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\ N 7 HAT is here preſented to the Rea- 
der, as it is an Abridgment of ſome 
| o the Works of that Learned and 
Judlicious Spaniard, Balthazar Gracian, /o 
does it likemiſe carry in its Title an Alridg- 
ment of it ſelf, by not only pointing at the & 4 
jects it treats of, but alſo at the Perſons for 
whoſe. Peruſal it was principally intended. 
MAXIMS are the Glimmerings of a ſu- 
pernatural Light, which rather dazle than il- 
luminate ſuch as are not attentive and 
ſtrong- ſighted; wherefore the following Sentences, 
which bear that Name, are not calculated for 
all Degrees of Men, nor for all forts of Under- 
ſtandings. There is an Art of Short-ſpeaking, 
as well as of Short-writing, both which are obſcure 
to All but the Intelligent and Thinking, who a- 
lone can draw confiderable Conſequences from 
them. A Word to the Wiſe is an old Adage; 
for he that cannot crack the Shell to come at 
the Kernel of a Sentence, may indeed value 
n Fim- 


The P REFACE. 


himſelf, yet will hardly he Eſteem d by Knows 
ing and Wiſer Men. A Proverb partly apply d, 
and rightly underſtood, makes a much deeper 
Impreſſion upon the Minds of Underſtanding 
Perſons, than a plauſible Declamation, adorn'd 
with all the Flewers of Rhetorick. This ſole 
Confideration encliu d our Learned and Di, 
cerning Author to affect a vigorous Laconiſm in 
all bis Writings, which procur'd him, not only 
the higheſt Eſteem from the Greateſt Men 
of his own Country, but likewiſe from all O- 
thers, that Underſtood his Language. 7 
ALL this conſider d, it cannot be wonder d 

at, if he has met with ſome Enemies, who bave 
endeavour'd to invalidate his Merit, by ran» 

| king him with the Unintelligible. Of theſe 
= the Author of the Entreitens (Conferences) of 
\þ Ariſte and Eugene, is the chief, who has magi- 
| fterially delruered himſelf thus. Gracian ( ſays 
parler Bouhours He") is among the Spani- 

in his Entreiten, ards one of thoſe incempre- 
call d, the Bel EC henſible Genius's, who has 

prit. Page203. a great deal of Elevation, 
Subtilty, Force, and even of good Senſe, 

yet is nevertheleſs oftentimes Unintelligi- 

ble, and that perhaps to himſelf, I/ he be 
0 unintelligible, how came the Cenſurer to 
bs. out the good Sence he mentions. But 1 
Dope; that whatever Prejudice bas been taken 
"agginſt this our great Author, the candid and 
Ingenuous Reader will do him Juſtice; and how- 
zer difficult he has been to tranſlate, by rea- 
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ſon of his exceſſive Metaphors, Hyperboles» 


&c. will allow me at leaſt the Flonour of ha- 
ving made him Intelligible in moſt Places, 
ALSO that perpetual Laconiſm, where- 

with he abounds, is ſo far from being a Fault 
to be reproachd in him, that he ought rather 
to be eſteem'd the more for it, inaſmuch as he 
propos d to himſelf a commendable Brevity, ex- 
empt from all Superſluities, and intended 
his Works only for Perſons of the beſt Un- 
derſtanding, who always delight more in 
' Thoughts than Words. "Tis true, his Lan- 
guage,  ( as Father Bouhours has it * ) 
is a kind of Secret · Writing, 

but however all ingenious * Page 203, 
Perſons will be eafily able to | 
wicypher it. To ſay much in few Words, 
| and to ſay that well (/ays a Spaniſh Ap- 
; pro ver of theſe Maxims) has ſo much the 
F more Grace in Compoſition, as it has force 
$ 


in common Converſation. Gracian (and his 
Commenator Don John de Laſtanoſa pro- 
ceeds he) went, as it were, Hand in Hand, 
„for by the delicateneſs of their Thoughts, 


, and their conciſe, and clofe way of Expreſ- 

- fing them, they have ſo ſeaſon d their Wri- 

- tings to the Goats of their Readers, that al- 

'0 tho” they have ſeem'd to have omitted ma- 

[ ny things that appear d fit to be ſaid, a&® 

1 ha ve they neverrheleſs ſaid all that: fr 1 

1 per. 5 f 
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The PREFACE. 
BUT to anſwer theſe Cavils againſt our 


Author yet more preciſely, I need only inſert - 


what Don John de Laſtanoſa ſays of them, in 
bis Preface to the Diſcreto. I have heard 
( ſays he ) of two ſorts of Readers that have 
complain'd of this Author's Works. One 
has taken diſguſt at his Matter, and the o- 
ther at his Stile; the former, I ſuppoſe, on 
account of the great Valuc they have had 
for the Subjects he treats of, and the latter 
becauſe they would have had them more 
calculated to common Underſtanding. The 
| | firſt, andamongſt them the 
* Don Luiſa de * Phenix of our Nation, 
Padilla. the Learned Counteſs of 
: Aranda, was not a little 
ſcandaliz'd, that Matters of ſuch weight, 
and proper only for Heroe's, ſhould become 


common, and be proſtituted to all ſorts of 


Readers. The ſecond Object, that ſo con- 
ciſe and comprehenſive a Stile tends to the 
ruine of the Spaniſh Language, inaſmuch as 


it deprives it of its Brightneſs, and conſe- 


quently of its Purity. Iwill anſwer (con- 
tinues this Auther) both theſe Objections 

at once, and confute the one by the other. 
I ſay then, ( Argues he) that as Gracian wrote 
not for every body, ſo ought he to have 
us d the obſcure Stile he did, and that to 
beget the more Veneration for the ſublime. 
nels of his Undertaking, the miſterious 
manner of Expreſſing Things, being more 
„ . EA 2 : than 
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than ſufficient to extol their Worth. This 
Anſwer gives us to underſtand, that Gracian 
affeted Ob(curity, that he might not debaſe 
himſelf to the Level of the Vulgar; or rather, 
that he might pleaſe only Great Men, in like 
manner as Ariſtotle wrot obſcurely to pleaſe hi; 
Diſciple Alexander, who could not endure that 
any one ſhould ſhare with him in Knowledge, a0 
more than in Power. Thus we ſee that altho 
the Works of Gracian be printed, yer are they 
not nevertheleſs ta be generally underſtood, in 
that it is not in the Ability of every Buyer ta 
purchaſe the Capacity of comprehending them, 
Every body ſees the Feaſt he has prepar'd, but 
Few are invited toit, and it may be, he had à 
mind to provoke the Appetite, without auy de- 
/ign to ſatisfie it : For as he | | 
ſays hjmſelt, Not to write, * Maxim 150. 
but for able Men is a uni- 

verſal Bair, becauſe every one thinks him- 
ſelf to be ſo, and for thoſe who do nor, the 
Conſideration of a want of Ability, will 
ſerve as a Spur to Deſire. However it le, 
one may reaſonably apply to this Abridg- 
ment what our Author ſays * 

of the Epitomes of Paterculus 4 Book of he 
and Florus, viz. That they DN Oy. 
are not Corporeal, but 
pure Spirit: Of Cornelius Tacitus, be 
fays alſo, That he wrot not with Ink, 
but with the precious Sweat of an Elabo- 
fato Mind. 
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IN this Treatiſe of Maxims, there are al- 
moſt as many Precepts as Words ; wherefore the 
Compiler and Commentator Don John de Laſta- 
nola, call d it, The Manual Oracle, a Ti- 
Je which I have chang d into The Art of Pru- 
dence; or, a Companion for a Man of Senſe, 
being, in my Opinion, much more ſuitable to the 
' Subjetts it treats of. There are a great ma- 
: ny Books ( ſays Gracian * 
» Preface to the Which are as ſo many Alma- 
Firlt Par: of the nacks of Learning, or to 
Criticon. ' fay better, Sheets ſtuff'd 

11 with Rhapſodies and Sen- 
cences, Aporhegms and Jeſts ; which ne- 
vertheleſs ſoon grow dull, and tire their 
Readers inſtead of pleaſing chem ; whereas 
that which furniſhes one with well-choſen 
Subjects and Expreſſions, and thoſe apply'd 
co the preſent Times and Circumſtances, 
ever delight and laſt long. 


THUS, Coarteous Reader, I cannot but le- 
ſpeak your Favour in the behalf of this Abridg- 
ment ; whereof all the Precepts which are ej- 
ther borrow'd from Homer, Ariſtotle, Sene- 
ca, Tacitus, Plutarch, Æſop, Lucian, A- 
puleius, or other great Men of Antiquity, are 
ſo well link'd together, and moreover ſo appropr ia- 
ted to the Cuſloms aud Manners of this Age ; 
that perhaps you'll be only able to find this a- 
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once found in an excellent 


- The PREFACE. | 
greeable Fault with them, which a great Man | 


1 


Work, viz. That it was #* preface to the 34. 
neither ſhort enough ro be Pare of the Criti- 
learnt by Heart, nor of oon. 
lufficient Length to furniſh 8 

one with continual Reading. You will 
have here ( /ays Don John de Laſtanoſa in 


bis Preface to the Hero) a Compaſs where- 


by you may eaſily ſtear into the Port of 
Excellence. __ * 

N OW tho' the Title of The Man of Sence, 
which I have given this Book, ſeems to ex- 
clude all that are not ſo from reading it, yet 
being rightly underſtood, it . 
prohubits only thoſe which * tyrace. Carm. + 
the Poet forbids to read his Lib. 3. Ode, 1. 
Odes, which were Blockheads, | * 
Mechanics, and perverſe Tempers. 


Odi profanum Vulgus, & arceo. 


5 WITH ſuch as theſe our Author has na- 
thing to do; He wrot not for them, well know- 
ing that their Inveterate Folly was not to be 


cur d but reſtrain d, and that as it was eaſy by 
dint of Words and lonz-winded Cant, topreach 
them out of their Senſes; ſo was it as impoſſi- 
ble by ſhort Documents, to Sentence them into 
their Wits and good Manners again, as it was 
to cure a Chronical Hypocondryacy by an Apho- 
ri/m of Hippocrates ; or by a Spell of Sene- 
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S / - /<a's or Plutarch's Morals. To theſe Animals 
' therefore, for whom the Bit and Bridle is moſt 
| Proper, the Diſcipline of the Whip is the 
beſt Doctrine, and nothing of this nature can 
be either ſeaſonable or . unjeaſonable, but as it 
may influence thoſe of the ſmaller Number, who 
are their Riders, and who may ſpur them on 
at Pleaſure. Now if theſe People be ſo 
mad as to run upon Precipices, and ride over 
Rocks, theſe Maxims can in this be only un- 
Jeaſonable, that they ſeaſonably taught them 
what they too late, and un feaſwakl were con- 
vinc d of. | 
MANY Perſons have differ d about the 
Chriſtian Name here given our Author, who 
inſtead of Balthazar, wall needs have it to. be 
Lorenzo; which Name, they ſay, he has in 
the Edition of his Works publiſh'd at Ma- 
drid, Hueſca, Bruſſels and Antwerp. 778 
obliges me to give Reaſons for what I've done, 
„ ee to ſpeak ſomething both of our 
Author's Liferand Writings. I [ay then, that 
I thought my ſelf oblig d to follow herein the 
Learned Don Nicholas Antonio de Sevilla, 
who calls him by this Name in the Beginning . 
of the fecond Tome of his Catalogue of Spa- 
niſh Writers, intituled, Bibliotheca Hiſpana. 
His Words are theſe: Lorenzo (ſays he, ) 
or rather Balthazar Gractan, a Jeſuit of Ca- 
 lataynd in Arragon, was a Perſon of great 
x Learning, and much efteem'd for the many 
| Spaniſh Books he has publiſh'd _ the 
7 .  Aame 
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Name of Lorenzo, which nevertheleſs was 


that of his Brother. He was Rector of 


he College of Tarragon in Catalonia, which 
harge he was in Poſſeſſion of at the time 


that Don Vincencio John de Laſt anoſa, excee- 


dingly commended him under his proper 
Name of Balthazar, in the Dialogues he 
wrot about Medals. Alſo the Catalogue of 
the Jeſuit-Writers calls him by the Name of 
Balthazar, and acknowledges him for the Au- 
thor of the Book, intituled Agudeza y Arte 

de Ingenio, which Treatiſe makes more than 
half of the ſecond Tome of the Works attrilu- 
ted to Lorenzo Gracian. This gives us Rea- 


ſon to fuppoſe, that our Author's Compiler Don 
John de Laſtanoſa, who took upon him the Care 


of publiſhing his Works, left the Name of Lo- 
renzo prefixt to them meerly to oblige his 
Friend, who either thro' Modeſty, or a Scruple 
of Piety never car d to own them. Hear Gra- 
cian py Sy his Preface to his Comulgador, 
or his Meditations upon the Communion : Of 
the many Books which have been father'd 
upon me, ( ſays he) I muſt now only own 
this for my Legitimate Iſſue, chuſing ra- 
ther to be byaſs d by my Affection than by 
my Fame; where the Words Legitimate Iſſue 
ſeem to relate to other Works, which being Pro- 
fane, were look'd on by him, in his Religious 
Capacity, as Baſtards. Likewiſe by the words 
eſta. vez, (now) he would ſigniſy that he had 
formerly given the Reins to his Fancy, but that 
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now he muſt be wholly regulated by his Heart, 
which was altogether devoted to the Love of 
God. For a Confirmation of what I would 
prove, hear him further in his Epiſtle Dedi- 
catory of the ſame Book to the Marchioneſs of 
Valdueza This little Book (ſays Ve of his 
.Comulgador ) has great Rivals in its Bre- 
thren, rhe Hero, Diſcreto, and the Mannal 
Oracle, all which your Ladyſhip has already 
ſo well receiv d. From all this I conclude, 
that our Author is the Je ſuite Balthazar Gra- 
cian: Now let us come to bis Works. | 

HIS firſt Book was his Hero, which ap- 
pear d in the Tear 1637, and was Tranſlated 

into French ſome Tears after by one Gervaiſe, 
. a Phykcian. This Treatiſe, according to Don 

John Laſtanoſa, was honoured with ihe Appro- 
bation of Philip 1V th of Spain. 
HIS Second was, el Politico Ferdinando, 

which is an exceſſive Panegyrique upon Ferdi- 
nand the Catholick; and according to ſome 
Politicians, ihe beſ{ Work of 
* Preface to the Gracian. * Of this Xing 
Diſcreto. one has ſatd, That if ever 
| the Monarchy of Spain 
came to decline, Ferdinaud the Cathelick, 
mult riſe to reſtore it. 

THE Third was, the Agudeza, with 
whoſe Beauty, Laſtanoſa, ſays, a Genoeſe was 
fo charm d, that he immediately, upon its 
Publication, Tranſlated it into Italian, ad 


made it paſs for his own. 


in * two Places, of his Avi- 


The PREFACE. 
THE Fourth was, el Diſcreto, which, to. 
gether with the Hero, Amelot has pretty well 


lean'd to enrich his Notes. 


This is * ſaid alſo to have In the Preface 


been Tranſlated into French; to the Manns 


but which is a Miſtake, the 
L'Honnete Homme of Fa- 
ret being taken for it, which is however Ge- 


Oracle; | 


nine. 


THE Fifth was, el Criticon, which 7s a 

fort of Satyr upon all the Vices and Extraua- 

ancies of Men; and as it were, a Theatre of 
all the different Eſtates of Civil Life. 

THE Sixth was, Oraculo Manual y 
Arte de Prudencia, whereof you have here the 
Tranſlation, with the Notes of the Celebrated 
Sieur Amelot de la Houſſaie upon it, which 
I perſwade my ſelf will not render it only pro- 
fitable but diverting- | 

THE Seventh was, el Comulgador, of 
which 1 have already ſpoken ; and concerning 
which tbere remains no more to be aid, but 
that the Author has in his Preface to it pro- 
mis'd another Book of Devotion, which it ſeems 
he intended to have intituled, The Death of 
a Good Man. | * 

IN is Diſcreto he ſpeats R 
ſos al Varon atento, 2 * 
Laſtanoſa in his Preface to 
the Diſcreto ſays alſo, that Book ſhould be 
follow'd ly an Atento and a Galante. But 


as 
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as theſe two Books, and that other of the Pre- 
parations for Death, have not yer appear d, 
it is reaſonable to believe, that he had vot 
time to finiſh them. Moreover 'tis highly pro- 
bable, that if he had written ſuch Treatifes, 
bis Great Friend Don John de Laſtanoſa would 
not have fail'd to have publiſb'd them with his 
7270 1 ritings, eſpecially in caſe they had been 
niſh'd. EA 

I ſhall conclude this Preface with applying 
to Gracian, who died in the 54th Tear of his 
Age Anno 1658, what Pliny Junior wrot up- 
on the Death of Fannius, who. had left his 
Works imperfect. His Words are theſe, Mi- 
hi videtur acerba ſemper & immatura Mors 


eorum, qui immortale Aliquid parant. 


Nam qui Voluptatibus dediti quaſi in Diem 
vivunt, vivendi Cauſas quotidie finiunt: 
Qui verò Poſteros cogitant, & Memoriam 
ſui Operibus extendunt, his nulla Mors 


non repentina eſt ut quæ ſemper inchoatum 


aliquid abrumpat. Ep. 5. Lib. 5. It ſeems 
to me (ſays he) that the Death of ſuch as are 
preparing an immortal Book, is both unſeaſou- 
able and irreparable; for whereas Libertines, 
by reaſon of the bad Nie they make of Life, 
ought to die every Day: Theſe who labour to 
tranſmit their Memories to Poſterity, can never 
die but too ſoon, in regard 255 * Wi 
always put a ſtop to ſome unfiniſhd Work. 
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MAXIM I. 


Ewcry thing is now at the Point of its Perfect ian, 
and an able Man at the hig beſt Pitch thereof. 


HERE goes more now a days to the ma- 
king up of one Wiſe Man, than there 
did in Ancient Times of ( 1.) Seven : 
And at preſent there is more Senſe requir'd, for 
treating with one ſingle Perſon, than there was 
heretofore with a whole Nation. 


(:.)Heretofore there were | every Bod beben ds to 
but Seven Wiſe Men; now | One. 1 "* 
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MAXIM II. 


Wit, and a Genius, 


ARE two 
a Man conſiſts. 
ther, 15 to be happy bar 


» 


Qualities, wherein the Capacity of 
To have one without the 8 


It is 


(1.) 


by halves, 


not enough to have a good /t, there muſt be 


a Genius allo to accompany it. (2. 


It is com- 


monly the ill Fortune of weak, and inconlide- 


rare People, to be miſtaken in the Choice of 


their Profeſlion, of their Friends, and the place 


of their Reſidence. 


1.) Father Beubours, in 
hisConverſations,{Entretiens) 
of Ariſte and Eugene, renders 
the Spaniſh Words thus: Ge- 
nius and Wit (ſays he) are the 
two principal Cauſes of the Ele- 


MAXI 


vation and Glory of aGreat Man. 

(>.) If we want but One 
of theſe (ſays Gracian in his 
Diſcreto ( Dil.ree Perſons) we 
loſe a great part of t ap- 
pineſs of our Lives 


M III. 


Net to be too free, nor open. 


IT is the Pleaſure of 


Novelty, chat makes E- 


vents to be valued. There is neither Delight, 
nor Profit, in playing one's Game too openly. 
Not to Declare 3jmmedaiatcly, is the way to hold 
Minds in fuſpence, eſpecially in Matters of Im- 
portance, Which are the Object of Univerſal 
Expectation. That makes cvery thing to be 


thought a Myſtery, and 


the Secret of that raiſes 


Veneration. In the manner of Expreſſing ones 
ſelf, one ought to have a care not to be too 


plain; and to ſpcak with open Hcart, 


is not 
always 
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The Man of Senſe. 1 
always convenient in Converſation. (1. ) Si- 
lence is the Sanctuary of Prudence. A Reſolu- 
tion diſcover'd ſeldom meets with due Eſteem; 
He that declares himſelt, is obnoxious to Cen- 
ſure; and if he ſucceeds not, he is doubly 
wretched. ( 2.) We ought therefore to Imi- 
tate the Method of God Almighty, who always 
keeps Men in fuſpence. 


(I.) The Fooliſheſt of A- 
nimals may deceive the Sub- 
tleſt (ſays our Author in the 
firſt Chap. of his Diſcreto) 
providing it be Silent, for 
Silence ever was exempted 
from being rank'd with Fol- 
ly. Silence does not only 
conceal what is defective, 
but alſo makes a Myſtery 
of it. 

(1.) The Author of the a- 
foreſaid Converſations, ap- 

lies-this Maxim to Princes. 

hoſe Kings and Princes 
ny _ that have a mind 
ro be valued by their Sub- 
jets, and who are deſirous 
to maintain their Characters 
muſt have an abſolute Go- 


vernment of their Tongues; 
where fore Jugi ſtus caus'd a 
Sphinx to be Engraven on 
his Seal, being the Creature 
that the "Zgyptians Wor- 
ſhip's for the God of Se- 
creſy and Riddles. The 
ſame Author a little further 
has it, That as a Prince bears 
3 Reſemblance of 
God upon Earth, ſo ought 
he to endeavour to imitate 
him in his Government of 
the World, by ways un- 
known to Man, and which 
every day make us to feel the 
effects of his Bounty and 
Juſtice, without diſcovering 
the ſecret Springs of his 


| Wiſdom. 


MAXIM VIV. 


Knowledge, and Valcur, 
Great Mani. 


THESE are two 


oluh to the making of 4 


Qualities which render 


Men immortal, becauſe they themſely-s are 
| B 2 ſo. 
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ſo. (1) Nothing advances a Man ſo much as 
Knowledge : SO much Knowledge as he has, ſo 
muc Power will he have, A Man that knows 
nothing, is in a ſtate of Darkneſs. ( 2 ) Pru- 
dence and Strength are his Eyes and Hands: 
However Knowledge is barren, it Valour do'nt 
- Accompany it. BY | 8 


{1.) The ſhorteſt Day of Learning, ſaid Pope Julius 
a Wije-man's Life (ſays Se- gn, Hanarkk the Hands 
neca) is more to be valued, of Plebeians ; Gold, in thoſe 
than the many Years of a of the Nobleſe; and Dia- 
Blockhead. Unus dies Homi-! monds in thoſe of Princes. 
num er ditorum pluspatet quam Graci an in his 3oth Diſcourſe 
Imperiti langiſſima. Ætac, Ep. 78 of his Agudezo. 
No one lives like a Man (2.) Orium fine Literis Mors 


{fays Gracian in his Diſcreto) 
unleſs he be knowing Clap. 
Hombr de plauſibles Noticias. 


One of the Sages of Greece 


was wont to fay, that as 


eſt & wvivi Hominis Sepultura, 
that is, The Leiſure of an 
Ignorant Perſon is hisDeath 
and Burial. Sen. Ep. 83. 4-, 
riftotle ſays, that Knowledge 


{ 


Health perfected the Happi- differs as much from 1. — 
neſs of the Body, ſo Know- rance, as Life does from 
ledge did that of the Mind, Death. 


MAXIM V. 
To be always Uſeful, 


IT is not the Carver, bur the Votary that 
makes the Ocity. A Man of Parts had rather 
meet with thoſe, whodepend upon him,than thoſe 
that ate thankful to him. To keep People in 

hope, is Givility ; and to truſt to their Grati- 
tude, Simplicity. ( 1.) For it is as common a 
thing for Gratitude to be forgetful, as for Hope 
ro be mindful. You get always more by this, 


Benefit is a Burthen. ia 


(I.) For according to Ta- | ured 
Gratis Oneri. Hiſt. 4. 


citus, the Remembrance of a | 
| than 


* hed 
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than by the other. When once a Man hasdrank, 
he turns his. back upon the Well: So ſoon as 
the Orange is fqueez'd, it is thrown; upon the 
ground. When Dependance ceaſes, there's 21 
end of Submiſſion, and commonly of Reſpect 
too. It is therefore a Leſſon of Experience, that 
a Man ought to endeavour always to render 
himſelf uſctul, nay, even to his Prince; tho“ 


7 he muſt nor affect an excels of Silence, to make 


others over-ſhoor themſelves, nor for bis own 
Intereſt render another's Malady incurable. 


1 


MAXIM VI. 
Man at the height of Perfection. 


(1.) HE is not born Compleat, but daily im- 
proves in his Munners, and Actions, till at length 
he arrives at the Point of Perfection. Now theſe 

| are 
(1) Gracian in his Diſcre- j others are ſo flow in attain» 


to, has a Dialogue upon this | ing to it, that = many 
li 


Subject, call'd El Hombre en times injure the Publick by 
ſu Punto. After having there | their Incapacities, to ſupply 
ſaid, that Time is a great the Poſt they are in. Mea 
Phyſician, as well on ac-jought not to Aim at com- 
count of his Age, as Expe-|mon Perfection only, but 
rience: Ihave obſerv d (con- [likewiſe at that of ſerving 
tinues he) that he keeps a ve- their Countries. Ought a 
ry unequal pace towards the King to endeavour to be 
accompliſhingof Men. True, | thus perfect? (ſays Cracian) 
(ſays a Doctor) ſometimes| Undoubtedly, (Replies the 
he rides Poſt, and ſometimes Doctor) for he is born 
Limps; Now makes uſe of to no more than another 
his Wings, and by and by] Man. In the accompliſhing 
of a Crutch : He Flies for] of him, Prudence and Expe- 
Tome, and Creeps for others. | rience haye more to do than 
Some Perfons readily arrive} ordinary. A King requires a 
at the height of Perfection thouſand PerfeQions, which 
in any Art or Employ, and others need not have. A 
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General of an Army is made [PerfeQion. But this Point” 
at the Expence of his own, is it ſixt? (quoth Gracian) 
and his Soldiers Blood; an No, (replies the Doctor) nor 
Orator by dint of ſtudy and ever will. The Inconſtan- 
Practice, but a King oughr cy of Men's Natures, and 
alone to have all the ſeperate the common Mutability of 
Qualifications of Mankind Things ofthis World, occa- 
United in him. In a word, fon endleſs Revolutions. 
tis the buſineſs of moſt} We either Improve, or grow 
Men's Lives, to be continu- worſe continually. 


ally Aiming at the point of 


are the Marks, by which we may know an 
accompliſh'd Man: A quaint Fercrption, rcadi- 
neſs in Diſcerning, folidity of Judgment, tra- 
ctableneſs of Will, and circumſpction in Words 
and Actions. Some never attain to that pitch, 
there is ſomewhat always wanting in them; 
and others, tho” they arrive at it, tis molt com- 
monly too late. 
| MAXIM VIE 


+ we<owG # * 8 —_— — 


To have a care not to ort- do one's Maſter. 


ALL Superiority is odious, but in a Subject 
over his Prince, ir is ever fooliſh or fatal. An 
accompliſh'd Man conceals vulgar Advantages, 
as a modeſt Woman hides her Beauty under a 
negligent Dreſs. There are many who will 
yield in good Fortune, or in good Humour; 
but no body will yicld in Wiſdom. (1.) and lcaſt 

of 

(.) Our Author in the 'as well asthe Face. The Un- 
gth Chap. of his Hero, ſays, derſtanding is oftendeceiv'd, 
that there is nothing ſo dif- becauſe there is nothing to 
ficult, as to ene Man | repreſent it truly, and exe- 
out ofhis Opinion of him- | ry Judge of himſelf being N 
ſelf, or to diſabuſe him in his ſeduc'd by his Tnclination, 
want of Ability, for wy will always find ſome loop- 
rear Employ. . Would to | hole, or other, to evade Cen- 
od (continues he) there | fure. S-e the 2d. Note of the 
wereMirrours for the Mind, | 34h Maxim | (2.) 


* 


e » nm _- on A Weked 4d Ak 


<< ww 


Offended that he could not beat 
me at Cheſs; A Game which|Scanderet, ne Veſpaſianum'Se- 


— 


of all a Sovereign. Wiſdom is the King of Attri- 
butes, and by conſcquence, every Ott. nce a- 


gainſt it, is no leſs a Crime than Treaſon. So- . 


vereigns Would be wiſc in all things, that are 
moſt eminent. Princes are willing to be aſſi l-, 
but not out done. 2.) Thoſe who adviſe them, 
oughr to ſpeak, as if they .puc them in mind 
of what they forgot, and not as teaching them, 
what they knew nor. Iz.) This is a Leſſon the 
Stars read to us, Which, tho' they he the ſpark- 
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c 


ling Children gf the Sun, yet never app-ar in 


his preſence. 


(2.) ASpaniſb Lord having (3.) It was by this Ad- 
plaid a long while at Cheſs dreſs, that Cardinal Granvei 
with Philip IId. and always |gain'd the favour of Philip 
won; when he left off de Ita. who, according to Stra- 
perceiv'd the King exceed- dan, Amabat Modeſtiam Indi- 
ing Melancholly, whereup- cantis, non Coactus (id quod 
on returning home he call'd | Principt eſt grave) Commendare 
his Children together, and |Sapi.ntiam Docentis, Add to 
thus ſpoke to them: Chil-}this the Advice which a 
dren ( ſays he) we muſt not Reman Senator gawe to a 
think to have any mors to do art Companion of his, not to 
Court; we ſhall never advance] pretend to give Inſtructions 
our ſelver there, ſince Ide ob-|[to a Prince of Feſpaſian's 
ſerv'd the Ring war exceedingly] Age and Experience. Sua- 
dere Priſco, ne ſupra Principem 


nem Triumphal-m Preceptis 


depends more on good Cunning, 
| coercere. Iacit Hift. 4. 


than good Fort ame. 


MAXIM VII, 


— 


4 Man never found in a Paſſion. 


IS a mark of the ſublimeſt reach of Wir, fince 
he thereby puts himlclf above all vulgar Im- 
preſſions. It is the greateſt of Dominions to go- 
vern one's Self and Pailions: That is the triumph 

B 4 3 


„ 


— 
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of Free- will. If Paſſion ever ſcize the Mind, 
let it be without prejudice to our Station eſpe- 
Clally if it be conſiderable. That's the way to 
prevent much Vexation, and to gain a noble 
Reputation. 


MAXIM IX. 


| * 
To conceal the Defetts in one's Nation. 


WATER imbibes the good orbad Qualities of 
the Minerals thro*' which it paſles, as a Man does 
thoſe of the Climare under which he is born. 
Some are more obliged than others to their 
Country, in that they have met with a more 
favourable Conſtellation in it. (t.) There is 
no Nation, hh police ſfoever, but hath ſome 
original Failing, which its Neighbours ci- 
ther out of Caution or Emulation cenfurc, It 
is the Glory of an able Man to correct, or at 
leaſt to baffle the Cenſure of theſe Failings. 
Thereby one acquires great Renown, and that 
Exemption from a Common Fault is the more 
eſteemed, in that no body expected it. (2.)Chere 
are alſo Family. Infirmiries, Defects in (3.) Pro- 

| tcfſions, 

(1.) Emulation is com- (2) Fetere atque inſita Clau- 
mon among thoſe People diæ Familie Superbia. Ann. 1. 
that border upon one ano-| 63) The Mercenary Tem- 
ther, as Tacitus will Inform per of Lawyers and Phiſici- 
you in divers Places, viz.jans. Nec quicquan: publicæ 
Ino Amne diſcretis Amulatio; Mercis tam wenal» |: quam 
&. Invidis ſpeaking of the | Havocatorum Per ia, ſays Tar 
Lionnot-, and the Yjennc.s.! ci tus, Ann. 11. and ſome lines 


Hiſt. 1 Solito inter Accol at O- | after, Ut quomodo Vis Morborim 
dio infenſi Tudeis Ara bes. Hiſt. | Pretia Medenti bus, ſic Furi tales 


5. Vicinis Coloniis Invidia & | Pecuniam N Pli- 


oat thoſe 


Emulatio. Hiſt. ny Junior adds, 
who 


The Man of Senſe. 9 
ſeſſions, Employments, and ( 4.) Age; which 
meeting altogether in one, and the ſame ſub- 


jc&, render it an inſupportable Monſter, if they 
be not timely prevented. FE” 


who ſpend their Lives at { Eallaciisignara Dicentium. Ann. 
the Bar, become Knaves in |6. Breve Confinium Artis & 
ſpight of their Teeth. Nos] Falſs, Ann. 4 on 
qui in Foro, Litibuſque, terimus ] (4.) The Imprudence and 
Atatem, multum Malitiæ, Inconſiderateneſs of Youth, 
quamvis nolimus, addiſcimus. runs them always into Tri- 
Epiſt. 3. lib. 2. The Lies] fles. Juventam Improvidam 
and equivocal Dealings of & Facilem Inanibus. Am 2. 
Aſtrologers, Genus Hominum | Mobiles Adoleſcentium Animos. 
Potentibus Inſidum, Speranti-| Ann. 4. Imprudentie £tatis. 
bus Fallax. Hiſt: t. Quedam| Ann. 16. 

ſecis quam difta ſint cadere, 


MAXIM X. 


Fortune and Renown, 


(1.) THE one is as fickle, as the other is firm 
and conſtant. The firſt ſerves during your Proſ- 
perity, and the other after your Dcath. The 
one reſiſts Envy, and the other Oblivion. For- 
tune is courted, and ſometimes obtain'd by the 
help of Friends. Renown is gain'd by Indu- 
ſtry. (2.) The deſire of Reputation ſprings 
from Vertue. Renown hath been, and is the 


(1.) Famam in Poſteros. Ann. Moztalium altiſima cupere. L 
11. Eternita:em Fame. Ibid. | bid. Gracian in the laſt 

(z.) Iain fays, That Chapter of his Heroe ſays, 
from a Contempt of Repu- That Vertue and Greatneſs 
tation ſprings that of Ver-; run parallel to each other. 
tue, Contemptu Fame contemni All this makes good what 
Vir:ures. Ann. 4. and further, | Cato, the Cenſor, ſaid, that 
that it is the Property of No body would be Vertu- 
good People to pine to ous, if Vertue and Glory 
the greateſt Things, Optimos] were parted. 


| y Siſter 
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Siſter of Giants. (3.) It is always upon the ex- 
treams, either of Applauſe, or Exccration. 


(3,) It is in this Senſe|the other eternal Infamy 
that Tacitus ſays, that Ortho, | Duobus Facinoribrs, Alters fla- 
the Roman Emperor ſigna- |gitio/i/iro, Altero egregio, tans 
liz d himſelf in two great [tumdum apud Poſteros meriit 
Actions, whereof one de- b Fame, quantum Male. 
ſerv'd eternal Praiſe, and IHiſt. 2. 5 | 


MAXIM XI, 
To Converſe with thoſe of whom one may Learn, 


FAMILIAR Converſation ought to be the 
School of Learning and good Breeding. A Man 
ought to make his Maſters of his Friends, ſcafo. 
ning the pleaſure of Converſe with the profit of 
Inſtruction. Betwixt Men of Wit, the Advan- 
tage is reciprocal. They who Speak, are rewar- 
ded with the Applauſe given to what they ſay; 
and thoſe who Hear, with che Profit they de- 
rive from it. Our 9wn Intereſt inclines us to 
Converſation. A Man of Sence frequents 
the Company of good Men, whoſe Hou. M1 

| ſes are rather the Theatres of c roiſm, than Nur- t 
| ſeries of Vanity, There are ſome Men, who, be \ 

| fides their being Oracles themſelves, and that they WMll x 

| | inſtru&t others by their Example, are alſo fo 0 

happy, that even their Retinue is an Accademy 2 

of Prudence and good Behaviour. d 


MAXIM XII. | v 

| | | h 
Nature and Art: Matter, and the Artiſt. a 

2 hi 


THERE is ſcarce any Beauty without Aſſiſt- cl 


ance, nor perfection that is not apt to degenerate 01 
| into 
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into Barbariſm, if Art lend not an helping hand. 
Art corrects what is bad, and perfects what is. 
good. Nature commonly refuſes us the beſt, to 
che end we may have recourſe to Art, to better 
what ſhe give us. The beſt of what we have 
by Nature without Art, is but like untill'd 

Ground: And how great ſoever a Man's parts 
may be, unleſs they be improv'd, they are little 
better than none at all, (1.) Without Art a 
Man knows nothing as he ought to do, and is 
awkward in every thing he ſets about. 


(.) It was for this reaſon] ing Grace to every thing 
that Mucianus, Chief Mini- he ſaid or did, Omnium que 
ſter of State to the * diceret, atque ageret, Arte 
ror Veſpaſian, ſtudied inde- 7 Oſtentater. Tac. 
fatigably to give a becom Hiſt. 2. 


MAXIM XIII. 
To proceed ſometimes cunningly, ſemetimes candidly. 


MA N's Life is a perpetual Conflict with Man 
himfclf. An expert Perſon uſes for Weapons 
the ſtatagems of Intention: He never does, 
what he ſeems to have a mind to do. He takes 
aim, tis true, but that only to deceive the Eyes 
of choſe that look upon him. He blurts out 
a Word, and afterwards does what no body 
dreamt of. If he comes out with a Saying, it 
is to amuſe the attention of his Rivals; and 
whilſt they are taken vp in conſidering what 
he drives at, he preſently Acts, what never 
came into their Thoughts. He then, that takes 
heed not ro be impoſed upon, prevents the 
cunning of his Companion, by good Reflecti- 
ons. He always underſtands the contrary, Ne 

What 


- 
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Wong would have him, and thereby im. 
med ly diſcovers the ſtratagem. He parrys 
the fick Paſs. and expects the ſecond, or 
third, in a good guard. And when after 
wards his Artifice comes to be known, he re. 
fins is Diilimulation, making uſe of Truth 
hc: {elf to deceive by. To chang: bis Cun- 
nie g he changes his ground and Battery. Hi: 
Artifice is to Fave no more Art, and all hiz 
ſubrilcy is to paſs trom Oiſſimulation to Can: 
dour. He, who obſerves with a piercing Eye, 
knows the Arts of his Rival, ſtands upon bi 
uard, and diſcovers darkneſs thro' a veil of 
Bohr. He unriddles a procedure, which is the 
more myltcrious, in that every thing in it i; 
finc:re. And thus the wiles of Python comba 
the candour of Apollo. | 


MAXIM xu. 


The Thing, and the manner of its accompliſhing. 


a  _@_ £-. as © a re 


THE Subſtance is not enough, unleſs it be 
cloathed with its Circumſtances. ( 1.) An ill 
Manner ſpoils all, it even disfgures Juſtice and 
Reaſon. Os the contrary, a graccful way ſup- 
plies all Defects, it gilds a Denial, ſweerens the 
ſharpneſs that is in Truth, and fmooths the 
wrinkles of Old Age. The How does much 
in all things: A free and eaſy anner charms the 
minds of Men, and makes the. compleat Orna- 
ment of Life. 


"4 


ai a ao _ TO u»A hd 4 thank os Tod 


(1.) This Thought agrees are not perpetrated with 
veiththat of Tacitus, where he Judgment and Diſcretion, 
ſays that the beſt Actions Sæpe Honeſtis Rerum Cauſſi⸗ 
have oftentimes pernicious ſin judicium adhibeas, perniciiſ 
Exitus conſequuntur, _ = 


Conſequences, when they 
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. This Maxim is taken out of the Third Chapter 
pf the Author's Diſcreto, del modo y Agrado.. 
And fince that Chapter is very Inſtructive, the Rea- 
der, 1 hope, will not take it ill if 1 give him an Al- 
radt of it here. 
For this great Precept, fays be, Cleobulus got 
the Reputation of the chief of the Wiſe Men. 
And, indeed, it is the chief of Precepts. But 
if to Teach ir was ſufficient for procuring the 
Name of a Wiſe Man, nay, and of the chief of 
the Sages, what remains for him that ſhall put 
it in Practice? For to know things, and not 
to practice them, is not to be a. Philoſopher, 
but a Pedant. | | 44 
In all things the Circumſtance is as neceſſa- 
ry, as the Subſtance, nay, and more ; the thing 
that firſt Preſents ir ſelf, is not the Eſſence, but 
the-Appearance. By the out-fide we come to 
the Knowledge of what is within. By the Bark 
of the Manner, we diſcern the Fruit of the Sub- 
tance ; inaſmuch as we judge of Perfons whom 
we know not, meerly by their Deportment. _ 
The Way, and Manner, is that part of Merit 
which moſt affects rhe Attention. And ſeeing 
it is to be acquir'd, he that is without it, is in- 
excuſable. | 
Truth has Force; Reaſon, Authority; and 
Juſtice, Power: But they are ſtill without Luſtre, 
it the graceful Manner be wanting; when with 
it, every thing is ſet off to the greater Ad- 
vantage. It makes amends for all things, even 
for the Defects of Reaſon ; it Gilds Slights, 
Paints Deformities, hides Ip: fections, and, in 
a word, Diſguiſes every thing. - 
Great Zcal in a Miniſter ; Valour in a Com- 
mander; Learning in a Scholar; Power in a 
Prince, are not enough; unleſs theſe ns 


At 
' 
) 
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be accompanied with that important One 4 


Manner. But is in no Employment more neceſ- 
faxy than in Sovereign Command. To be Ob- 


liging rather than Deſpotick, is in Superiors a 


ſingular way of winning upon People. ( 2.) To 
ſee a Prince make Superiority yield to Courteſie, 
obliges Subjects upon a double account to Love 
him. He muſt firſt Reign over the Wills of 
Men, and then over the Reſt. Purchaſe ro thy 
ſelf the good Will, and even the applauſe of 
all Men, if not out of Inclination, at le aſt by 
Art. For they who admire, mind not whether 


thy way be natural or acquir'd. 


There are many things which are worth but 
little in themſelves, and yet are eſteem'd for 
their Manner. By the help of that, old things 
become new, and return into Faſhion. If che 


_ Circumſtances be of common Uſe, they Palli- 


ate the uncouthneſs of Anciquity. The reliſh 
of Men advances always, and never goes back. 
What is paſt, takes not with it, and nothing 
but what is new pleaſes it. Nevertheleſs, a lit- 
tle Change may beguile it. Circumſtances 
make things become Young again, they Cure 
them of the muſty Scent, and the mouldineſs of 
Too often, Which is always infupportable, eſpe- 
cially in Imitations, which can never riſe, ei- 
ther to the height, or Novelty of the Original. 
This is ſtill more obvious, to be ſcen in the 
functions of the Mind. For though things be 


+ (z.) A Prince that has a 
mind ro make himſelf be- 
lov'd by his Subjects, (ſays 
John Rufo) muſt uſe them as 
his Children, and not as his 
Slaves. Apothegm 703. And 


in what follows, he ſays 
further, that the Fear of 
Subjects without Love, is 
like Chalk to build with 
without Water. 


very 
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very well known, yet they never fail to raiſe the 
Appetite, if the Orator, or Hiſtorian, hit upon 
1 new Way of uttering or writing them. 

When things are deliciouſly good, they diſ- 
guſt not, though the Repetition of them be fre- 
quent, - Bur though they be not tedious, yet 
are they not however admir'd. And therefore 
it is neceſſary to ſeafon them, to the end they 
may excite Attention. Novelty cajoles, and 
charms the Palate. And Objects are renewed 
mecerly by changing the Ragout, Which is the 
true Art of plealing. Us} 

Two Men ſhall fay the very ſame thing, and- 
ret the one ſhall Pleaſe, and the other by the 
{ame means Offend, So important it is to know, 
the way, How! So uſeful is a graceful mien, ana 
ſo hurcful one that is disbecoming! Now if che 
want of a Manner be fo remarkable, what muſt 
that be which is actually Bad, and deſignedly 
Ottenſive, eſpecially in thoſe that hold a 
publick Poſt 2 Thy Clowniſh. Air is but a fmall 
defect, ſaid a Wile Man, and yet it is enough 
to make all People diſguſt thee. On the con- 
trary, an external agrecableneſs, promiſes a ſuit- 
ableneſs of Mind; and Beauty vouches for good 
Humour, | 

The graccfal Manner ſo gilds and ſets off a, 
No, that is makes it more eitecm'd, than an ill 
manag'd Tas. It ſo skilfully Candies over 
Truths, that they paſs for Blandiſhments: And 
ſometimes when it ſeems to flatter, it unde- 
ceives, by telling People not what they are, 
but what they ought to be. See Maxim, 267. 


M A X- 


16 The Art f Prudence > Or, 


MAXIM. XV. 
To mak uſe of Auxiliary- wits. 


THE happineſs of great Men conſiſts in ha- 
ving witty Men always about them, to clear 
them from the difficulties of Ignorance, and to 
diſintangle their Affairs. To entertain Wiſe 
Men, is a Grandeur ſurpaſſing the barbarous 
haughtineſs of that Tigranen, who prided him- 
ſelf in being ſervd by Kings, whom he had 
vanquiſh'd. It is a new kind of Domini 
on to make thoſe our Servants by Art 
whom Nature hath made our Maſters. Man 
has much to know, and but a ſhort while 
to live to accompliſh it; but he lives not at all, 
if he knows nothing at all. It is therefore a 
fingular piece of Skill ro ſtudy without Pains, 
and to Learn much, by Learning from all. When 
that is once done, you ſhall ſee a Man ſpeak in 
publick Aſſemblies, with the Wit of many; 
or rather, you ſhall hear as many Sages ſpeak- 
ing from his Mouth, as have before inſtructed 
him. Thus, the Labours of others make him 
to paſs for an Oracle, ſince theſe Sages have 
Compoſed his Leſſon for him, and diſtill'd in- 
to him the Quinteſſence of their Knowledge. 
After all, let him who cannot have Wiſdom 
for a Servant, endeavour at leaſt to have her 
for a Companion. 
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MAXIM XVI. 
Knowledge, and a right Intention. 


BOTH theſe together are the ſource of good 
Succeſſes. A good Und-ritanding, with a bad 
Will, makes a very unhappy ConjunEtion. An 
ill Intention is the Poiſon of Humane Life, and is 
the more miſchievous when back'd by Know- 
ledge. . That's an unlucky Wit which isemploy'd 
to do Evil. ( 1. ) Learning, deſtitute of true Judg- 
ment, may degenerate into Folly, 


(1.) The Spaniſh Proverb} become Folly, if good Senſe do 
ſays, Ciencia es Locura ſe buen] not take care fit. {ZN 
Seſo no la cura. Knowledge will 


MAXIM XVII. 
Not to follow always one, and the ſame Conduct. 


IT is good to vary, that you may fruſtrate the 
Curioſity, eſpecially of thoſe that Envy you. Por 
if they come to obſerve an Unitormiry in your A- 
ctions, they will prevent your Enterprizes, and 
by Conſequence make the n miſcarry. It is eaſie 
to ſhoot a Fowl that flies out- right, but not 
one that is irregular in its Courſe. Yet is it not 
good to be always intriguing ncither ; for at 
the ſecond taking of Aim *tis much it you 
are not diſcover'd. Jealouſie is always upon 
the Watch; much Skill is - requir'd ro Guard 
againſt it. A cunning Gameſter never plays 
the Card which his Adverſary expects, and 
much leſs which he deſires , | 


OY MAX, 


«a | 
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MAYIM XVIII. 


Application and Genius. 


( 1.) NO Body can be Eminent without both 
theſe. When theſe two Qualifications meet in 
any one, they are ſure to make him a great 
Man. An ordinary Wit that applies it {clf, goes 
farther than a ſublime one without Application. 
Reputation is got by indefatigable Labour. What 
Coits but little, is good for nothing. Some have 
wanted Application, even in the higheſt Em- 


ployments ; ſo rare a thing it is to force ones | 


Genius. To chuſe to be rather indifferent in 
a great Employment, than excellent in an In- 
different, is only to be rendred cxcuſable by Ge- 
nerofity. But he is not to be pardon'd, who 
reſts ſatisfied with being indifferently good in 
a ſmall Employment, when he might excel in 
a greater. One ought then to have Art, and a 
Genius, Which is to be compl-ated by Appli- 
cation. 


(1.) Aviſtoele ſays, That to things are neceſſary, which 
become an able Man in any [ate Nature, Study and Pra- 
Profeſſion whatſoever, three] Ctice. 


MAXIM XIX. 
Not to be too much cry d up by the Noiſe of Fame. 


( x.) IT is the uſual Misfortune of every Man 
that hath been much taiked of, to come 


(J.) Our Author in the looks out after any thing 
Sixteenth Chapter of his forms a great Idea of it, be- 
Heroe, ſays much the ſame cauſe ir Coſts him leſs to 
ching in theſe Words. Great imagine great Things than 


Merit is requiſite to anſwer! it does him, who is look'd 
great Attempt. He chat upon to do them. 
ſhort 
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ſhort of the perfection that Men have imagin'd 
to themſelves, Reality can never equal Imagi- 
nation, ſeeing it as difficult a thing to have 
all Perfections, as it is eaſie to entertain a no- 
tion of them. Since deſire is the Parent of 
imagination, it always conceives much more of 
things than they are in effeft. ( 2.) How great 
ſocver a Man's PerfeQtions may be, they never 
watch the Idea of them. And as Men find 
themſelves fruſtrated in their expectation, ſo 
they undeceive themſelves, inſtead of admiring. 
Hope always ſatisſies the Truth, thereſore Pru- 
dence ought to Correct it, by qualfying it ſo, that 
the enjoyment may ſurpaſs the defire. Some be- 
ginnings of Credit ſerve to awaken the Curioſi- 
ty, but not to end ar the Object of it. It is ever 
moſt honourable, where the Effect exceeds both 
the Idea and Expectation. This Rule holds not 
good in Evil, wherein great Commendation 
ſerves to Contradift Calumny, and Detraction 
with the greatcr applauſe, by making that appear 
tolerabie which was before thought to be abo- 


minable, 


* 


(2.) This Maxim agrees | 


with that of Tacitut, where 
he ſays. -A Man has always 


| better Opinion of what is 


abſent. Majcra credit de Al- 
ſentibus, Hiſi. 2. Alſo that 
Majeſty is ever more re- 
horny near at hand than a- 
ar off. Majeſtate ſalva cui 
major e longinquo Reverentia 
Ann. 1. Tacitus ſays more- 
over, That 'tis cuſtomary 
to eſteem moſt whar is mo 
unknown.. Paratu magno , 
majore Fama, uti Mos <<} de 
Enotis. In Agricola. And two 


C 


Pages after, he ſays farther: 
One I:n:5t14m pro Magnifieosſf, 
In which Sence he meany, 
that thoſe who ſaw Agricola 
ſought in him, what might 
raiſe him to ſo great Repu- 
tion. Fiſe, Aſpettoque, Agri 
cola guæreren: Famam. Bidem. 
A Man's deſires (ſays John 
Rio in his 31ſt Apothepm ) 
always diſappoint him, for 
tho' he meets with ſome- 
thing that gives him fatisfa- 
&ion, yet itnever thorough- 
ly anſwers his Expettati- 


on, 


4 MAX. 


| 
| 
| 
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MAXIM XX. 
Every Man in bis Time. 


MEN of extraordinary Merit ever depend on 
the Times. All have not liv'd in the Ag: they 
deſerv'd, and many who have met with that, 
have not nevertheleſs kad rhe. happineſs to 
make the beſt uſe of it. Others have been wor- 
thy of a better Age ; Which is an Argument, 
thar every thing that is good, do-s not always 
triumph. (1. Jan of this World have their 
Seaſons. ( 2.) And that which is moſt eminent, 
is render d obnoxious by the wantoneſs of a de- 
praved Cuſtom. ( 3.) But it is always the Comfort 
of a Wiſe Man, that his Actions will make him 
for ever known. ( 4.) For if his own Age be un- 


gra to bim, thoſe that-come after will at- 


uredly do him Juſtice. 


e 
, 


(.) Rebus cunctis ineſt qui- 
dam velut Orbis, ut quemad 
mod um Temporum Vices, ita 
Morum vertantur, ſays Taci- 
tus, Ann. 3. 


Meminiſſe Teinporum, quin Nu. 


tus 8 Ibid. ' 
3) It is in this Senſe, 
that Tacitus ſpeaks of his Fa- 


ther- in-Law, that whatever 


( 2.) For according te the he had admir'd in him laſts 


ſaying of the ſame Tacitus, 
A Man muſt ſuit himſelf 
to the Times, and by Con- 
ſequence to Cuſtom. Morem 
accommodari prout conducat. 
Ann. 12. Præſentia ſequi. Hiſt. 

That Senator was to be 
commended who ſaid, that 
whatever Reſpect he had for 
the Cuſtoms of the Antients, 
yet he always had Regard 
to the Times heliv'din. S. 


ſtill, and ſhall ever laſt in 
the Memory of all Ages. 
Quicquid ex Agricola amavi- 
mus, quicquid mirati ſumu 
manet, manſurumgne eſt in A. 
ui mis Hominum, in Aternitate 
Temporum, in Fama Rerum. 
Vita Agricolæ. 

(4) Suum Cuique Decus Pi- 
ſteritas rependit. Poſterity 


will do Juftice to every 
Man, ſays Tacitus. Aun. 3. 


MAX 
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MAXIM XII. 
The Art of being Happy. 


THERE are Rules of good Fortune; and Hap- 
pineſs is not always Proſperous, in regard of a 
Wiſe Man. His Induſtry muſt ſometimes help 
it forward. Some think it enough to ſtand at 
the Gate of Fortune in a good Poſture, and to 
wait till ſhe opens ir. Others do betres, and 
truſting to their Confidence or Merit, advance far- 
ther on, ſo that by cajoling of Fortune, one way 
or other, they obtain her. However, according 
to the beſt Philoſophy, Vertue, and Application 
are the only Arbiters of 4 Man's Fate. For as 
Imprudence is the ſource of all the Croſſes 
of Life, ſo Prudence is the cauſe of all its Hap- 


pineſs. 
MAXIM XXII. 
* 
The accompliſh'd Man. 


A genteel Education is the Portion of Mey of 
Breeding. The Knowledge of the Affairs of the 
Times, good Sayings ſpoken to purpoſe, plea- 
ſant Ways of doing things, makes the Man of 
Faſhion : And the more he excels in theſe, 
the leſs he holds of the Vulgar. Some- 
times a Sign, or Geſture, makes deeper Im- 
preſſion, than all the Documenets of a ſcvere 
Maſter. (1. ) The Art of Converſe hath ſtood 
in greater ſtead ro ſome, than all the Seven 
Liberal Arts together, | 


(1.) Hercales (ſays our Au- gain'd more Honour by his 
thor in his Diſcrete. Chap. , Diſcretion than by his Va- 
Hombre de plauſibles ace” Jour. The charming 3 

3 | 
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that came out of his Mouth , whatever he meets with ir- 
got him more Applauſe, regular in a Prince, or ſin- 
than all the Conqueſts he | gular in a great Man; Af 
had acquir'd by his Club. fected in one, or Vulgar in 
Wirh this he only deſtroyed | another; by means of which 
Monſters, but with that | Moral-Anggomy, he is a- 
he captivated all the fine 'ble to Judge the better of 
Wits, Theſe are a ſort, things, and to Meaſure Re- 
of Men endued with a cer- putation by the Square of 
tain Covit-Knowledge, fo; Truth. But above all, he 
very Entertaining and A- makes a curious Collection 
greeable, that they arc well of Apothegms, or Gallant 
received, and eaneſtly and Hcroical Expreſſions, 
ſought after wherever they Wiſe Mens Azioms, Cri 
come. This kind of Know- ticks malicious Obſervatr 
edge is altogether particu- ons and Buffoons Drolle- 
lar, for it is neither to be ries. With this agreeable 
lea! i'd by Books nor at the Ammunition he is able to ſe- 


Schools, but only in the cure every Man's Judgment. 


Conveiſation of Perſons of The Deeds and Sayings of 
ood Senſe and Niſcretion. [on Man ( ſays he, in his 
he chiefeſt, and moſt en- | Heroe ) Sown in the Fertil 

gaging pait of it, conſiſts in | Brain of another, are like to 


| fiewiſe what is curious in 


a univeiſal Knowledge of 
what paſſes in the World, 
and of what is moſt in 
Vogve; as alſo in keepin 
a common Phace of the beſt 
Actions of Princes, extra- 
ordinary Events, Wonders 
of Nature, and the Caprices 
of Fortune. A Man that 
aims. at this Knowledge, 
muſt alſo common place all 
ood Thoughts in Books, as | 
Novels, Judicjous in Rea- 
ſoning, or Biting in Satyr. 
The greateſt Ornament of 
the Accompliſh'd Gentle. 
man is his perfect Know- 


produce an abundant Crop. 
Afterwards he ſays, that a 
Man of Senſe will Regiſter 
in Characters of Gold thg 
Sentences of PHlip II. and 
the Apothegms of Charles V. 
The neweſt of theſe have 
always the moſt Salt, inaſ- 
much as they add the Grace 
of Novelty to their Excel- 
lence. The Repeating of the 
witty Saying of another 
Man ( fays John Rufe in his 
zorſt. Aporhegm ) is like 
ſelling a piece of old Plate, 
wherein one always loſes 
the Faſhion; for it — 
impoſſible that the ſecon 


ledge of Matters, and deep 
Inſpection into the Prin- 
E Characters cf this 

orldly Tragi-Comedy. 
He Notes in bis Table-Hock | 


Occaſion of uttering it 
ſhould be ſo à propos, as the 


| firſt, it is leſſen d by Repeti- 


tion, and no more reliſh'd. 
Theſe ſort of Sentences out 


of 
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of their proper places, are Advantage of Knowledge, 
like Diamonds out of their ro rob another Man of the 
Sockets, or a Tenice-Ball | Honour of Teaching it; or 
taken at a ſecond Rebound, of thoſe whom Horace laughs * 
for maſſy Sentences, and ob- at, for being aſham'd to 
ſolete Exploits are only in Learn, and yet were not ſo 
Vogue among Pedants and to be Ignorant. Cur neſcire 
Grammarians. | prudens prave,. quam diſcere 
This Alamode Science of malo? Art. Poet. A few 
which TI have been ſo long Lines farther, our Author 


| ſpeaking, has ſometimes 
been more ſerviceable to a 
Man, than all the Liberal 


Arts together; and ſome employ 


have got more by Writing 
a Letter, and uttering a Sen- 
rence patly, than they 
could have done with all rhe 
Knowledge of the two Fa- 
mous Civil-Law-Commen- 
tators, Bartolus and Baldus. 
Half a Page farther he ſays, 


ſays, Some People make no 
other uſe of Life than to 
Gormandize, they never 
their Faculties: 
Their Reaſoning is Idle, 
and Underſtanding lyes Fal- 


low. For this Reaſon our 


Nobles now-a-days ſurpaſs 
other Peop'e, only in glut- 
ting their Appetites, the 
vileſt Function of Life, and 
are as Poor in Knowledge, 


as they are Rich in Eſtates. 


Be not you any of thoſe who 
deprive themſelves of the 


MAXIM XXIII. 


To have nv blemiſh. 


_ THERE is no perfection without an, If, Or a, 
But. There are but very few exempt from Faults, 
either ih Manners or Body. But there are 2 
great many who are even Vain of thoſe Faults, 
which it would be an eafte matter for them 
to amend. When we ſee the {ſmalleſt Detect in 
an accompliſh'd Perfon, we fay tis pity, be- 
Cauſe one Cloud is enough entirely to Eclipſe 
the Sun. Theſe Def-Asarc Blemithes, at which 
C4 envy 


| 
| 
. 
| 
x 
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Envy levels her Snakes. It would be a notable 
piece of Skiff ro change into perfections, 
as Fulius Ceſar did, who being Bald, cover'd 
that Defect with his Laurels. 2 


MAXIM XXIV. 
To moderate ones Imagination. 


IHE true means of living happy, and of be- 
ing always eſtecmed Wiſe, is cither to correct, 
or reſtrain it. Otherwiſe it becomes Tyranni- 
cal over us, and tranſgreſſing the limits of Spe- 
culation; makes it ſelf fo very abſolute, that 
Life is happy, or miſerable, according, to the 
different Fancies it impreſſes on us. For to ſome 
it repreſents nothing but pains and trou— 
ble, and through their folly becomes their Do- 


meſtick Exccutioner. Others thefe are, to 


whom it propoſes nothing but Pl-aſure, and 


Greatneſs, delightirg to divert them in Dreams. 


Theſe are the effects of Imagination, when not 
curb'd by Reaſon. 


MAXIM XXV. 
A good Underſtanding. 
TOunderſtand the Art of Reaſoning and Diſ- 


courſe, was heretofore the Science of Sciences; 


but that alone will not do now-a-days ; we 
muſt gueſs and divine, eſpecially if we would 


undeceive our ſelves. ( 1.) He that is not a 


6 Truth (adds our Au-] deft as ſhe is fair, and there- 
thor in his Diſcreto;Chap. Buen | fore always goes mask'd. See 
 Emtendedor)i5a Virgin, as mo- the Note upon the 210th Maxim 


good 
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good Obſerver, can never be a good Judge. 
There are Spies over the Heart and Intentions. 
The rruths which import us moſt, are never 
told us, but by halves. A Man of Wi muſt 
dive imo the meaning of them, checking his 
Credulity in what appears advantageous, and 
giving the reins to a Belief of that which 
is Odious. | | 


MAXIM XXVVI. 


To find out a Mans Foible, or weak fide. 


THIS is the Art of managing Humours, and 


I of gaining our ends upon Men. It depends 


more upon Skill than Reſolution, to know- 
how to win upon the minds of People. There 


is no Will that hath not its predominant Paſſi- 


on, and theſe Paſſions are different, according 


to the diverſity of Tempers. All men are Ido- 


laters : ſome of Honour, others of Intereſt, and. 
moſt of their Pleaſures. The Skill is then, to 
know aright theſe Idols, if we would hit the 


weak fide of thoſe who adore them. He that 
can do ſo, has the Key of another man's Will. 
We muſt move with the firſt mover ; and that 
is not always the higher, but moſt commonly 
| the lower Faculty. For in this World the 
number of thoſe who are irregular, is far grea- 
ter than of thoſe who are not. We are firſt to 
know the Character of the Perſon, next to 
teel his Pulſe, and then to attack him by his 


ſtrongeſt Paſſion, which is generally his weaker 


fide, That is a ſure way to gain the Point. 


MAXI 
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MAXIM XXVII. 


To prefer Intention before Extenſion. 


PFRFECTION conſiſts not in Quantity, but 
Quality. Of that which is very good, there is 
ſeldom but very little. That whereof there is 
much, is little eſteem'd. And even amongſt 
Men, a Giant in bulk, may be but a Dwarf in 
Underſtanding. ( 1. ) Some value Books for 
'thcir balk, as if they were made rather to load 
their Arms, than to exerciſe their Minds. Ex- 
tention alone could never exceed Mediocrity. 
And it is commonly the Unhappineſs of Men 
that offer at every thing, to exccl in nothing, 
becauſe they would excel in All. Intention 
gives an eminent Rank, and makes a Hero, 
it the matter be fit for the compoſition. 


(1) Thisis ſpoken in a fi- po, no es muy Hombre, ſays our 


tive Senſe, and relates | Author in the 7th. Chapter 
to the Proverb, Homo longus | of the firſt Part of his Criti- 


rarbSapiens. El grande de Cuer- I con. 
MAXIM XXVII. 


To have nothing that's vulgar in One. 


WHAT an excellent diſcerning had that Man, 
whom it diſpleaſed to pleaſe — Wiſe Men 
are never ford of vulgar Applauſe. There are 
Camelions of ſo popular a Palate, that they take 

e pleaſure ro ſuck in a groſs Air, than to 
Timell the ſweet Zephyrs of Apollo. ( 1.) Be 


1.)Our Author in the th. be covetous of Applauſe diſ- 

p. of his Heroe ſays, that covers a ſlender Merit, and 

tis the Property of a great; Self-Conceit is the ordinary 
Wit to decline Eſteem. To Attendant of Ignorance. 


, not 
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not dazled at the ſight of the Miracles of the 
Vulgar: Ignorant Men are always in a maze. 
That which makes the folly of the Mob ad- 
mire, undeceives the diſcerning of the Wiſe. 


MAXIM XXIX. 


The' upright. Mun. Un tn 


ONE ought always to tide with Reaſon, and 
that fo conſtantly, that neither vulgar. Paſſion, 
ror any tytannical Violence, may be able to 
make one abandon it. But Where is this Phe. 
vix to be found? Sure ſhe: has not many Ad- 
herents. ( 1.) Thete are many who publiſh het 
praiſcs, bur few will admit her into their 
Houſes. Others follow her, as far as Danger: 
but when they come near that, fome, likeifalfe 
Friends, deny her, and the reſt, hlce Polititians, 
pretend they know her not. She, on the con- 
trary, ſcruples not to fall out with Friends, 
with Powers, nay, and with her own intereſt; 
and there lies the danger of miſtaking her. 
The Curning ſtand neutcr; and by a plauſible 
and metaphyſical Subtilty, endeavour to recon 
cile their Conſciences with Reaſons of State. 
But an vpriight Man looks upon that way of 
Trimming, as à kind of Treaton, thinkng it 
more honour to be conſtane, than to be a Stateſ. 
man. He is always Where Truth is; and if 
he ſometimes leaves Feople, it is not that he is 
fluctuat ing, but becauſe they have firft forſa- 
ken their beſt Guide, which is Kkcaſon. R 


Cr.) Vrtus laudatur & alget, ſays Twyena!. 


MAX: 
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MAXIM XXX. 
Not to affect extraordinary, nor Jet ehimerical Em. 
ployments. | | | 
THAT Affectation, ſerves only;to attract Con- 
tempt. Whimſie hath hatched many Sccts, 


but a wife Man ought to eſpouſe none of them. 
There are ſome ſtrange balates, that like no- 


thing of what others love. Every thing that is 


ſingular pleaſes them. Tis true, that makes 
them to be taken notice of, but ſtill rather to 
be laugh'd at, than eſteemed. Thoſe who Pro- 
feſs being wiſe, ought to have a ſpecial care 
not to affect being thought ſo. And upon far 
better grounds ought they not to do it, who are 
of a Profeſſion, that renders the Profeſſors ridi- 


_ culous. We name not here the Employments, 


ſeeing the contempt that every one has for them, 
makes them ſufficiently known. 


MAXIM XXXI. 


To know happy People, that one may make uſe of 


them; and the unhappy, that one may avoid them. 


MISFORTUNE commonly is an effect of 


Folly; and there is not a more dangerous Conta- 


gion than that of the Unfortunate. We muſt not 
open the Door to the leaſt Evil, for others, and 
thoſe greater too, which lic in ambuſh, come 


always after. The true skill at play, is to know 


how to lay out your Cards. The loweſt Card 
that is turn'd up, is better than the higheſt of 


the former dealing. In doubts, there is no bet- 
** a: ter 
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ter expedient than to conſult the Wiſe ; ſoo- 
ner or later, that will anſwer our expeQa- 
tion. e . 


MAXIM XXXI. 


To have the Reputation of contenting every body. 


THAT gives Credit to thoſe who govern. By 
that means Sovereigns gain the Good-will of 
che Publick. The only advantage they have, 
is, that they can do more good than other Men. 
Thoſe are the ſureſt Friends, who are made 
ſuch by reiterated Kindneſſes. ( r. ) But there 
are ſome of a humour to content no body, not 
ſo much becauſe ir would be chargeable to 
them,. as that their Nature is averſe from 
ſhewing Kindneſs. In alt things contrary to the 
Divine Goodneſs, which communicates it ſelf 
inceflantly. 


(1.) This is a fault which| in their Poſts for their 
Tacitus ſeems to accuſe Tibe-| Lives, meerly becauſe he 
rius of, where he ſays that|would thereby fruſtrate o- 
that Emperor ſuffer'd the |thers Pretenſions to them. 
Governors and Magiſtrates lui, ne Plures fruerentur. 
of Provinces to continue [Ann. 1. | 


* 


MAXIM XXXIlL * "f 
To know how to deny one's Self 


( 1.) IF it be a great Art to know how to 
refuſe Favours, it is a far greater to be able te 
deny one's ſelf in Buſineſs and Viſits. There 


as This is what Senecg ] tat, prohibet Cetus Salutan- 
id, according to Tacitus. In- | tium, uitat Comitantes, rarus 
Fituta prioris Potentiæ commu- | per Urbem, &. a 


N » 7 | are 
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are ſome troubleſome Empl 1yyments that wear 
away the molt pr cious Time. It is better to 
do nothing ar all, than to b buſte to no purpoſe. 
It is nor enough to be a prudent Man, to make 
no Intriga's, but he muſt alſo avoid to engage 
in them. We muſt not be fo much at the de- 
vation of others, as not to be more at our own, 
We are not to abuſe Friends, nor to require 
more of them, than they are willing to grant. E. 
very thing that is excethve, is vicious, c{pecial- 
ly in Conv-rſation ; and without that moderati- 
on, there is no preſerving of the Good-will, 
and Eſteem of others, on which Civil Decency 
depends. One ſhould uſe all ones Liberty in chy- 
ſing what is moſt excellent; bur fo, as never to 
offend againſt Judgment, and Diſcretion. 


MAXIM XXXIV. 


To know one's own Strength. 


THAT Knowledge ſerves to cultivate what we 
have of excellent, and ro improve common Fn- 
dowments. Many would have become great 
Men, had they. but kn@gwn their true Talent. 
Endeavour then to know yours, and join Appli- 
cation to it. In ſome, Judgment has the A 


cendant, in others, Courage: (1.) Moſt part do 


(1.) When Reaſon pur-jny thing oppoſite to ones 
ſues the Dictates of Na-|Iaclinations, is to take. a 
ture, and Choice joins with | great dealof Pains for a little 
Inclination, Wonders are | Advance, or rather to ſtrive 
perform'd in whatever itbe, 'to Row by meer ſtrength 
and which is properly to thro' the Current of a rapid 
Fail before the Wind and River. Preface to Monſieur 
Tide. But on the contra- Rohan's Book, Of the Intereſt 
ry, to apply one's {elf to a: of Princes, 


violence 


nd 
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violence to their Genius s; whence it comes that 
they never excel in any thing. (2.) We are 


always late in forſakin 
early to eſpouſe. 


(1. ) Paſſion (ſays our Au- 
thor in the firſt Chap. of his 
Diſcreto) frequently impoſes 
on us, as do ſometimes our 
Obligations, by ſetting our 
Genius's and Employments 
at variance. A Man is un- 
happy, becauſe he accepted 
off Commiſſion, when he 
had been far otherwiſe if ke 
had taken up the long Robe. 


A never-failing Maxim of 


Chilo's, that we ought firſt to 
know our ſelves, and then to 
apply our ſelves according- 
ly. A diſcreet Man begins 
to acquire Knowledge b 

Knowledge it felf. He fir 

ſounds his Minerva, as well 
that of Inclination, as that 
of Reaſon, and if he finds 
either proper he immediate- 
ly puts that upon Action. 
In the gth Chap. of his He- 
we he fays farther, Thar 
the Heart predominates in 
ſome, and the Head in © 


| 


g, What Paſſion made us 


employ his Courage in Stu- 
dy, and his Wit in Fight- 
ing. Let the Peacock con- 
tent herſelf with Showing 
her fine Tail, and let the 
ws hx boaſt of her flight; 
and tho' the Oftridge muſt 
not pretend to equal the lat - 
ter in ſwiftneſs of Wing, 
yet may he value himſelf} 
upon having as fine Fea- 
thers. That Poet that Ad- 
vis'd not todo any thing in 
{pight of Minerva (of ones 

enius) taught a great 
Truth. But ſtill there is 
nothing more difficult, than 
to dĩſſwade us from the O- 

inion we have of ourſelves. 

et a Man therefore firſt try 
gently to tame his Inclina- 
tion, and afterwards experi- 
ence its force without pre- 
tending to an abſolute Do- 
minion over it: and when 
he has once come to know 
his Talent, let him Improve 


| 


thers. That Man would 


it as much, and as faſt as he 


be a very Fool, who ſhoula® can. See the 89th Maxim. 


MAXIM XXXV. 


To weigh things according to their juft Value. 


Iris the only ruine of Fools, that they never 
conſider. Since they do not comprehend things, 
they neither ſee the damage, nor profit, and by 


con- 
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. Confequence never trouble themſelves about 


them. Some ſet a great value upon that which 
is bur of little worth, and take no notice of what 
is really worthy their Eſteem, becauſe they rake 
all chings by ſhew, ard outward Appearance, 
Many for want of Senſe, feel nor theit Diſtem. 
per. There are ſome things on which one can- 
not think too much. The wife Man reflects 
on all but not on all alike. For be digs where 
there is any ground, and ſometimes thinks 
there is more than there really is: So that his 
Reflection goes even as far his Apprehenſion. 


MAXIM XXXVI. 


Not to engage in any Enterprize before aue Vat h ea 


amined well ones Fortune and Ability. 


THIS Experience is far more neceſſary than 
the Knowledge of our Conſtitution. If it be the 
mak of a Fool to begin at forty, to conſult 
Hypocrates about his Health : He mult be a far 
greater, who begins at that Age ro go to 
the School of Seneca, to learn how to live. It 
is no {mall matter to know how to govern one's 
Fortuine, whether it be in waying till ſhe he 
in the good humour for ſhe loves to be wait- 


ed on) or in taking her ſuch as ſhe offers herſelf. 
For ſhe hath an <bbing , and flowing, and it 


is impoſhble to fix her, being ſo ſingular and 
variable as ſhe is. Let him who hath often 
found her favoutable, not defiſt from impor- 
tuning her, becauſe it is uſual wich her to de- 
Elare for the Bold, and being courtly, to = 
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the young. ( 1.) Let him who is unhappy wich- 
draw, that he may not meet with the Allront of 
a double Repulſe, inthe preſence of a more hap- 


py Rival. 


(1.) It was for this reaſon !cond time the Lives of ſo 
that the Emperor Otho, after many brave Men, who were 
he had loſt the Battle of Bed- the Ornament of the Em- 
nac, would not engage a ſe- pire. Hunc Animam, Hane 
cond time, telling the Prato- Virtutem Voſtram ultra Pericu- 
rian Co hort, that advis d him lis objicere nimis grande Vitæ 
to it, that he had already ſuf- mee Prætium puto. Experts 
ficiently experienc'd his invicem ſumus Ego ac Fortu- 
Force againſt that of For- va. in Ego tot egregios Exer- 
rune, and that he did not citus ſterni rurſns, & Reipubli- 


value Life ſo much as for the ce eripi patiar ? 


ſafety of it, to hazard a ſe- Hiſt. 2. 


MAXIM 


XXXVII. 


acirus 


To gueſs at the meaning of little Hints given us by 
the bye, and to know how to make the beſt Uſe of 


them. | 


' THIS is the delicareſt part in humane Conver- 


lation; ii is the fineſt Probe to ſearch the Rece(s 
ſes of 5 heart of Man. 


(1 ) Cardinal Eþrnoſa,chief 
Miniſter to PHI, II. King 
of Spain, died of Fear, for 
having heard theſe Words 
from his Maſter's Mouth, 
Cardinal, To ſoy el Preſidente. 
The ſame King kill'd ano- 


D 


There are ſome ma- 
Iicdqus/ and angry Jirks, dipt in the gall of Paſ- 
lon: And theſe are as many imperceptible 
Thunder-bolts, which ſtrike down thoſe whom 
they hit. ( 1. ) Many times a word hath thrown 
down hcadlong from the Pinacle of Favour, 


ther of his Miniſters with 
uttering theſe Words only, 
What, do you belie me! That 
Perſon having told Lies of 


him in his Nada de Don Felipe - 
e! Predente. 


thoſe 
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thoſe whom the murmurings of a whole People; 


combined together againſt them, could not fo 
much as ſhake. There are others Words, or 
Hints, which produce a quite contrary Effect; 
that is to ſay, which ſupport, and encreaſe the 
Reputation of thoſe to whom they are addreſſed, 
But ſceing they are cunningly glanced, ſo alſo 
are they to be cautiouily receited: ( 2. ) For 
the Security conſiſts in pumping out the Intenti- 
on, and a blow foreſeen is caſily warded. 


( 2.) Previſus ante, Mollior Ictus venit. 


MAXIM XXXVII. 


To be moderate in good Fortune, 


(. Is the part of a good Gameſter, when 


Reputation lies at ſtake. A brave Retreat 1s as 
commendable as a brave Enterprize. When 


one hath acted a great Exploit one ought to ſe- 


cure the Glory of it, by drawing olf in time. 
A continued Proſperity is ever ſuſpected. That 
which hath its Interruptions is always the ſurer. 
(.) A mixture of the Sharp with the Sweet, 
makes it to reliſh the better. ( 3.) The more 
Proſp-rities crowd one upon another, the more 
flippery they are, and ſubje& ro a Fall. The 
quality of the Pleaſure, makes ſometimes amends 


(.) There is nothing want- in the 11th Chap. of his He 
ing to my Fortune, but roe) when they are reliſh'd 
Bounds ( ſaid Seneca.) Nihil; with the Half- ſowre of ſome 
Felicitati mee deeſt, niſi Mode- Croſſes. Bee 
ratioejus; ſays Tacit. Ann. 14. (3.) Cuncta Mortalium incer- 

(2.)Good Morſelsof Proſ- ta ( ſaid 7iberins) quantoqut 
perity are to be eaten with pur adeptus foret: Tanto ff 
Pleaſure, (ſays our Author | Magis in Lubrice. Tp 

| | for 
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for the ſhortneſs of the enjoyment of it. (4) For- 


tune is weary to carry one, and the ſame Man- 
always upon her Shoulders. 


Ann. 1. Nec unquam ſatis fda vours: She waits like a 
potentia, ubi nimia eft, Hiſt. 1. Corſair, till the Veſſel be 
A ſudden Proſperity has al- freighted, that ſhe may 
ways been ſuſpected, eſpe- have greater Booty in car- _ 
cially when it comes at a rying it away. Haſt thee 
Wiſh, and all at a time; then into Port. ; 
for Fortune is accuſtom'd (4.) Fats Potentie raro 
to prey upon her own Fa- Semgiternæ. Tacit. Ann. 3. 


MAXIM XXXIX. 


7. know the Nature and Seaſin of Things, and to be 


able to make a right uſe of them. 


( 1.) THE Works of Nature all attain to the 
ordinary point of their Perfection. They en- 
creaſe always by degrees, until they arrive ar 
it; and ſo ſoon as they are come to it, they de- 
cline again as faſt. On the contrary, the Works 
of Art are never ſo perfect, but that they till 
may be more. Iris the ſign of a quaint Diſcern- 
ment, to obſcrve what is excellent in every thing: 
But few are capable of doing it, and thoſe who 
are, do not always do it. There is a Point of 
Maturity, even in the fruits of the Mind: And 
it is good to know that Point, that we may 
make our beſt of it. 


(1.) Naturaliter, quod pre-] Bouhours in his Converſations 
eedere non Poteſt, reced{t, ſays |( Entretien 2. ) that things 
Paterculus in Tacitus, Hiſt. 2. are never nearer their Ruin, 
That is to ſay, what cannot than when they are got to 
Advance muſt Retreat. It their higheſt point of Per\ 
ſeems to me ( ſays Father] fe&ion. 


D- 2 MAX. 
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MAXIM X. 
To gain the Love of All. 


Iris much to be Admir'd, but it is far more 
to be Beloved, The fortunate Planet contributes 
ſomewhat to this, but Induſtry does yet much 
more. This perfeCts what the other did bur be- 
gin. An eminent Merit is not enough, though, 
in reality, it be eaſic to gain the Affection, 
when one hath already gained the FEfleem. ( 1.) 
He that would be beloved, muſt love, be benefi- 
cent, give good Words, and ſtill ſhew better 


Deeds ( 2. ) Courcehe is the politick magick of 


great Perſons. ( 3.) A Man muſt firſt ſet his 


( 1.) Neque enim (ſays Pliny 

Junior in his Panegyrick ) 

ullus Aﬀetbus ef qui magis Vi- 
ces exigat. Amari Princeps niſi 
amet non poteſt; that is to ſay, 
Nothing more exacts a reci- 
procal good Turn than Love. 
A Prince can never make 
his Subjects heartily love 
him, if he does not ſhew 
them ſome Love firſt. 

(2) The moſt powerful 
Charm to gain Love (ſays 
- Gracian in his Here) is to 
Love firſt. What moſt moves 
the People is Courteſy and 
Generoſity. It was theſe 
two Qualities that got Tits 
the Character of the Delight 
of Mankind. An obliging 
word from a Superiour's 
Mouth, is equivalent to the 
Service of an Equal, and the 
bare Civility of a Prince is 
more worth, than the Gift 
of a private Man. —_] 


hand 
the Magnanimous, King of Na 
ples, alighting off his Horſe 
to go and relieve a Peaſant, 
forc'd the Walls of Gaieta, 
which his Cannon could not 
1 for ſeveral days 
efore. So that we ſee by 
laying aſide his Majeſty 
for a Moment, that Prince 
firſt got Admittance into the 
Peoples Hearts, and afrer- 
wards into their Town. 

( 3.) Our Author, in the 
ſecond part of his Criticon, 
ſays merrily, that a certain 

arlike Prince having de- 
manded of the Nymph, Hi- 
ſtory, one of the beſt cut 
Pens ſhe had, ſhe gave him 
one thatwasnot cut at all, tei 
ling him that it belong'd to 
him tocut irwith his Sword, 
and if that cut well rhe Pen 
would wrire the better 


This ſue ſaid to give him to 
underſtand, that if he made 
f 
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hand to great Affairs, and then open it liberally to 
good Pens, that is, alternately employthe Sword, 
and the Paper. ( 4. ,) For the favour oft Writers, 
who perpetuate great Exploits, is to be courted, 


; N 

a glorious vſe of his Sword, 
her Pen would not fail ro] (g.) The favour of an Hi- 
write well of him, and}ftorian ( ſays our Author) 
that it was not the Wri- is the moro to be defir'd, in 
ting, but Men's great Acti- that his Pen is pluck d from 
ons, that render'd them im- the Wings of Fame. That 
mortal in Hiſtory. All, Phoenix of Hungary, Matt hius 
which is founded upon theſe Corvinus was wont to ſay, 
fine words of Tacitus. Al ( and which he made good 
that we have either lov'd or] by his Actions) That the 
Admir'd in Agricola ( ſays} Grandeur of a Heroe conſiſt - 
he) remains ſtil, and ſball ed in two things, wiz. to 
Eternally remain in the memory Perform great Exploits, and 
of all Ages, thro the means of to employ good Hiſtortans 
Hiſtory, which ſhall elegantly Chap. 12th of his Heroe, and 
zranſmit to Poſterity all che) Diſcourſ; the zoth of his 
great Things he bas done. In Agudeza: | | 
vita Agricolz. & | 


MAXIM XLI. 
Never to Exaggerate. 


NEVER to ſpeak in Superlatives, is the .fign 
of a wiſe Man ; for that manner of ſpeaking al- 
ways wounds either Truth or Prudence. Im- 
moderate Commendations are ſo many Proſtitu- 
tions of Reputation, in that they diſcover the - 
weakneſs of Underſtanding, and the bad Diſcern- 
ment of him that ſpraks. Exceſſive Praiſes ex- 
cite Curioſity, and incite to Envy; fo that if 
Merit anſwer not the Value that is {ct upon it, F 
as 1t Commonly happens, general Opinion re- 
volts from the Impaſture, and makes the Flat- 
erer, and Flattered both ridiculous. Therefore 


| 4 
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a prudent man proceeds with a ſhort Rein, and 
chuſes rather to offend by giving too little, 


chan too much. ( 1. ) Excellence is rare, and 
by conſequence the value of it is to be well 
weighed. (2. ) Exaggeration is a kind of ly. 
ing: By it one may get the Reputation of bad 
Diicernment, and what is worle, of a bad Judg. 
ment. 


( 1.) Perfections (ſay our beſt that obſerves the juſteſt 
Author in the 5th Chav. of Meaſure. | 
his Heroe ) that are arriv'd at (2.) Without great Know. 
. the higheſt Point are rare, ledge, back'd by long Expe- 
and therefore ought to be ſo rience, (ſays he again, to- 
eſteem d. And a few Pages wards the end of the fame 
after he ſays farther; ; Some Chapter) there is no com- 
Men believe, that not to ing to underſtand the true 
- Commend them to exceſs, is value of Perfections. If a 
to Blame them: But, formy diſcreet Man cannot judge 
part, I am of Opinion, that arightof them, ler him holl 
exceſſive Praiſe is a true ſign his T ongue, for fear he ra- 
of a want of Capacity, and ther diſcover his own Inca- 
that thoſe who Commend paciry, than the other Man's 
too much, either abuſe them- Pei fection. John Rufo, in 
ſelves, or others. geſilaus, his 528th Apot hem, com- 
King of Spe a, did not e- pares thoſe that Exagge- 
ſteem him a good Shooema- rate, and always talk big, 
ker, who made a Shooe of to barren Years, which ever 
Euceladus g ſite for a Pigmie. enhance the Prizes of Com- 
In caſe of Praiſes, he does modities. 


MAXIM XIII. 
Of the Aſcendant. 


THIS is a certain unaccountable force of 
Superiority, that ſprings from Nature, and not 
either from the Artifice, or Affectation of him 
that has it. Every one fubmits thereto: with- 


out knowing how, unleſs it be that one yields 
= 
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to the inſinuating Power of the Natural Autho- 
ricy of another. Theſe Paramount Genius's are 
Kings by Merit, and Lions by a Privilege that 
is innate to them. They command the Hearts 
and Tongues of others by a ſecret Charm, that 
makes them to be reſpected. When ſuch Men 
have the other requitre Qualities, they are cut 
out for the chief movers of the Government Po- 
litick, in regard they can do more With a Hinr, 
than others can wich their utmoſt Efforts and 
Reaſons, 

This Dominion, favs the Author, in- his 
Chapter Del ſenorio en le dexir, &c. is Sketch'd 
out by Nature, and finiſhed by Art. All who 
have this advantage, fhnd things ready done to 
their hands. Nay, Superiority it ſelf facilitates 
all things to them, infomuch'that nothing puz- 
zles them, but in every thing they come off 
with Honour. Their Sayings and Doings ſeem 
as great again as they really are. An ordinary 
Thing hath even appeared excellent, when ſe- 
conded by this Power. They who want this 
Superiority, enter diffidently upon Affairs; 
which takes from them much of their Graceful- 
neſs, eſpecially if it be obſerved. From Difh- 
dence immediately ſprings Fear, which ſhame- 
fully baniſhes Aſſurance ; and by conſequence, 
Action and Reaſon loſe all their luftre. This 
Fear ſo abſolutely rycannizes over the Mind, 
that it deprivcs it of all liberty. Infomuch that 
Reaſon is at a ſtavd, Words are frozen, and Acti- 
vity becomes diſabled. : 

The Aſcendant of him that ſpeaks, gains him 
at firſt the ReſpeR of him that hears. It makes 
the greateſt Critick give Attention; and Sove- 
reign like ſways the Conſent of a whole Com- 
. bond D 4 Pan 
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pany. It furniſhes Expreſſions, nay, Sentences 
to the Perſon that ſpeaks; whereas Fear choaks 
his Words. (1) Infipid Baſhſulneſs is ſafficient 
to chil! Hcaſ ning; and though it could over- 
flow wit! a torrent of Eloquence, yet the great 
c ld of er will put a ſtop to its courle. 


( 1.) A famous Preacher the ſame Monarch, and the 
Faun vp inte a Pulpit to Jeſuit P ſtvinw ſtop'd in 

arangue before FH IId. the middle of a Diſcourſe, 
of Spain, on a ſudden became which he was making tothe 
Dumb before he had utter'd ſaid King, and could not pro- 
a Word, which was occaſi- ceed, —— the King, 
on'd by that Prince's look- to deliver him from his Con- 

ing ſedfaſtly upon him fuſion, told him, that if hehad 
While he paid his Obeiſance the reſt written he would 
to him. A Pope's Nuncio al- read it, and grant his Re- 
ſo was confounded, in like queſt. Dichos y Hechos de Don 
manner, at an Audience of! Felipe el Segundo, Cap. 2. 


He that enters into Converſation with an in- 
nate Authority, has Reſpect at his Devotion 
before- hand: But he who engegeés in it with 
Fear, accuſes himſelf of Weakncfs, and confeſſes 
he is overcome, before he has mide the Tryal. 
For this Diffiderce of Mind, he is to be deſpiſed 
or at beſt, rot much <fccmed. The truth is, 
a wife Man ought to be reſerved, cſpeciallhy 
where he is not acquainted with bis Company. 
He firſt tries the Ford, eſpecially, it he foreſeę 
that it is cep. | £ 
Thoiigh it be both Civility and Duty to 
qualiſie this imperiovs boldneſs, in ſpcakirg to 
Princes and great Men; yet ought one to have 
a Care of fal ing irto he extremity of Baſhful. 
neſs. (2. ) Then it is that a Man ovghtto keep 
| 2 


moſtcelebrated WirsofSpain, had the preſumption to 
and whom Gracian calls the Ithink that he could not be 
3 3 | FRI pon 


(2.) John Rufo, one of the be and the Diſcerning, 
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2 mean betwixt Boldneſs and Confuſion, that 
he may neither be diſagreeable, nor ridiculous. 
Let neither your Fear be ſo great, as to make 
you loſe Aſſurance, nor your Boldneſs ſo ſawcy, 
as to forget Reſpect, See Maxim the 1824. 


confounded at the bare ſight dience, he loſt his Senſes, 
of 1 IId alledging, | like other Men, inſomuch 
That Kings were no other ſ that in going from theKing's 
than Men, and that a Man | Preſence he frankly own'd, 
muſt be extreamly deficient|that ir far'd with him, as 
to be affraid of Appearing | with thoſe that look on the 
before fuch a Prince, as Horizon, to whom it ſeems 
was of that eaſy Acceſs, and that the Heavens and Earth 
who gave Audience with |meet, but when they come 
that obliging Temper and to themſelves they find there 
Modeſty, that he never ſent is no ſuch thing. Rufo in his 
any one from him diſſatis- 7 Apothegm. This is alſo 
fy'd. But whatever Aſſu- to be met with Word for 
rance this ny fancy'd to | Word in the Dichos y Hechos 
himſelf when he, ſome time! de Don Felipe el Segunda. 
after, happen'd to have Au- 


This Superiority ſhines in all ſorts of People, 

but moſt in great Men. In an Orator it is 
more than a Circumſtance : To a Lawyer it is 
eſſential: In an Amhaſſador it is a glorious Qua- 
lity; in a Commander a victorious: Attribute: 
But in a Prince, it is the Ornament of all PerfeCti- 
on. It enhances the price of all humane Acti- 
ons ; and reaches even the Countenance, which 
is the throne of Comelineſs; and the gate which 
denotes che Signatures and Character of a Man's 
Heart; and judicious Perſons always delineate 
theirs by a noble way of Acting and Speaking: 
Eor ſublime Actions are of double value. when 
they are accompanied with Majeſty. 


Some are born with an univerſal Power, 
in all they ſay, or do. One would une 
11 4 F „ 8 ac 


in? 
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that Nature had deſign'd them for the elder Bro. 
thers of Mankind. They are made to be Supe- 
rior in all things, if not in Dignity, at leaſt . 
in Merit. A Spirit of Dominion exerts it ſelf 
in them, even in their moſt common Actions. 
All obey them, becauſe in every thing they ex- 
cel every body. They ſcize Men's Hcarts, and 
ſo at firſt become Maſters of them ; for their Ca- 
pacity is large enough. for all things. Now 
tho others may ſometimes, have more Learn- 
ing, Nobility, nay, and Vertue ; yet ſtill they 
get the better by an Aſcendant, that gives them 
Superiority ; ſo that if they have not the right, 
yet at leaſt they make good their Title by their 


Power. 
MAXIM KXULIIT. 


To Speak with the Vulgar, bus to Think with the Wiſe, 


TO ſwim againſt the Stream, is as impoſſi- 
ble a thing to ſucceed in, as it is eaſie to expoſe 
one's ſelf. Socrates was the only Man that 
could undertake it. Contradiction paſles for 
an Affront, becauſe it is the condemning of 
another's Judgment. - Malecontents multiply, 
ſometimes on account of the Thing cenſured ; 
and ſometimes becauſe of the Party that eſ- 
pous'd it, Truth is known but of a very few, 
and falſe Opinions go current with the reſt of 
the World. ( r: ) One muſt not judge of a wiſe 


( 1.) The — — Man mon — — but to Think, 
(ſays our Author in his Di- Act and Believe quite con- 
creto) obſerves inviolably trary to them.—Ehap, Hom «+ 
that great Precept of * Juizio y notaate. 1 
ſtotle, to talk like the Com-! ol 


Man 


1 
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Man by what he ſays, ſince ſometimes he ſpeaks 
at ſecond hand, that is to ſay, according to the 
common Report, tho his Judgment give the 
Lic to the vulgar Error. ( 2.) A wiſe Man a- 
voids as much being contradicted, as to con- 
tradict. The more his Judgment enclines him 
to Cenfure, the more he has a care not to pub. 
liſh it. Opinion is free; it neither can, nor 
ought, to be forc'd. The wife Man retires 
within the Sanctuary of Silence, and it ſometimes 
he be communicative it is but to a few, and 
thoſe as knowing as himſelf. | 


* 


(2) This is a Commen- Underſtanding with his N 


dation that Tacitus gives . Collegues, avoiding to en- 
zricola, in theſe words: Pro- gage with them either in 
cl ab Amulatione advergùs any Conteſt, or Competi- 
Collegat, procul 4 Content ione, tion, and was as little en- 
adverts Procuratores; et Vin- clin'd to take any Advan- 
cere Inglorium et aiteri Sordi- tage of them, as he was 
dum arhitrabatur; that is to to let them have any over 
ſay, He had always a good him. | | 


MAXIM XLIV. 
To Sympathize with oreat Men. 


IT is the nature of Heroes to love one ano- 
ther; it is a ſecret Inſtinct that Nature beſtows 
upon thoſe, whom the intends to raiſe to the 


higheſt pitch of Honour. ( 1. ) There is a Kin- 
| dred 


(r.) Sympathy (ſays our the moſt uneaſy Humour 


Author, in the «th Ghap. of has Charms for the Former. 
his Heroe) conſiſts in a Kin- There's nothing but what 


dred of Hearts, and Antipa- ary, args. can 22 on. 
She 


chy ina Separation of Wills. can perſwade without 
The higheſt pitch of Per-, Eloquence, and to obtain 
fection is expoyd to the whatever ſhe deſires, ſhe 
Odium of the Latter, and need only ſhew her Placer 
e TB HT Ft (Petition) 


9 
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dred of Hearts and Inclinations, and the Effects 
of it are by the Vulgar attributed ro Enchant. 
ment. That Sympathy reſts not at Eſtcem, it 
proceeds to good Will, and at length arrives at 
Affection; it perſuades without Speaking, and 
obtains without Recommendation. There is 
an Active and a Paſſive kind of this Sympathy, 
ard the more ſublime they are, the more hap- 
2 thoſe are that enjoy them. The skill lies in 
nowing, Diſtinguiſhing and Underſtanding. 
how to make the beſt uſe of them. Without 
this all the reſt ſignifies nothing, 


Petition) of Reſemblance. | Wiſhes, but without theEc- 
An exalted Sympathy is the cho of Correſpondence, 
North Star, which guides | they are nothing. Sympa- 
to Heroiſm. It js an eaſy thy is the A, B, C, of Love. 
matter to have a Venerati- Tis a Folly to ſet down 
on for great Men, but ve- | before any Heart, without 
ry difficultto Reſemble'em. | the Ammunition of Sym- 
Sometimes the Heart has pathy. — "Joel 


MAXIM YXLV 
To uſe Reflection without abuſing it. 


REFLECTION ought neither to be affected, 
nor know. Artifice 1s to be hid, in as much as it 
is ſuſpicious, and Caution much more, becauſe 
it is odious. ( 1. ) If Cheating be in vogue, re- 
double your vigilance, but without letting it 
be known, leſt that make People diſtruſtful 


(I.) Tacitus fays, that] ſhould be thought to dive 
whilſt 7/herius ſpoke ambi- into his Meaning. Quibu. 
uouſly in the Senate, all |unus Metus ſi Intelligere wide 
The Senators had the fame | rentur.. Ann. 1. _ 


Cread upon them, leſt they 


( +: 587 


ang mig ww , 


ww 5 oo W333 wo PF 55S wo 


did not 


( 2. ) Suſpicion proyokes to Revenge, and ſets 
Mcn upon Thoughts of doing the Miſchicf 
they never thought on before. Reflection up- 
on the ſtate of Affairs, is a great help to _ 
There is not a better proof of a Man's Senſe, 
than good Reflections. ( 3. ) The greateſt Per- 
fection of Men's Actions, depends on the per- 
ſect Knowledge where with they have been 
Executed. | {hy \ 


(a.) Agrippina had nobet-] dence, as much as poſſible, 
ter way to ſecure herſelf | that they might not thereby 
from her Son Nero's Snares, | offend the Em ror. Qui 
than by 3 that ſhe} trepidi, fortuituſque Militum 

uſpect him. Solum] Furor, an Dolus Inperatoris, 
Inſidiarum Remedium eſſe ſi non] manere ac deprehendi, aut fu- 


Inteligerentur. Ann. 14. And gere et diſpergi, periculoſſus foret, 
even when the Officers had | 31646 Conſtantiam fimulare,&c. 


enter d her Chamber, who] Hiſt. :.Ph:lipComminesblarhes 
ſhe knew were ſent to Mur-| the Conſtable of St. Pol ex- 
ther her, yet ſhe ſtill con- ceedingly, for ſhewing fo 
tinu'd her Hypocriſy, tet-|much Fear in his 
ling them: ' hat ſhe could | Lewis Xlth's preſence, as to 
not believe her Son, capable | appear in Arms before him, 
of Commanding a Parricide. tho he ſaid he did it out of 
Nihil ſe de Filio credere, non | Fear of the Count of Dams. 
Imperatum Parricidium. - Ibid. | martin, High Steward of 
One day as the Emperor Hance, who was his mortal 
Othowas treating ſome of che Enemy. Book 3d. of his. 
Principal Lords and Ladies! Memoirs, Chap. II. 
of his Court, a rude Com-  (3.) Tis thus that Tacitus 
pany of Soldiers came and | ſays, that thoſe that engage 
would have broke open the in any great Enterprize, 
Gates, pretending they had ' ought firſt to conſider if the 
ſomew hat to ſay to the Em- performing it would be eaſy 
peror. Now tho” the Gueſts} or difficult ; any Honour 
were conſiderably fright- tothemſelves, or Advantage 
en d, yet not knowing whe-]| to their Country. Omnes qui 
ther it werea piece of Trea-| Magnarum Rerum Conſilia ſuſ 
chery in Ocho, or an Acci-¶cipiunt, æſti mare debent, an 
dent; or if it were beſt tro | quod inchoatur, Reipublice Uti> 
y, Or to ſtand it, they con- * Ipſis 1 Hg aut certe nou 
gal d their Fear and Diff | arduum it, Hiſt. 2. 


MAXIM 
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MAXIM XLVI. 
To Correct one's Antipat hy. 


ITIs oftentimes our Cuſtom to Hate, right or 
wrong, that is to ſay, even before we know 
what he is, whom we hate; and ſometimes that 
| vulgar Averſion, has the boldneſs to attack even 
great Perſonages. Prudence ought to keep it 
under. For nothing diſcredits us more, than 
to profeſs a Diſlike to thoſe who deſerve to be 
Beloved. As it is noble to Sympathize with 
brave Men, fo is it the gn of an abject Tem- 
per, to have an Antipathy againſt them with- 
out a juſt Cauſe. 


MAXIM XLVII. 
To ſhun Engagements, 


1s one of the chief Maxims of Prudence. In 
large plains, there is always a great Diſtance, 
from one end to the other. It is the ſame in 
great Affairs. We muſt jog on a good way, 
before we Come to the end of them. There- 
fore the Wiſe never engage willingly in them. 
They come to a Rupture as late as poſlibly rhey 
Can, fince it is eaſier to wave the Occaſion than 
to get off, when once engaged, with Honour, 
There are Temptations of Judgment, which it 
is ſafer to avoid, than to overcome. One En- 
gagement draws a greater after it, and com- 
monly there is a Precipice hard by. Some Men 
naturally, and fometimes through a national 
Defect, meddle in every thing, and always en- 


gage 
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ge inconſiderately. When on the corittary; _ | 
he takes Reaſon for his Guide, proceeds al- 
ways with Circumſpection. He finds greater 
advantage in not Engaging, than in Overcom- 
ing; and tho' ſome raſh Blockhead may be rea- 
dy to begin, yet has he a care not to tread in his 

Steps. 


MAXIM XLVII 
The Man that bas a Stock of good Qualities. 


THE more Depth one has, the more Man one 
i, The inſide ought tobe worth as much a- 
gain as that which appears outwardly. Some 
Men have no more but a front, juſt like Hou- 
ſes, which for want of a good Foundation, have 
pot been finiſhed. The Entrance ſpeaks the Pa- 
lace, and the Cottage the Lodging. Theſe Men 
have nothing that one Can fix upon, or rather 
every. thing is fixed in them. For after the firſt 
Salutation, the Converſation is at an end. They 
make their Complement of Entrance, as the Si- 
cilian Horſes do their Caracolls, and then all of 
a {ſudden become Dumb. For the Pool of Words 
is ſoon drained, when the Underſtanding is 
ſhallow. It is eaſie for ſuch to deceive thoſe, 
who like themſelves have nothing but outward 
ſhew, but they are Fops to Men of Diſcerning, 
who preſently diſcover that they are ill furniſhed 
within. 1 pen oh 
MAXIM XLIX. 


,, Ty. 


The Fudicious and penetrating Perſon, 


ALWAYS maſters Objects, and is never 
taſter'd by them. He immediately ſounds the 
bottom 
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bottom of the profoundeſt Depth. He knows 
perfectly how to Anatomize Men's Capacities, 
Let him but look upon a Man, and he'll dive 
into the Depth of him, and know him through- 
ly. He decyphers all the Secrets of the cloſeſt 
Heart. He is quick in Conceiving, ſevere in 
Cenſuring, and judicious in drawing Conſe- 
quences. He diſcovers All, obferves All, and 
comprehends All, 
This, and the preceding Maxim, have their Com- 
ment in the Author s Diſcreto, Chap. Hombre Ju- 
izioſo y notantc, where he ſpeaks thus. 
Momus reaſoned bur very dully, when he 
would have had a little Window made in the 
Heart of Man. It would have been of very lit- 
tle uſe ro ſome Men, who look through Per-. 
ſpective : Glaſſes. A good Judgment, is the prin- 
cipal Key of another Man's Intentions, It is to 
no purpoſe for Ignorance to retreat to the Sanc- 
tuary of Silence, and Hy pocriſie into a whited 
Sepulchre; a judicious Man diſcovers All, gueſ- 
ſes at All, and penetrates into All. He at firſt 
diſtinguſhes Appearance from Reality. He 
fooks' within a Man, and reſts not on the vul- 
gar Surface. He decyphers the Intentions and 
Ends; for the Clavis of Criticizing is in his Pol- 
ſeſſion; Seldom hath” Deceit, and much leſs Ig- 
norance, boaſted of being too hard for him. This 
preeminence has rendred Tacitus ſo famous in 
general. There is no Quality more oppoſite to 
vulgar Ignorance than this; it is alone ſufficient 
to gain a Man the Reputation of being diſcreet, 
The Vulgar hath always been malicious, but 
never judicious: And though it ſays Any thing, 
yet it underſtands not Every-thing. It ſcldom 
_ diſtinguiſhes Truth from Probability. Since it 
7 ; never 
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never bites bur the bark, it ſwallows down All 
without nauſeating a Lye. And about twepe- 

es after. A Tra, from Judges of Merit and Ca- 
pacity, is more worth than all the Acclamations 
of the Crowd. And it was not without grounds, 
that Plato called Ariftotle his Whole School ; 
ard Antigonus the Philoſopher nam'd Zeno, 
the whole SUmm of his Renown, But itis to be 
obſcrved, that there is great difference betwixt 
Cenſure, and Backbiting; for che one is groun- 
ded upon Indifference, and the other upon Ma- 
lice. Our Maxim enjoins not a Diſcreet Man 
to be Satyrical, but only to be Intelligent, It 
preſcribes not the condemning of every thing, 
which would be an infupportavle Extravagance 
of Mind ; and much leſs the approving all Things, 
which is the fillicſt picce of Pedantry and Cit- 
—_— | N 


MAXIM JI. 
Never to loſe the Reſpect which is due to Us. 


ONE ought to be ſuch, as 10 have no cauſe of 
Bluſhing in private. One'sown Conſcience ought 
to be a ſufficient Rule for one's Actions. A good 
Man is more obliged to his own Severity, than 
to all Precepts.  ( 1. ) He refrains from doing 
What is Indecent, for fear of wounding his 


( 1.) Such was M. Cato red fecit, ut facere widerctur, 

( fays Patercu u ) who al- ſed quia aliter facere non pote- 
ways did good, not ſo much a. Hiſt. 2, Num. 35. He 
that he might ger the Cha- alſo ſaid that a Man could 
ratter of a good Man, as not have a more terrible 
becauſe he knew nor how to Witneſs againſt him than 
do otherwiſe. Qui nunguam his own Conſcience. 
3 . | own 
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own Modeſty, rather than offending againſt 
the Authority of his Superiors. ( 2.) When 
One ſtands in awe ot one's ſelt, one has no need 


of Senecas imaginary T 


( 2.) Every one cries he is 
Innocent, (ſays Seneca) nor 
that he is really ſo, but b. 
cauſe there was no Wirne!. 
of his Crime. Docentem 
guiſque dicit, riſpiciens T*fte; 
nos Conſcientian Ep. 43. A.- 
ſo Pliny Junicr lays, that 
moſt Menareafraid of a bad 
Name, but few fear their| 
Conſciences. Multi Fimam, 
Conſcientiam pauci verentur. 
Ep. 20. lib. 3. Arift;p>us was 
wont to ſay, Thar a wiſe 
Man would live well, if 
there were no ſuch thing as 
Law ; and another Philoſo- 
pher, that he did not obey 
the Laws, but Reaſon: Bot 
theſe meaning, that jhey 
could do their Duty volun- 
tarily, without being forc'd 
to it by Authority. To 


Reſpe&, and even to ſtand | 


in Awe of our ſelves, (ſays 
Gratian) is Council winch 
the ſeverity of C hath 
produc'd. He that neglecrs 
to pay a Reſpect to himſelf, 
give others a Power of de 
priving him of it, the 14 
Chap. of his Here. A Man 
exalted to Dignity (ſays Vi- 
my Jumior) can he be ſlighted; 
if he does not firſt flight 
himſelf, by doing mean 
Things? An contewnitur, Qui 


ucor. 


Qui ſe Primus Ipſe contemnit, 
Ep. ult. Lib. 8. Ceſar ( ſays 
cdu) having been taken 
y Pyrates in his Youth, 
the Vanquiſh'd Command- 
ed, and the Conquerors O. 


bey'd, as if he had been their 


Priſoners onlyin Ceremony, 
and their Prince in reality. 
Gracian having taken theſe 


of Paterculus; T hope it may 
not be amiſs if I give the 
Paſſage more at length with 
its Tranſlation: Admodumn 
Zwvenis, ( ſays he of Cæſar) 


cum a Pyratis captus eſſet, ita 


words out of the Hiſtory. 


F 


je, per omne.Spatinm, quo. a 
its retentus eff, apud eos geſſit, 


ut pariter iis Terrori, Venera- 
ionique t: Neque Unquam 
aut Nocte aut Die, ( cur enim 
uod wel maximum eft, fi nar- 
rari verbis ſpecioſis non pateft, 
omittatur? ) aut excalcearetur 
7 diſcingiretur. That is to 
ſay, Ceſar having been taken 
in his Youth by Pyrates, he be- 
hav'd himſelf fo prudently all 
the while he wasin their hands, 
that they equally Admir'd and 
Fear'd him ; neither was it in 
their Power, either Night or 
Day, to perſwade him to pull 
off his Cloaths or Shooes. This 
is commendable, in that 


he reſolv'd to keep to 


Imperi um, Qui Faſces habet, 
. . "= #7 » 5 X. e 5 
M1 Qui humilis et 5 ori dus, et 


his Condition as long as 
he was in it. 


MAXIM 
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MAXIM LI. 


The Man that can make a goed Choice. 


HE that makes a good Choice, is fuppos'd to 
have good Senſe, and'a great power of benctra- 
tion. Wit and Study, are not ſufficient to render 
a Man's Life always eaſy, There is no difficul- 
ty of Chuting, where there is nothing worth 
the contending for. To be able to Chaſe, and 
to Chuſe well, are the two Advantages of a good 
Diſcernment. Many Who have a pregnant and 
fertil Wit, a ſtiong Judgment, and much Krow- 
ledge acquired by Study, are at a loſs when 
they are to make a Choice: It is generally tatal 
to them to hit upon the Worſt, and one would 
ſay, that they loved to deccive themſelves: 
(t.) It is then one of the greateſt Gitis of 
Heaven, to be a Man that can make a good 


Choice. 


(r.) Paſſion (ſays our Au- 
thor in his Diſcreto, Chap. 
Hombre de buena Eleccion) is 
the ſworn Enemy of Pru- 
dence, and by Conſequence 
of Choice, And a page af- 
ter he ſays, there can be no 
Perfection where there is no 
Choice, To be able to 
Chuſe, and ro Chuſe well, is 
a double Advantage. Not 


to Chuſe, is to take blind - 
fold what is offer d, ei- 
ther thro' Chance or Ne- 

ceſſity. Let him there- 
fore that wants the Art 
of Chuſing, ſeek for it in 
Councel and Example; for 
to proceed ſafely, one muſt 
either know of one's Self; 
or hearken to thoſe tha 


do. , 


MAXIM LI. 


Never to be diſerder d with Paſſion. 


IT is a great Point always to be maſter of one's 


E 2 ſelf - 


nd 
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ſelf. (1.) A Man thereby becomes excellent 
and has the Heart of a King, ſeeing it is very 
diffcult to ſhake a great Soul. Pallions are the 
Elementary Humours of the Mind. (2.) 80 
ſoon as thoſe begin to abourd, the Mind be- 
comes Sick; ( 3.) ard it the Diſtemper riſe to 
the Mouth, Kepuration"is much in danger. 
(4-) One ought therefore ſo to get the Maſtery 
over one's ſelf, that one may never be accuſed 
of Tranſport, ncither in the height of Proſpe- 


(1.) Of this John Rufe 
| ood Example in 
is Apotheems. Don Lopez. 


0 * a 


de Acuna { ſays he ) Arm- 


ing himſelf in haſt to go 
to decide a Quarrel, told Dan John of 4»tria reply d, 
one of his Servants that 
help'd him to put on his Ar- ling your Ear at too mean a 
mour, that he ſhould make price;whereasbyhisCourage 


his Head-piece ſit eaſier, for and Patience 


that it hurt him at one Ear. 
But the Servant alledging, 
that it was impoſſible 1t 
ſhould hurt him, and thar it 
was put on as it ſhould be, 
he being preſs'd to be gone, 
went accordingly to the 
Place appointed, and engag'd 
in a bloody Combat. When 
all was over he return'd 
home, but going to take off 
his Head- piece his Ear came 
off with it; whereupon he 
turn'd in great pain to the 
Servant, and only ſaid to 
him: Did not I tell you that 
you had not put on my Head- 
piece right? Aporhegm 553. 
And in the following Apo- 
theem, after having related 
farther, that Den I an de Guſ- 


count inthe preſence of Don 
Tohn of Auſtria, that if he had 
been Don Lopez, he would 
have made a Haſh of that 
Raſcally Servant. To which 


That would have been ſel- 


e had pro- 
cur'd a laſting Repuration. 

(2.) Eger et flagrans Libi- 
{nibus Animus, ſays Tacitus 
rr 

(3.) And 'twas to preſerve 
his that Tiberius kept himſelf 
ſine Miſeratione, ſine Ira, Obſti- 
natum, Clauſumque, ne quo Ads 
fectu perumperetur. Ann. 3. 

(3.) As that adopted Son 
of Galla, Qui nullum turbati 
aut exultants Animi motum 
prodidit ; nihil in Vultu Habi- 
tuque mutatum, quali imperare 
poſſet magis, quam vellet, Hilt. 
1. And as ſpaſian, who 
ſhew'd no alteration 1n 
his Temper upon his Ad- 
vancement to the Empire. 
In ivſo nh tumidum, arr 
gans, aut in Rebus novis ne- 


| 


man ſaid on the ſame Ac- 


vum fuit, Hiſt. 2. 


rity 
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rity, nor in the depth of Adverſity; but on 
the contrary, make one's ſelf always admir'd, 
as invincible. | 


MAXIM III. 
To be both Diligent and Intelligent 


DILIGENCE executes ſpecdily, what In- 
e telligence projects flowly. ( 1. ) Precipitancy is 
the Paſſion of Fools, who not being able to diſ- 
1 cover the Danger, act at hap-hazard. On the 
d contrary, the Wiſe treſpaſs in ſlowneſs, the 
at common effect of Reflection. (2.) Sometimes 
ch Delay makes a well concerted Enterpriſe to 
miſcarry. ( 3.) Speedy Execution is the Mo- 
* ther of good Fortune. He has done much, 


ge 
= (1.) Barbaris (ſaySTacitus )| Debellatum eo Die foret, ſi Ro- 
1 Cunctatio ſerwilis, ſtatim exe- mana Claſſis ſequi maturaſſer. 
is qui Regium videtur, Ann. 6.] Hiſt. 5. If the Roman Fleet 
1 Even among the Barbarians had made haſt to purſue the 
'rwas reputed Vileneſs to; Enemy, that very day had 
A procraſtinate, and Vertue toſ put an end to the War. An- 
if execute any thing ſpeedily. ronins feſtinato Prelio Victoriam 
* Notwithſtanding Fools and] præcipit. Hiſt, 3. | 
fo Barbarians may be put into] (3.) Witneſs Cerealis, 
the ſame Scale, ſince they who according to Tacitus, 
a both Act more thro Raſhneſs] allow'd but very little time 
5 than Reaſon. V-locitas juxta| for his Commands to be 
* Hrmidinem; Cunctatio propor] Obey'd in. This Method 
; Conſtantia eſt. Taciturin Ger- of Proceeding was always 
4 mania. Precipitancy comes ſucceſsful to him, Fortune 
. very near Fear, and Delay] ſtill ſupplying any Defe& 
9 nearer Conſtancy. in his Conduct. Cerealis pa- 
I - (2.) Prelatatio imica Vis rum T-mporis ad exequenda In- 
forie, ſays Tacitus Hiſt. 3. peria dabat, ſubitus Confiliis, 
, All Decay is an Enemy to] ſed Eventu clarus. . Aderat 
5 Victory. To procraſtinate, | Fortuna, etiam ubj Artes de- 
; fuiſſent. Hiſt. . 


ij to let Conqueſt eſcape. 
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who has left nothing to be done till to mor. 


row. It was a Saying worthy of Auguſtus : Feſt ing 
lente, Make haſt ſlowly. 


MAXIM. LIV. 


To be a Man of Metal. 


WHEN the Lion is dead, the Beaſts are not 
afraid to Inſult him. ( 1. )Brave Men are not to 
be jeſted with. ( 2. ) It one reſiſt not the firſt 
time, 'twili be hard to bring one to th' combat 
a ſecond, and it fares ſtill worſe and worſe with 
one. For the ſame Difficulty that in the beginn- 

ing might have been ſurmounted, is not ſo caftiy 

manag d in the end. The vigour of the Mind 
ſurpaſſes that of the Body, it mult always be in 
a readineſs, as well as the Sword, to be made 
uſe of when occaſion ſerves. By that means we 
cauſe our ſelves to be reſpected. Many Men 
have had eminent Qualitics, yct for wart of n 
good Heart, have been looked upon as Dezd, 
ſeeing they have been buricd alive, as it were, 
in the Obſcurity of Contempt. It is not with- 
out reaſon that Nature has given Bees both Ho- 
ney and Stings, and the Body of Man as wel! 
Nerves as Bones. ( 3.) The Mind alfo, muſt have 
ſome mixture of Sweetneſs and Reſolution, 


( 1.) Non tulit Ludibrium (3.) One ought therefore 
inſolens Contumeliæ Auimus. to be ſomewhar like that Re- 
(Militum) Hift. 24. aulas, who was of a ſoft and 

( 2. ) It was for this rea-|gentle Nature, yet exceed- 
Ton that the Ephor; of Sparta ing Furious and Revengeful 
grievouſly Fin'd a certain where he was offended. N., 
Citizen, for having ſuffer'd laceſſretur, Medeſtiæ retinens, 
divers Injuries to be done non modo retulit Collegam, ſed 
him without Reſentment. | ut noxium Conjurationu ad Diſe 

quiſit;onem 


Ir 
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quiſitionem trabebat, Ann. 5.'rich'd with precious Stones, 
Gracias in the 47th. Diſcourſe, and his Left all clad in Ar, 
of his Au, reports an mour. The Emperour de- 
Actionof Pie Count of Sa- manding the reaſon of his 
voy, which deſerves to be gi- whimiical Habit, he An- 
ven hcre for an Example./ſwer'd, I am thus dreſs'd 
This Count / ſays he) ho ro ſhew your Imperial Ma- 
was a Sovereign Prince, pre- / jeſty, that as on one hand 1 
ſenting himſelf before O:ho,|© am diſposgd to pay Ho- 
Emperor of German, to re-|* mage to you; ſo on the o- 
ceive Inveſtiture from him|* ther I am ready to De. 
ofhis Dominions,camedref!* fend my ſelf againſt all 
after a fantaſtical manner :|* ſuch,as ſhall in the leaſt of- 
His right Side was all cloa- , fer to deprive me of my 
thed with Embroidery, en- Kight, 


MAXIM LV. 


The Man that can wait with Patience. 


NEVER to be too forward, nor paſſionate, is 
the ſign of a free and unconfned Heart, He that 
is maſter of himſclf, will ſon be ſo of others 
likewiſe. We muſt traverſe the vaſt courſe of 
Time, before we can come at the centre of Oc- 
cahon, A reaſonable Procrattioating :3pens Se- 
crets and Reſolutions. The Crutch of Feng; 
docs more Execution than the Club of Hercules, 
God himi-1f when he puniihes-us, makes nor af 
of the Rod, but in ſcaſon. ( 1. ) U Was 2 goge 
dying of Philip the lecond of Spain: Time, and 
I, will Challenge any other tu; tor, Fortune re- 
wards with tnterett thoſe who have but the Pa- 
tence to wait for her. 

The Author in the third Chapter of his Dif- 
creto, having given an aliegorical Deleription 


(r.) This Expreſſion King thing could be well done 
i had often inhismourh, without Time. Don Felipe el 
being perſwaded that No- Prudence. of 


E 4 
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of the Triumphal Chariot of Expectation, drawn 
by Remera's, and of her Throne made of the 
Shell of a Tortoiſe; and having told you how that 
Chariot was on a Certain day attacked by a Squa- 
dron of Morſters; ſuch as blind Paſſion, Indiſ- 
creet Engagements, Imprudent Haſte, Fool har- 
dineſs, Inconſiderat ion, Precipitation and Con- 
faſfion: Expectation, ſays he, knowing the great- 
neſs of the Danger, commanded. Retention to 
to make a halt; and Diſimulation to amuſe the E- 
nemies, Whilſt ſhe ſhould conſult hat was beſt 
to be done, | = 


(z.) The wiſe Bias, chief Scrvant to that 
great Miſtr. {s of her ſelf, adviſed her ro imitate 
Jupiter, whoſe Thunderbolts would have alrea- 
dy been all ſpert, if he had not had Patience. 
Lewis XI. King of France, was of the Opinion, 
that ſhe ſhould Diſſemble, as he had done, who 
ncver taught his Son any other Grammar, nor 
any other Politicks. Don John Il King of A. 
regen, rep: eſented to her, that till then the Spa- 
nh Delay s had had better Effect than the French 
Haſte. The great Auguſtus recommended above 
All, and inſtrad of All, his Feffina Lente. The 
Catholick King Den Ferdinand, as a Prince of 
Politicks, whercin Expe&ation is well verfed, 
ſp⸗ke more largely. One muſt firſt, ſaid he, be 
maſtcr of onc's ſifſ and then one ſhall quickly be 
ſo of others. Delay ſeaſons Reſolutions, and 
ripers Secrets; Whereas Precipitation always 
begets untimcly Births, that never attain to the 
Life of Immortality. One mull think lciſurely 
and execute ſpecdily. All Diligence that is not 


(2) Si quoties Homines pec- piter, exiguo Tempore inermis 
cant, ſua Fulmina mittat Ju- l erit. Ovid. | 


directed 


/ 
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directed by Staydneſs, runs a great riſque. 
Things eſcape from it, as caſily as they fall in 
its way : And ſometimes the reſoundiing of the 
Fall, is the firſt Signal of their being laid hold 
on. ( 3- ) Expectation is the Product of great 
Heirs, and abounds in good Succeſſes. Men 
of fall Courage can neither keep Time nor 
Secrets. 3 © by t 


(3.) Tacitus blames O-{tho's Brother, and Procu- 
the, in that he had not lus, Captain of his Guards, 
the Patience to Expect, preſsd him to a Battle 
nor the Courage to Hope. for want of underſtandin 
Teer Mord et Spei Impa- their Trade. Titianus 
fiens. Hiſt. 23 And ays Proculus imperitia properanies. 
farther, that Titianus, O- hides. i 


MAXIM IVI. 
To find out good Expedients, 


Is che effect of an happy Vivacity, which is 
no more puzzled at any thing, than as if nothing 
happen'd by chance. Some after long plod- 
ding, are {till miſtaken in every thing; and o- 
theis hit upon Expedicnts for all things, with- 
out ſcarce thinking of them at all. There are 
Characters of Ant iperiſtaſis, that never ſucceed 
better than at a plunge. Theſe are Prodigies, 
that do cvery thing well upon the ſpot, and all 

- _ il which they hit not at firſt, they ne- 
ver hit upon at all. Such People have always a 


great Reputation, becauſe by the quickneſs of 
their Thoughts, and the Succeſs of their Enter- 


prizes, Men judge their Capacity to be extra- 
ordinary. . - 


Prompitude 


4 . 
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Promptitude, faith the Author, in his Diſcre 
to, Chap. Tener buenos repentes, is the Mother of 
good Fortune. Unpremeditated Hits proceed 
always from a high flown Mind. And ſome 
Lines after. If Eſteem be due to all that is per. 
rinently done, or faid, a pat Expedient found 
out at the very nick, deſerves Applauſe. Rcadi- 
neſs and Succeſs give a double value ro things, 
Some think much, and nevertheleſs ſtill fail; 
and others ſucceed in all things, without ſcarce 
thinking at all. The quickneſs of Wit ſap. 
plics the Defect of a deep Judgment. What 
offers ar firſt anticipates Conſuſtation. There 
is nothing caſual for ſuch Men, inaſmuch 
as their preſence of Mind ſerves them inſtead of 
Forecalt. Extemporaries are the gentecl products 
of a good Diſcernment, and the Load ſtone of 
Admiration. Ordinary Actizns unpremedvira- 
ted make a greater thew, than high Deſigns that 
have been long in hatching. And a page after. 
One ſingle extemporary Hi was enough to pro- 
cure Solomon the Renown of being the wiſcit of 
Men. By one word he rendred himſelf more 
formidable, than by all his Power. .{;xanver 
and Cz; deſerv'd to be the eideſt Sons of Fame, 
(I.) the one by reſolving to cut the Gordian 
Knot ; (2.) and the other by faying when he 


( 1.) The People of Cord. 
um, a City in great PHrygia, 
having told Alexanderthar if 
he could untie the Gordian 
Knot, which was there kept 
as a Sacred Relique, he 
ſhould be Maſter of the U- 
niverſe; He finding himſelf 
not able ro Uatieir drew out 


his Sword, aid cut it in two. 


Gracian explains thus in his 
17th Diſcourſe of his Azudeza. 
It was not a Fall (ſaid he) 
that Cæſa, had, but a taking 
of Poſleſſion. Another time 
lie appeasd a Mutiny a- 
mong nis Soldiers, bycalling 
chem Fellow-Cirizens. Divu 
Julius Seditionem Exercitus 
verbo uno Compeſcuit, . Milites 


(2.) Theſe words of Car, 


Quirites vocando. Tac. An. 1 
| fell, 
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fell, It is a Sign, that Africa is under me. 
Two Extemporaries that were as good to both, 


as the Conqueſt of two parts of the World. 


That Effay gave a Secimen of their being ca- 
pable of Ruling the Univerſe. | 

If a ſudden Repartee has always been com- 
mendable, a prompt Reſolution deſerves well to 
be applauded. A haggy Promptitude in the 
Effects ſhews an emine 
promptitude in conceiving, is a Token of Sub- 
tity, and a Readineſs in finding out good Ex- 
pedients, is a proof of Wiſdom fo much the 
more ta be eſteemed, as there is great diſtance 
betwixt Vivacity, and Prudence, and between 


Wit, and Judgment. 


It is a Perfection, no leſs neceſſary than ſub- 


lime in Generals of Armies, and brave Men, 


that their Actions and Exccutions are for the 
moſt part all ſudden and tranſitory, by reaſon of 
the many fortuitous Caſcs that have neither 


been foreſeen, nor conſulted, and mi be 


ordered according as Occaſion offen 71erein 


conũſts the Triumph of their preſenc »f Mind, 


and by Conſequence the whole Ai rance of 


their Victories. | 


But it becomes Kings better to think, becauſe 
all their Actions are to be eternal. They are 
to conſider for many, and conſequently have 
need of much Auxiliary Prudence, that they 
may ſecure the publick Kepoſe. They have 
Time, and their Beds, where they let their Re- 
ſolutions ripen. They ſpend whole Nights 
in Thinking, that they may ſpend the Days in 
Action. In a word, they labour more with 
their Heads than their Hands. : 

And in the third Chapter ef bis Heroe, He ſpeaks + 
thus. | The 


t Activity in the Cauſe. 
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Fhe Sayings of Alexander are the Flambeaux of 
his Deeds. Cæſar was equally prompt in Think- 
ing and Acting. The promptitude of the Mind 
is as happy as that of the Will is dangerous. It 
furhiſhes Wings for ſoaring to the height of 
Grandeur. With theſe Wings many have raiſ. 
ed themſelres from the centre of Obſcurity, to 
the Orb of Tranſcendery Greatneſs. — 

If Subtilty Reign not, “it deſerves, at leaſt, to 
accompany thoſe who do. The ordinary Say- 
ings of a King are Crown'd Points of Wit. 
The Treaſures of Princes often fail; but their 
witty Sayings are everlaſtingly preſerv'd in the 
repoſitory of Fame. Brave Men have ſome- 
times gone farther with one word, than with 
the utmoſt force of their Arms, Victory being 
the ordinary Reward of a lucky Word of Com- 
mand. The King of Sages, and the wiſeſt of 
Kings, acquired that Reputation by the ready 
Expedient, which he found out in the greateſt 
of all Differences, which was to plead for an In- 
fant. And this ſhews that · Wit is uſeful to give 


Credit to Juſtice. | 


MAXIM LVII. 


The ſureſt Men, are Men of Reflect ion. 


WHAT is well, comes always in good time. 
What is inco ſiderately done, is as ſoon un- 
done. That which is to laſt ro Eternity, ought 
to be an Eternity in accompliſhing. Perfecti- 
on is the o ly thing that is minded, and no- 
thing is du able, but what is . All that pro- 
ceed> f om a orafound Underitanding, endures 
for ever, What is Worth much, Coſts much, 

| . The 
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rhe moſt precious Metal is the lateſt in coming 
to perfection, and the heavieſt, when it is ſo. 

(1.) Soon enough, if well enough, ſaid a Wile 
Man. We examine not how long a Man has 
been doing a Work, but only if it be well done. 
That only makes it valuable. Faft, and Slew, 
are Accidents which are unknown, or forgot- 
ten: Whereas, Well, is permanent. What is 
done in a trice, will be undone all of a ſudden. 
It ſoon ends, becauſe it was ſoon finiſhed. The 
more the Children of Saturn come before their 
time, the faſter he devours them. That which 
is to laſt ro Eternity, ought to be an Eternity in 
coming. Gracias in his Diſcrete, Chap. Tener 
buenos repentes, 


( I.) Auguſtus was wont to] ſo Art, that endeavours to 
fay. Sat cito, fi ſat bene, that| imitate Nature, ought 0 


enough done. 


is, A Thing was ſoon e- 
nough done, if it were well 
Apelles told 
a Painter, who boafted that 
he was never long about a 


Picture; that he might have 


fy'd himfelf the labour of 
telling that, ſince it was ſo 
plainly ro be ſeen. The fa- 
mous Michael Angelo, who 
was always a long time a- 
bour his Work, us'd to ſay, 
that Precipitation in mat- 


work leiſurely, it being im- 
poſſible for Man to do any 
that is Excellent in haſt. 
Thoſe Works that are the 
ſooneſt finiſh'd, ſays Father 
Bou hours in his ad. Converſa- 
tion (Entretien) are never the 
moſt perfect. Narure is for 
an Age together, forming of 
Gold and precious Stones. 
Thoſe things that acquire 
their Perfection, ſooneſt, 


ters of Art, was good For 
juſt nothing; for as Na- 
ture required time to form 
thoſe Animals that were 


ſooneſt cometo Decay. The 
early-ripe Fruit will never 


keep. On the contrary, 
what exaQts a great deal of 
time for Maturity, laſts al- 


to continue a long while, ſo a great while. 


MAXIM 
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© MAXIM Lvl. 
To Shape one s ſelf according to one's Company. 


NE muſt not ſtrive to ſhew one's Parts a- 
like ro all People, nor employ greater Force 
than the occaſion requires, There muſt be no 
profuſeneſs, neither of Knowledge nor Power. 
The skilful Fowler throws no more Corn to the 
Birds, than what is neceſſary to catch them. 
Have a ſpecial care not to be Oſtentatious of 
every thing, for if you do, you'll ſoon come to 
Want Admirers. Some new Thing is to be al- 
ways kept in ſtore, that one may appear with 
to morrow ; every day a freſh Proof, is the way 
ſill to keep in Credit, and to be the more ad. 
mired, that ſo one may never ſhew the utmoſt 
of one's Capacity. | 


MAXIM LIX. 


The Man that makes himſelf to be Deſired and Re- 
garded. 


IF a Man enter the Houſe of Fortune by the 
gate of Pleaſure, he comes out commonly by 
the door of Vexation: Ir is greater Art to get 
out thence happily, than to enter with popular 
Applauſe. Ir is the ordinary Lot of fortunate 
People, to have favourable Beginnings, and 
tragical Ends. Felicity conſiſts not in having 
the Applauſe of the People at one's Entrance; for 
that is an Advantage which all that Enter have. 
The difficulty is, to have thefſame Applaule at 


one's Exit. You ſee but very few of them that 
| are 
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are lamented. It ſeldom happens that thoſe 
who go out, ate accompanied with good For- 
ne. For it is her delight to be as Surly to 
them that go, as ſhe is Civil and Careſling to ſuch 
45 come. £3 

The - fawe Applauſe, ſays he in his Diſcreto, 
Chap. Hembre de buen dexo, that one hath had in 
the Beginning, wakes the murmuring the grea- 
ter at the End The fronts of Offices are all mag- 
nificent, but never the Back- parts; ( 1. ) Acct 4. 
ons to Dignitics are always Crowned like 
Vitories, but the Goipgs off are attended with 
Shame and Curſes. | 


« 


o 


{ 1.) When thoſe great tred the rey bore Sejanus 
Men that have had the ma- after his Fall, made them 
nagement of Publick Af- to. believe of him even the 


fairs, come to fall, then moſt Incredible and Impra- 
moſt commonly come our ' &icable Things. Quia Se- 


Invettives and Satyrs againſt ' jau facinorum ommium Re- 
them, when, 2 their pertor habebatur, ex mia 
Proſperity, they had been Caritate in eum Cæſarit, 
accuſtom'd to hear nothing | & cæterorum in Urumque 
but Flattery. Apolozy for Odio, quamvis fabuleſa S. 
the Conde Duca d'Olivarez.! immania credebantur. Ann. 4. 
Tecitus ſays, that the Ha- | 


Whar ſtrange Applauſes are paid to an Autho- 
ry at firſt, cicher becauſe of the pleaſure that 
people rake in Changes, or of the He ges that e- 
very one hath to obtain particular Favours! But 
when it ceaſes, alas, what Silence! Silence then 
ſtands inſtead of an Acclamation. 

Prudence applies it ſelf wholly to End things 
well. She is far more atrentive how to come 
off, than liſtening to the Applauſcs of an Entry, 
The vigilant Palinuras govern'd not his Veſſel 
by the Head, but the Stern. There he kept 
himſelf, that he might conduct her ſafe thro' the 
Voyage of this Life: All the Diſgrace, (and as 

| he 
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he ſays, in the beginning of that Chapter) al! 
the Race of Misfortune remains for the End; as 
all the Bitterneſs lies at the bottom of the Poti- 
on. (2.) The Precept of that Roman for Be- 
ginning and Ending was excellent, who ſaid 
that he had obtain'd all Dignities, before he 
deſired them, and had left them all, before they 
were deſired by others. Misfortune is ſometimes 
the Puniſhment of Immoderation. It is the 
comfort of the Wiſe, that they had retired be- 
fore Fortune withdrew. Heaven it ſelf hath 
employed that Remedy in favour of ſome 
Heroes. Moſes dilappeared, and Elias was ta- 
ken up, that ſo they might both conclude in 
Triumph. 


(2.) In the 28th Diſcourſe it without regret, except 
of our Author's Agudeza, he that he deſign'd what was 
attributes this Precept to | regain'd of him, and had 
Pompey. On the contrary Pa-| obrain'd what every body 
rerculus ſays, that Pompey | did not deſire he ſhould have 
had courted all . had. In Appetendss Honoribus 
ments with great earneſt-| Immodicus, in Geren dis verecun- 
neſs, but, indeed, when he diſimus, ut qui eos, ut libertiſ« 
had obtain'd them, he exer-| ſme iniret, ita finirer æquo Ani- 
\cis'd them with a great deal mo: Er quod cupiſſet Arbitric 
of Modeſty and Temper, ſuo Sumtre, Aliena deponeret. 
and when he left them, did | Hiſt. 2. * 


MAXIM LY. 
Gol Senſe. 


| ( 1. ) SOME Men are born Wiſe, by a natural 
tendency they have to enter the road of Wildom, 


( 1.) Commines ſays, that that! all other Knowledge that we 
good Senſe which Nature] can acquire in this World. 
affords us, is preferable to! Memojres 2. cha. . 


and 


3A © =, 


1 The Man of Senſei 65 
and they are got almoſt half way at firſt. Their 
Reaſon ripens with Age, and Experience, and at 
length they attain to the higheſt degree of Judg- 
ment. They ffartle at Capriciouſn-fs, as a Temp- 
tation of their Prudence, bur eſpecially in Mat- 


| Qualities are not ſufficient 


ters of State; which 0 reaſon of their extreme 
e 


Importance, require t 
on. Such Men deſerve 
vernment, or at lcalt to 
who hold it. 


MAXI 


ſtricteſt CircumſpeRi- 
ro ſit at the helm of Go- 
be Councellors to thoſe 


M IXI. 


To Exeel in what 15 Excellent. 


(1) Is a Thing very angular among the 


purality of Perfections. 


(i.) It belongs only to the 
firſt Being (ſays our Author) 
in the 6h Chap. of his Hero ) 
to have a Conjun&tion of all 
Perfections; for as he re- 
ceives his Eſſence from none 
but himſelf, ſo he can admit 
of no Limitation. There 
are ſome Perfections which 
Heaven beſtows upon us, 
and others that are left ro our 
Induſtry. One or two good 


tomake any thing excellent. 
If Heaven withhold Natural 
Talents, Application muſt 
ſupply that Defe& by Ac- 
quiring them. The former 
are the Products of Favour, 
ind the latterof Induſtry, and 


moſt commonly theſe laſt do 


not give way to the others. 


There can be no He- 


0 roe 
make an Individuum, but a. 
great deal to raiſe an Luiver- 
/al. There are ſo few of 
theſe laſt, that they are hard- 
ly to be found any where, 
but in the Imagination. The 
former 1s not reckon'd more 
worth than many others. 
ExcellentisrhatSingularity,, 
which is equivalent to a 
whole Rank. Every Pro- 
feſſion is not worthy of E- 
ſteem, nor every Employ of 
Credir. One 1s not to be 
blam'd for knowing All, but 
it would be to riſque one's 
Reputation to pretend to 

ractice All. Omnia Scire 
T fave Tacitus) non Omnia 
exequi, To be eminent in a 
low Profeſhon, is to be great 
in Lirtle, and Something in 


There is little requir'd to * To continue in 


the 


a”. 


\ 
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the middle Station, is to have 
but a Vulgar Taft, and to 
Aim at an Eminency oſten- 
times loſes one's Credit. A 
great Man. ought never to 
int himſelf to one or two 

perfections, but ſhould have 
Ambition enough to endea- 
vour being Univerſal, even 
and Infinite. To become 
eminent in All, is not the 
leaſt of Impoſſibilities, not 
ſo much on Account of the 
want of Ambition, as of 
Application and Life. Pra- 
Qticeis the means of perfect- 
ing one's ſelf in any Art, but 
moſt commonly Time and 
Patience are wanting to the 


beſt Workman. Eminency, 


in high Employ, is a Por- 
tion of ſevere duty, ſince it 
exacts the Tribute of Vene. 
ration. Let a Man therefore 
of Merit make what haſt he 
can towards an aſſur'd Emi- 
nency, for his trouble will 
be conſiderablyrecompenc'd 
by the Reputation he ſhall 
et thereby. For this Rea. 
on, the Pagans were accu. 
ſtom'd to Sacrifice Oxen to 
Hercules, to denote that 
a commendable Pains-tak- 
ing, is the Seed which 
"okay the Harveſt of 


enown, Applauſe and Im- 
mortality. a 


roe without ſome ſublime Qualities. Medio. 


crity is not an Obie 


comprehenſive enou 


for Applauſe. Eminence, in a high Employ- 


ment diſtinguiſhes one 


raiſes one to the Society of rare Men. 


from the Vulgar, and 
To be 


Eminent in a low Profeſſion, is to be Great in 


Little, and. Somerhing 


in. Nothing. What is 


-moſt Delectable, is leaſt Sublime, Eminence 


Good Will. 


- in high Marters is as a Character of Sovereign- 
ty, which excites Admiration, and conciliates - 


MAXIM LXII. 


To make uſe of good Inſtruments. 


SOME make the Quainrneſs of | their Wit 


conſiſt in employing bad Inſtruments. 


A dan- 


gerous Point of Honour, and worthy of an un- 
happy Iſſue! The Excellence of the Miniſter has 
H + never 


am AS ani © OS cs ao oa. 
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ne ver leſſer'd the Glory of the Maſter: On the 
contraty, all the Honour of the Succeſs is attti- 
duted to the principal Cauſe ; and in like man- 
ner, all the Blame. Fame founds always the 
Praiſes of the firſt Authors. Ir n-ver ſays: 


Tat Man bath bad good, or bad Servants ; but 


That he bath bten a good, or a bad Work-Aan. (ne 
mult therefore endeavour to chuſe onc's Mini- 
ters well, ſince on them chiefly depends the Im- 
mortality of Reputation. 


MAXIM LXIII 


The Excellence of Priority. 


IF Priority be back'd by Eminence, it is on 


4 double account Excellent. It is a great advan- 


tage to have the Hand at play, for that gives 
the Start, tho' the Cards be equal. Several 
had been the Phanix's of their brofeſſion, if 
others had not. gone before them. Theſe | 
have the Birthright in the Inheritance of Repu- 
tation, and there remains but a ſcanty portion 
to the others; nav, and that cven conteſted, 
It is to no purpoſe for them to fret, they cannot 
deſtroy the Opinion the World has, that they 
did no more than Imitate. ( 1, ) Great Souls, 

have 
(..) To Invent a new way One arrives ſooneſt at Gran- 
to Excellence (ſays our Au- deur, Solomm choſe rather 
thor in the th. Chapter of to be peaceable than warlike 
his Heree) is an Art not com- like his Father, whereby he 
mon. There are a great ma» more eaſily acquir'd the Cha- 


ny Roads that lead to Sin- rafter of a Hero. Tiberius al- 
ularity, but they are notall ways affected to do that by 


Eg The neweſt, tho' al- Policy, which Auguſtus did 


ways moſt untrack'd, are by Force. Philip IId. of Spain 


commonly thoſe thro'which Govern'd his Dominzons 
| F 2 without 


/ | * 
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without going out of his this Paſſion does not reign 
- Cloſet, and was a Prodigy only in forreign Succeſlors, 
of Prudence, whereas his In- but in Children themſelves, 
vincible Father was only For tho' Nature can Unite 
one of Courage. Ir is the one Blood with another, yet 
common Caprice (continues |ſhe cannot do the Minds ſo: 
our Author in his Ferdinand) Sometimes Children mayln- 
of Princes, to AQ, in moſt herit the Father's manner of 
things, quite contrary to Behaviour, but rarely his 
theirPredeceſſors,cither out way of Judging ; they rake 
of a love they have for No- all Imitation for want of 
velty, or out of Jealouſy. And. Ability, &c. 


have ever effected a new way of attaining 
Excellence: Yer ſo, that Prudence hath always 
been employed for their Guide, The Wiſe, by 
the Novelty of their Enterpriſes, get themſclves 
to be liſted in the Catalogucs of Heroes. ( 2.) 
Some had rather be Captains of the ſ{ccond 
Form, than Seconds of the firſt. 


99 An Example hereof yet more by their Deaths: 
we have in that Spaniſh He reſolv'd to Paint en gro- 
Painter, who, perceiving | ere, to the end (ſaid he) that 
that Tirian, Raphas/,and ſome cho he was out-done in the 
others, had by much excel- other Manner, he might be 
Jed him in his way, and that the Original of this. 
their Reputation encreas d | 


MAXIM LXIV. 


Zo Vex as little as may be. 


Is a moſt uſcful Art. It is as the Midwitc 
to all the happincſs of our Lives. (1.) Either 
to give or rective bad Tidings is good for No- 
My thing. 

( 1.) Bad News ought ne- the News that Agricola, whom 
ver to be carried to Princes. he hated on account of his 
Tacitus ſays, that great Haſt Reputation, was at his laft 


was made to carry Domitian Gaſp, Cc. Moments acficiews 
. 
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per diſpoſitos Curſores nuntiata, jif you have = mind to live 
wullo credente ſic accelerari, que |at quiet, nor ever Re- 
triſtis audiret. In Agricola. war that Courier that 
Never relate bad News, brings you any. n Ler- 
(ays John Rufo to his Son ) I ter in Verſe. | 


thing. We are only to give Admittance to 
thoſe that aſſwage Troubl-. There are ſome 
who employ their Ears only in hearing Flatte- 
ries ; others pleaſe themſclves with liſtening 
to falſe Reports; and ſome cannot live ſo much 
as one Day without ſome Vexation, no more 
than Mithridates could without Poylon. Nay, 
it is a far greater Abſurdity, for one to have a 
Mind to diſturb one's ſelf, as long as one lives, 
once to give Satisfaction to another, whatever 
Affinity one may have with him. We muſt 
never offend againſt our ſelves, ro comply with 
him, who adviſes, and keeps off at a diſtance. 
It is therefore a rational and uſctul Leſſon, that 
as often as it is put to thy Option, to pleaſe 
another, or diſpleuſe thy ſelf, thou'lt do better 
to let another be Diſcontented, than to become 
ſo thy Self, and that without Remedy. 


MAXIM LXV. 
The Quaint and Diſcerning Fudgment. 


THE Judgment is cultivated, as well as the 
Wit. The excell-nce ot Underſtanding firſt re- 
fines the Ocſire, and afterwards tie pleaſure of 
Enjoyment. The extent of the Capacity is mea- 
ſured by the Delicacy of ee A great 
Capacity ſtands in need of à great Object to 
give it content; for as a large Stomach requires 


2 proportionable quantity of Food, ſo high 
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Minds demand elevated Matters. (1.) The no. 
bleſt Objects ſtand in awe of a delicate Judg. 
ment; for Perfections that are generally et ecm. 
ed, dare not hope to pleaſe it. Seeing there ig 
but little withour the wmixiure of In perfect ion, 
one ought to be very tparirg of Eſteem. Judg- 
ments are formed in Coverfation ; and we 
make that or another Man's our own by tre- 
quthiing his Company. It is then a great han. 
pinels to have Converſe wich Perſons of an cx- 
Ccllnr Judgment, Yer we muſt not tuke Pro- 
teilion of Fitecming nothing at all: ior that 
is an extreme Folly, ard an Affectation more 
odious than a deprev.d Teſt. Some would have 
God iww'make another World and other Beau- 
ties, to fatisty their cxtravagant and Whimtic, ] 
Fancies. X 


(I.) All great Capacities | have it excellent. Judg- 

(ſays our Author in the 5th. | ments are to be commu- 
Chap. of his Arie) have ever ſ nicated by, Convei ſation. 
been found difficult to ſatis-It is theretore a great Hap- 
fy. Judgment is to be culti- pineſs to meet with fuch 
vated, as well as Wir. Theſe! People as have excellent 
een. A critical Taſt 
dren of C:pacity, who kave is a rare Talent. The moſt 
equal y d vided Excellence} Ce ebrated and 1mpenetra- 
between them. A ſublime} ble PerfeGions fear ſucha 
Mind hath never yer had a One. Philip IId. of Spain 
vulgar Diſcernment. I here | had ſo extraordinary nice a 
are a ſo;t of Perfections] Taſt, that he could never re- 
which are very Suns, and o- liſh any thing but what wasa 
thers that are but glimme- wonder in its kind: An In- 
rings of Light. The Eagle] ſtance of which you have 
can lock fixedly vpon the as follows, A #rrugucze 
Sun,whilſt the poor Butter- Merchant one day ſhow 
flyis blinded bya Candle. The him a Diamond, whic 
Greatneſs of the Capacity, ſeem'd a Star ufon Earth, 
is known by the goodneſs all the Court expetted 
of the Diſcerament. Tis that he flou!d have ex- 
Tomething to have it good, treamly admin'd it, bur in- 
but tis extiaordinary to, ſtead thereof they Sound By 
| | | RE rather 
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rather deſpis d and ſlighted gbr too much. What were 
it; not that this great King you. :hiuking of ( replied the 
valu'd himſelf upon being as King) when you ſet ſo great a 
Proud as Grave, but becauſe Value upon it.” I was thinking- 
a Mind, made for the Won-!( anſwer d the Merchant 
ders of Nature, could norſuf-|:har Philip IId. was yet in be- 
fer it ſelf to be dazled with|/ng. Whereupon the King 
vulgar Objects. , (ſays being more charm'd wit 
Philip to the Portugueſe) at] the Beauty of his Expreſſi- 
do you value this Diamond at, on, than with that of the 
Friend, if one ſhould have a fan- Diamond, order'd the Mo- 
ty to Buy it? Sir, (replies the | ney to be immediately paid, 
Merchant) Seventy Thouſand | and ſo diſmiſs'd him. See 
Ducats, which I have ſet upon the reſt of this Chapter in the 
the head of this Off-ſprins o 4 Notes of the 28th. and 41, 
the Sun, I hope, will not be Maxims. 


MAXIM LXVI. 


To take good Meaſures before ewe Engage in any 
thing. : 8 4 


SOME have Regard to the Project, more 
than the Event; nevertheleſs Direction is not 
a ſufficient Surety to ſave one from the Diſho- 
nour that attends an unfortunare Iſſue. (1.) The 
Conqueror fears no Bills of Attainder. There 
are but few who! are capable of examining 
into the Reaſons and Circumſtances, but every 
one judges of the Event: (2.) And therefore 
a ſucceſsſul Man never loſes his Reputation. A 


: 


(.) YViftoria Rationem wow! 
addit, ſays Tacitus, Hiſt. 4. 
Thoſe that get the Better 
have always the Honour, 
lays Commines, Book 5th. of his 
Mm, Chap. 9. 

(2.) Witnels that Cerialic, 
who, as raſh as he was, has 
always paſs'd for a Great 


EF 


Man, becauſe his good 
Fortune made Amends for. 
his want of Conduct. Ad 
rat Fortuna, etiam ubi Artes 
defuiſſent, Tac. Hiſt. 5. Ceri- 
alis, intecto Corpore prompt us 
inter Tels, felici Jumeritateé. 
Iovid. Hiſt. 4. ; 
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happy End crowns all, tho” wrong Means may 
have been uſed for attaining it. Tis Art to 


go contrary to Art, where One cannot other. 
wiſe compaſs one's Ends. 


MAXIM LXVIl. 
To prefer plauſible Employments. 


. MOST Things depend upon the Satisfact. 
ion of others. Eſteem, is to Perfections, what 
the Zephyrs are to Flowers; that is to ſay, 
Nouriſhment and Life. There are ſome Em- 
ployments generally applauded, and others, 
Which tho' they be High, yct are not cout. d, 
Tlie former gain che Good-will of every Bo- 
dy, becauſe they are Executed in the View of 
the World. The others are more majeſtical, 
and as ſuch, attract higher V<neration. But 
becauſe they are conceald, they are ſtill the leſs 
applauded. (.) Among Princes, the Victo- 
rious are ever the moſt Celebrated. (2.) And 
hence it is, that. the Kings of Arragon have 
been ſo famous, by their Tiiſes of Warriours, 
Conquerors, Magnanimous, &. Let a Man 


( fays. Tacitus) faciendum Cer- Arragonta Reges. That is, Ca- 
tamen: De Alienis certare Re-| ſtile has afforded great Cap- 
giam Laudem eſſe. Ann. 15.|tains, and Arragon great 
that is, That Princes ought] Kings. Our Author in bis 28th. 
to try their Force in Battel, | Diſcourſe of his ' Agudera, 
and that their Virtue conſiſts and une Gt. Chap. of his 
in Conquering. Cabreraſays,| Heroe ſays thus; in a word, 
that Military Virtue ſeems| the 29 Kings of Arragon were 
a kind of Divinity in He-{ all * to thoſe of Ca- 

roes. Chap. 26. of the gth.| ſtile in Valour. 
Book of his Phil d, * | 


(1.) Yirorum ace Cre (2.) Inſignes Caſtella Ducer, 
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of Merit then, if he would eternize his Memory 
by general Applauſe, chufe ſuch Employments, 
wherein every one hath ſome Knowledge, and 
All bave a ſhare. 

Some, ſays the Author, in the Eight Chapter 
of his Heroe, prefer Employments that are diffi- 
cult, before others that are more Plauſible, the 

Admiration of ſome choice Men being more 
| charmiog to them, than the Applauſe ot a great 
many in the Crowd. They call well tim'd En- 
terprizes, the Wonders of the Ignorant. The 
Truth is, few know the Difficuly and Excel- 
lence of a great Undertaking; bur ſeeing theſe 
are Sublime Wits, for all' they are fo few, they 
fail not yet to bring themſelves in Vogue. What 
is Plaufible, is eaſily known, it familiarizes it 
Self with the Senſes ; but then the Applauſe it 
receives, is ſo. much the more Vulgar, as it js 
Univerſal. The Quaintneſs of the ſmall nunz- 
ber carries it againſt the Multitude of the Vul- 
gar. Nevertheleſs, it is the Character of a fine 
Wit, to Bribe common Attention by the Charm 
of Popularity; ſince Eminence dazling the Eyes 
of All, ſettles Reputation by common Conſent. 
We muſt Eſteem what has the good Opinion 
of All. The Excellence of Plauſible Actiqns is 
Conſpicuous ; whereas thoſe which are above 
the ordinary Reach, are never ſo Evident, but 
that they are ſtill very Metaphyſical, being no 
ways Illuſtrious, but thro' the Ideas that Men 
conceive cf them, TI call that Plaufible which 
is ated in View, and to the Satisfaction of all 
People, and which hath always Reputation for 
2 Baſis. Whereby I exclude ſome Employments 
that are as void of Credit, as they abound with 
Oftentation, A Comedian is Rich in Applau- 
83 | 3 7 7 wn 5 _ 
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fes, but Poor in Eſteem. In the Functions of 
the Mind, the Plauſible hath ever had the Ho: 
nour. A polite and ſmooth running Diſcourſe 
tickles the Ear, and charms the Underſtanding ; 
On the contrary, a dry, bombaſt, metaphyſi. 
cal way of Expreſling one's ſelf, either ottends, 
or cloys the Hearers. And in his Diſcreto, Chap, 
Hombre de buena Eleccion: There are, ſays he, 
Employments, whereof the chief Exerciſe con- 
fills in Chuſing, and which depend more up- 
on others, than upon the Practiſer; as are all 
ſuch, whoſe end is to Teach and Pleaſe. Let 
the Orator then prefer florid Arguments. The 
Hiſtorjan mingle the Pleaſant with the Uſeful; 
and the Philoſopher the Specious, with the Sen. 
tentious. ( 3. ) Let them all ſtudy to ſuit the u- 
niverſal Reliſh ;' which is the true method of 
Chuſing : It is the ſame as in a Feaſt, where the 
Dithes are not drefs'd to plcaſc the Cook's Pa- 
late, but that of the Gueſts. What ſignifies it, 
that the Matter exceedingly Pleaſes the Orator, 
if it be not Reliſhed by the Hearers, for whom 
it was prepared. r 
N | 
Nam Cena Fercula noſtræ, 
Malim Convivis, quam placuiſſe Cocis, 
1999799] Says "Martial, 


- 


4 = | TS FE i - 4 f ; 
(A.) Tacitus ſays, that Hu gues compos d by the Ora- 
guſius found great facility in| tor Trachalis, becauſe he had 

| +4" tg which advantagi-|a magnificent and numerous 
ous Quality he commends, Stile to fill the Ears of the 
as becoming a Prince. Auditors. Trachali Ingenid 
guſto prompta ac profluens, que | uti credebatur, cujuus 7:4 O- 
deceret Principem, Eliten rand, ad implenaas is 
fuit. Ann. 13. Whereby it res, „ ſonans, Lac. 
appears, that ac tus was for] Hiſt. r. T., alſo ſays fur- 

ePlauſible. The Roman Em-] ther, That Seneca accom- 


peror Ohe had his Haran -I modated his Thoughts 2 
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Expreſſions to the Humour] People and Soldiers. Fuit 
of the Age he liv'd in. zd Yiro Ingenium amanum, 
Alſo that Corbulo, who had | & Temporis illius Auribus 
all the Qualifications of a | accommodatum. (de Seneca) 

rear General, affected, in| Ann. 13, Corbulo Corpore in- 

fis Words and Actions, gens, werbis magnificus, et, ſu- 
an I know not what en- per Experient/am, Sapientiam- 
aging Manner, which ex- que, etiam ſpecie Inanium, Va- 
ceedingly gain'd upon the lidus. 1bid. 


MAXIM LXVIII 


To Inform, is far better than to put in Mind. 


SOMETIMES we are to put in Mind, 
ſometimes to Adviſe. There are many who 
have fail'd in doing things which mighr have 
been Excellent, becauſe they never thought ſuf- 
fciently-on them. Then it is that good Advice 
is in ſeaſon, to make them conceive what is re- 
quiſite to be done. It is one of the greateſt Ta- 
lents a Man has, to have a preſence of Mind to 
think on what he hath to do; for want whereof 
many Affairs have miſcarried. He then that 
comprehends, is to Carry the Light; and he that 
needs it, ought to make Application to him for 
it. The firtt ought to be Sparing, and the o- 
ther Diligent. Tis enough for the former to 
clear the way for the latter. This is a very im- 
portant Maxim, and profitable for him that In- 
ſtructs: And in caſe his firit Leſſon be not ſuffi 
ent, he ought with pleaſure to proceed. Ha- 
ving once conquer'd the, Nay, he muſt dex- 
terouſly catch hold of a, Tea: For it often hap» 
pens, that nothing is obtained, becauſe nothing 
is attempted. N . 


* 
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MAXIM LXIX. 
Not to be of the Humour of the Vulgar. "1 


HE is a great Man that gives no admiſſion to 
popular Impreſſions. Ir is a Leſſon of Prudence 
to reflect upon one's Self, to know one's own 

Inclination, to prevent it, and even to go to 
the other Extremity, that one may find the 
- poize of Reaſon berwixt Nature and Art. The 
Knowledge of one's Self, is the beginning of 
Amendment. There are ſome Monſters of Im- 
pertinence, who are now of one Humour, and 
by and by ot another ; and whochange their Opi- 
nions as often as their Humours. © They engage 
quite contrary to each other Affairs, being 
| always hurried away by the impetuoſity of that 
civil Tempeſt, which not only corrupts the Will, 
but alſo e Underſtanding and Judgment. 
A great Capacity ( ſays our Author, in the 
Chapter, No rendirſe al Humour, of his Diſcrete) 
never is carried with the flux and reflux either 
of Humours or Paſſions: It is always above that 
ruſtick and immoderate Temper, Many ſhame- 
fully ſuffer themſelves to be tyranniz'd over by 
the predominznt Humour. They maintain tg 
Day what they contradicted Yeſterday. Some- 
times they ſtand for Reaſon, and ſometimes 
trample it under foot. There is no ſtop to be 
put to th: ir Judgments, which are at the height 
of Extravagance. You cannot take them in 2 
good Senic, becauie they have none. -Yelter- 
day, and to Day, they differ as much as Black 
and White; and ther h:ving been the firſt to 
concradict themiclves, they atterwards 01 
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dict all others. When once we come to under- 
ſtand their depraved Minds, it is beſt to let them 
alone in their own confuſion; for the more they 
do, the more they undo. 

It is an Argument of a rich Stock of Senſe, 
to know how to prevent and correct one's Hu- 
mour, fince it is a Diſeaſe of Mind wherein a 
Wiſe Man ought to Govern himſelf as in a Di- 
temper ot the Body. 


I dere are ſuch far- gone Impertinents, that 


ne always in ſome trifling Humour; always 
gall'd with ſome Paſſion; inſupportable to thoſe 
who have to do wich them, perpetual Enemies 
of Converſation and Civility, and who have no 
reliſh even of the beſt Things; nay more incu- 
rable than ſtark Ideots: For with a little Com- 
_—_ theſe are Wheedled, when thoſe grow 
ut worſe by ir. There is nothing to be got 
of them by Reaſon ; for having none themſelves, 
they'll receive none from others | 
But if a Man ſometimes fall into%a Paſſion, 
and that but rarely, and for good Cauſe, there 
will be no ground to accuſe him of a vulgar In- 
conſiderateneſs: For never to be angry, has too 
eat a Tinctutre of the Flegmatick; but a con- 
ant bad Humour, and that towards all People, 
is inſupportable ill Nature. Anger, which 
makes the Slave, may ſtill be a Sauce for a Free 
State: But he that is not capable of knowing 
* be (till leſs in correcting him- 


MAX. 
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MAXIM LXX. 
To know how to Refuſe. 


| ALL is not to be granted, nor that to All. To 


know how to Refuſe, is as important as to 
know how to Beſtow; and it is like wiſe a ve. 
ry neceſſary Qualification in thoſe that Com- 
mand. Al! contiſts in the manner: a Na, from 
others, becauſe a, Nay, deliver'd with Com- 
plaiſance, gives greater Content than a, Yea, 
with a bad Grace, There are fome who have 
always a Nay in their Myuths. No, commonly 
fits upon the tip of their Tongues; and tho 
they change afterwardsro Grant all that is deli. 
red, yet have they no Thanks for it, becauſe 
of the Unſavory, No, that went befgre, We 
muſt not refuſe Point Blank, but hand down 
our Denials by the ſmootheſt methods of Diſ- 
like, that we are able to expreſs. Nor mult we 
refuſe all things neither, leſt we put People in- 


to Deſpair ; but, on the Contrary, leave always 


a remnant of Hope to ſweeten the bitterneſs of 
a Denial. Let Courteſie fill up the vacuum of 
| Favour, and good Words ſupply the want of 
9 Deeds. Yea, and No, are ſoon ſaid; but 
before we ſpcak them, we ought to conſider 
well of them. See che Maxim the 133d. 


MAXIM LXXI. 


Not to be Unequal, and Irregular in one's Proceeding, 


A Prudent Man n ver falls into that Fault, 


neither through Humour, nor Alfectation. He 
| | 18 
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The Man of Senſe. 79 
i; fill the ſame in relation to that which is Per- 
fe; which is the ſign of a ſound Judgment, 
If he ſometimes change, it is becauſe the Coun- 
tenance of Occaſions and Affairs is Alter'd. 
All Inequality misbecomes Prudence. There 
we ſome who daily differ from themſelves : 
Their Underſtanding is a Shuttlecock, and much 
more their Will and Conduct: What was Ye- 
terday their Obliging Yea, is ro Day their Diſ- 
obliging No. They always falſify their Procee- 
ding, and the Opinion that Men have ofthem, be- 
cauſe they are never themſelves. 


MAXIM LXXII. 
The Man of Reſolution. 


(i.) IRRESOLUTION is worſe than bad Exe- 
cution. Waters corrupt not while they run, but 
when they are ſtanding. There are ſome Men fo 
Irreſolute, that they never do any thing but 
what they are puſh'd on to by others; ( 2.) and 
that ſometimes proceeds not ſo much from the 


(1.) Tacitus ſays, that ſome Conſilio, 


ſorts of Affairs will admit off dai, wif erattum. Coſafatta 


uod non poteſt lau- 
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no Delay, and that in them 


Precipitation is more worth 


than all the Council which 
can be given. Opportunus 
maonu Conatibus Tranſitus Re- 
rm: nec Cunftarime Opus, 
ubi perniciofior ſit Quies, quam 
Temevitas, if. 9 And in 
mother place of the ſame 
Book, he ſays farther, Nihil 
in Diſcord is civilibus Feſtina- 
tine tutins, ubi, Pacto magis 
quam Conſulto Opus ect. And 
again in another place. Nul- 
lu Cuncfatieni locus eft in eo 


Capo ha, lays the Florentine. 
Proverb; that is, a Thing 
done, 1s better 'than a 
Thing to do. Machiavel 
has an excellent Saying, 
Niuna Coſa nuoce tanto al Tem- 
po quanto Piſteſſo Tempo. No- 
thing is more prejudicial 
to Time, than Time it 
3 
| (2,) Of this Tiberius was 
an Inſtance, of whom Taci- 
tu ſays, Cujus ut callidum In- 
genium, its anxium Judlicium. 


Ann. 1. 


puzzling 
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puzzling of their Judgments, which is otten 
quick and ſubtile, as from a natural Lazi neſs. It 
is the ſign of a great Mind to raiſe it Self. Difficul- 
ties, but of a much greater to know how to 
clear them. There are alſo Men who are ſcl. 
dom put to the ſtand at any thing: Theſe arc born 
for great Employments, inaſmuch as the quick. 
neſs of their Conceptions, and ſtcadineſs of their 
Judgments, tacilitate to them the Und rſtand. 
ing and Diſpatch of Affairs. Whatever falls in- 
to their Hands, is as good as done at firſt. One 
of this Character having given Law to one 
whole World, had time enough left to think 
of another. Such Men undertake with Aſſurance, 
under the Protection of their good Fortune. 


MAXIM LXXIIL 


To find out Eva ſions. 


. 


Js the knack of Men of Parts. ( 1.) With a 
touch ot Sagacity; they extricate themſclves 


| ; | Out 
(J.) The Count of Caſta- faid to him; Sir, How is it 
Tda, of the Family of Mane-| poſſible that your Majeſty ſhould 
ſes inPortugal, after this man- ¶ Knock, in the leaſt, at any Door, 
ner made Amends, by a wit-| #nd not have it immediately O- 
ty Saying, for a great Af. hend ro Tou ? A Turn of 
front he had Offer'd ro his] Thought, which as much. 
Maſter Don John IV. the Oc-] pleas'd the King, as the paſs'd 
caſion was. this: He being| Action had diſpleas d him. 
the King's Favourite, his Ma- So that Gracian had reaſonto 
jeſty one day, as he w asplay-| ſay, that a good Preſence of 
ing with him, gave him a Mind, always ſerves for a 
Clap on the Backſide wherc-| Refuge for Faults, and alſo 
at the Count let a great F--r, makes ſo great Recompence 
in his hand. The being for them, that it proves e- 
not a little ſurpriz d at this ven an Advantage to have 
want of Reſpe&, the Count C ommitted them Ag nue 
obſerving it, immediately! Diſcourſe the 45th. Joby ae 
; eun 
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Man, one of the firſt Refor- Purpoſe ; when, he foreſee, 
mers of the Fench Language, ing abundance of Blood and 
having anger'd the Women Slaughter, diſarm'd them all 
by a certain Paſſage in his by an Impromptu, deſiring 
Romance, call'd Th2 Roſe,the that the Pureſt among them 
Court Ladies Looking up- might begin the Execution; 
on, themſelves as the moſt which none of them pre- 
Aſtronted, reſolv'd to Re- rending much to, they de- 
venge it, by Whipping ferr'd their Intentions, and 
him. Whereuponſeizing him] let him eſcape. This Hi- 
one Day, they ſtripp'd him ſtory is ſaid to be repreſen- 
ſtark naked, and were about] red in an old Tapiſtry in 
to have executed their cruel i the Lon v at Paris. 


out of the greateſt Labyrinth. A graceful Smile 
will make them to avoid che moſt dangerous 
Varrel. The greateſt of Captains founded all his 
Reputation upon this. (2.) A werd with a 
double meaning agrecably palſiates à Negative. 
There is nothing better, than never to be too 
well Underſtood. 


(2.) I ought not to omir baſſador reply d, If Your 
here a good Repartee made {Majeſty go ſo quick, you 
by a Spaniſh Ambaſſador to may come time enough to 
Henry IVth of France, who [Yeſpers in Sicily. Gracian, 
ſaying a little before his in the 49th Diſ.curſe of his 
Death, that he intended to | A gudeza. This wasaThreat 
go into Italy with his Army, [paid with another Threat, 
where he would Breakfaſt at for no body is Ignorant that 
Milan, Hear Mattins at Rome, the Sicilian Peiſpers were & 
and dine at Naples; the Am- Notorious Mafacre. - 


MAXIM LIXXIV. 


Not to be Inacceſſivie., 


THE true wild Beaſts are wheie no People 
live. A difficult Acceſs is the Vice cf thoſe” 
whole manners Pref-rment hath changed. To 
egin by rejecting of others, is not the Way 

Cr ro 
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to get Credit. How pleaſant is it to ſee one 
of thoſe untractable Monſters ſtrut in the Garh 
of Haughtineſs! They, who are ſo unhappy 
as to have Buſineſs with them, go to their Au— 
dience, as if they were going to fight Tygers ; 
that is to ſay, arm'd as much with Fear as Cir- 
cumſpection. To mount to that Poſt, they had 
cring'd to all People; but fo ſoon as they were 
in it, it ſeems they would take their Revenge 
by huffing every body. Their Employment re- 
quires that they ſhould be free to All; but 
their Pride, and ſurly Humour makes them Ac- 
ceſſible to no Man. So that the true way to 
be reveng'd on them, is to let them alone by 
themſelves, to the end, that wanting all Con- 
verſation, they may never become Wiſe. 


MAXIM IXXV. 


To propoſe to one's ſelf ſome Heroe, not ſo much to 


imitate, as Surpaſs. 


THERE are Models of Grandeur, and li- 
ving Books of Reputation. Let Every one pro- 
poſe to himſelf ſuch as have cxccl!'d in their 
Profeſſion, not ſo much to follow, as to out- 
ſtrip them. Alexander wept, not that he faw 
Achilles in his Tomb, but to ſce himfclt ſo little 
known in the World in compariſon of him. 
Nothing inſpires us with more Ambition, than 
the Fame of another's Reputation. That which 
ſtifles Envy, gives Breath to Courage. 


MAXIM. 
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MAXIM IxXXVI. 
Net to be ahvays in a Jocoſe Humour. 


PRUDENCE appears moſt by Seriouſneſs; 
for the Serious arc ever more eſteemed than the 
Jocoſe. He that Banters always, can never be 
a thorough pac'd Man. We ule thoſe People, 
as we do Lyars, never believing what they ſay, 
Jeſting being no lels to be ſuſpected, than down 
right Lying. We never know when they ſpeak 
with Judgment, which is the ſame thing as if 
they had none. (t.) There is nothing more 
diſagrecable than continual Jeſting. By endea- 
vouring to purchaſe the Reputation of being 
Pleaſant, one loſcs the Advantage of buing 
thought Wife. {2.) Some minurces are to be 
allowed to Mirth, and the reſt to feriouſnels. 


(r.) A Lacedemonian once to be always Serious, as to 
told a Comical Orator, that | be always Joking. A cer- 
he thought he ſhould ſoon [rain Poet ſays, that 'tis a 
become ridiculous, by Imi-| piece of Gallantry, to mix 
tating him. The Lat-m word|a little Lolly with cne's 
Sales Teſts) ſays Gracian in| Seriouſneſs. 
his Diſcreto, Chap. (No eftar | M.ſceStultiti amConſil:'s brovem 
fiempre de Burlas) ſhows of it Dulce «8+ defiperein loco. 
ſelf how we ought to make Horace, Ode 11. lib. 4. 
uſe of it, that is, as People| John Rufo ſpeaking of an 
do of Salt when they eat. Impertinent Buffoon ſaid, 
. (2.) Cato was wont to ſay, | that he was like to a leaden 
that 'twas the ſame Exceſs Bell. Apothegm the 3 56th. 


MAXIM LXXVII 
To be Company for all Sorts of Men. 


WISE is that Protexs, who is Holy with the 
Holy, Leained with the Learned, Scrious With 
G 2 the 
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the Serious, and Jovial with the Merry. (1.) That 
is the way to gain all Hearts, Reſemblance be- 
ing the loadſtone of Good Will. To difccrn 
Tempers, and by a politick Transformation, to 
{air the Humour and Character of every one, 
is a S.cret abſolutely neceſſary for thoſe who de- 
pend on others. But that however requircs a 
great ſtock of Obſervations to ſer up with. A 
Man who is univerſal in Knowledge and Experi- 

ence, has leſs trouble ia doing it. " 


(1.) Ad connefenans Amitis | rum Similitudo, ſays Pliny, 
tias tenaciſſimum Vincuſum, Mo- Ep. 14. lib.\g. 


MAXIM LXXVIII. 
The Art of Undertaking to Purpoſe. 


"FOLLY enters always at random: For all 
Fools are bold. The fame Ignorance which 
hinders them at firſt from conſidering what is 
neceſſary, hides from them afterwards the know. 

ledge of the Faults they commit. On the con. 
trary, Wiſdum enters with great Circumſpecti- 
on. Her Fore-rurners Reflection and Diſcte- 
tion, ſcour the Road for her, that ſhe may ad- 
vance without danger. Diſcretion ſentences all 
kinds of Temerity to a PreCipice, though Suc- 
ceſs ſometimes juſtifies them. One ought to 
go {tep by ſtep, where one ſulpects there is any 
depth. It is the part of Judgment to Sound, 
and of Prudence to Execute. I here are at pre- 
ſent great ſnielvcs in the converſe of the World. 
We ought therefore to take great care of our 
Soundings. | | 
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MAXIM LXX!X. 


The fo vial Flumour. 


15 rather an Accompliftynent than a Defect, 
when ther is no Exceſs in it. A grain of 
Mirth ſeaſons All. The greateſt Men, as well as 
others have their Frolicks, for purch ating the 
good Will of every Rody: But {til} with this 
difference, that they always retain a preference 
for Wiſdom, and a Reſpect to Decency. O- 
thers come off, when they are gone too far, by 
a Spell of good Humour. For {ome things are 
to be taken Laughing, and the very fame of- 
tentimes which others take in good carneft. 
dach a a Humour 1s the Charmer of Hearts, 


MAXIM LXXX. 
To be careful to be Informed. 


THE Life of Man. is almoſt wholly ſpent in 
getting Intormation. (1. What we fee is 
the leaſt Eſſential. We live upon the Credit of 
others. The Ear is the fecond Door to Truth, 
and the firſt to Lies. Moſt commonly Truth 
is ſcen, but it is extraordinary to hear it. 
(2.) It ſeldom arrives pure at our Ears, eſpe- 
cially when it comes trom far: For then jt 
takes ſome tincture ot the Patlions that it meets 
wit by the way. Ic plcaſcs or diſpleaſcs, ac- 


(1. ) Spiflamus quy coram tur. Ann. 2. Que ex engine 
Labentur, ſays Tacitus Ann: 6. quo, in majus audieburics, 6 
125 Cunt 14, ut ex lengingue Ann. 4. 

eutta, in deterigs ad fereban- 
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cording to the Colours that Paſſion, or Intereſ 
impoſe on it, which aim always at prepoſſeſ. 
ſing. Have a Care of him that Prail.s ; but 
much more of him that Blames. There it i; 
that one hath need of a ſharp Sighr, to diſco. 
ver the Intention of him that makes his Pal, 
and to know betorc-hand where he has à ming 
ro hit. Make uſ: of Reil-&ion in diſcerning 
the"Siight or Counterfeit tr6m the good Stuff. 


MAXIM LXXXI. 
To revive one's Reputation from Time to Time. 


IS the Privilege of the Phoenix. Excellence is 
ſubject to grow old, and with it, in like man. 
ner, Fame. (1.) Cuſtom leſſens Admiration. 
An indifferent Novelty commonly carries it 
from the higheſt Excellence that begins to grow 
old. One had need then to revive in Valour, 
Wit, Fortune, in all things, and to ſhcw al- 
ways new Beauties, as the Sun does, which 
ſo often changes Horizons and Theatres, that. 
thereby Abſence may make him de ßirable 
—_ he Sets; and Novelty admirable when he 
Rites. 


(1.) This is, as Tacitus un- on an Object (ſays Boubmr: 
derſtands it, where he ſays, in his C:yverſations) we ceaſe 
that every thing that is un- to admire it. We ſcarce 
known is well eſteem'd. care for looking on the Sun, 
Omne Ienotum pro magnifico eft. becauſe we ſee it almoſt e- 
In Agricola; and in another very day, and when we 

Place, That the Majeſty of have often ſeen a thing, we 
a Printe is more reſpected generally find nothing New 
at a diſtance. Majeſtati ma- In it to admire at. & 
for e longinquo Keverentia. Ann. Maxim 169, 

1. By being oblig'd to look 
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MAXIM LXXXII. 
Not to pry too much, either into Good or Bad. 


A Wiſe Man comprehended all his Wiſdom 
in this Precept, Ne quid nimis, Nothing too much. 


| Too ſtrict a Juſtice degenerates into Injuſtice. The 


Orange that is too much ſqueezed, yields a bit- 
ter Juice: Nay, in Enjoyment, we ought ne- 
ver to go to either of the two Extremes. Wit 
it ſelf is exhauited by roo much ſtraining. By 
endcavouring to draw down too much Milk 
Blood is often fetch'd. = 


MAXIM LXXXIII. 
To commit ſume ſmall Faults out of Defien. 


A little Negligence, ſometimes ſets off good 
Qualities. Envy hath its Offraciſm, and that is 
the more in faſhion, the more it is unjuſt. 
It Accuſes that which is perfect of the Fault of 
being without a Fault And che Pertecter the 
thing is, the more it condemns it. It is an 
Argus in diſcovering Faults in that which is 
molt Excellent, and perhaps our of fpight for 
coming ſhort of it. (.) Cenlure is like the 

| Thun- 

(i.). Feriuntque ſummos Ful- giving it ſomething to gnaw 
ming Montes, ſays Horace upon. There are ſome Hu- 
Carm. lib. 2. Ode 10. Our] mours ſo mixt with Gall, 
Author in the 19 5% Chap. of that they transform the beſt 
liSHeroe commentsuponthis Things, disfigure Beauties, 
Maxim thus. It is, ſays he, and put a Siniſter Conſtru- 


the Policy of a great Man to &ion upon all the moſt rea- 
fil a little ſometimes, that ſonable Actions. 'Tis there- 


be may Exerciſe Envy, by fore a fine piece of Policy, 
| | , G 4 do 


88 
to affeft ſome ſmall Faults, 
that ſo havingemploy'd En- 
vy, one may have an Oppor- 
tunity to deprive it ot its 
Venom. and thereby hinder 
it from ſeizing on the Heart. 
Sometimes a random Stroke 
gives the greateſt Beauty to 
a Face. Where is that Dia- 


mond without a Flaw, or 
Roſe without Prickles ? 
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Quintillun has ſaid, that 
there have been People in 
the World, whoſe very De. 
fects have pleas'd everybody. 
In Nuibuſdam witia iſa de- 
[rffant, Ovid alfo inthe 34. 
Book of his Art of Love ſays, 
In vitio Decor eſt aud dam male 
reddere verba. That there is 
a certain Deſect in the 
Tongue, which gives a 


Pliny Junior ſaid of an excel- Grace to Language. This 

Jent Orator of his Time, is true of many other 

Nil peceat, nit quod nihil; Things, to which Negli- 

peccat, Eo. 29. lib. 9. He is gence and Irregularity often 

wanting in Nothing, but give a becoming Luſtre. - | 

that he never wants. Anek | | 
4 0 : [ 


Thunderbolt that commonly falls upon the high- 
eſt Mountains. It is Convenient therefore 10 
ſkep ſometimes, as the good H mer did, and 
to Affect certain Failings, eicher in Wit or Cou- 
rage, (but without annoying Reaſon) to Ap- 
peaſe IIl- Will, and to hinder the impoſtume of 
bad Humours trom breaking. T hat is the throw- 
ing of one's Cloak over the Eyes of Envy, to 
ſave Reputation for ever after. Ml 


MAXIM LXXXIV. 
To know how to draw Advantage from Enemics, 


ALL things are to be taken by the beſt Methods, 
not by the Blade, which way hurt, but by the 
Handle, which is the way to avoid cutting one's 
Fingers. After this manner, you may be 

familiar with Envy. (1.) The Wife Man draws 


(r.) Pythagoras was wont ther Philoſopher, that to be- 
toſay, That thoſe that Re-; come an happy:Man, One 
2 us, were greater muſt either have faithful 

riends to us, than thoſe| Friends, or ſevere Enemuss, 


that Flatter'd us; and ano- more 
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more *dvanrage from his Enemies, than the 
Fool does from his Friends. (2.) The Envi- 
ous are as a Spur to the Wiſe Man, to make 
him ſurmount a thouſand Diftculcies : Where- 
as Flarterers many times divert him. Many 
owe: their Fortune to their Enviers. Flattery 
is more cruel than hatred, in as much as jt pal- 
liates the Faults, which the other makes us to re- 
medy. The Wile Man makes the Hatred of his 


| Enviers his Looking-glaſs, wherein he fees 'him- 


ſelf, far better than in that of Goodwill. Thar 
Looking- glaſs helps him to correct his Faults, 
and conſequently prevents Backbiting. For 
Men are apt to keep upon a firict Guard, 
where they have either Rivals, or Enemics for 
Neighbours. 


(2.) When Fortune (ſays Courage and Induſtry, and 
Matchiavel,) has a mind ro |by this Ladder to mount 
make a Prince Great, ſhe al- him up to an higher degree 
gf raiſes him up Leagues of Power. Chay. zo. of bs 
and Enemies, to exerciſe his! Prince. a 


MAXIM LXXXV. 
Not to be Laviſh of one Se f. 


IT is the misfortune of all that is Excellent, 
to degenerate into Abuſe, hen it is too much 
made uſe of. What all Men paſſionately cover, 
comes at length to be as ſtrongly diſguſted. it 
is a great unhappineſs to be good for Nothing; 
as 't is alſo to deſire to be good at every Thing, 
Theſe People always loſe, through a Deſire of 
Gaining too much; and at a long run are 
as much Hated, as they were before Favoured: 
All Perfections are obnoxious to this Lot : 80 
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ſoon as they loſe the Reputation of being Rare, 
tlie get that of being Slighted. The only Re. 
medy for every thing that excels, is to be mo. 
dcrate in Shew. (1.) The Exccis ought to be 
in the Perfection, and the Mcan in the manner 
of ſhewing ir. The more Light a Toich gives, 
the ſhorter while ic laſts. (2.) Whar is cut of 
trom Appearance and Oſtentation, is fully made 


up in Eſtcem. 


(1.) Tacitus commends his; me Fumam auxit, eftimantibu 
Father-in-law Agricola, for quanta Futuri Spe ram Magna 
having been Wiſe to a rea-|zacu;ſer. And ſome pages af. 
ſonable Degree, and never | ter, Hunc Rerum Curſum nulla 
to have ſaid, or done any | verborum Jactantid Epiſtolis 
thing, through Oftentation. | Agricole auttum. In vita Agri- 
Retinait, quod eſt difficilimum, | colæ. So that Tacita: had a 
ex Sapientid Modum, * * N- great deal of Reaſon to ſay, 
hil appetet Jactatiove . Nec| that his Modeſty kept him 
unquam in ſuam Famam Geſtis| from being envy'd, but that 
exultavit. In Agricola, without the leaſt diminuti- 

(2.) Hereof we have an on to his Glory. Verecundia 
Inſtance in Agricola, who ha- in predicando, extra Invidiam, 
ving gain'd a great Victory nec extra Gloriam erat. Ibid. 
over the Britains, was ſo far On the contrary, Tacitus ri- 
from boaſting of the Suc-|dicul'd that Ccſennins Petus, 
ceſs of his Arms, that when | who extremely cry'd up the 
he wrote an Account of it to | Glory of Corbulo to ſet off his 
the Emperor, he would not own, and who, for having 
fo much as call it a Victory: only taken a few inconſide- 
Whereupon Tacitus ſays, that rable Forts, writ ſuch vaun- 
he rais d his Glorynendea-|ring Letters to Nero, as if he 
vouring to ſuppreſs it, eve- alone had ſubdu'd all Amer:- 
ry Body being ſenſible that a (ca, and put an end to that 
Man that dic not care to let War, wherein he had ſoon 

ſuch great things be known, [after periſh'd, had he not 
muſtundoubtedlyhavemuch [been timely reliev'd by Cor- 
greater in his Mind. Nec|bulo. Deſpiciebat Geſta, uſur- 
Aerico!a Proſperitate Rerum in |patas nomini tenus Urbium Ex- 
Vanitatem uſws, Expeditionem | pugnationes Diftitans. *** Come 
aut Viftoriam vocabat, ne Lau- poſuitque ad Cæſarem Literas, 


reatis quidem Geſta proſecutus | quaſi confecto Bello, verbis mag- 
eft : Sed ipſa Diſſimulatione Fa- | nificis, Rerum * * 


— 
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MAXIM LXXXVI. | 
Te Arm againſt Calummy. 


THE Vulgar hath many Heads and Tongues, 
and by Conſequence more Eyes than ordinary. 
Let a bad Rumour ſlip among theſe Tongues, 
and that alone is enough to blemiſh the higheſt 
Reputation: But if that Rumour turn to a Nick- 
Name, farewel all the Eſteem that a Man hath 
acquired. Thele Scoffs light commonly vpon 
cefrain obvious Diſorders, which, it they be 
ſingular, furniſh ample Matter of Derifion. 
And as there are Imperfections which private 
Envy expoſes to the Fyes of Publick Malice, 
ſo there are ſharp Edged Tongues, which with 
a Word blurted out into the Air, deſtroy ſooner 
a great Keputation, than others can do with 
all their Impudence. It is very eaſy to have an 
Ill-name, becauſe Evil is ſoon believed, and Im- 
preſſions are very difficult ro be obliterated. + A 
Wiſe Man therefore ought to be upon his Guard: 
For it is caſier to prevent Calumny, than to re- 


medy it. 


MAXIM LXXXVII. 
To Cultivate and Embelliſb. 


(1.) MAN is born Unciviliz'd. He is ran- 
ſomed from the Condition of Beaſts, only by 


good Education. The more he is Cultivated, 


the ſooner he becomes Man. In reſpect of E- 


(1.) Twas in this Senſe and Ignorance were the Be- 
Secrates ſaid, that Knowledge ginnings of Good and Evil. 
| 1 ducat ion, 
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ducation, Greece had reaſon to call the reſt of 
the World bacbarous. There is nothing ſo rude 
as Ignorance ; nor nothing that poliſhes ſo much 
as Knowledge. Bur Knowledge of it ſelf 3 
rude, if it be without Art. It is not enough 
that the I Inderſtanding be cleared, the Will muſt 
alſo be regulated, and the manner of Converſing 
vet more. There are ſome Men naturally po- 
liſhed, whether as to Conceiring, or Speaking; 
as to the Advantages of the Body, which are bu 
as the Bark; or of the Mind, which are the 
Fruit. There are athers again ſo Ruſtick, that 
all their Actions, and ſomctimes even the rich 
Talents which they may have, are diſguiz d by 
the ruggedneſs of their Temper. ' 2 


MAXIM LXXXVIII 
To ſtudy to have 4 genteel Carriage in Action,. 


A great Man ought never to be Over nice in 
his Carriage. One myſt never nibble too 
much at Things, eſpecially at thoſe which are 
not Agreeable. For tho' ic be uſeful to obſerve 
every thing by the bye, yet is it not ſo to dive 
into them purpoſely. We ought to carry our 
ſelyes with a genteel Indifferenca, which makes 
a part of Gallantry. To Diſſemble is the chict 
means to govern. (f.) It is good to paſs by a. 


(I.) Solomon ſays, That the 
Fool ſhews his Reſentment 
at firſt fight, whereas the wiſe 
Man diſſembles, until he has 
anOpportunityof revenging 
It. Fatuus ſtatim indicat Tram 

uam; Qui autem diſimulat In- 
juri an, callidur eft, Prov. 12. 
v. 16. Philip IId. of Spain of- 


tentimes pretended to know 
nothing of Offences com- 
mitted againſt him, becauſe 
he ſaid there was a Time 
wherein one ought to pre- 
tend to be Ignorant. Dich 
y Hechos de Don Felipe II. cap. 


7. See Maxim 98, and ts Core 
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The Man of Sen\.. 93 
great many things that occur in the Commerce 
bY fo : 
of Life, but particularly amongſt Enemies. The 
100 much is always irkſlome, and in Humour, is 
not to be born. It isa kind of madneſs to haunt. 
iter Vexations. And moſt commonly ſuch i; 
our Carriage, as the Humour we are in When 
we Act. Our Actions take the Tincture of the 
Humour we are in when we do them, 


MAXIM LXXXIX. 
Fxa@ly to know one's Genius, Mind, Heari and Paſſions: | 


ONE cannot be maſter of one's ſelf, unleſs 

one goes to the bottom of one's ſelf. (1.) There 
are Looking-Glafles for the Face, but none for 
the Mind. That Defe& muſt then be ſupplied 
by a ſerious Refſection upon one's ſelf, When 
the External Image eſcapes, let the Internal re- 
tain and correct it. Meaſure ' your Strength 
and Skill before you urdertake any thing. 
Know your Activity before you engage, Fathom 
your Depth, and examine how far your Capaci- 
ty may reach in all things. 


(1 For this reaſon Lucian Man's Breaſt, to diſcover 
has aid, by the mouth of his what was in his heart. 
Baffoon, that there was a lit- | gudezs Diſc. 23. See Maxim 
le Window wanting int 34. | 


MAXIM XC. 
| The way to Live long: 
(1% IS to Uh well. There are two things 
(1.) Acertain Philoſopher John Ruto)is given byDrams, 
c to fay, that he. was ar-| and Diſeaſes by Pounds. 4. 


av'd to old Age by living perheg 466. 
prudently ; for Health (fays | which 
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which ſhorten the Life of Man, Folly and Wick. 
edneſs: Some have loſt ir, becauſe they knew 
not how to keep it; others, becauſe they would 
not. As Virtue is its own Reward, ſo is Vice 
its own Executioner, (2.) Whoever Lives faſt in 
Vice, dies ſoon, and that two ways: Whereas 
they who live faſt in Virtue never die. (3.) The 
Integrity of Mind is communicatcdto the Body: 
Anda good life isalways long, not only in the 
intenſion, but in the extenſion allo. 


V 


(2) Antifthenes ſaid, that j true Commodities of Life, 
the way to Immortality, was | which conſiſted only in Vir- 
by living well. tue. Quanquam medio in Spa- 

(3.) This is meant in the [tio integre Ætatis ereptus, 
ſame Senſe, as Tacitus ſays of | quantum ad Gloriam 25 
Agricola, that he had liv'd a [mum vum peregit: Quipp 
very long while, tho' he was | vera Bona, que Virtutibus ſite 
not above 56 Years Old, | ſug, Impleverat. In vita 4- 
fince he had enjoy'd all. the |gricole. 


MAXIM XCl. 
To Act without fear of Failing. 


n—_ ay Ly —, mg © pd +> C5 


THE fear of not Succeeding, diſcovers the 
weakneſs of him that Acts to his Rival. If, e- 
ven in the heat of Paſſion, the Mind is in ſuſ- 
penſe, ſo ſoon as that firſt flaſh is over, he will 
upbraid himſclf with his own Imprudence. All 
Actions that are done with Doubting are dan- 
gerous, and ic were far better to let them alone. 
Prudence is not fatisficd with Probabilities, it 
loves to go always on ſure grounds. How can 
that Enterpriſe ſucceed which Fear deſtroys, ſo 
ſoon as the Mind has conceived it? And if a 
Keſolution, that hath been unanimouſly taken, 

in the Council of Reaſon, hath often a bad _ 
what 
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hat is to be expected from that which hath 


wavered from the beginning, both in Reaſon 
and Prognoſtication. 


MAXIM XCIL 
A tranſcendent Wit in all things. | 


Is the principal Rule, whether for Acting or 
Speaking. The more ſublime Employments are, 
the more Wit is neceſſary in them. A grain of 
Honeſty is more worth than Weſtminſter Hall full 
of Subtilty. This is a way that leads more to 
Infallibility, altho' it touches not ſo much up- 
on Applauſe. Tho' the Fame of Wiſdom be the 
Triumph of Renown, yet ic will ſuffice to con- 
tent the Wiſe, whoſe Approbation is the Touche 
tone of Enterprizes. 


MAXIM XC. 
The Univerſal Man. 


| THE Man that poſſeſſes all Perfections, is a- 


lone worth a great many others. He renders 
Life happy by communicating himſelf. Varie- 
ty join'd to Perfection is Life's Recreation. It is 
a great Art to know how to furniſh one's ſelf 
with all that is good. And ſince Nature hath in 
Man, as in the moſt excellent of her Works, made 
an Epitomy of the whole Univerſe, ſo Art 
ought alſo to make ofthe Mind of Man, an Uni- 
rerſe of Knowledge and Virtue. 


MAX. 
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MAXIM XCIV. 
An inexbanſtible Capacity. 


LET a Man of parts have aſpecial care not to 
fuer the depth of his Knowledge and Capacity 
to be ſounded, provided he have a mind to be 
Reſpected by all Men. He may permit himſclf 
to be known, but not fathom'd. Let no one hare 
that advantage over him as to find out the Extent 
of his Knowledge. Let him husband himſelf ſo 
well, that no body may ſee into him entirely, 
Opinion, and Doubt, procure him more Vene. 
ration, whoſe Wit and Parts are not known, 
than when he is fully known ro be What he 
is, let him be never fo accomplith'd and 
great. 3 
The Author Comments excelle ntiy upen this Maxim, 
in the firſt Chapter of his Heroc. 


As no Man, fiys he, dares to croſs a River on 
foot, until he hath found out the Ford, fo a 
Man is eſteem'd as long as one ſces not the bot. 
tom of his Capacity, inaſmuch as an unknown 
Depch, by conſequence preſum'd to be great, 
is reſpected out of Fear. If he, who dilcovers, 
becomes the maſter of him that is dilcovercd, as 
the Proverb ſays, he that ſtands upon his guard 
is never ſurpriz d. Let the addreſs of a Witty 
Man way-lay the Curioſity of him that attempts 
to find it out. For it is in the beginnings of an 
Eflay, that Curiofity employs all its Cunning, 
If one cannot be Infinite, ons ought at Icaſt to 
ſem fo The Wiſe Man ot Mitilene (Pitts 
cus) had reaſon to fay, that the Halt was more 
than the Whole, ſceing one Halt in view, 7 
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the other in reſerve, is better than a Whole made 


manifeſt. *** Thou then ho aſpireſt ro Great- 
neſs, and art a Candidate of Renown, obſerve well 


this Precept. Let all Men know thee, but none 


know thee thoroughly, By that Policy thy Little 
will appear Great; thy Great more, and thy 
More Infinite. 


; MAXIM XCV. 
1.5 hnow how. to Entertain another's Expect a- 
tion. a i 


z.) THE way to feed it is always to give it 
freſn Nouriſhment; Mach ought to promiſe 
more; ( 3. ) a great Action ought to ſerve for a 
Sour to others that are greater. All, muſt nor 
be ſhewn at firſt, It is a piece of Skill to Know 
how to meaſure one's Strength, according to 
neceility, and time, and daily to diſcharge, what 
; daily oxꝑected from us by the Publick. 


' (1.) The Ingenious Man keßt Men's Minds in Ex- 
(fays our Author in the firſt pectation of the Event, and 
Chap. of his Heroe, ) that has depriv'd them of an Iacli- 
a Mind to bring any difh- nation to talk upon any o- 
cult Thing about, never ther Subje &. The 21ſt. Chap. 
ſtops at the firſt Eſſay, but of his Prince. . 
from the firſt goes to the ſe-] (z.) This Maxin is calcu- 
cond, and ſo on till he ac- flated for Princes A King 
9 his end. Pliny Ju- (ſays our Author in his Fe- 
nor ſays, that Trajan was e- jd/nand)ſhould never be Idle, 
very day better, and more ſidce he has a great Charge 
admirable: Te quotidie Ad- on his hands. When he has 
mirabilior. & Melior. In his finiſh'd one Thing, he _ 
Panegyrique. preſently: ro begin another 


(2.) Machiavel ſays, that |Ceſor, the greateſt Man that 
Ferdinand, King of Arragon, ever was, Practis'd this Rule 
Was every wy hammering to a *Nicety. When he 

gn, which 1 no more n * 
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ſabdue, he undertook the | principal; Quies contigit. Hiſt. 
levelling of Mountains. Af- 2. Num. 56. Pliny Juniy 
ter having given Laws to commends7ra janexceeding. 
Men, he would alſo do the ly, in that after he had f. 
like to Seas and Rivers. niſh'd thoſe Affairs which 
Whereupon Paterculus had | requir'd moſt Expedition, 
oo Reaſon: to ſay of him, his only Recreation was to 
that Death that had ſo often change hisToil. Quod þ quan. 
ſpar'd him in Battles, took do cum influentibus Negotiis po. 
him at laſt when he began | ria feciſti, inſtar Refectionis ex. 
to grow Idle. Nequs illi 2 iſti mas Mutationem Laborit. . 
to Viro plus quinque Menſium! his Panegyrique. 


MAXIM XCVI. 


Cenſcience. 


IS the Throne of Reafon, and Baſis of Pry. 
dence. When it is ſeriouſly conſulted, it is an 
eaſy matter not to miſcarry. It is a Gift of 
Heaven, and being ſo important, cannot be too 
much implor'd.. It is the chief Piece of a 
Man's Armour, and is ſo neceſſary to him, that 
it would be alone ſufficient, tho* all the ref 
Were wanting. All the Actions of Life d-pend 
upon its Influence, and are eſteemed Good or 
Bad, according as it determines them, ſince e. 
very thing ought to be done with reaſon. It 
conſiſts in a natural Inclinat ion to Equity, and 
takes always the ſurer tide. | | 


MAXIM XCVII. 
To Acquire and Preſerve Reputaticn. 


IS to have and to hold Fame. Reputation 
coſts much to puichaſe, becauſe ic requires, for 
that end, eminent Qualities, Which are as rare 45 


the Indifferent are common Being once got 
| | if 
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it is eaſy to preſerve it. It Animates much, 
and Acts till more. Ir is a kind of Majeſty, 
for it commands Venerainon, by virtue of rhe 
sublimity of its Cauſe and Sphere, But that 
Reputation is always the moſt ſubſtantial, which 
has been well ſupported. 


MAXIM XCVIII. 
To Dilſemble. - 


PASSIONS are the Breaches of the Mind. 
The moſt uſcful Knowledge is the Art of 
Diſguiſing one's Thoughts. He that ſhews 
his Game, runs the riſque of loſing it. Let 
Circumſpection combat againſt Curioſity. Con- 
ceal your Heart wich Diffidence and Reſerve, 
from thoſꝭi who examine too nicely into Words. 
Let them never know your Inclination, leſt 
they prevent you, either by Contradiction or 
Flatt ry. 3 | 

He who yields to his Paſſions, ſays our Au- 


| thor, Chap. 2. of his Heroe, ſtoops from the 


Condition of a Man, to that of a Beaſt ; where- 
as he that diſguiſes them, preſerves his Cre- 
dit, at le aſt in appearance. Our Paſſions are 
the Infirmities of our Reputation. He that can 
make a ſacrifice of his Will, is Lord of him- 
ſell. To dive into that of another Man, is a 
Mark of a ſublime Wit; and to be able to hide 
one's own, is to get the ſuperioriry over that 
of another. To diſcover onc's Thought, is to 
open the gate of che Fort of the Mind: Here 
it is that politick Enemies moſt 2 
ſtorm us, and that frequently with ſucceſs. 
When once the Paſſions come to be known, all 


the Avenues and Sally-ports of the Will are 
H 2 known 


* 
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known alſo, and by conſequence it may be 
commanided upon any occaſion. A compleat 
Man muſt then in the firſt place apply himſelf 
to the ſubduing of his Pallions, and afterwards 
to the diſſembling of them ſo artfully, that no 
Spy may be able ro unmask his Thought. This 
Maxim teaches one to become an able Man, 
tho' one be not fuch; and fo cunningly to hide 
all Imperfections, that all the ſharp-ſighted Spies 
of another Man's Road, may loſe their pains 
in hunting after them. That Catholick Ama- 
Lon Of Spain (meaning Queen Iſabella, Wife of 
Ferdinand) may erve as a Pattern in this Art. 
(I.) When the was to be brought a bed, ſhe 

caus'd herſclf to be ſhur up in the moſt ob- 
ſcure, and ſecret part of her Palace; that by 
a Veil of Darkneſs, ſhe might conceal the Gri- 
maces, and diſtorted Looks that ſhould be for- 
ced from her in the Agony of her Labour, and 
hinder the Shrieks and Complaints that might 
eſcape her in the extremity of her Pain, from 
coming to the People's Ears. If the obſcrved 
ſo great meaſures of Decency, and Majcſty, on 
ſuch Occaſions, Where every thing was excu— 
ſable, how careful muſt ſhe have been in thoſe 
Where her Reputation was to have been main- 
tain'd? 


( 1.) Donna Jſabella of; be able to perceiveir. And 
Portugal, Mother to Philip |when the Midwife ſaid to 
IId. of Spain, whilſt ſhe her, Ferch a good Shriet, Ma- 
was in Labour of that|dam, for that will make you 
. Prince, caus'dall the Lights to be brought to Bed the en- 
to be put out, to the end|ſier, She reply'd in the Porte- 
( ſaid She) that tho' rthe\gueſe Language, I had much 
violence of the Pain made rather Die than Shrick. Dich 
her to change her Counte-]y Hechos de Don Felipe el Segun- 
nance, vet no body might de, cap. 1, 
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MAXIM XCIX. 


Reality and Appearance. 


THINGS are not taken for what they really 
are, but for what they appear to be. ( 1. ) There 
is hardly any Man that ſees into the inſide; moſt 
content the mſelves with outwayd Appearances. 
It is not enough to have a good Intention, it 

the Action look ill. F- N 


(i.) Moſt Men ( fays| what you ſeem to be, but 
Machiavel in the 58:h. Chap.| no body knows what you 
of his Prince) judge more|really are. * * The Mobb 
by their Eyes than their|go no "farther than com- 

ands, every one being | mon Appearances,and there 
admirred 0 Pes but few is ſcarce any other in the 
to Touch. Every body ſees Word but Mobb. 


MAXIM C. 


* 


The Man undecei ved. The Chriſtian Sage. The © 
Court-Philoſopler, 8 


IT is fit to be fo, but not to appear to be fo, 
and much Jeſs to affect to be thought fo. Tho 
to Philoſophize be the moſt worthy Exerciſe of 
a wile Man, yet is it now a- days out of faſhion, 
The Learning of able men is deſpiſed; Seneca 
having introduced it into Rome, it was ſome 
time in vogue there, were at preſent it paſſes 
for Folly. But Prudence: and good Senſe, are 
not fed with Prejudice. RD. ats 
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MAXIM CI. 
One part of the World laughs at the other, as bh 


do at their common Folly. 


EVERY thing is Good or Bad, according to 
the Capricious Humour of the Times That 
Fool is inſuppor able, who wou!d! ave all things 
go according to his Fancy. PertcEtions depend 


not upon one ſingle &pprobation. IThcie are 


as many Opinions, 4s Faces, and as great Diffe- 
rence between the on as the other. There is no 
Fault without -0r1c bu dctend it, and you 
ought nor ro be dico, 4, if what you do 
pleafes not ſome, firce there will always be o- 
thers who will valuc it. Bur be roi you proud 


of the Approbation of th«{., ce you will be 


ſtill expoſed to the Cu of ihe © hers. The 
Rule whereby o k Ma d.fſirves Eſteem, 
is the Approbation of * n of Worth, and of 
ſuch as aic kiuwn ro be Cepabl- of being good 
Judges of he Thing The Civil Life depends 
not upon one fingl: Opinion, nor one ſingle 
Cuſtom, 1 


MAXIM CUI. 
A Stomach fit toreceive the great Largeſſes of Fortune. 


( 1. ) A great Stomach, is nor the leaſt part of 


(.) Philip IId. King of [ted ſuch corrupt Humours 
Spain, was wont to ſay, that in the Body of Man, as ex- 
1 Stomachs were not capa- c-flive Honours did in the 
ble of Digeſting great For- Mind, that was not fit for 
tune, and that Unwholeſom | them. Don Felipe el Prudente 
Food did not ſooner turn to | Cap. ult. | | 

bad Nouriſhment, nor crea- „ 
0 * | . 2 
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the Body of Prudence. A large Capacity hath 
need of great Parts. Proſperities cumber not 
one that deſerves greater. What cloys ſome, 
raiſcs an Appetite in others. There are many 
tender Stomachs which receive prejudice from 
Foud of the beſt Nouriſhment, becauſe they are 
of a weak Conſtitution, and are neither Born, 
nor Bred for ſuch Advancements. The Com- 
merte of the World is bitter to their Taſte, and 
the Steams of their Vain-Glory, which mount 
up to their Brains, occaſion dangerous Giddi- 
neſſes: High Places make their Heads to Swim; 
they cannot keep to themſelves, becauſe their. 
Fortune cannot keep within them. Let a Man 
of Brains then ſhew, that he has ſtill a place ro 
lodge a greater Fortune in; ard uſe all his In- 
duſtry to avoid every thing that may give the 
leaſt ſign of a mean Courage. 


MAXIM CIII. 


Every one ought to obſerve the Grandeur that is pro- 
per for his Condition. 5 


LET all your Proceedings be proportionable 
to your Condition. Be your Act ions; if not of 
à King, atleaſt worthy of a King. That is to 
ſay, Carry your ſelf great, as much as your For- 
tune Will bear. Let there be Grandeur in your 
Actions, and Elevation in your Thoughts, to 
the end, that tho” you be not a King in Reality, 
you may ncvertheleſs be one in Merit; For true 
Royalty conſiſts in Vertue. He has no reaſon 
to envy another's Grandeur, wha may be the 
Model thereof. But ir concerns thoſe chiefly 
who are upon the Throne, or who are near it, 


H 4 | 10 
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to maxe ſome proviſion of true Superiority ; 
that is to ſay, of the Qualities of Majeſty, ra. 
ther than to pleaſe themſelves with the Ce- 
remonies, which Vanity and Luxury have ig. 


troduc'd. 
lidity of Subſtanc 
Oltentatjun. 


(r 9 Apud quas big (aut Tus) Armen a, ſaid, that that Prince 


Imperii valet, Inania tranſ- 
mittuntur, ſays Tacitus, Ann. 
rs. that is as much as to ſay, 
That Sovereign Princes who 
have the Power in their 
Hands, ſhould deſpiſe ma- 
king a vain Oſtentation of 
their Grandeur. It ought 
to ſuffice for them ro Com- 
mand, and to be Obey'd. All 


(I.) They ought to preter the 80. 
C before the Emptiucſs of 


being carried Priſoner into 
Syria, the Governor of that 
Province did him all the 
Honour that belong'd to 
King, and caus'd him to be 
ſerv'd at Table as ſuch : But 
V noues not reliſhing theſe 
Courteſies ſaid, That he 
could take them for no o- 
ther than Aflronts and Di- 


the reſt isonly Compliments, 
which gives them more Di- 
ſturbance thanHonour.'T kis 
is alſo what P.ſo meant in 
the ſecond Annal of Tacitus, 
where he obſerving Gold 
Crowns to be brought to 
Germanicus, and his Wife, in 
the midſt of a Feaſt, he ſaid, 
that Germanicus was not the 
Son of a King of Parthia, 
but of a Reman Emperor; 
underſtanding thereby, that 
this Ceremony was proper 
enough for thoſe Kings that 
made their Grandeur to con- 
ſiſt in Oſtentation, and a 
vain Affectation, of inſignifi- 
cant Honours; but not for 
2 Roman Prince, whom it 


did not become to Affect 


the greateſt. In his Epiſtle 


| 
| 


riſion, ſo long; as he waz 
kept under . 
Reclor Syriæ Silanus Cuſtodia 
circumanat manente Luxu, & 
regio Nene; quod Ludibrium 
effugere avitavit Vmmenes. Ann, 
2. Which ſhews that Roy; 
alty conſiſts in more eflen- 
tial Matters than Titles and 
Ceremony. Machigwel ſays, 
that Dpmynions are not a- 
lone ſufhcient to make a 2 
Prince, and that Here of $:- 
racuſe was more valu'd in his 
private Fortune, than King 
Perſeus, becauſe this latter 
had nothing of a King in 
him, but his Kingdom; 
when the former, tho” he 
had none, yet was worthy of 


Forreign Cuſtoms. Tacitus 


ſpeaking of Yonones, King of Titus Livius. 


Dedicatory to his Diſcourſes pon 
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De Man of Senſe. 105 
MAXIM Civ. | 
To Examine the Nature of: Buſineſſes. 


EVERY Employ ment hath its way; he muſt 
be an Eſſ:y-maſter, that can judge the Difference 
betweeen them. '( 1.) Some Employments re- 
quire Va!our, others Quickneſs ; ſome demand 
only Probity, and others again Artifice. The 
firſt are more eaſie, and the others more difficult 
to be diſcharged. For performing the firſt, 

ood natural Abilities are ſufficient;;->whereas for 
he others, all Application and Vigilance is too 
little. It is a very troublefome Office to have the 
Government of Men but much more to have 
the Conduct of Fools and Beaſts. A double 
portion of Senſe is needful for ordering of thoſe 
that have none. (2.) That is an'infupportable 
Employment which requires a Man's whole La- 
bour, is flinred to Hows, and hath always the 
fame thing to do. Thoſe are much better 
wherein Variety concurs with one's Labour; 


( 1.) Soldiers have not ſpoſitions and Shifts which 
much Occaſion for Wir, fare frequent at the Bar. 06 
becauſe, acording to Tac:-|Calliditatem. Firi. In Agricola: © 
tw, they make more uſe|Ur quomodo Vis Morborum Pre- 
of their Hands than their ti Medentibus, fic Fori Tabes 
Heads. Qui Caſtrenſit Jur.] Pecuniam Ad vocat is ſerat. Ann. 
dictiv ura Manu agent. In A. 11. As the Self - Intereſsd 
gre015,. Beſides their Au- Humour of the Lawyers; 
thority ſerves them inſtead |who make Suirs laſt, for the 
of Eloquence. Multa Auctor ſame reaſon as Phyſicians 
ritate, quæ Viro militari pro] do Diſeaſes, | | 
Facundia erat. Ann. 15. UN ( 2.) As that of Princes, 
the contrary, Gown-Men re: {and their Miniſters. Quay 
quire a great deal of quick-ſarduum, quam Subjectum Fur 
neſs and Cireumſpection tuns, regrndi cunda Onw, 
by realon. of che many Im- An . 


ſince 
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ſince Change delights the Mind. But the be 
of all are ſuch, which are leaſt Dependant, or 
whole Dependance is moſt remote, and thoſe 
are the worſt, which, when we come to quit 
them, oblige us to render an account to rigo- 
rous Judges: 


MAXIM. CV. 
Not to be Tireſome. 


A Man that bas but one, Buſineſs, or he that 
has always the ſame thing to ſay, is commonly 
Tireſom. Brevity is fitter for Negotiation ; it 
gains by Pleaſing, what it loſes by Sparing, 
What is good, is doubly ſo, if it be ſhort; and 
in like manner what is Bad, is lefs ſo, if there 
be little of it. Spirits operate better, than Mixt 
Potions. (I.) It is a known Truth, that a great 
Talker is ſeldom a Man of Parts. There are 
ſome Men that give more Trouble than they do 
Honour to the World. They are Rags thrown 
out into the Streets, which cvcry one kicks out 
of his way. A Diſcreet Man ought to have ſpe- 
Cial care not to be Impertinent, eſpecially to 
Men of much Buſineſs. For it were better to be 
troubleſome to all the reſt of the World, than to 
one of theſe. What is well ſaid, is faid in few 


Words. | 
(.) Tn multiloquio nonymoderatur Labia ſua, Pruden- 
aeerit Peccatum: Qui autem tiſſimus eſt. Prov. 10. v. 20. 


MAXIM CVI. 
Not to be proud of one's Forrune. 
: 
To be Vain-glorious of Dignities offends 


more than Oſtentation of Perſon. To ay 
, 0 | | | elyes 
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ſelyes hanghtily, is to become Odious; it is 
enough to be envied. (.) The more we hunt 
after Reputation, the leſs we find it. ( 2. ) See- 
ing it depends on the Judgment of others, no 
body can give it, and by conſequence it muſt 
be both merited, and expected. Great Employ- 
ments require an Authority -ſuitable ro their 
Fun&ions; for without that, they cannot be 
worthily diſcharged. ( 3.) We ought to pre- 
ſerve all the Authority that is neceſſary tor ac- 
quitting our ſelves of the main of our Obliga- 
tions; but not to put too great a Value upon 
them, for that's the way never to be our of 
Debt. All who pretend to be overcharged with 
Buſineſs, ſhew themſclves to be unworthy of 
their Employments, as bcing loaded with a Bur- 
then they ate not able to bear. If any Man 
would fer himfclf off, let him do it rather by a 
rye perſonal Merit, than by a borrowed Cha- 
raſter, . ( 4. ) Nay, a King ought to gain him-" 
{f more Veneration by his own Worth, than 
by his Sovereignty, which is hut an External 
Thing. | 


(1.) Tacitus ſays, that r- had no ſooner lefe his Tri- 
colaencreas'd his Reputation bunal than he laid aſide all 
by diſſembling it. Tſe Diſ-| thoſe Qualiries, as if he had 


ſimulati one Fame Famam auxit.| ceas'd to be a Judge. He 


and Temples ( ſaid 7/berius)| vain Oſtentation of Gran- 
If Poſterity does not ap-|deur, to which moſt People 
prove of our Actions? 2»e|are ſubje&t, nor by any o- 
doro ftruuntun; fi Judicium ther Artifice. He had never 
Piſterorum in Odium vertit, proſ any Diſpute or Difference 
n Ann. 4 [ with his Collegues, and was , 
(3.) When Agricola was on as far from Lording it over 
the Bench of Juſtice, he them, as he was cautious that 
hew'd nothing but Gravity, they ſhould not do fo over 
erity, and an Inclination him, holding the one forUn, 

to hear all Parties, but he juſt, and the other — Dif. 
| - + | honour- 


(2) What Ti Statues ſought not Reputation bya 
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honourable. Ubi Conventus 
& Fudicia poſcerent, Gravis, In- 
tentus, Severus: Ubi Officio Sa- 
tisfattum, nulla ultra Poteſtatis 
Perſona, Triſtitiam & Arrogan- 
tiam exuebat. Ne Famam 
quidem, cui etiam ſæpe Boni in- 
dul gent Oftentanaa Virtute, aut 
per Artem queſruit ; procul ab 
Amulat ione adverſus Collegas, 
procul 4 Contentione ad verſus 


'Procuratoyes : Et wincere inglo- 


rim & atteri ſordidum arbitra- 
batur. Tacitus in Agricola. 
Pliny Junior ſays, That all the 
While he was 7ribune of the 
People he forbore Pleading, 
as nof thinking it then con- 
ſiſtent with his quality to 
Stand, whilſt others ſhould 
Sit; when on the cantrary, 
All ought, not only to riſe 
.to-pay him Obeiſance, but 
alſo to give him Place. Like- 
wiſe he could not but think 
it ſtrange, that he that had a 
Power to cauſe others to 
hold their Peace, . ſhould 
himſelf be oblig'd to ſilence; 


| 
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jand that One, whom it vu 


a 2 Crime to Interrupt 
when he Spoke, ſhould be 
d ro heartheInveRivg 
the adverſe Party, and 
thereby appear Coward, 
if he ſuffer d them; or kak, 
if he Reveng'd them. Ep. 23 
lib. 1. Alf which ſhows hoy 
jealous a Magiſtrate. ought 
to be of the Honour an 
Authority of his Charge, 
which, without theſe, woult 
be no better than a mee 
Shaddow, or a Name with. 
out Honour, faid the ſame 
Pliny. Inanem Unmbram, & fin: 
Honore Nomen. Ibid. | 
(4.)- Salla was wont to 
ſay, That Subjects ſpoke 
much more to the Fortuneof 
a Prince, than to his Perſon, 
Ceteri libentiùs cum Frtuni 
noſtrã; quam Nobiſcum. Tacitw 


EX 
0 


Hiſt. 1, Becauſe there ha- 


en ſometimes to be ſuch 
rinces as have nothing re- 
commendable in them, but 


| 


their Fortunes. 


MAXIM cn. 


Never to appear pleaſed with one's Self. 


( 1.) TO be diſſatisfied with one's ſelf, i; 
Weakneſs, and to be pleaſcd, Folly. In mol 
Men that Satisfaction proceeds from Ignorance, 
and ends in a blidd Felicity, which, indeed, en- 


(1.) Solomon ſays, that the replebitur Stultus, Prov. 14 
Fool is full of his ownWays; v. 14. Vis Stulti recta in Oci: 


that is to ſay, is Content 
with all he does, Vis ſuis 


* 


12 ejus. Prov. 12. v. 15. 
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terrain Pleaſure, but preſerves not Reputation. 
As it is rare to n well of the eminent Quali- 
ties of others, fo Men applaud themſelves for 
thoſe they have, how vulgar and ordinary ſoe- 
ver they may be. Difftidence hath always been 
of Uſe to the Wile, either for taking thoſe Mea- 
ſures, that Affairs might ſuccecd; or for èom- 
forting them when they did not: For he that 
hath foreſecn the Evil, is the lefs troubled ar it, 
when it happens. Sometimes Homer himſelf 
ſeeps, and Alexander deſcends from his Throne, 
to acknowledg his Weakneſs. Affairs depend 
on many Circumſtances, and what hath fuccee- 
ded ar one time, hatch been unfortunate at ano- 
ther, ( 2. ) But iti5 the Incorrigibility of Fools, 
that they beſtow more pains to cultivate their 
Weeds, than their Flowers, which by their neg- 
ſect they ſtarve, and ſo. hinder them from ſprou- 
ting. See Maxim 141. 


(2.) Their Hapineſs(ſays Felicitate perveniunt, ut ridean- 
Pliny Junior) ſerves only to tur. Ep. 27. lib. 7. 
make them ridiculous. Hue | 


MAXIM. GVIIL 


Ibe ſorteſ Way to become à great Man, is to know 
how to Chuſe one's Company. 


CONVERSATION is of great weight ; Man- 
ners, Humours, Opinions, nay, and Wit too, 
are inſenſibly communicated. Thus a haſty 
Man ought to frequent the Company of one 
that is patient, and every one his Oppoſite, 
( 1.) By theſe means they will, without any labour, 


| | attain 

10 Ir is a Cuſtom among wet their Paper to make it 
Printers (ſays John Rufo) to take the Impreſſion the bet- 
; der 
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ter. Now the manner off theſe again dry the ot 

doing this is by half Quires, by * their Mes, 
and at divers times, to the| ous moiſture from then 
end that the Water may This Paper (continues 24; 
ſoak from Sheet to Sheet, ſo|fo ) is an Inſtance to Mar. 
that by this admirable Cor- kind, how we ought ty 
reſpondence the wet Sheets |make uſe of one another 
moiſten the dry ones, and Apot hegm 597. | 


- attain to a fitter Temper. It is no ſmall matter 
to be able ro moderate one's Self. The alternate 
variety of Seaſons, cauſes the Beauty and Dy. 
ration of the World. As contrariety makes the 
harmony of Natural things, fo the harmony of 
Civil Socicty, becomes more lovely by the diſa. 
greementin Manners. Prudence ought to make 
uſe of this Policy in the choice of Friends and 
Servants, and from that Communication of Con- 
0G a moſt dclightful Temperament wil 
All. | 


MAXIM Cix. 
Nor to be R eprimanding 
( r. ) THERE are ſome rough ſort of Tempers 


that make a Crime of every thing, not fo much 
our of Paſſion, as from a natural Diſpoſition, 
In ſome they condemn all that they have done; 
in others all that they would do. They ſo er- 
aggerate every thing, that they make Moun- 
rains of Mole-hills. Their worſe than cruel Hu- 
mour, would be enough to change the Elyſian 
Fields into a Galley. But if Paſſion mingle with 
this Temper, then does their united Rigout 


- ( 1.) Quid enim boneſtius| Taniar, Ep. 28. (ib. 7. 
culpa Benignitars ? ſays Pliny : 
| 1 ſurpals 
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ſurpaſs all Bounds. On the contrary, Candour 


interprets every thing favourably, if not the 
Intention, at-leaſt the Inadvertency. 


MAXIM CX. 
Not to wait till One be like the Setting Sun. 


IT is a Maxim of Prudence, to leave Things, 
before they leave us. It is the part of a Wiſe 
Man to know how to make a triumph of his 
Defeat, in imitation of the Sun, which tho” 
glorious, is accuſtom'd to retire into a Cloud, 
that he may not be feen to decline ; and by 
that means leave it in doubt, whether he be 
Ser, or nor, A wiſe Man ought to withdraw 
himſelf from out of the way of Accidents, that 
he may not pine away With fretting. Let kim 
not ſtay till Fortune turn her back upon him, 
leſt ſhe ſhould bury him alive, in regard of 
the Affliction it would cauſe him; and dead, 
in reſpe& of his Reputation. A good Horſe- 
man gives his Horſe the Reins ſometimes, that 
he may keep him from Rearirg up, and him- 
ſelf from Deriſion, if he ſhould chance to fall 
in the middle of his Carrecr. ( 1.) A Beauty 
ought ro break her Glaſs, before it come to 
ſkw her that her Charms are fading, See the _ 
38th. Maxim. 


(1.)For according to John | Diſcourſe of his Dames Ga- 
Rufo, there are two ſorts of | lantes, ſpeaks of a Lady, who 
Perſons which are not to be | finding her Countenance 
Comforted,viz. A Rich man | muchalter'd, was in ſo great 
when he finds timſelf Dy- a Rage with her Glaſs, that 
ing, and a Beauty when ſhe [ſhe vow'd never more to 
ſees her Charms — Apo- look in it, as thinking it Un ; 
them gg. Brautomein his 5th. *worthy of her, Y 

AX- 
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MAXIM CXI. 


_ 
To make Fricnd:. 


? TO have Friends, is a 3 Being. Ban 


Friend is good to his Friend. Amongſt Friends 
all things are pleaſant. A Man gan be worth no 
more than what others are pleas'd ro Value him 
at. To encline them then. to that, we muf 
ſeize their Mouths by their Hearts. There is 
no better Charm than good Offices. The bet 
way to have Friends, is to make them. All the 
Happineſs we have in this Life, depends on 0- 
thers. We are to live both with our Friends, 
and our Enemies. Every Day we ought to 

ain One, and if we make him not our Con- 
dent, we thould encline him at leaſt to be 


well Affected to us. For ſome of theſe will be- 


come Intimates, as ſoon as they are through: 
ly known. 


— 


MAXIM CXU. 
To Gain the Heart. 


THE Chief and Soveraign Cauſe of all thing 
diſdains not ſo ro diſpoſe it, when he hath 2 
mind to work the greateſt Effects. By Affecdi- 

on Men enter into Eſteem. Some truſt ſo much 


to their — that they take no care to = 
them 
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De Man ff Senſe. 113 
themſclves beloved. ( 1.) But the Wiſe Man 
knows well, that Merit hath a great compaſs to 
fetch, when it is not aſſiſted by Favour. (2. ) God 
Will facilitates, and ſupplies all Things. It ſup- 
poles not always that there is Wiſdom, Diſcre- 
ion, Goodneſs, and Capacity in the Object; 
but it gives them. ( 3. ) It never ſecs Faults be- 
cauſe it avoids ſceing of them. Moſt commonly 
it ſprings from a material Correſpondence, as 
being of the ſame Nation, Country, Profeſſion 


(1.) One Day certain Study the true Merit of 
Courtiers 8 all that approach him, but 
ſtion. viz. Why Perſons of more eſpecially of thoſe he 
the leaſt Merit moſt com- Employs. It is alſo requi- 
monly got the greateſt Em: ſite, that Private Men ſhould 
ployments.? John Rufe An- be Acquainted with the De- 
ſwer'd, That it was becauſe fedts of their Friends, — | 
Men of Worth would nor that rather ro tolerate than 
ſay any thing to ſupport (cenſure them. Mores Amici 
their Pretenſions, whereas moveris, ſays the Proverb, 
thoſe of None always Solli- non oderis, Pliny Junior aid, 
cited the moſt. Apothegm that twas an happy Error, 
339. to believe one's Friends more 

650 Si non Dignos Invenit, perfect than they really were. 
ſacit. 1 Quid invident mi bi feliciſſi- 
(3.) Tacitus ſays, that Veſ mum Errorem ? Ut enim non 
jafan knew better how to ſut tales, quales a me predi- 
diſſemble the Vices of his cantur, Ego tamen Beatus, quod 
Friends than their Virtues. mihi videntur. Eb. 28. lib. 7. 
Vitia magis Amicorum, quam And ſpeaking of one Arte- 
Vrtute diſſimul ant. Hiſt. 2. All | midorus, he ſays, that altho 
the Duties of Friendſhip | he was a very prudent Man 
are comprehended therein. yet ir ſometimes happen'd 
He ſays alſo in another place, |rhat he fell into that agree- 
That Galba did all he could | able and commendable Er- 
to be Ignorant of the De-|ror, of Valuing his Friends 
fects and Faults ofhisFriends | beyond their Deſerts. In hoc 
Si mali forent uſque ad Culpam | Uno interdum, Vir a iiqui pru- 
Euarus. Hiſt. 1. An excellent | dentiſſimus, honeſto quidem, ſed 
Character this for a private | tamen Errore wverſatur, quod 
Man, but a very bad one for | pluris Amicos fuos, quam far, 
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Arbitratur. Ep. 11. lib. 3. 
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or Family. There is another kind of Affection 
more formal and -levared ; for it is founded on 
Obligations, Reputation, or Merit. The diff. 
culty is in gaining it; for it is eaſy to preſerve, 
when got. By our Care we may acquire it, and 
afterwards make good uſe of it. 


MAXIM CXIII. 
In Proſperity to prepare for Adverſity. 


SUMMER is the Seafon, when we can moſt 
commodioully make Proviſion for Winter. 
( 1.) In Proſperity Men have many Friends, and 
all things at a cheap Rate. (2) It is good to 
lay up ſomewhat for bad Times; for there is 
want of every thing in Adverſity. You ſhall do 
well not to neglect your Friends: a Day may 
come when you may think your ſelf happy to 
have them, whom you care not for at preſent. 
Clowniſh People never have Friends, neither in 
Proſperity, becauſe they know No- body; nor 
in Adverſity, becauſe then No-body knows 
them. 


(1.) Donec eris Felix multos 2 ſays the Proverb. 
numerabis Amicos, ſays Ovid, | The poor Man ( ſays Jobs 

(2.) Tempora ſi fuerint nubi-| Rufo ) is always in a ſtrange 
Is ſolus eris, ſays the ſame | Country. Apethegn 541. 
Poet. Infelicium nnlli ſunt 


MAY 
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( 1.) Never to (and in Competition With any One. 


EVERY Prerenſion that is conteſted, calls in 
Queition rhe Credit of- the Contender. Com- 
polition never fails to defame, what it cannot 
ruin. it is the beſt play to be Honeſt, and how 
comfortable is it io preferve, the reputable Se. 
curity of a fair Gameſter. Emulation diſco- 
vers Faults, which Civility concealed. Ma- 
ny have lived in a great Eſteem fo long as they 
had no Competitors. The hear of Coatradicti- 
on animates, or revives Infamies which were 
dead: It digs up again the Filth, which time 
had almoſt conſumed, (2. ) Comperition begins 
its Play with a Manifeſto of Invectives, calling 
to its aſſiſtance all that it can, and ought nor, 
And though ſom<rimes, nay, moſt commonly, 
Reproaches be Arms of no great value, yet it 
makes uſe of them for the Satisfaction of a baſe 
Revenge; which it runs upon ſo impetuouſly, 


(.) The Example of that 
Lacedemom an is not now imi- 
table, who when he was ex- 
cluded the Election of the 
zoo brave Men, whom his 
Country had ſent to the 
Streights of Thermopyl#, re- 
turn'd to his Houſe well ſa- 
tisfy'd, 8 that there 
were in Sparta that number 
of Citizens of greater Worth 
than himſelf. 

( 2.) Tacitus ſays, that Pe 
tus, Collegue and Rival to 
Ciroylo, who would not have 


] 


liad him for his Companion, 
ſlighted his Exploits, ſaying, - 
that they were butImaginary 
Conqueſts, when he, for his 
part, had both Impos'd Laws 
and Tribute on the Van- 
quiſh'd. Neque Corbulo Emuli 
patient, * Pet us, cut ſatis ad 
Gloriam erat, {i proximus habe- 
retur, deſp:cibat Geſta, uſurpa- 
tas Nomine tens Urbium Exe 
pugnationes diffitans ; ſe Tri- 
buta ac Lege © Romanum 


Jus vids impoſiturum. Ann. 


15. 
2 | that 
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that it covers its Rivals Faults with the Duſt of 
Oblivion. Good-will hath always been peacea- 
ble, and Reputation indulgent, | 


7 MAXIM CXV. 
$ 


To ſquare our Selves to the Humours of thoſe with 


whom we are to live. 


— 


WHEN Men have often us' d to look on ug- 
ly Faces, they may ſoon accuſtom themielves, in 
like manner, to bad -Humours. There are ſome 
churliſh Spirits, with, or without whom, one can- 
not live, It would be therefore Prudence to 
uſe our ſelves to them, as well as to Uglineſs, 
on ſome occaſians. At firſt they terriſie, but by 
little and little, we grow acquainted with them; 
Reflection preventing what is frightful in them, 
or at leaſt helping us to bear with it. 


MAXIM CXVI. 


To deal always with Men who are careful of their 


ONE may both engage with, and engage 
them. Their Duty is the beſt Surety, even then 
when one is at Variance With chem: For they 
always act like themſelves: And beſides, it is 
better to contend with Honeſt Men, than to 
triumph over Knaves. . There is no ſafety in 
dealing with Wicked Men, becauſe they never 
ſtand to what is Juſt and Reaſonable : And 
therefore there is no true Friendſhip ever to be 
found amongſt them, How great ſoever their 
8 Affecti- 
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Affection may ſeem to be, it is always of baſe 
Alloy, becauſe ir has not the leaſt principle of 
Honour in ir. Avoid always the Company of 
him that hath none; for Honour is the Throne 
of Honeſty. (I.) Whoever eſteems nor Ho- 
nour, has no value for Vertue. | 


( 1.) Contemptu Fame, oy Ann. 4 
temni Virtutes, ſays Tacitus! 


M A X I M CXVII. 
Never to ſpeak of one's Self. 
(1.) TO praiſe one's Self is Vanity ; to blame 


one's Self, Meanneſs. And what is a defect of 
Wiſdom in bim that ſpeaks, is a trouble to thoſe 


that hear him. If that be to be ſhunned in fa- 


miliar, or domeſtick Converſation, it is much 
more to be avoided in Publick, when one ho'ds 


(1.)*Tis one of Ariſtotle's} not pleaſing to a Man to 
Maxims, that a Man ought} hear himſelf Commended, 
neither ro Commend norfir is impoſſible bur one that 
Blame himſelf, becauſe that talks of himſelfſhould ſhock 
is to be either a Fool or aſthe Ears of all that hear 
vain Coxcomb. © Apparentjhim. And a little further he 
Vanity is not to be endur'd, ſadds, ©uod magnificum, refes 
and exceſſive Humility is|rente Alio, fuiſſet, ipfo, quig. ſſe- 
always ſuſpe&ed to have[ra: recenſente, van;ſcir. What 
ſome vanity lye conceal'd|wou'd have been receiv'd 
under it. Nec te laudaru, nec| with Applauſe, as coming 
te culpaveris Ipſe, ſaid Cato. Si from the Mouth of another, 
Aliens quaque laudes ( ſays|becomes ridiculous by the 
Pliny Junior, Ep. 8. lib. 1.) Relation a Man gives of it 
wg equi Auribus accipi ſo-jhimſelf. He that praiſes 


lent, quam difficile eſt obtinere,| himſelf, ( ſays John Rafe) 


ne moleſta videatur Oratio deſe,ſpeaks ill of the beſt Friend 
aut de ſuis, D:;ſſerentis. Thatſ he has. Apothegm 524. 
is to ſay, If ordinarily it de n 


13 ſome 


— 
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ſome great Poſt, for then the leaſt Misbcebavi. 
our paſſes for down right Simplicity. It. is the 
ſame Error, in Prudence, to ſpeak of thoſe that 
are pieſent. For there is danger of ſplitting 
upon one of theſe two Rocks, which are Flat. 
rery, or Cenſure. 


MAXIM CXVIII. 
To Affe the Name of being Obliging. 


THERE needs no more but that to become 
Plauſible. (f.) Civility is a chicf part of the 


( 1.) Pliny Junior ſays, that jet your ſelf to all the 
it was by Civility and Fa- | Duties of Friendſhip ; you 
miliarity, that Trajan gain'd |deſcend from the higheſt 
ſo much the Love of his Sub- | Degree of Majeſty to the 
jets. Ut excipis Omnes ! Ut | Condition of a Friend; you 
expeftas! Ut magnam Partem think, in a word, that you 
Dierum, inter tot Imperii Curas, never behave your ſelf more 
quali per Otium tranſigis! And like an Emperor, than when 
in another Place of the ſame | you take upon you the Cha- 
Panegyrique. Superior factus rater of a Friend. Tis a 
deſcendis in Omnia Familiari- cy Pleaſure to be belovd, 
ratis Officia, et in Amicum ex | but not leſs to Love. You 
Imperatore ſubmitteris: immo | enjoy both ſo happily, that 
runc maxime Imperator, quum as Paſhonate as you are in 
Amicum ex Impcratore agis. Loving, You are not leſs 
*** Jucwndiſſimum ef amari, | Paſhonately belov'd. A rare 
Jed non minus amare: Quorum | Pattern. this for great Men. 
utroque ita frueris, ut quum ipſe | If it would become an Em- 
ardentiſſime diligar, adhuc ta- peror to ſeem Affable and 
men ardentiits diligaris. That Courteous, it would yet 
is as much as to ſay, How | much more to be really ſo; 
you receive all thoſe that ac- | for, according to Tacitus, Mo- 
coſt you! How hearken to [deſty is not to be deſpis d, 
them! How you ſpend moſt | even by the greateſt Perſon. 

art of tne day in giving Modeſtia Fame, que neque ſum- 
them Audience, as if you {95s Mortallum ſpernenda «|, 
had nothing elſe to do! As | Ann. 15. 
great as you are, you Sub- ; 


Knows 


* 
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5 Knowledge how to Live; it is a kind of Charm: 
, that attracts the Love of all Men: Wh 
2 Clowniſhneſs makes one both Hated and D-ipi- 
. ſed, If Incivility proceed from Pride, 1: de- 
: ſeryes to be hated: if from Brutiſhnels, it is 
* only Contemptible. Too Much docs better in 
Civility, than too Little. (2. ) But it ought not 

to be alike to All; for then it would degenerate 

into Injuſtice. It is even a Duty, and in ufc a- 
mongſt Enemies. which ſhews the pawer of it. 

3.) Whoever Honours, is Honoured. (4) Gal- 

lantry and Civilicy have this Advantage, that all 
their Glory remain to their PraCtiſcrs. 


(2.) To treat all People the like for them. This was 
alike, (ſays John Rufo) is to] the Rule of a famous Car- 
Fat and Drink always out of | dinal, in the laſt Century, 
the ſame Por, or to cut Bread | ( * John Battiſta Cicala.) 


and Onyon with the ſame] (4.) It was for this reaſon 
Knife. Apothegm 122. that a Philoſopher anſwer'd 


(3.) The beſt Rule for aſ one of his Friends, who faid 
Civil Life is, that he that] to him, What do you Salute a 
would be Reſpected ſhould | Man that does not return your 
Reſpect others, without im. Civility ? Ie no Diſhonour, I 
magining thar they are en-| hope, reply'd he, for me to be 
clinable to have any defe- Civiler than another Man. 


rence for him, unleſs he has 


MAXIM CXIX. 
Not to Affect being Churliſh, 


We ought never to provoke Averſion; it 
comes faſt enough of its ſelf, without being 
ſought after. There are a great many People 
who Hate at a Venture, and neither know how, 
nor wheretore. Hatred is always readier than 
Good-will, Humour is more enclined to Hurt, 
han ta do us Service. Some Affect to be at 

N 144 Ro 
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odds with every body, either through a Spirit 
of Contradiction, or becauſe they are our of 
Fu nour. When once Hatred has got poſſoſſi- 
on of their Hearts, it is as hard to root out a. 
gain, as to fatisfy them that they are in the 
Wrong. Men of Wir are Feared ; Backbiters 
are Hared ; the Preſumpiions are Dcfſpiſed; 
Scoffers are Abhorred ; and the Singular, are for- 
ſaken by all Men. To be Eſteemed then, we 
muſt fiiſt Efteem. He that would make his For- 
tune, ſets a Value upon every Thing. 5 


MAXIM cxx. 


To comply with the Z. mes. 
» Ed 8's $4 


EVEN Krowledge it ſelf ought to be accor- 
ding to the Mode, and it is no (mall piece of 
Wit to Counterfeit being Ignorant, where 4 
Man knows nothing. Both our Judgments, ard 
Language, change from Time to Time. We 
mutt not ſpeak after the old Faſhion ; our fe- 
liſh muſt accommodare its ſelf to the New, The 
Diſcernment of good Heads, ſerves for a Rule 
to others in every Profeilion, and by Conſc- 
quence we are to conform 10 it, and to endca- 
vour to improve our ſelves by it. (1.) Let a 
7 Pru- 

(i.) This Precept is given too Severe; That the 0z- 
by Tacitus, Hiſt. 4. where he pian Laws ſcem'd excellent 
makes a Senator to ſay, that formerly, by reaſon they 
he admires the paſs'd Times, were 1 to thoſe 
but ſquares himſelf accord- Times, but now Affairs be- 
ing 1 they muſt be 
chang'd likewiſe for Laws 


that are more in Seaſon. 


Multa Duritia Veterum Ho 


ing to the Preſent. Se Ulte- 
riora mirari, præſentia ſequi. 
Another Senator ſays, in the 
ſame Author, that ſeveral 
Ancient Cuſtoms have been lia, et latius mutata. 
Repeal'd with very good Placuiſe quondam Oppias, 

. c Lege, 


reaſon, becauſe they were 


| 
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Leger, ic Temporibus Reipublice the Paſt is beſt known to us, 


poſtulant i bus; remiſſum aliquid 
poſtea & mitigatum, quia expe- 
dierit. Ann. 3. And Tiberius 
commended Auguſtus for ha- 
ving known how to temper 
the rigour of the Ancient 
Laws, according to the Exi- 
gencies of his own Reign. 
Medendum Senatus Decreto, ſi- 
cut Auguſtus quedam ex horrida 
il Antiquitate ad preſentem 
Uſjum flexiſſet, Ann. 4. More- 
over, ſays Tacitus, we are 
not to believe that Antiqui- 

has excelFd us in every 
thing; there are ſome things 
done now-a-days, which de- 
ſerve both tobe commended 
and Imitated by our Poſte- 
rity, Nec Omnia apud Priores 
meliora, ſed noſtra quoque /Etas 


either by reaſon the Preſent 
is Doubtful, and paſſes al- 
ways in a Moment, or be- 
cauſe the Future is uncertain, 
and altogether unknown. 
The zd. reaſon is, that al- 
tho” One has a much greater 
Eſtate than one had 10 or 12 
Years ago, yet one cannot be 
contented with it, becauſe 
one looks upon one's ſelf as 
[nearer Death by ſo many 
Years. For it is a moſt cer» 
rain Truth, that when a 
Man perceives himſelf near 
his End, he would give all 
that he is Worth, tho' never 
ſo much, to prolong his Life 
but the ſhorteſt ſpace of 

Time. Apotheem 640 Add 
ro this the Anſwer which 


multa Laudis & Artium imi- the ſame Spaniard made to a 


tanda Poſteris tulit. Ann. 3. 


Thereare three reaſons (ſays 
Jobn Rufo)why Paſs'd Things 


Friend, who faid to him, 
Nu ſeem to be much better in 
| Hea!th than you were a Tear ago. 


ſeem better to us than Pre- Quite contrary ( reply'd he) 


ſent. Firſt, becauſe what is 


already paſt is regretted, by 


reaſon it is no more. adly, 
Thar of all the three Times, 


for then as Sick as I was, I were 
more Healthy than I am nom, 
becauſe I had above a Year to 
live. Apothegm 29. | 


Prudent Man ſuit himſelf to the preſent Times 
whether in relation to Body, or Mind although 
the Paſt may even ſeem better to him. In Man- 
ners only this Rule is not to be obſerved, ſce- 
ing Vertue is at all times to be practiſed. It is 
not known now. a- days, what it is to ſpeak 
Truth, or the old Faſhion Trick, to keep one's 
Word. If any do ſo, they paſs for Old faſhion- 
ed People. So that no body Imitates them, tho 
all Love them. Unhappy Age, wherein Vertue 


paſſs 
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paſſ s for a Stranger, and Vice for a Native! 
Lec a Wiſe Man then Live as he can, if he can- 
not as he would. Let him be content with what 
Fo t ine hath lent him, as if it were better than 
what ſhe hath denicd him. | 


MAXIM CXXL 
Not to make much of Nothing. 


AS there are ſom? that perplex themſclves a. 
bour Nothing, fo there are others who puzzle 
themſelves about every Thing. They talk al- 
ways like Miniſters of State. They take all 
Things either Literally, or Myſtically. Few 
of thoſe Things that occaſion Trouble, are to be 
minded: Elſe we ſhall rorment our ſclves much 
in Vain. It is to Act quite contrary, to lay 
that to Heart, which we ſhould throw bchind 
our Backs. Many Things that were of ſome 
Conſequence, have fignih'd Nothing, becauſe 
Men troubled not their Heads about them ; and 
others which ſignified Noching, have become 
Matters of Importance, b:cauſe of the Value that 
had been put upon them. In the beginning, it 
is eaſy to maſter any Thing; but not ſo after- 
wards. Moſt commonly the Remedy encreaſcs 
the Toil. It is not then the worſt Rule of Li- 


Ying, to let Things go as they come. 


| 


. 


Spoke with that Air, that 
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MAXIM CXXIL. 


Authority in 2 and Ations. 


(1.) THAT Quality takes Place every where; 
i preſently commands Reſpcct. Ir ſhews it ſelf 
over All, in the Convertation, in Harangucs, 
in the Carriage, in the Laoks, and in the Mien. 
To win Hearts is a great Conqueſt, That is not 
attained to by a fooliſh Bravery, nor by an im- 
perious manner of Speaking, bur by a certain 
Aſcendant that ſprings from a Greatneſs of 


(1.) This Character is ve. 
ry requiſite for Princes, and 
Perſons in high Stations, 
eſpecially for Generals of 
Armies. Tacitus ſays, that 
Druſus, Son of Tiberins, had 
not the Art of Speaking 
well, but he neverthelels 


dſcover'd the Greatneſs of 
his Birth. Suamquam ud is 
dicendi, Nobilitate ingenita, in- 
curſat Priora, probat Preſentia, 
Cc. Ann. 1. This Autho- 
rity ſerves inſtead of Elo- 
quence to great Generals. 
Mults ' Auftoritate, que Viro 
militari pro Facunilia erat. 
Ann. 1s. And it was for 
this reaſon that Galba al- 
ways deliver'd himſelf in few 
words to his Soldiers, Impe- 
ratoria Brevitate (lays Tacitus 
Hiſt. 1.) and without giving 
any Eloquent Turns to his 
Diſcourſe. Apud Senatum 


Ouiſpiam, quam apud Milites 
2 = 1570. The — 
of Princes and Generals 
ought to have more Force 
than Politeneſs. Militaris 
Vari ſenſus ncomptos, fed wa» 
lides. Ann. 15. Of Autho- 
rity in Actions Tacitus gives 
an Example of one Cecinna, 
who upona falſe Alarm, not 
being able to ſtop the flight 
of his Soldiers neither by 
Prayers nor Menaces, threw 
himſelf all along before the 
principal Gate of the Camp, 
that ſo out of very Com- 
paſſion and Shame they 
might forbear to trample 
on the living Body of their 
General. Cum neque Aucko- 
ritate, neque Precilus, ne Ma- 
nu quidem obſiſtere aut reti- 
nere Militem quire!, projectus 
in Limine Porta, M. ſerati- 
one demum, quia per Corpus 
Legati eundum erat, colawfi: 


non comptior Galb#, non longior 


viam. Ann. f. 


the 
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nd is ſupported by an extraording- 


the Genius, a 
ry Merit. 


MAXIM 


CXXIIL. 


The Man without Affectat ion. 


(.) THE more there is of Perfection, the 
leſs there is of Aﬀectation : For it is that com- 
monly which ſpoils the fineſt Things. Affecta. 


tion 1s as inſupportable 


to others, as it is trou- 


bleſom to thoſe that uſe it, who Live in a conti- 


(i.) Affectation ( ſays our 
Author in the 17:h Chap. of 
his Heroe) is the Counter- 
poiſe of Greatneſs. Perfecti- 
on-ought to be in you, an 
your Praiſe in the Mouth of 
— He that 5 _ 2 
nough to cry up himſelf, 
— to be puglih d with 
the Silence of other Men. 
Eſteem is free, and ought 
not tobe a Slave to Artifice, 
much leſs to Violence. She 
ſuffers herſelf to be perſwa- 
ded by the dumb Eloquence 
of Perſonal good Qualities, 
andnot by aridiculous Vain- 
Glory. To have but the leaſt 

ood Opinionof our Selves 
+ wa all theEſteemwhich 
Others have for us. All the 
Narciſſuss are Fools, but the 
Narciſſus of Wit are above 
the reſt Incurable, becauſe 
their Diſeaſe lies in its Re- 
medy. If Affectation of Per- 
ſections be a Folly in the 
eighth Degree, what Degree 

ſhall we Aſſign to that of 


| 


þ 


Imperfections? There are: 
ſort of People, who, to avoid 
Affe ctation, run into the ve- 

midſt of it, inaſmueh as 


di they Aﬀe&not to be Aﬀet- 


ed. Tiberius Affected to Diſ- 
ſemble, but he knew not how 
to Diſſemble that he Diſſem- 
bled. The higheſt point of 
Policy 1s, to conceal one's 
Cunmng, and to cover a 
great Artifice with a greater, 
Doubly Great is he, who 1s 
Maſter ofall Perfections, and 
yet has no Tongue to boaſt 


of them. By a generous In- 


difference he awakes the 
Publick Attention, and 2 
he has no Eyes for his own 
Merit, an Hundred are res- 


dy to Admire him on all 


ſides. This is what ought 


to be call'd the Miracle of 


Artifice. If there be other 


ways that lead to Grandeur, 
this, altho' altogether con- 
trary to it, conducts us be- 
times to the Throne of Fame, 


or to Immortality. 


aul 


aual martyrdom of Conſtraint, that they may 
de Puntual in all Things. The moſt eminent 
Qualities loſe their Value, if any the leaſt Af- 
ſectation be diſcovered in them, becauſe they 
are then attributed rather to an Artificial Con- 
ſtraint, than to the true Character of the Perſon. 
and what is Natural, hath been always more 
Agrecable, than What is Artificial A Man is 
looked upon to be a Stranger to all chat he Af 
feas. The better one does a Thing the more 
one ought to hide the care one takes in doing 
it, to the end that all may take it for Natural. 
But in avoiding Affectation, have a fpecial care 
you fall not into it, by affecting not to be af- 
fected. An Accompliſhed man ought never to 
give the leaſt Token of his being perſwaded of 
his own Merit: For the leſs he ſcems ſollicitous 
to make it known, the more all will mind it. 
He is doubly Excellent, who confirms all his Per- 
fections Within himſelf, without bragging of a- 
py ; he arrives at the height of Plauſibility, by a 
way not much frequented. 1 


MAXIM CXXIV. 


How to make one's $ elf Regretted, 4 


FE W have that happineſs, and yet it is an 
extraordinary one to be Regretted by good Men. 
Moſt commonly People are indifferent, as to 
thoſe who have finiſhed their Race. There are 
divers means of meriting the Honour to be Re- 
gretted. ( 1. ) An Eminent diſcharging of one's 

| wn Office 
* (r.) For (as Pliny Junior | laſt even after our Deceaſe ; 
firs) if one has caus'd one's| bur, if ro be Fear'd, Fear dies 
ſelf to be belov'd, that will | with our Perſon, my" 
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takes its Place, when Reſpe&t|8. To what amounts this 

ns to that of Lore. Maxim of Tacitus, Qui timere 
ale Terrore Veneratio acquiri- deſierint, od ſſ. incipieut; that 

tur. Nam Timor abit ; f is to ſay as ſoon as they have 

reced at, manet Amor : Ac ſic, ut | ceay'd to Fear they begin to 

We in Odium, Hit in Reveren- Hate: In Asgricold. 

tiam vertatur. Ep. Ult. lib: | 


Office is a very ſure one; and to pleaſe all Peg. 
ple is an effectual one. Eminence begets Depen. 
dance; ſo ſoon as it appears that the Office ſtood 
in need of the Man that diſcharg'd it; and not 
the Man of the Office. Some do Honour to 
their Places, and others ate Honoured by them, 
( 2. I lt is not an Advantage to ſeem Good, be- 
cauſe one hath a bad Succeſſor. For that is not 
to be truly reſpected, Hur only to be leſs ha- 


ted. 


(2) It was in this Senſe| infamous Debaucheries of 
that Mucian ſaid, that Orho| his Succeſſor. Yitellium, qui 
was regretted, and ſeem'd to| Orhonem jam deſiderabilem at 
have been a great Prince, on- magnum Principem fecit. Tac. 


ly becauſe of the Vices and | Hiſt. 2, 
MAXIM CXXV, 


Not to be a Book of” \ Accounts, 


IT'S a fign of a bad Reputation, to take plez- 
ſure in blaiting 'the Credit of another Man, 


( 1. ) Some are willing to waſh out, or at leal 
t 


(1) Pliny Junior ſays; that very Crimes which they imi- 
there were a ſort of People tated the moſt. He fays, 

in his Time, who, tho' they | that for his part he eſteem'd 
were Slaves to their Paſſions, | him the beſt good Man, that 
yet flew out exceedingly a- forgave Others, as if he were 
gainſt the Vices of Others, every dayfaulty himſelf,and 
as if they envy'd them, and who abſtain'd from Faults, 
Puniſh'd very ſeverely thoſe 125 if he pardon'd no 9 
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That we ought to be Im- etiam, qui dare veniam, 11 
lacable towards our ſelves, ſibi, ＋ * Ep. 22. lib. 8. 


and Indulgent even to thoſe 
who are only ſo to them- 
ſelves. Qui omnium Libidi- 
num Servi, fic Aliorum vitiis 
ſraſcuntur, quaſi invideant ; & 
erwviſſme puniunt, quos maxi- 
me imitantur. Atque Ego Op- 
nimum & emendatiſſmum exi- 
ſtimo, qui cæteris ita ignoſcit, 
tanqusm ipſe quotidie peccet ; 
ita Peccatis abſtinet, tanquam 
Nemini ignoſcat. Proinde hoc 
Domi, hoc foris, hoc in omni vitæ 
Genere tencamus, ut nobis im- 


Philip IId. King of Spain, 
would not ſuffer any Perſon 
to be ſpoken ill of in his 
Preſence, giving for reaſon, 
that as there was no Man fo 
good, but he might be bet- 
ter, ſo there was none fo bad, 
but he might be worſe. That 
the Good ought to be re- 
warded, on Account of their 
Virtue; and the Bad excus'd, 
by reaſon of Human Frailty. 
_ Felipe el Prudente, cap. 
ulr. 


placabiles ſims ; execrabiles iſtis 


to conceat their Stains, by diſcovering thoſe of 
others. They Comfort themſelves in their own 
Miſcarriages, by Affirming that others have as 
bad: Which when all is done, is but the Conſo- 
lation of Fools, Theſe have always ſtinking 
Breaths, their. Mouths being the Sinks of Civil 
Uncleanneſs. The more one dives into theſe 
Matrers, the more one bemires, and defiles one's 
ſell There is no Man but hath ſome original 
Failing. (z.) The Faults of thoſe who are not 
much known, are unknown. Let a prudent 
Man take good hecd that he be not a Regiſter of 
Calumnies. That's the way to ſet up for a very 
unpleaſant Model, and to be wirhout a Soul, 
though one be alive. s 


60 Ic is for this reaſon | broad, and become known to 
that Princes Miſcarriages every Body, Habet hoc (ſays 
become known to all the Pliny Junior in his Panegyri- 
World. Moſt commonly | que ) magna Fortuna, ed wh 
(fays our Author in his Fer- hil tectum, nihil occultum eſſe 
dinand ) Princes Faults are | patitur. Principum verò Cu- 
Committed in the moſt ſe- | Hicula ipſa, intimoſque Receſſus 
eret Receſſes of their Palaces, recludit, omniaque Arcana noſe 
yet are they ſoon blaz'd a- cenda Fame proponit. AY 


* 
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MAXIM CXXVI. 


Ci.) To commit Folly does not make a Fool 3 fo wack 
as not to know how to bide it. 


I F one ought to hide one's Paſhun, much 
more ought one to conceal one's Faults. All 
Men fail, but with this difference, that Men of 
Senſe palliate the Faults they Commit, and Fools 
diſcover thoſe they are abour. Reputation con- 
fiſts more in the manner of Acting, than in what 
is actually done. If thou be not Chaſt, ſays the 
Proverb, be at leaſt Cautious. The Faults of 
great Men are more remarkable,” in that they 
are the Eclipſcs of great Luminaries. How 
great ſoever thy Friendſhip may be, never truſt 
it with thy Failings: Nay, hide them even 
from thy ſelf, if it be poſſible. At leaſt fhou 


mayſt make uſe of that other Rule of Living, 


which is to know how to forget. 


. Our Author in the | bu 
2d. Chap. of his Heroe, attri- | nal Madruccio. 


MAXIM CXXVII. 


The Secret Charm, or the Inexpreſſible. Somewhat; 


which the French call the Je: ne- ſai- quoi; and 
the Spaniards El deſpejo, | 


Is che Life of great Qualities, the Breath of 


Words, the Soul of Actions, and the Luſtre of 


all Beauties. Other Perfections are the Orna- 


ment of Nature; the inexpreſlible Somewhat, is 


that of Perfe&ions themſelves. It is obſervable 
even in the way of Reaſoning. It holds much 


more 


tes this ſaying to Cardi- 


rr . << aA. 
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more of Privilege than Study, for it is even 
above all Diſcipline, It is not limited to Eaft- 
nels, but reaches the niceſt Gallantry. It ſup- 

ſcs a free and unſtinred Mind, and to that 
Freedom adds the laſt Strokes of Perfection. 
Without it all Beauty is dead, all Gracefulneſs 
Ungraceful. It hath the pre-cminence overVa- 
lour, Diſcretion, Prudence, nav, and Majeſty 
it Self. It is a politick Engine, whereby Af- 
fairs are ſoon diſpatched ; and in fine, the Art of 
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how, 


coming off hanſomely, 
red. | | 


where one is hampe- 


(.) Here it will not be amiſi to give the Tranſia- 
tion of the whole thirteenth Chapter of cur Author's 
Heroe, where he gives a little more diſtin Account 


of what be calls the Deſpejo. 


( r. ) For a Gloſs to this 
Deſcription of the Deſpejo, or 
hexprefſible Somewhat, which 
is very Metaphyſical ; rake 
what Father Bouhours fays, in 
his fifth Conference of Ariſtu⸗ 
and Eugenius. It is much 
eaſter to perceive than to 
ſays Ariſtus. It 
would be no longer an [know 
ust what, if we knew what it 
were, Its Nature is to be 
incomprehenſible and Inex- 
proſſible. And a few Pages 
after, To take it aright, it is 


The 


unaccountable good Luck : 
So that the moſtcertainthing 
that can be ſaid is, that the 
greateſt Merit ſigniſies no- 
thing without this Quality, 
and that it ſtands in need on- 
ly of its ſelf to work a great 

ffect. It is to no pur- 
poſe to be Handſom, Witty, 
Blirhe, c. for if the Dx» 
b. eſſivle Somewhat be wanting, 
all cheſe fair Qualities are, 
as it were, dead; but what- 
ſoever Imperfections one 
may kave; either in Body or 


neither Beauty, good Mein, 
ul Grace, Briskneſs of 

umour, nor ſprightly Wit, 
ſince we daily fee Men that 


Mind, we are ſure to pleaſe 
with this ſole Advantage. 
This ſort of Somewhat ſets 
all ro righrs. From thence 


have all theſe Qualities, and 
yet fail of the Art to Pleaſe, 
and others thar pleaſe ex- 
treamly, without any thing 
that is Agreeable, but this 


it follows, ( lays Euge i 
that 'tis an Agreeableneſs 
which animates Beauty, 
and the other Natural Per- 
fetions which correct Ugli- 

K nels, 


- 
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neſs, and other Natural De- 


fects ; that it is a Charm, 
and an Air, which inſinuates 
into all our Actions and 
Words, and which has an 
Influence over our Gate, 
Mirth, Voice and Geſture, 
when we pleaſe. And four 
or five pages after, He ſays, 
That the Spaniards have al- 
ſo their No ſe que (I know nor 
what) which they bring in 
at every Turn, beſides their 
Donayres( Witty ſaying ) Brio 
(Smartneſs ) and their Deſpejo, 


miſmos Recales Perſeccion de li 
miſma Perfeccion, the mean- 
ing whereof, according to 
che ſame Author is, above 
the reach of our Thoughts 
and Words, Liſongea la h- 
teligencia, y eſtratta la Expli. 


cation. This I mention here, 
to ſhew that the Deſpejo is 
an I know not what, which 


hath no Name, and that all 
thoſe which are given to it, 
are pretty Words which the 


Learned have invented to 


flatter their Ignorance. Theſe 
are the Terms of Father Bows 


which Gracian tems Alma | 


de toda Prenda, Realce de los] hours. 


is the Sol of all Qualities; the Life of all Perfecti. 
ons, the Vigour of all Actions, the Gracefulneſs 
of all Language, and the Charm of all Good 
Senſe. It agreeably amuſes the Conception and 
Imagination, but it is nevertheleſs Incxplicable . MW; 
It is ſomething that enhances the Luſtre of all WI, 
Beauties, ard is a metaphyſical Beauty of it ſelf, . 
Other Perfections adorn Nature, but this De/pe- . 
7, adorns even Ornaments themſelves. So that MW; 
it is the Perfection of Perfections, accom- WM, 
panicd with a tranſcendant Beauty, and uni- 
ver{al Gracefulneſs. It conſiſts in a certain en- 
gaging Air, and in an Agrecablenſs that hath WW ( 
no Name, but which is however to be Seen in N. 
Speaking, and in the manner of Acting and Rea · , 

ſoning. What is moſt lovely in it comes from Wh 
Nature, and the reſt depends on Reflection; for . 
it hath never been ſubjected to any impcrious 
Precept but always to the beſt of every Kind. 

It has the name of a Charm, becauſe it inchantz 


Hearts 


| 
( 
| 
| 
The Deſpejo ( Inexpreſſible Somewhat ) ſays he, | 
| 
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Hearts; of a fine Air becauſe it is impercepri- 
be; of a brisk one, by reaſon of its Activity; of 
z taking One, becauſe of its Politeneſs; and 
aftly, of Jollity and Good Humour, for its Ea- 
fn:fs and. Complaiſance. The Deſire, and yet 
[mpoſſbility of defining it, hath got it all theſe 
Names. Ir is to do it wrong, to confound it 
with Eaſineſs, for that comes at a great diſtance 
after it. It advances as far as the fineſt Gallan- 
ry, Though it ſuppoſe an entire Diſcngaged- 
nfs, yet is it Nill devoted to Perfection. Acti- 
ons have their Midwife, and 'tis to this Inex- 
ptelllble Deſpejo, that they are oblig'd for their. 
life Delivery, Withour it they are Still born; 
without it the beſt of Things are Infipid. Nay, 
it is not ſo much the Acceſſory neither, but 
that it is ſometimes the Principal. It ſerves 
nor only for Ornament, but alſo for Support 
2nd Direction in Affaits: For as it is the Soul 


of Beaury, ſo is it liKewiſe the Spirit of Pru- 


dence, and as it is the Cauſe of Gracefulneſs, 
ſo is it allo the Life „f Valour. In a Captain, it 
goes hand iu hand with Bravery, and in a King, 
with Prudence. la the ſhock of a Battle, it. is 
no leſs conſpicuous by its brave and undaun- 
ted Air, than by its Skill in Handling of Arms, 
and in its Reſolution. It ficſt renders a General 
Maſt-r of himſelf, and after wards of all others. 
It is as impetuous on Ho: ſc· back, as it is maje- 
lick under the Canopy. In the Palpir it gives a 
brace to Words. By its Golden Thread, Hen- 
IV. the TBeſe of Fance, dextrouſiy guided 
dimſelf through the Labyrinth of fo many Op- 

lacles and Affairs as oppos d Eim. | 


K 2 MAX. 
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MAXIM CXXVII. 
The” High Courage. 


IS one of the principal Conditions required 
in a Heroc, inaſmuch as it ſpurs him on to all 
that is Great, refines his Diſcernment, raiſes 
his Heart, elevates his Thoughts and Actions, 
and, in a word, diſpoſes him to M jeſty. It 
makes its way through, wherever it comes; 
and when hard Fortune oppoſes, it eſſays all 
Ways ard Means to come off with Honour, 
The more it is confined within the bounds of 
Poſhibility, the more it labours to enlarge it 
felt. Magnanimity, Generoſity, and all He. 
roick Qualitics, own it for their Source and 
Origin. | 
The ſtrong Head, ſays Gracian, Chap. 4. of 
his Heroe, is for Philoſophers; the good Tongue 
for Orators ; the Breaſt for Wreſtlers, the Army 
for Soldiers, the Feet for Runners, the Shoul- 
ders for Porters, and the great Heart for Kings. 
(1.) The Heart of Alexander was a great Heart 
indeed, ſince a whole World lodged in a cor- 
ner of ir, and 6 more could have eaſily found 
room in it. That of Julius Ceſar was alſo very 
great, ſince it knew no mean betwixt, Al, and 
Nothing. The Heart is the Stomach of Fortune: 
It digeſts alike her Favours and Diſgraces. A 
great Stomach is not eaſily ſurcharg'd with 
Food. A Giant is ſtarved with that which fur- 
feirs a Dwarf. EY | 

That Prodigy of Valour, Charles VII. Dauphin 
of France, and afterwards King, being inform- 


( 1.) This is becauſe bo} were many Worlds. 
was one Day told, that there ; 
, : A E 
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ed that his Father, and the King of England his 
Competitor, had got him declared in Parlia- 
ment incapable of Succeeding to the French 
Crown, an{wer'd boldly, That he Appeal'd from 
it, And when he was asked with Admiration, 
To whom? To my Courage, and the Point of 
my Sword, Replied he. The Effect followed. 
Charles Emanuel, the Achilles of Save, de- 
feared four hundred Curaſſiers, with but four 
Men to ſtand by him: And perceiving that all 
were ſurprized at ic, he ſaid, that in the grea- 
teſt Dangers, there was no Company ſo good 
25 a great Heart, The Superabundance of the 
Heart ſupplies what is other wiſe wanting. (2.) A 
King of Arabia ſhew ing one day to his Couftiers 
a Cutlace that had becn preſented him, it was 
the Opinion of them all, that its only Faulr, 
was, that ir was too ſhort. Whereupon the 
King's Son ſaid, That there was no Weapon 
too ſhort for a brave Cavalier, ſince there nee- 
ded no more but to advance one ſtep to make 
it long enough. 2 


(2.) This is alſo the An- good ſaying of Ceſar to his 
ſwer which a Spartan Lady'Þ lot, who was affraid of a 
made her Son, who com- Tempeſt, F-ar not (ſays he) 
plain'd of having too ſhort |for thou carrieft Cæſar, an 
1 Sword. Add to this, the |Czlar's Fortune. 


MAXIM CXXIX. 
Never to Complain. 


COMPLAINTS always ruin Credit. They 
rather excite a Paſſion ro offend, than a Com- 
paſſion to comfort us, They make way for 
thoſe that hear them, to do the lik2 to us, that 

| 13 thoſe 
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thoſe have done, of whom we Complain, and 
the Knowledge of the Injury from the Firk, 
ſerves the Sccond fax an Excuſe. (.) Some by 
complaining of paſt Offences, give occaſion for 
future; and inſtcad of the Remedy and Con. 
ſolation which they expect to get, give plca- 
ſure to others, and even attraCt their Contempt. 
(2.) It is far better Policy to publiſh the Obi. 
gations we owe to People, that we may there- 
by ſtir up others to oblige us yer more. To talk 
often of Favours received from Perfons abſent, 
is to court the like from thoſe hat are preſent, 
It is a kind of ſelling the Credit of the one 10 
the other. Thus a prudent Man ought never 
to publiſh Diſgraces and Failings, but always 
Favours and Honours. This ſerves to preſcrve 
the Eſteem of Friends, and to keep Enemies 
within the Bounds of their Duty. See Maxim 
145+ 


(1.) When you are Diſ-|of his Friends, ſaid, that 
contented (ſays ch e to | there would be a Pleaſure in 
his Son) conceal jt as much , Obliging that Knight, ſince 
as poſſible, for altho' it be he made it his chiefeſt de- 
commonly ſaid, that ro com- li gbt to acknowledge Bene- 
municate one's misfortune fits, in a manner that thoſe 
is a kind of Remedy for it, he receiv'd always occaſio- 
et there is more Honour ned him to merit Others. 
in not telling it at all; ſince ' Benefit a mea tueri nullo modo 
that is a ſign of Courage and melius quam ut augeam, poſ- 
Reſolution of Mind. In his ſum; præſertim cum ipſe illi 
Teetrer in V ſe. tam gratè interpretetur, ut, dum 
(2.) It is in this Senſe | priore accipit, poſteriora merea- 
— tur. Ep. 13. hb. 2. | 
c 8 p 


| that Pl; Junior 1 
ding à Roman Knight to one 
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MAXIM CXXX. 
To Do, and make it Appear. 


THINGS paſs not for what they really are, 
but for What they ſeem to be. To know how 
to Do and to know how to ſhew ir, is a double 
Knowledge, What is not ſeen, is as if it had 
no Being. Reaſon ir ſelf loſes its Authority, 
when it appears not to be fo. There are more 
Men Miſtaken, than Knowing. Deceit carries 
it cleverly, in regard that Matters are only con- 
fidered by their Out- ſides. Many Things appear 
quite different from what they really are. A 
good Out- ide ĩs the beſt Recommendation of in- 
ternal Perfection. = 


MAXIM CXXXI. 
The Procedure of a Gallant Man. 


(1.) SQULS have their Gallantry and gentecl, 


(1.) The Reman Hi ſtory ' France, viz. It would not become 
iffords us a great Example a King of France, faid he, to 


1 


of this Generoſity, where it revenge the Quarrels of a Duke 


relates that the Emperor ef Orleans, being the Title 
Adrian meeting a Man that he had before he was King. 
had affronted him while he ThefearetheMiracleswhic 
was but a private Perſon, he ſpring from an Hero's Hearr. 
cry'd out to him, Friend, thou Thus it was, with good rea- 
hoſt now no more to fear. Adri» fan, thar that King had for 
an ( ſays Gracian in the 4th. his Deu ſe, a King of the 
Chap, of his Hero) has taught Bees ſurrounded by his 
us a rare and extraordinary Swarm, with this Motto, Now 
way of Triumphing' over utitur Acuteo Rex cu! porte mis. 
our Enemies, when he told One of the ſeven Sages was 
one of the greateſt he had, wont to ſay, that Pardon 
That he was eſcap'd. There is was ſtill better worth than 
no Praiſe worthy of that Repentance. | 

ine ſaying of Lewis XII. of * 

1 77 3 . 46-- Ws | Manner 
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Manner from which ariſes a great Heirt, This 
Perfection is not to be found in all forts of Mun. 
becauie ir preſuppoſes a Fund ot Generoitv. Its 
firſt Care is to ſpeak well f Enemies, and it ll 
to uſe them the better for being ſo. In occaſions 
of Revenge it appears moſt Confpicuouſly. tr 
neglect nor theſe Opportunities, but it is only to 
make a good uſe of them, by preterring the glo- 
ry of Paidoning, betorethe plcaſure of a Victori- 
ous Revenge. Thar is even à politick way of 
Proceeding, ſince the Quainteſt keaſon of State 
never e cts theſe Advantages, becauſe it Aﬀecs 
Nothing : And always when Right obtains them, 
Modeſty dill:zmbles them. 


MAXIM CxXXU. 


To Confider, and Bethink one's Self 


TO Reviſe is the ſureſt way, eſpecially where 
the Advantage is certain: It is always good to 
take time, whether ir be for granting a Thing, 
or for better deliberatir g on it. New Thoughts 
come into onc's Head, which confirm and forti- 
fy Reſolution. ( 1. ) If the Matter be to give, the 
Gift is more Eſtec med, becauſe of the Diſcern- 
ing of him that gives it, than for the plcaſure of 
not havirg exp cted it. (2) What hath been 
Deſired, hach always been moſt Eſteemed. If it 
bc . Thing to be Refuſed, Time facilitates the 


(10) Pliny Junior ſays, that petu quodam, ſed Confilie tra- 
the leſs Heat and Paſſion ue. Ep. 8. lib 1. 
there is in Liberality, ſo (2.) Defiderata ati Re:(ſays 
much more commend:ble it Hag. in wajus accipitur. 
is. Tanto laudabilior Vun f- Hiſt. 3. bs 
cencia, quod ad illam non In- 


manner 
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manner of it, by letting the, No, ripen, until 
the St alon be come. Beſides, moſt commonly 
ſo ſoon as the firſt Heat of Defire is over, the 
big ur of a Denial is taken with Indifference. 
{3 ) Tacy who D-mandin halt, are to be Heard 
a leiſure, That's the true Way to avoid being 
ſu prized. See Maxim 70. 


10 The ſame Pliny ſays, { ſays, That one ought not to 
that Repentance is the Com- make haſt to give that, which 
panion of over-haſty Libe- one cannot take way after 
rality. Swubite Largitionis| it is once given. Tard# con- 
Comitem Penitentiam. Ibid. ] cedcret, quod datum non adimi- 
And Tacitus in like manner rerun. nn. 13. 


MAXIM CXXXIII. 
is 
Rather to be a Fool in Company than Wife alone. 


FOR if all be ſuch, none are ſo, cry Politi- 
cians: Whereas if Wiſdom be ſingular, it will 
paſs for Folly. ( 1.) Cuſtom then is to be fol- 
lowed. Sometimes to know Nothing, or at 
leaſt to ſeem to know Nothing, will be the grea- 
teſt Knowledge. We muſt of neceſſity live with 
others, and the Ignorant are ever the moſt nu- 
merous. To Live alone, one ought to have a 
great deal of the Nature of God, or to be alto- 


(I.) Preſentia ſequi, * when Idleneſs was a more 
Tacitus Hiſt. 4. And in the commendable Merit. Inter 
Life of Acricola his Father- Qua ſtorumeœ TribunatumPlebis, 
in- law, he commends him ex- atque etiam ipſum Tribunatus 
ceedingly for having known Amum, Quiete, & Olis tranſit, 


what Bounds to ſet to his gn ſub Nerone Temporum, 
Wiſdom: Retinuit, quod «t quibus Inertia pro Sapientia 
diffcilium,& Sepicntia Modum. | fuit. According to the ſame 
As alſo for having obtain'd ¶ Tacitus, ſometimes Wiſdom 
from op great Things is out of Seafon. Intempeſti- 
Reign of Nero, vam Sapientiam. Hiſt. 3 


| gether 


under the 
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gether a Beaſt. But to qualify this Maxim, | 
would ſay, Rather to be Wiſe with others, than a 
Fool without Company. Some affect to be ſingular 
in Chimera s. | | ; 


MAXIM CXXXIV. 
To heve A double Portion of Things meceſſary to Life. 


I'S to Live Doubly. We muſt not confine our 
Selves to one Thing only, even tho” ic be Ex- 
cellent. All Things ought to be Double, and 
eſpecially thaſe which are Uſeful and Delightful, 
The Moon that changes ſo often, is yet not ſo va- 
riable as the Will of Man, ſo fickle is that Faculty 
of the Mind. We ought thercfore to raiſe a 
Barrier to our Incanſtancy. Take it then for a 
chief Rule of the Art of Living, to have a Dou- 
ble Portion of all that ſerves for Conveniency, 
As Nature hath given us Pairs of thoſe Members 
| of the Body which are moſt neceſſary, and moſt 
expoſed to Danger, ſo ought Art to double 

thoſe Things, whereon the Happineſs of Life 

r 2 "FIN 
MAXIM CXXXV. 


Nyt to have the Spirit of Contradition. 


— 


FOR that's the way to become Ridiculous, 
nay even, and lnſupportable. Wiſdom will ne- 
ver fail to conſpire againſt that Spirit. ( 1.) It is 

2 - | * | Inge- 

(8.) In the Apothegms of Always leave the Diſpute 
John Rufo, I meet with a Pre- (ſays he) before it grows 
cept which deſerves to be hot, for Victory ever in- 
inſerted here for a Comment. I clines to him that Ce 
8 r 2 4 „ * the 
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the leaſt. . Apothegm 431.]fince he could agree with 
Socrates ſaid # one of bis no body. 1 abun- 
Contemporaries, whe was dance of People, who break 
wont to Contradi& every [their Neighbours head with 
Body ; That he was good an Aſſes — 

for Nothing but Solitude, 1 


Ingenuity to find Difficultits in all Thirgs: but 
Folly to be an Opiniator. Such Men turn the 
weeteſt Converſation into a Skirmith, and are 
by Conſequence greater Enemies to their Friends, 
than to thoſe that frequent not their Company: 
The more Savoury the piece of Fiſh is that we 
put into our Mouths, the more we feel the Bone 
that gets betwixt our Teeth. Contradict ion 
hach the ſame Effect in pleaſant Converſation. 
Thoſe are Fools, nay, fantaſtical Ones, that are 
71 ſatisficd with being Beaſts, unleſs they be 
WI : | : : +8 


MAXIM CXXXVI. 
To take Things aright, and preſently to nick the 


Point. 


MANY fetch a tedious compaſs of Words, 
without ever coming to the ſubſtance of the Bu- 
ſineſs: They make a thouſand Turnings and 
windings, which tire themſelves, and others, 
without ever arriving at the Point of Impor- 
tance. This proceeds from the confuſion of 
their Underſtanding, which cannot clear it Self, 
They loſe Time and Patience in what ought to 

be let alone, and then they have no more to be. 
ſow upon what they have Omitred, | 


s 


MAX- 


"ra. 
. 
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MAXIM CXXXVII. 


The Wiſe Man is ſufficient for Himſelf, 


A certain Grecian Sage was to Himſelf inſtead 
of all Things; and all that He had, was always 
with Him. If ir be true, that an Univ-.r(al 
Friend is ſufficient to render one as contented, 
as if he poſſ ſſed Rome, and all the reſt of the 
Univerſe, be thine own Friend, and thou mayſt 
Livealone. Whar more can be wanting to Thee? 
Thou haſt no better Converſation, nor greater 
Pleaſure than thine. own Company. Thou wilt 
then only depend upon thy ſelt, for it is a So- 
vercign Bliſs, to be like the Supreme Being. He 
that can thus Live, will have nothing of the 
2 but much of the Wiſe Man, and all of 


MAXIM @CXXXVII. 


The Art to let Things go as they can, eſpecially where 
the Sea is Tempeſtuous, 


— 


THERE are Tempeſts, and Hurricanes in the 
Life of Man. It is Prudence to put into Port, 
to let them blow over, (1.) Moſt commonly 
the Remedies increaſe the Evil. When the Sea 
of Humours is in Agitation, let Nature work; 
( 2.) If it be the Sca of Manners, leave it to Mo- 


(1.) Felix intempeſtivis Re- (2.) Quemadmodum enim 
mediis delicta accendebat, ſays Temporum Vices, ita Morum 
Tacitus, Ann. 12. Felix - ee, Ann. 3. For there 
mented his Diſeaſe, by ha- is a Viciſſitude of the Man- 


ving a lind to cure r as well as the Sea- 


cality 


of Seaſon. ſons. 
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raliry. Thereis as much Skill required in a Phy- 
fician, not to Preſcribe, as to Preſcribe: And 
ſamerimes the Excellency of the Art conſiſts in 
adminiſtring no Remedy. The way then to 
calm Popular Guſts is to be quiet. -( 3.) He that 
yields to the Times, may get the Victory after- 
wards. A Fountain becomes troubled if it be 
in the leaſt tirred, and irs Waters turn clear again, 
by cealing to dabble in them. There is no bet- 
ter remedy for ſome Diſorders, than to let them 
alone; for at a long Run they commonly ſtop 
of themſel ves. 6 | 


(3.) Of this Tacitus gives | ſible of their Error, he might · 
an Example in one Spurinna, | have the greater Credit with 
who'finding himſelf oblig'd them. Fit Temeritatis Aliens 
to give way to the Inſolence | Comer Spurinna, 2 

of his Soldiers, ſeem'd to | more welle Simulans, quo plus 

join with them in their raſh | Auctoritatis ineſſet Confiliir, ſi 

Proceedings, to the end that Seditio miteſceret. Hiſt. 2. 
when they came to be Sen- 


— 


MAXIM CXXXIX. 
\Ts know Unlucky Days. 


For there are ſome, wherein nothing will 
ſucceed. It is to no purpoſe to change the 
Game, the Luck will ſtill be the ſame. Ar the 
ſecond Bout, we are 10 take notice if Luck be 
for us or againſt us. Underſtanding bath its 
Seaſons, For no Man was ever alike capable of 
doing every Thing at all Times, There is as much 
good Luck in reaſoning truly, as in Writing a 
Letter well. All Perfections have their Days, and 
1 is not always in its beſt Attire, Diſcre- 
lion ſometimes contradicts it ſelf, now in retrea- 


ting, 
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ting, and by, and by in Advancing. ( 1.) In 
a woid, to Succced well, one wuſt have one's 
Day. (z.) As all Things ſucceed ill to ſome, 

every Thing Profpers with others, and that 


(.) Reaſons for doing, or 


not doing a thing, ſays Pli- 
„Junior, alter according to 
the Diverſity of the Perſons, 
Affairs and Seaſons. Facien- 
di aliquid, wel non Faciend ij, ve- 


A Ratie, cum Hominum ipſorum 


tum Rerum etiam ac Temporum 
Conditione, nutatur. Ep. 27. 
lib. 6. | T 
(2.) Tis for this Reaſon 
that many have thought, 
that there was an inevitable 


00, 


Motion of its own, or pers. 
mitting them to move. It 
is this —.— ſo Abſolute, ſo 
Impenetrable, and ſo Inexo- 


rable, who laughs ar ſome, 
and turns her back upon o- 


thers; ſometimesas Mother, 
and at other times as Step- 
Mother; and this not by an 
Effect of Paſſion, but thro' 
an incomprehenſible Miſte- 
ry of the Judgments of God. 
And a page after, tis a great, 


Fatality in things, and that] Thing to be happy; and 
this Fatality was a certain Res. to every body's 
Connection of natural cauſes] Opinion, that Advantage 
with their Effects, which Claims the firſt Rank. Some 
leaves us, tis true, to the{eſteem more an Ounce of 
Choice of any ſort of Life; Happineſs, than a Tun of 
but then, withal, ſubjects us| Merit and Wiſdom. Others, 
to a Chain of unavoidablejon the contrary, build their 
Accidents whichatrend that Reputations upon their Miſ- 
State. Non e vagis Srellis, — fortunes, Affirming, that it 
rum apud Principia, & Nexus is peculiar to Merit to be 
naturalium Grad : Ac ta- Unſucceſsful, where Happi- 
men Elettionem v.te nobis re- neſs is the Portion of Fools. 
linguunt, quam ubi elegeris, Good Wits (continues he in 


certum imminentium Ordinem. the following Chapter) have 


Tacitus Ann, 6. But to affirm'd, that Fortune ſtands 
ſpeak like a Chriſtian, (ſays in as great need of Conſtan- 
Graciau in the roth Chap. off c , as ſhe has roo much of 
his Heroe] Fortune ſo famous, the Nature of Woman in 
and ſo little known among her. The Marquiſs of Ma- 
Men, is no other than that ſrnan was wont to ſay, that 
Grand-Mother of Accidents:ſhe was not only Inconſtant, 
and that Grand-daughter off like a Woman 3 but alſo 


Supreme Providence, which Fooliſn and Childiſh, like 


ſtrikes in with all ſecond{Yourh. But, for my part 


Cauſes, and that either in a ( fays our Author) I = 5 
Pi- 


— 
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opinion. that the Fickleneſs, man, but is an Alternative 
which is attributed to her, of Events permitted by Di- 
proceeds not from the ca- vine Providence. 

pricious Temper of a Wo- 


100, with leſs Pains and Care; and ſome are ſo 
Happy, that they find their Buſineſs ready done 
to their Hands. Wit hath its Days; Genius its 
Humour; and all Things their Star. When it 
is your Day, you are not to loſe a Minute, 
( 3- But a prudent Man ovghr not poſitivel 
o pronounce, that one day is happy, becauſe 
of his good Succeels ; nor that another is unluc- 
ky, by reaſon of his Bad; the one Being, perhaps, 
bur the eflect of Chance, and the other of Mil- 
timing. 


(.) Whence comes it, and Seaſons, ſhall be al- 
{ lays Machiavel ) that a ways ſucceſsful. Chap. 25th 
rince who is Proſperous of his Prince. What occa- 
to Day, ſball have a turn of ſions ( ſays he in another 
In Fortune to Morrow, tho”| Place) Fortune to forſake 
he kept to the ſame Con- a Man, is her always chang - 
duct; It is my Opinion ing, and his keeping to = 
{ Anſwers he) becauſe the ſame Route : Whereas if he 
Prince who relies altogether would not change, bur ac- 
upon Fortune, falls as ſoon] cording to Seaſons, and the 
3s ſhe changes; whereas, diverſity of Affairs, ſhe 
he that regulates his Ac-F'would always keep Conſtant 
tions according to Times to him. 


; MAXIM CXL: 
To hit at firſt upon the Beſt of every Thing, 


IS the ſureſt Token of a good Diſcernment. 
The Bee goes immediateley to the ſweeteſt 
Flower, that he may ſuck from thence where- 
withal to make his Honey; and the Waſp to the 
Bittereſt, ro furniſh himſelf with Poyſon. It 

| be 16 
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is the ſame Thing in Diſcernments; the one 
ticks to the beſt, while the other“ goes to the 
Worſt. (.) In all Things there is ſomewhat 
Good, eſpecially in Books, which are, or 
ought to be, made with Study. Some are of ſo 
aukward a Temper, that amongſt a th uſapd 
Perfections, they ſhall hit upon the only Fault 
that is to be found, and talk of nothing elſe, az 
if they were cut out for Common Sewers 
of the Filth of the Will, and Wit of others; 
and for keeping a Regiſter of all che Faults which 
they fee. This is rather a Puniſhment of their 
bad Diſcernment, than an excrciſ- of th-ir Un- 
derſtanding. They ſpend their Lives ill, be. 
cauſe they only Feed on the worſt Nouriſhment, 
Much happier are they, who among a thouſand 
Faults, ar firſt diſcover a Perfection that hap- 
pened to be there by Chance. | 


(.) Pliny Junior ſays, thatyDicere ſolebat, nullum eſſe Li. 
' his Uncle was wont to ſay, [brum tam malum, ut non ali- 
That there was no Book 1ſo{qu# ex parte prodeſſer. Ep. 5. 
Bad, but ſome Inſtruftion}jlib. 3. | 

might be gather'd from it. 


MAXIM CXLL 


Not to Liſten to one's Self 


(x. ) IT fignifies little to Satisfy one's Sell, 
if one, withal, Content not others. Commonly 
Self-Eſteem is puniſhed with Univerſal Contempt. 
He that Pays himſelf, remains a Debtor to all 
others. (Ses Maxim 107. ) It is Misbecoming 
for a Man to talk only, tha he may hear him- 


(I.) Ternis Denariis ad lan- ſtat, ut ſic diſertiſſimus. Plin. 


{elf, 


dandum trahuntur. Tanti con- Ep. 14. lib. 2. 
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ſelf. IF. it be Folly to talk to one's Self, it is 
doubly ſo to Liſten to one's Self before Others. 
It is a Fault in gteat Men to ſpeak in an imperi- 
ous Tone; and tis that, which ſtuns thoſe who 
hear them. Ar every Word they fay, their Ears 
importunately beg either Applauſe, or Flattery. 
The Preſumpruous ſpeak allo by Eccho: And 
fince ſuch Converſation moves upon the ſtilts of 
Pride, every Word comes guarded with this im- 
pertinent Exclamation: Rarely well ſaid ! Ah, that's 
8 fine Saying | | 


MAXIM CXLII. 


Newer to Eſpouſe a bad Party in ſpigbt to an Adver- 
ſary, who bath choſen a Better. 


HE that does fo, is already half overcome, and 
at length will be conſtrained wholly to yield. 
This can never be a good way to be revenged. 
If thine Adverſary hath had the Skill to chuſe the 
better Side, take thou heed not to commit the 
Folly of oppoſing him, by Eſpouſing the Worſe. 
in Action engages ſo much the more 
than that in Words, as there is far greater riſque 
in Doing, than in Saying. ( 1. ) It is the Cuſtom 
of the Head-ſtrong to regard neither Truth in 
Contradicting; nor Benefit in Diſputing. A 
Wiſe Man hath always Reaſon on his Side, and 
never falls into a Paſſion. He either Conquers, 
or Retreats : So that if his Rival be a Fool, his 
Folly makes him to change his Courſe, and go 


to 


(t.) Strada relates, that the Count of Egmont; would 
whenever Cardinal Gran: be ſure to be of the con- 
velle was of one Opinion, trary. 
the Prince of Orange, and 

L to 


F | 
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to the other Extreme: Whereby the Condition 


of his Adverlary becomes yet worſe. The only 
Means then to make him forſake the Right Way, 
is to ſtrike in with it, ſeeing that will probably 
move him to embrace the Bad. | 


MAXIM CXLII. 


To take Heed not to run into paradoxcs, by ſhunming 
the way of the Vulgar. 5 


BOT H Extremes equally Diſcredit us. Eve- 
ry Project that thwarts Gravity, is a kind of 
Folly. (1. ) A. Paradox is a certain plauſible 


Cheat, that at firſt ſurprizes by its Novelty and 
its Edge; but afterwards loſes its Vogue, when 


the Falſity of it comes once to be known by 


Practice. It is a kind of Quacking, which in 


matter of Politicks, is the Ruin of States. They 
who cannot attain to Heroiſm, or who have not 
the Courage to advance towards it by the way of 
Vertue, run into Paradoxes ; which make thay 
to be admired by Fools, bur lerve to manifeſt the 
Prudence of Others. The Paradox is a Proof of 
an Illtemper d Mind, and by Conſequence moſt 


oppoſite ro Prudence: And if ſometimes it be 
not founded on what is falſe, it is at leaſt groun- 


ded on what is uncertain, to the great Preju- 
dice of Affairs. : | 
( 1.) Let * Genius|cellent, but not Irregular ; 


(ſays our Author in the firſt well 128 but not Pa- 
Chap. of his Diſcreto) be Ex- radoxic 


MAX. 
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MAXIM CXLIV. 


Under the Veil of another Man's Intereſt, to find one's 
Own. ; 


I Sa moſt proper Stratagem for obtaining what 
One intends. The Confeſſors themſelves teach 
this Pious Craft as to what concerns Salvation. 
It is moſt impotant Diſſimulation, ſince the 
Benefit that is pretended, ſerves as a Bait to at- 
tract the Will, It ſeems to another that his In- 
tereſt goes firſt, when it is only to make way 
for your Pretenſion. One ought never to engage 
hap-hazard in any thing, eſpecially where there 
is danger at the bottom. When one hath to 
do with thoſe, whoſe firſt Word, is always No, 
one muſt not ſhew What one aims at, leſt they 
may ſee Reaſons for not condeſcending to it : 
And that chiefly if one foreſee that they have an 
Averfion thereto. This Advice is to ſuch as can 
turn their Wits to any thing ; which is the ye- 
ſy Quinteflence of Sprightlyneſs. | 


MAXIM CXLV. 
Not to ſhew the Sore Place. 


FOR if you do, every one will certainly have 
a Hit ar it. -Have a care alſo not to complain 
of it, ſince Malice always attacks on the weaker 
vide. Reſentment ſerves only to divert ir. No- 
thing pleaſes Malice ſo much, as to throw one 
off the Hinges. Ir lets fall carr Words, and ſets 
all Engines at Work, until it hath found out 
the Quick. A Man of Parts then ought never 


L 2 


- 
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to diſcover his Malady, whether it be Perſonal, 
or Hereditary: Since Fortune her ſelf cakes 
Pleafure ſometimes to wound in that place, 
where ſhe knows the Pain will be ſharpeſt. It 
mortihes always to the Quick: And therefore, 
one mult never let ic be known either what 
Morrifies, or what brings Life into any Part; 
that one may make the one to ceaſe, and the o- 

ther to continue. | 


MAXIM CXLVI. 
To look into the Inſide. 


(t.) IT is commonly found that Things are 
much different from what they appear to be; 
and Ignorance that only looked on the Outſide, 
is undeccived fo ſoon as it comes to ſec within, 
The Lye is always the firſt in every Thing, it 
draws in Fools by a Vulgar Hear-ſay, which runs 
from Mouth to Mouth ; Truth always arives 
laſt, and that too very late, becauſe it hath a 
lame Guide, Which is Time. ( 2.) The Wile 
keep for it always one half of that Faculty, 
which Nature hath purpoſely made Double. 
Deceit is wholly Superficial : and thoſe who are 


( 1.) There are a great{ Anatomical way of looking 
many People {Bye our Au- into Things. Many times 
thor in the firſt Chap. of his Guilded Deformity paſ- 
Diſcreto) of whom the Criti- ſes upon us for Apparent 
cal Fox, with that in the Fa- Beauty. 
ble, may ery out, and — | (2.) As Alexander the 
O the fine Head! — But there is Great did, who always leant 
Nor hing in it. I find that Va- upon one Ear, while any 
cuum in theſe Men, which ſo| Cauſe was Pleading before 


manyPhiloſophers have ſaid him, ſaying, that he would 
was 8 to be met keep that for the adverſe 


with. 


his is a fine ſort of Party. ; 
| 0 
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ſo themſclves, are preſently catched by ir. Dif. 


cernment retires inwards, that ſo it may be the 
more eſteemed by the Wiſc. 


MAXIM CLXVII. 
; Not to be Inacceſſible. 


LET a Man be never ſo Perfect, he ſome- 
times ſtands in need of Council. He that will 
take none is an Incorrigible Fool. (1.) The moſt 
Intelligent Perſon ought to make room for good 
Advice. (2.) Sovercignty it ſelf ſhould not 
exclude Inſtruction. Some Men are Incurable, 

cauſe they are Llnacceilible. They precipitate 


(1.) Pliny Junior ſays, that Lewis IX, of France, for Go- 
tis the ſign of great Pru-ſverning without a Council, 
dence, to believe others as|thereby preſuming that he 
Wiſe as our ſelves; and ofſhad too good an Opinion 
a Solid Mind, to be willing of himſelf. This Self-ſut- 
to receive Inſtruftions. Cajus ficiency was reproach'd in 
loc præcipua Prudentia, quod him, in his Life time, by the 
Alios Prudentiores arbitraba- great Steward of Normandy, 
ur: Hec precipua FEraditis, who one day bluntly ſaid 
quod diſcere volebat. Ep. 23. to him. Your Majeſty's ſmall - 
lib. 8. . Nag onght to be very ſtrong, 
(1.) For great Afﬀ-|/ncc ſbe can carry both you, and 
fairs (ſays Paterculus) require all your Council. Matthieu in 
great Aſſiſtance. Etenim this Princes Life. Likewiſe 
magna Negetia, maguis Adj us add to this, the Diſtick of 
tori bus egent. Hiſt. 2. No the Antient Poet, which 
Prince can know all, ſays, ſays, 

Tacitus, Neque poſſe Principem Laudatiſſimus eſt,qui per ſe cun- 


ſua Scientia cuntta complecti. [a videbit; 


Ann. 3. Alſo according to Sed laudandus et I, qui paret 
the ſame Tacitus, The beſt : Recta monenti. 
Inſtruments of a good Go- That is to ſay, He is ve- 
vernment, are good Coun- ry worthy of Praiſe, who 
cellors. Num majus boni knows all of himſelf, bur 
Imperii Infirumentum, quam that he deſerves no els 
bonos Ame cos. Hiſt. 4. Divers Commendation, who fub- 
Hiſtorians have blam'd mics zo another's Coun 

, * 


nei 
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' 


Writing a Letter, which is a premeditated Con 


- 


* 
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themſelves, * becauſe no. body dares come at 
them, to hinder them from it. A Door muff 
then be left open to Friendſhip, and by it Relicf 

will enter. A Friend ought to have full Liberty 
to Speak, nay, and to Reprove too. The Opi- 
nion that is conceived of his Fidelity and Pru- 
dence, ought to procure him this Authority, 
Bur this Familiarity is not to be common to All. 
It is enough to have one ſecret Confident, whoſe 
Correction is valued, and who is to be made. 


uſe, of as a true Looking-Glaſs, for Undecciving 


People. 
MAXIM CXLVIII. 
Zo Bave the Art of Converſing. 


(I.) Is the Means whereby a Man ſhews his 
own Value. Of all Humane Actions there is 
none that requires greater Circumſpection than 
this, ſince it is che moſt uſual Exerciſe of Life. 
There is much Reputation cither to be Gain'd, or 
Loſt by ir. (2.) If Judgment be neccflary in 


Converſation (continues he) 


ing, the 


(1.) Converſation ( fays 
our Author in the firſt Chap. 
of his Criticon) is the chief 
means, whereby we arrive 
at Knowledge. Whenever a 
Wiſe Man ſpeaks he begets 
another of his Species. 


is the Daughter of Reaſon- 

Woke: of Know- 
ledge, the Breath of the 
Soul, the Commerce of 
Hearts, the Bond of Friend- 


ſhip, the Nouriſhment of 
Content, and the Occu- 


pation of Men of Wit. 
(2.) Many (fays John Ruf- 
by popping out a word at 
1 have been blew'd 
even in the middle of their 
Diſcourſe by ſome Standers 
by: Wherefore (continues 
he) it would be but Pru- 
dence, in Converſation, to 
imagine one's ſelf playing: 
at Cheſs ; where one al- 
ways does well conſider the 
ſtate of the Game before 
one removes a Man. Abo- 
— De 
verſation 
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yexſation by Paper, far more is it required in 
ordinary Converſation, which brings the Merit 
of People under a ſudden Teſt. (3. The Ma- 
ſters of this Art feel the Pulſe of a Man's Wit by 
his Tongue, according to the Saying -of 'a 
Sage. Speak, if Thou would ſt bye Me to know 
Fhee. Some maintain; that the true Art of Con- 
verling, is to do it without Art: And that Con- 
verfation, if it be betwixt good Friends, ought 
to be as caſy as their Cloaths; For where it is 4 
Conference of Ceremony and Reſpect, it is to 
be performed with more Reſerve, to ſhew that 
they underſtand the World. The way to ſucceed 
well in this way, is to imitate thoſe Men's Wit, 
who are, as it were, allow'd to be the Judges of 
the Conference. Take heed not to be vain in 
Cenſuring of Words, leaſt that make thee to be 
taken for a Pedant, nor in Controlling and 
Chopping Reafons, for then all will avoid thee. 
To ſpeak to the Purpoſe is more neceſlary, than 
to ſpeak Eloquently. 

* 


(3) This was Socrates, of Whetber that Prince be Excellent 


whom we have alſo this ſay- or not, becauſe I never yet Diſ- 
ing, 1 do not know, (ſays he) eye him. 


MAXIM CXLIX, 


To be able to Caſt the Blame and Misfortunes upon 
Others, i | + 


(r.) IT is a thing of great uſe amongſt thoſe 


thar Govern, to have Bucklers againſt Hatred, 
that 


(1.) According to ſome to keep out the Torrent of 
Politicians, it is for a Prince's the People. They are of- 
Security to have Favourites, tentimes good Victims to 
liace they are a ſort of Banks allay the Publick Fury. Pa- 


LI culares 
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eulares publice Solicitudinisſ about them that may take 
Vitime, ſays Pliny Junior, in | upon him the hatred they 
his Panegyrique. Principi-] deſerve. It was for this 
bus gratum eſt (ſays Strada, | reaſon that Philip II. of Spain 
Dec. 1. lib. 2.) Domi Ali-| made ſo much of the Duke 
quem eſſe, in quem Odia, Domi- | of Alva, as a Perſon who 
nis debita, exonerentur. That | took as great Care ro make 
is to ſay, Princes are com- | Enemies, as Others did to 
monly pleas'd, to have one make Friends. + 


that is to ſay, Men upon whom the Cenſure, 
and Complaints of the Publick may light : And 
which is not the Effect of Inability, as Malice 
imagines, but of an Induſtry elevated above the 
Underſtanding of the Vulgar. Every thing can- 
not ſucceed, nor all Men be contented. There 
ought to be in this cafe a ſtrong Head, that 
may ſerve as a Butt ro receive all the Arrows, and 
to bear the Reproaches of all Faults and Miſcar. 

riages, at the Expence of its own Ambition. 


MAXIM. CL. 


Jo be able to put a Value upon what One doe. 


LT is not enough that Things are good in 
themſelves, becauſe all Men fee not to the bot- 
tom, nor are able to Diſcern into them, Moſt 
part follow the Multitude, and ſtop not but 
where the greateſt Concourſe is. It is a great 
Point to be able to ſet an Eſteem upon one's 
Commodtiy, either by Praiſing it; (for Praiſe is 
the wher of Inclination) or by giving it a pretty 
Name, which is a good way to Exalt it: But ſtill 
all this muſt be done without. Affectation. Not 
to Write but for able Mcn, is an vniverſal Bait, 
becauſe every one thinks hiniſelf to be ſo; Y 
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for thoſe who do not, the Conſideration of a 
want of Ability will ſerve as a Spur to Deſire. 
One's Projects muſt never be called common, 
nor caſie, tor that's the true way to make them 
be thought Trivial. All Mcn are pleaſed with 
Singularities, as being moſt deſirable both by the 
Humour and Mind. Ne 


MAXIM CLI. 


To Think to Day what may happen to Morrow, or 
a long Time after. | 


THE greateſt Fore-ſight, is to allow Time for 
it. (r.) There is nothing Fortuitous to thoſe 
who Foreſee; nor. any thing Dangerous for 
ſuch as expect it. We mult nor pur off the 
Thoughts of Danger till we be Sinking; we 
muſt be Before-hand, and by mature Conſidera- 
tion, endeavour to prevent rhe worſt that may 
happen, The Pillow is a Dumb Sibil. To 
Sleep upon a Thing that is to be done, is ber- 
ter than to be Awaked by one already done. 
Some Do firſt, and Think afterwards : Which is 


rather to ſeek for Excuſes, than Expedients. O- 


thers there are who neither Think before, nor 
yet after. A Man's whole Life ſhould be em- 
ployed in Thinking, that he may not miſtake 
his Way. Reflection, and Fore-fight, give us 
the Advantage of Anticipating Life. 


(J.) One of the Seven to call the Night Euphrone, 
Wiſe Men ſaid, that that Man (Prudence) becauſe ( ſays 
was not Perfect, who could Servius) Man has always a 
not foreſee what was to,quicker Conception and Pe- 


come. Inetration a Nights than a 
(.) the Greeks were wont Days. ME vr, 


M A X- 
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Newer to keep Company with Thoſe that may eclipſe 
one's Luſtre. © 28 


(I.) WHO excels in Perfection, will excel al. 
fo in Eſteem. ( 2.) The moſt Accompliſh'd will 
ever have the firſt Rank. If his Companion have 
any part in the Praiſe, it will ſtill be but his Lea- 
vings The Moon ſhines, as long as ſhe is a- 
lone amongſt the Stars; but ſo ſoon as the Sun 
appears, ſhe either loſes her. Light, or totally 
Vaniſhes. Never approach him that may e- 
clipſe thee, but rather him that may ſet off thy 
Luſtre. ( 3. ) Twas after this manner Martial 

5 c cun- 


( 1,) Wherefore Sovereign — Tacitus ſays that the 


Princes ſays Commines)ought] Arſacides (Hoſtages) choſe 
never to meet together, for rather to put themſelves in- 
it will always happen, that to the Hands of Corbulo, than 


the Train and Equipage of 
the One, may be more mag- 
nificent than thoſe of the 
Other, whence proceed Dif- 


of his Colleague Ntmidiu, 
becauſe Corbulo had a greater 
Reputation, and a better 
Mien. Whereupon Numi- 


ferences. And in anot her Place. dius, Governor of Syria, in 
Cf two Princes (continues his returnhomewards, would 
he) it often falls out, that not ſuffer his ſaid fellow- 


One has a more Obliging 
and Agreeable Air than the 
Other, which he tacitly glo- 
ries in, and receives Flattery 
for, which ſtill does bur re- 
fle& upon his Companicn 
and Equal. Book 2. Chap. 8: 
Tucitus ſays, that Tiberius did 
all he could to avoid being 
compar'd with Auguſtus , 
whoſe Memory he plainly 

erceiv'd was dear to the 


'Commander to enter hisPro- 


Mien, fine Shape, and Sub 
lime and Majeſtical manner 
of 7 — ſhould divert 
his Peoples Affection and 
Reſpect from him. Ne fr ad 
accipiendas Copins Syriam in- 
traviſſet Corbulo, Omnium Ora 
in ſe verteret, Corpore ingens, 
verbis magnifitts, et Specie na- 
nium validiis. Ann. 13. 


eople. Metu Comparations 
Ann. . 


(30 Omnes aut Vetulas ha- 
op ( bes Amicas, 


Aus 


vince, fer fear, leaſt his good | 
2ub- 
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ut turpes, Vetuliſque fædiores: This Epigram is of great 

Has duces Comites, trabisgztecum | Uſe 1 thoſe Ladies, 

per Convivia, Porticus, Theatra, who are Proud of their 

$ic formoſa, Fabula, ſic Puella es. Beauty, | 
Martial. 1ib>8. Ep. 79. 


cunning Fabula, found means to appear 
Beautiful, thro' the Age, or Deformity, ot her 
Companions. One muſt never run the riſque of 
being leſlen d by By ſtanders of greater Merit; 
nor do Honour to others, at the Expence of 
one's own Reputation. It is good to frequent 
the Company of eminent Perſons, . to Accom- 
oliſh one's felf ; but when one is once Com- 
pleat, one ought to ſtrike in With thoſe of in- 
kriour Capacities. To model thy ſelf, chuſe 
the moſt Perfect Perſons ; and when thou art 
once Faſhion'd, frequent the inferior Sorr. | 


FN 
MAXIM CLIIL 


To ſm being Oblig'd, to fill ihe Place of a Great 
M an. pu . Is. 


IF one engage in that, one ought to be ſure 
to exceed him: For to equal a Predeceſſor, one 
muſt have double his Worth. ( 1.) As it 
requires Prudence and Skill in him that Suc- 
ceeds, to make himſelf valued, fo does it likewiſe 
Art to bring about, that he may not be eclips'd 
by him that went before him. ( 2.) It is 
| very 

(1.) The Memory of Au- pos'd to himſelf, in ſo doing, 
$i#us has been exceedingly | the greater Glory, in being 
reproach'd, for bis having | ſo much the more regretted 
choſen Tiberius for his Suc- | after his Death, as theRomans 
ceſſor, fince he could not but | ſhould find a difference be- 
mow his Pride and Cruelty | tween bis Reign, and that of 
but moſt think Auguſtis pro- Nenne Ne Tiberium quidem 
8 | Caritate 
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Caritate, aut Reipub. Cura Suc- 
cůeeſſorem adſcitum, ſed quoni- 
am Arrogantiam, Sævitiamque 
eju⸗ introſpexerit, Comparatione 
aeterming ſibi Gloriam quæſi- 
e. Tacit. Ann. 1. 


(2.)*Tis oftentimes a miſ- 


fortune to ſucceed a Man 
that has acquir'd a great Re- 
putation, becauſe, according 
to Tacitus, his Glory will be 
thereby diminiſh'd. Where- 
fore hecommends Julius Fron- 
tinus exceedingly, as a Per- 
ſon worthy of the greateſt 
Admiration, in that havin 

ſucceeded Cerialis, who ha 

perform'd Wonders in Bri- 
tain, he nevertheleſs had 


Cum Cerialis quidem alteriy 
Succeſſoris Famam wvbruilly 
Suſtinuit quoque Melem Julius 
Front inus,Vir marnus, quantum 
licebat. In Vita Agrico's, 
Oneraſti futuros Principes (ſays 
Pliny Junior to Trajan] ſed & 
Poſteros noftros. Nam et hj | 
Principibus ſe WIS exigent, ut 
eadem audire meren u; & 
ili quod non audian!, ind gua. 
buntur. That is to fay,.you 
Leave to Princes to comg, 
and even to our Poſterity, 
an everlaſting cauſe of being 


| diſſatisfied; for theſe will 


expect that their Princes 
ſhould do ſomething worthy 


of the ſame Acclamationg, 


not appear'd a whit Inferior [and they will be mortifyd 
to that Predeceſſor of hisjto find they deſerve none. 


very difficult ro fill up a Vacancy, ſince com- 
monly he that preceded appears the belt ; and 
by conſequence Equality is not enough, by rea- 
ſon the former is in poſſeſſion of it. (3) It i 
therefore neceſſiry to ſurpaſs him, to Dilpotlels 
him of the Advantage he has of being molt 
Eſtecm'd. 


(3. It is upon the ſame ſto any other, but will ever 
Occaſion, the ſaid P/iny fur- appear foreign to a good 
ther addreſs'd himſelf rhus!Prince, and falſe in a bad. 
to Trajan. The Title of the Others ſhall in vain aſſume 
Moſt Excellent Prince (ſaysſit to themſelves, ſince every 

he) is as much your due, asſone will immediately find it 
that of your own Family to belong only to you. For 

and to call you 7raja» :lljas the Name of Au u 5 0C- 

not Pointyou ont more elcar- ſcaſions us immediately to 

ly, than to cal! you the Mot think of him that was firſt 
Excellent. And ſome Lines af-|Honour'd with it, ſo that of 

ter. You have acquir'd a|Mof# Excellent will as ſoon 
Name that can never belongſcauſe us to remember 11 


* 


The Man of S enſe. 157 
And as often as en in Bono Principe alienum, i 
{hall have occaſion to term malo falſum : 2yod Neet Omnes 
any the Moſt Excellent, it will|poſtes uſurpent, ſeniper tamen 
preſently come into their|agnoſcetur quod tuum eſt. Et 
Minds;t at you are the firſt, enim, ut Nomine Augu ſti admo- 
and the only Perſon that can|nemur ejus, cui primum dicatum 
deſerve that Character. Op- eſt; ita hec Optimi Appella- 
im i Nomen tibi tam propr/um| tio nunquam Memoriæ Hominum 
quam paternun, nec magis de-, ſine te recurret 4 Quotieſque Pe- 
ite diſtincteque deſignat, qui, fteri noſtri Optimum Aliquem 
3 quam qui Opti- ¶vocare cogentur, toties recorda- 
mum appellat. Aſſequu- buntur, quis meruerit vocari. 
tus es Nomen, quod ad Allium In Panegy ric). 


tranſire non poſſit, niſe ut appareat | 


MAXIM CLIV. 
Not to be Eaſie, either to Believe, or to Love. 


'TIS an Argument of Maturity of Judgment, 
to be hard of Belicf. Nothing is more common 
than to Lye ; to Believe then, ought to be extra- 
ordinary. He who is apt to Move, finds him- 
ſelf often put out of Countenance. But eſpecial 
Care muſt be had not to ſeem to doubt the Cre- 
dit of another; for that paſſes from Incivility to 
an Offence, ſeeing it is to reckon him either a 
Deceiver, or fit to be Deceived; Nor is all the 
Hutt there neither; tor, beſides that, not to Be- 
licve is the Sign of a Lyar, he being ſubject to 
two Misfortunes, neither to Belicve, nor to be 
Belicved. ( 1.) A ſuſpenſion of Judgment in 


him that bears is Commendable; but he that 


Speaks may quote his Author, It is alſo a kind 


(i) Never make your makes himſelf paſs fora Per- 
ſelf Author of what you do ſon of little, or no Capaci- 
not certainly know, (ſays ty. And it comes very near 
Joh Nu to his Son) forwho aLie, to tell Truth by chance 
ever affirms an Uncertainty I his Letter in Ferſe. p 
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of Imprudence to be caſie to Love: For if one 
Lye in Speech, one may alſo Lye in Affection; 
and that Cheat is more pernicious than the 
other. 


MAXIM Cv. 
Not to be Eaſie, either to Believe, or 10 Love. 


| LET a prudent Reflection prevent, if poſſible, 


. be uſual Tranſports ot the Vulgar : That will 
- » ®benodificul: thing to a prudent Man. ( r. ) The 


firſt ſtep ro Moderation, is to perceive that we 
are falling into a Paſſion. . By theſe means, we 
enter the Liſts with full power over our ſelves, 
and may examine how far it is neceſſary to give 
way to our Reſentment. With this Quality we 
may be Angry, and put a ſtop to it as we pleaſe. 
Strive to know where, and when, it is fit to ſtop; 
tor it is the hardeſt thing in the World to do 
when one is in one's full Career. It is a great 
Sign of Judgment, to ſtand Firm, and undiſtur- 
bed, amidſt the Sallies of Paſſion. Every Exceſs 
of it degenerates from Reaſon ; for that will ne- 
ver be diſordered, nor Tranſgreſs the Bounds of 
its Duty. To be able to curb one's Paſſion, one 
muſt always hold the Reins faſt. He that Go- 
verns himſelf after this manner, will be reputed 
the Wiſeſt Man; as he will be otherwile, if he does 


the contrary. | 
(1.) One ſaying to Dioge- will make you Angry. No (ſaid 


nes, after a Fellow had Spit he but I am thinking whether 
in his Facc, This Afront ſure! I ought not to be ſo. 


MAx. 
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MAXIM CLVI. 
Friend by Choice. 


FRIENDS ought to abide the Teſt of DIC. 
cretion, and the Trial of Fortune. It is not 
enough that they have had the Suffrage of the 
Will, they muſt alſo have that of the Underſtan- 
ding. Tho' this be the moſt important Point of 
Life, yet there is ſtill leaſt care taken about Ir. 
Some make People Friends by the Intervention 
of others, but moſt do it by Chance. We Judge 
of Men by the Friends they have. A Knowing 
Man will never Chuſe one that is Ignorant. But 
however altho a Man may pleaſe, yet we muſt 
not therefore repute him an Intimate. For that 
Accident may proceed rather from the Pleaſant- 
neſs of his Humour and Manner, than any Af- - 
ſurance one has of his Capaciry. There are Le- 
gitimate Friendſhips, and Baſtard one's. Theſe 
are for Pleaſure only ; bur the others for greater 
Security in Acting. (1.) There are few Friends 
belong to the Perſon, but many to the Fortune. 
2.) The Good-wit of a Friend, is better than 

Ex and al 


(fays our Author) Friends pur Authors Moral Geroen in 
in our Coach, at Plays, the ſame Book) we have but 
Feaſts, Balls, and to walk jone Heart. He that had 
with you, during your Prof- | many true Friends is ſungly 
perity you'l find in abun- in Poſſeſſion of ſo much Un- 
dance' At your Table they'l ior nh they have all 
be your Napkins, but when | together. He Diſcerns and 
pou require any Service of | Reaſons with their United 
them, their Hands will be Knowledge. He Sees with 
Stff.Critique 3d, of his Criti- ſo many Eyes; he Hears 
un, Part 24, with ſo many Ears; he 

| : Works 


61.) Trencher- Friends, 0 (2. we are three; (ſays 
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Works by ſo many Hands; no Friends, has neither Feet 
and he Runs with ſo many|nor Hands. He Lives but 
Feet. But however as ma- half of him ; he Walks like 
ny asthey are, they have but a blind Man, and always a. 
one Will, for F lone ; inſomuch, that if he 
but one Soul in ſo many if- ſhould chance to fall, the has 
ferent Bodies. He that has 8 


no body to lift him up. 
all the Good- will of others. Take thy Friend; 
then by Choice, and not by Lot. A prudent 
Friend eaſes many Troubles: Where one that 
is not ſo, multiplics and encreaſes them. (3.) If 
thou would not loſe thy Friends, never wiſh 
them a great Fortune. 


(3.) Honores enim mutant | Ximenec, for that having a 
Mores. For Honours change great many Friends, hewhol. 
Manners, on which Account ly negle&ed them and gave 
a Spaniſh Gentleman once ſe- himſelf up entirely to Af. 
verely reproach'd C ardinal fairs of State. 


MAXIM CLVII. 
Not to be Miſtaken in People. 


THIS is the worſt, and yet moſt ordinary 
Miſtake. (t. ) It is better to be deceived in the 
Price, than in the Commodity. And there is no- 
thing that one ought more narrowly to inſpedt. 
There is a great deal of difference betwixt know- 
ing of Things, and knowing ot Perſons: And 
it is a nice Philoſophy, to Diſeern into the Minds 
and Humours of Men. In a word, it is as ne- 
ceſſary to Study them, as Books. 


(1.) M Emptio (ſays Pli- Purchaſe is always diſagree- 
ny Junior) ſemper ingrata elt, able, becauſe it ſeems to 
eo maxime, quod exprobrare reproach the Buyer with 
Stultitiam Domino widetur, Ep.] Folly. f 
24. lib. 1. That is, a bad 


MA X. 
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- MAXIM CLVII. 
' To know how to uſe Friends. 


, THAT's a Thing that requires great Skill. 
Some are good to be made ule of at a Diſtance ; 
and others near at hand. One that has not been 
fr for Converſation, may yet be good for Cor- 
reſpondence. Diſtance frees us from certain 
Humours; which their Prefence render'd inſup- 
portable. In Friends we are not only to look 
for Pleaſure, but for Profit alſo. A Friend oughr to 
have the three Qualitics of an Eſſence, or as the 
School Men call it, an Es: Which are Unity, 
Goodnefs and Truth: In Regard that a Friend 
ſtands inſtead of all Things. There are but very 
few that be allow'd for, Good: And by not 
knowing how to Chuſe even thoſe, the number 
becomes leſs. To know how to preſerve them, 
is yet more than to have been able to make them. 
Look out for ſuch as may continue long: Ard 
tho in the beginning they may be New, it is 6- 
nough to content you, that they may become Old. 
To take Things aright, thoſe are ever the Beſt, 
which are not acquired Till we have Eat a Bathel 
of Salt with them. (t.) There is no ſuch horrid 
Deſart, as to Live without Friends. ( 2. ) Friend» 
fiip multiplies Bleſſings, and divides Croſſes. 
Ic 

(1.) Vids fin Amigo ( ſays whom the greateſt Misfor- 
the Spaniſh ProverB ) Muerte tunes are eaſily tolerable. In 
ſm Teſtigo, That is, To live other ſorts of Proſperities, 
without Friends, is to die with- the Advantages are all found 
out Witneſſes. ſeperate, bur 'tis I poſleſs 
(2.)T am ſhe ( ſays Friend-|them all together, viz. Ho- 
ip in Gracian) without|nour, Pleaſure and Profit. I 
whom there is no Happi- | do not reſide but amongſt 


neſs in this World, and with _—_ Men, (for according 
to 
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to Seneca] I am neither True ſ in the Heart, which is the 
nor Conſtant to the Bad. II Centre of all good Will. 
have my Name from Love] Critique 2. of the 2d. Par: of 
and by Conſequence am not] his Criticon. | 
to be found in the Belly, but | 


Ii is the only Remedy againſt bad Fortune. It 
is the Vent by which the Soul diſcharges it 


ſelf. 
MAXIM CLI. 
To know how to bear ib Fools. 


WISE Men have alwavs been Bad-ſufferers, 
Impatience encreaſes with knowledge. A vaſt 
Reach is not eaſy to be fatisfy'd. ( 1. ) In the 
Judgment of Epicletus, the beſt Maxim of Life, 
is, to Suffer. He hath placed one half of Wi 
dom in that. If all Impertinences are to be 
born with, without doubt there is need of much 
patience. Sometimes we ſuffer moſt from thoſe 

on whom we depend moſt ; and that ſerves to 
exerciſe our Patience. From Suffering, ſp1ings 
that ineſtimable Peace, which makes the Happi- 
neſs of this World, Let him that finds not him- 
felf in a Humour to Suffer, withdraw, if he be 
able, ro bear with himſelf. 8 


(x.) Our Author com re. two Words, to Suffer, and to 
hends all Morality, int eſe. Abſtain. 


MAXIM. CLX. 
To Speak ſparingly to our Competitors for Caution- 
ſake, and to others out of Civility. 


ONE hath always time to let ſlip one's Words, 
but not to retain them. We ought to ſpeak as 


Men do in their laſt Wills, ſince the fewer the 
Words 
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Words, the leſs will be the Law-Snits. We are 
to accuſtom our ſelves to this, in Matters of no 
Importance, that we may not fail when there 
is ſomewhar of more Conſequence. Silence 
holds much of Divinity. Whoſoever is forward 
to Speak, is always upon the point of being 
Caſt; and Convicted. — 


MAXIM CLXI. 
| To know the Failings wherein we take Pleaſure, 


| THE moſt Accompliſhed Perſon hath always 
ſome of theſe, whereof he is eitherthe Husband, 
or the Gallant. They are to be found in the 
Man of Wit, and the more Conſpicuous his A- 
bilities are, the more Remarkable are his Miſ- 
carriages, who knowing when he had chem, 
did not corre& - them, becauſe his Affection 
blinded his Underſtanding. To de Paſſionate, 
and that for Vice, are two Evils: Theſe Fauks 
are the Blemiſhes of perfection. They as 
much offend thoſe who ſce chem, as they 
pleaſe thoſe who have them. Here is the fair 
Occaſion for a Man to overcome himſelf, and to 
put the Cap-ſtone upon his other perfections. 
Every one Levels at that Work, and inſtead of 
praiting all that is to he Admired, ſtop ſhort to 
Cenſure a Fault, which, as they ſay, diſcredits 
all rhe reſt. 


MAXIM CLXII. 
To be able to triumph over Fealouſe and Envy. 
THOU GH ic te Prudence to light Envy, 


yet that Contempt is a ſmall matter now a- days: 
M 2 / Gal: 
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Gallantry works a far better Efe&. He cannot 
be ſufficiently praiſed, who fpeaks well of him, 
that ſpeaks ill of others. (1.) There is not any 
Revenge more Heroick, than that which ror. 
ments Envy, by doing Good. (2,) Every good 
Succeſs is a Wound to the Envious Man, and 
the Glory of his Cor:ival, is a Hell ro him. To 
make one's Happineſs to be a Poiſon to one's 
Enviers, is held to be one of the moſt rigorous 
Puniſhments one can pollibiy inflict on them. 
Enviers Die as often as they hear the Praiſes of 
the Envied Revive. Both contend for Immortali- 
ty, the one to Live always in Glory, and the other 
to Live aways in Miſcry. The Trumpet of Fame, 
which ſounds the one to Immortality, pronoun- 
ces Death to the other, Condemning him to 

the Puniſhment of èłxpecting in vain, that the 
Cauſe of his Pains ſhould ceaſc. 


(1.) This was a ſaying | wont to ſay, That Envious 
of Diogenes, who ſaid, That People were doubly Miſe- 
the way to make Envy burſt rable, in being afflicted at 
herſelf, was, to behave ones our Proſperity, and their 
ſelf ſo that ſhe might find own Adverſity. Another 
nothing wherewithal to re- ſaid, that Envy never ſaw 
proach us, 'a good Day. Inviaia fefus 

(2.) A King of Sparta was Dies nunquam agit. 


MAXIM CLXIII. 


One muſt never 72 the Favour of him that is Hap- 
py, to take Compaſſion on 4 Wretch. | 


| MOST commonly that which makes the 
Happineſs of ſome, cauſes the Miſery of others; 
And they could not be Happy, if many 
were not Miſerable. It is the Property of ſuch 
Wretches to gain People's Good-will: For 1 
| | LAKE 


Turns of Fortune. 
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take a Pleaſure to do them good, who are per- 
ſecuted by Fortune. (1.) Nay, it hath ſome- 
times happened that a Man that was hated by 
all the World in his Proſperity, hath been yet 
pitied by all in his Adverſity; his Fall having 
changed into Compaſſion, the Deſire of Revenge. 
Let a Man of Diſcretion then beware of the 
There are ſome who never 
Aſſociate, but with the Unfortunate. He, whom 
they ſhunned Yeſterday on account of his Prof- 
perity, has them for Companions to day, be- 
cauſe of his Adverſity. (2.) This Conduct is 
ſometimes the Token of Good-nature, but ne- 
ver of a Politician. 6 


(J.) It was thus that Tuci-¶ mis ejus Neceſſitatibus ad Miſe- 
tw ſays, the Empreſs Livia f rationem evicta erat, Ann.11. 
Perſecuted Auguſtus's Chil-] (2,) Pliny Junior ſays, that 
dren, while they were in|it is good to make one's 


- Proſperity, and made it her 
Glory to affiſt them in their 


* with Meſſalina, 


| per then ſhe began to take 


Exile. Julia viginti Annis 
Exilium toleravit, Auguſta | 
Ope ſuſtentata, - que florentes 


ſelf belov'd by the Meaner 
ſort, yet ſo, that we be 
not hated by the Greater 
whereas ſome Perſons had 
rather paſs forStubborn and 


Privionos rum per occult um ſul- Dangerous, than Honeſt 
vert iſſet. Miſtricordiom erzajand Well meaning Peo- 
Affiittos palum aſtentabat, ple, and oppoſe Great 


Ann. 4. And Lepida, who 
had never liv'd in good In- 


her Daughter, till ſhe ſaw 


Men, meerly out of fear 
of being reproach'd for hav- 
ing been too complaiſant 
to them. Laa Minoribu a- 


Fortune began to frown Mari, ut ſimul a Principibus di- 


upon her by her Husband 
the Emperor's leaving her, 


ompaſſion on her, All- 
dente Matre Lepida, Quæ flo- 
renzi Hliæ haud concors Jupre- 


M 3 


ligari, Plerique enim dum ve- 
rentur, ne gratiæ Potentium uni- 
mium impertiri videantur, ſi- 
niſteritatis, atque etiam Malig- 
nitatis, famam conſequuntur, 


Ep. 5. lib. 2. 


M A X- 
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MAXIM CLXIV. 
To let fly fome Shot in the Air. 


IS the way to know how that which is in- 
rended to be done, will be received, eſpecially 
where it is a Matter, whereof the Iſſue and Ap. 
probation are Doubtful. By theſe means we 
are ſure to hit our Mark, and always: at Liber- 
ty eĩ her to Retreat, or Advance. (1.) Thus we 


= 


ump out Men's Minds, 


and know where it is 


ſt to ſet our Foot. This Prevention is 
moſt neceſſary, for Asking pertinently, pla- 
cing Friendſhip aright, and for Governing 


well. 


(1.) Nberius at his Eleva- 
tion — 2 — = — _ 
n ſuſpence by 

his Diffinulstionf Preten- 
ding not to Aſſume ſo 
great a Charge, or at leaſt 
to do it in Conjunction 
with Others. Non ad unum 
Omnia deferrent, plures facili- 
at munis Reipub. ſociatu La- 
boribus exſecuturos. Tacit. 
Ann. 1. And all this 
was only the better to 
found the Intentions and 
Thoughts of the Great 
Men. Ad introſpiciendas 
Procerum Voluntates. Ibidem. 
Queen Elizabeth of Eng- 


land did not fet on foot 


the Negociation to get 


without a ſecret Deſign 
of having him herſelf, af- 
ter it had appear'd that ſhe 
had a Queen for her Ri- 
val. Politicians (ſays Gra- 
dan) ever proceed contra- 
ry to other People, to the 
end they may thereby de- 
ceive their Spies, and con- 
found their IntelleQuals. 
They would not have any 
body to tread in their 
Steps, and therefore ſome- 
times go on one ſide, and 


ſometimes on the o- 
ther; * ive out a 
thing, and then Practi ſe 


quite contrary: Their 
No, is a Nie, &c. Criti- 
que, 6. F the fert part of the 


the Earl of Leiceſter Mar- 
ry'd to che Queen of Scori, 


— 


Cr:iticon. 
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MAXIM CLXV, 
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* 


To wage War fairly. 


(I.) A brave Man may, indeed, be induced 
to make War, but not to make it otherwiſe 
than he ought. All men ought to Act accor- 
ding to what they themſelves are, and nor co 
what others are. Gallantry is ever beſt, where 
it is uſed towards an Enemy. We are not oply 
to overcome by Force, bur alſo by our manner 
of Acting. To Conquer balcly is not to over- 
come but rather to be ſo. Generoſity hath al- 
ways had the Advantage. A worchy Man never 
makes uſe of forbidden Weapons. (2.) To 
employ the Wrack of an old Friendſhip, in fra- 
ming a new Hatred, is to uſe ſuch Arms ; For 
it is not Lawtul to take the Advantage of a Truſt, 
ard Confidence, in Revenge. Whatever looks 
like Treachery, leſſens our good Name. The 
leaſt particle of Baſcneſs, is Inconſiſtent with 


the Generoſity of a great Soul. ( 3.) A brave 
CAE 4 


(1. )Tiberius told the Prince | 
of the Catti, when he offer'd 
him to Poyſon Arminius, the 
moſt formidable Enemy the 
Romans then had, that the 
People of Rome would re- 
venge themſelves by open 
force,and age by Treachery 
and Baſefleſs. Non Fraude, 


veque occultis, ſed palam er ar- 


matum Pop. Rom. Hoſtes ſuas | 
ulciſci. Tacit. Ann. 2. 

2.) One muſt do, in this 
Caſe, as that Spaniard did, 
ho having been deſired 1 


an abſent Friend to keep 
faithfully the Secret he had 
confided in him, ſent him 
word, that he neyer knew 
his Secret, and that if he had 
entruſted him with any, he 
was ſure he had return d ict 
him again, by never think- 
ing on it 5 = Rufo 
in his 551 ot hegm. 

(3. robs. I. King of 
France, was wont to fay, 
if Truth were loft, irought 
eſpecially to be found in che 
Heart of a King. And 2. 
4 grin 
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gain, Alphonſo, King of Ar- Safe-Condu& he had ſent 
razon, That a King's bare Luther, to appear at the 
Word ſhould be as Sacred Diet at Worms, That if good 
and Inviolable, as another Faith were to be baniſh'q 
Man's Oath. Agudeza Diſ- the World, the Palaces of 
courſe 30. Alſo Charles V. Princes oughtto ſerve as an 
Anſwer'd thoſe that would 4flum to it. 
have had him violated the} | 


Man ought to make it his Glory to be ſuch, 
to the end that if Gallantry, Generoſity and Fide- 
lity, were Joſt in the World they might yet be 
found repoſited in his Breaft. N 5 


MAXIM CLXVI. 


To Diſtinguiſh betwixt the Man of Words, and the 
ET Dread © 3 


(1.) THIS Diſtinction is as abſolutely ne. 
ceſſary, as that of the Friend to the Perſon, and 
the Friend of the Employment; for theſe two 
differ not a little from each other. He is mugh 
out of the way, who doing no bad Deeds, gives 
no good Words: And he yet more, who giv- 
ing no bad Words, does no good-Deeds. Now 


(1. ) Our Subjects do not Friendſhip. Youarea very 
Addreſs themſelves to Us, Flatrerer ( ſays he) and Prin- 
( faid Galla) but to our For- ces do not know you; for all 
tunes. Ceteri libentius cum] your Friends are thoſe ofthe 
Fortuns noftra quam Nobiſ-| King, and not one of Alex- 
cum, Tacitus Hiſt. 1. It} ander, as he ſaid himſelf. Cri- 
is the ſame with Friends; rique 24. of the 2d. part of the 
ſome Love your Perſons, ; Criticon. 

and cthers your Proſperity. Non bene conveniunt, net in uni 
- Hepheftion bore a ſincere Af- Sede murantur | 

fection to Slexander and Cra- Majeſtas & Amor. Said the 
ters, and no leſs ſincere to Poet. f 
his Quality. Gr4:ian makes that is, Love and Majeſty are 
the Courtier ſpeak thus to. inconſiſtentwich cho 
. 48 : ARE 4 A ay 
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days Men feed not upon Words, fince they 
are but Wind ; neither do ey Live on Civili- 
J 


ties, thoſe being-only a form 


a Birding with, a Light, 


rmal Juggle. To go 
is the true way to da- 


zle the Birds Eyes. The Vain, and Fooljſh are 
contented with Wind. (z.) Words ought to 
be the Pledges of Actions, and by conſequence 
have their worth. Trees that bear no Fruit, 
and have only Leaves, have commonly no Heart. 
It is neceſſary to know both them and the others; 
to the end, that one may make Profit of rhe one, 
and ſtand under the ſhade of the other. 


( 2.) A Man of Quality 

ſays the Countels of Aran- 
da, in her Idea of the Nobleſse ) 
ought never to engage his 
Word, if he be nor ſure of 
being able todo what is de- 
fir'd of him: And when he 
comes to be in a condition, 
he ought then even ro do it 
before he be Ask d He dughe 
to be as reſerv'd in offering 


Services, as Circumſpett in 


PRY 


truſting to othersOffers, Af. 
feed or exceſſive Oompli- 
ments either come from Per- 
ſons that make it their buſi- 
neſs toDeceive, orthoſe that 
are eafy to be impos'd upon: 


And moſt commonly ſuch as 


ſuffer themſelves to be baf- 
fled by Compliments, return 
the ſame Coin. Chap. 7. of the 


| 24. Part. 


MAXIM CLXVII. 


To be able to help one's Self: 


IN troubleſome Encounters, there is no bettet 
Company than a great Heart: And -if that 
happen to fail thee, it - ought to be aſſiſted 
by the Parts about it, (i.) Croſſes are not fo 
great, to them that can tell how to help them- 


( 1.) He cannot bea Wiſe ]ſelf; - Qu; 72 Sapiens pro- 


Man (ſays Cicero) that knows | defſe nequit, ne 
not how to help him- pit. 


S 


quidquam ſa- 
Bp. lib. 2.3. 


/ 
* 


* , 
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ſelves. Yield not to Fortune, leſt ſhe become 
inſupportable to thee. Some help themſelves ſo 
little in their Troubles, that they rather increaſe 
them, by reaſon they know not how to bear 


them with Courage. He that underſtands him. 
| ſelf well, finds Reflection a Relief to his Weak: 


neſs, A Man of Judgment comes off advanta. 
 geouſly in all things, were it even from as high 


as the Stars. 
MAXIM CIXVIn. 
Nat to be Monſtrous. 


ALL the Hair-brained, Vain, Opinionated, 
Capricious, Self-conecited, Extravagant, Faw- 

ners, Buffoons, News-mongers, Authors of Pa. 
radoxes, Fanaticks, and in a word, all ſorts of 
Irregular Perſons : All theſe, I fay, are ſo many 
Monſtersof Impertinence. All Deformity in the 
Soul is ever more Monſtrous than that of the 
Body, fince it. diſhonours more the Excellence 
of its Original. But who ſhall Correct ſo great, 
and general a Diſorder 2 Where Reaſon is wan- 
ting, Correction can do nothing, inſomuch that 
that which ought to be the Cauſe, of a ſeriqus 
Reflection upon what occaſions Publick Laugh- 
ter makes Men fall even into the Vanity of be- 
lieving that they are admired. | 


MAXIM CLXIX. 
| To tale more Care not to Miſs once, thay to Hit an 


bundred time.. 


AS long as the Sun ſhines No-body takes No- 
rice of him; but when he comes to be eclipſe 
mopeds due ne Det ae 
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il conſider him. The Vulgar will keep no Ac- 
count of your Hits, but your Miſſes. The Bad 
manifeſt themſelves more by their Grumblings, 
than the Good by Applauſes; and many have 
not been thoroughly known, until they fell. All 
good Succeſſes put together, are not enough to 
wipe away one bad One. Undeccive thy ſelf 
then, and take it for a certain Truth, that Envy 
will obſerve all thy Faults, but not one of thy 
200d Actions. FY RS Wet, A 


MAXIM CLXX. 


To be ſparing in all Things. 


Is the way to ſucceed in Maiters of the grea- 


| Importance. (r.) One muſt not at every turn 
:mploy all one's Capacity, nor ſhew all one's 
Strength. (2.) One muſt be ſparing even in 
Knowledge: For that will ferve to double the 
Value of it. There is a Neceſſity having al- 
ways ſomerhiog to truſt to, when the Queſtion 
is how to get our of the Mire. The kclief is 
more conſiderable than the Fight, becaulc it is 
erer accompanied with the Reputation of Va- 
lour. (3.) Prudence keeps always to the ſurer 
ide: And in this Sence that Ingenious Paradox 
srue: Which ſays, that the Half is more than 
tbe Whole: © | Hh +15 | 


(1.) Omnia ſeire, non omnial -( 2. ) Ex Sapientid Modum. 
* ( ſays Tacitus of Agri-| Ibid. F 
als) that is to ſay, He knew ( 3. ) This was a Saying of 


— Bu did not do All be | Pitrarw, one of the Sevens 


Les of S 
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"MAXIM CLXXI. 
Not to abuſe Favour. 


GREAT Friends are. for great Occaſions 
Much Favour is not to be employed on every 
flight Account, for that's but abuſing it. The 
Shcet-Anchor is always reſerved for the laſt Fx. 
tremity. If we ſquander away, the Much, for 
the Little, what will remain for the next Occy. 
ſion? (r.) There is nothing now-a days more 
valuable than Protectors, (2. nor more precious 
than Favoux. It does and undoes, even to the 
giving of Wir, and of taking it away again, 
( 3- ) Fortune hath always been as much a Step. 
mother to the Wile, as Nature and Fame have 
been favourable ro them. It's better to know 
how to preſerve our Friends, than our Eſtates, 


( 1.) Neque enim Cuiquam to ſome to help them up, 
(ſays Plim Junior Ep. 23. lib. 6) butſeldomto any good Man, 
tam clarum ſtatim Ingeniumeſt, | or Perſon of Merit. She al 
ut poſſir emergere niſt Iui Mate- | wayspitch'd upon the work 
ria, Occaſio, Fautor etiam Com- to beſtow her Favour: on. 
mendatorque contingat.'T hatis, | So ſoon as ever ſhe ſaw: 
No Man can do any great |Blockhead, ſhe preſently 
Matters without a Patron to { call'd him, and let a T how 
pw and bring him in |ſand wiſer Men wait, tor 

_— which tho' every body kee. 

( 2.) The firſt Stale of f flected on her, yer the card 
this Ladder of Fortune (ſaid | nor, being prepar'd to hear 
Graci an) is more difficult to | whatever could be ſaid to 
get up than a Mountain. her on that Subject. Next 
And a page after he ſays, that ] ſhe caſt a favourable Eye on 
all the difficulty in mou fan Impoſtor, but for Perſons 

Fa dog Ladder Tay in che | of Worth and Integrity, ſhe 


| 


Stale, by reaſon th+* = had not the leaſt regazd to 
our, the chief Mining ef] them, for fear they might 
Fortune, was poſted oe. ry into her Follies and 


This Miniſter lent her Hand | Whimſies. Cris que 6. of thi 
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dart of his Criticon, _ 
If In A ſame Book he 
makes Fortune ſpeak to N. 
n after the follow ing man- 
ner. Why are you always 
it variance (Quoth ſhe) with 
Good Men, and ever aſſoci- 
ited with Bad ? Is it true 
{ as T have been Inform'd 
thar you keep the wor 
Company in the World ? It 


_— 
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their Companies, 'tis ] 

their Faults, in that thay 
know not how to win me. 
They can neither Steal, 
Cheat, nor Lye; they will 
not ſuffer themſelves ro be 
corrupted; theydo not ſuck 
People's Blood from them; 
they cannot Flatter nor In- 
trigue. How then ſhould 1 
enrich them, if they donot 


good Men ( Anſwer'd Mo- 
ney ) ſee me fo ſeldom in | 


ſeek for me where 1 am w 
be found? &c. x 


MAXIM CLXXI. 


Never to Engage with bim, that hath Nothing © to 


Loſe. 


TO do otherwiſe were to Fight at Diſad- 
vantage; for ſuch an Adverfary always enters 


the Liſts unconcernedly. 


Since he hath loſt all 


Shame, he has neither any more ro Loſe, or to 
Husband, and therefore runs Hand over Head 
into all Extravagances. Reputation, which is an 
ineſtimable Jewel, ought never to be expoſed to 
ſo great Riſques. (1.) Having coſt a great 
many Years to acquire, it comes thus to be loſt 


in a moment, 
the Confideration that 


A Prudent Man is withheld by 


he hath much to loſe. 


(2.) When he thinks of his Reputation, he pre- 


(I.) Tacitus ſays, that à 
certain Perſon one Yeranius 
having all along behav'd 
himſelf like a Man of Ho- 
nour and Courage, yet when 
he came to Die effac'd his 
former Glory by a Bragging 
Expreflion, that he put at 


the end of big Will, Magna 


ſently 


dum vixit Severitats Fama 


ſupreme Teſtamenti Verbis, Am- 
j 


bitionis manifeſtus, Quippe ad- 
didit ſubjeForum Neroni Pro- 
vinciam fuiſſe, ſi biennio proxime 
vixiſſet. Ann. 14. 

(2.) It was for thisreaſon, 
that Thraſea would not go 
and plead his Cauſe . 


174 The Art of 
the Senate againſt his Ac- 
cuſers; for fear of expoſin 
himſelſ to the ill Uſage o 
divers baſe Judges, who 
would aſſuredly thereby 
ſeek to ingratiate them- 
ſelves with Nero, his profeſs'd 
Enemy, Affirming that he 
would rather think of dying 
couragiouſly, after theExam*- 

le of thoſe Heroes,whom he 
had all along endeavour'd 
to imitate. Ludibria et Con- 
tumelias imminere. Subtra- 
heret Aures Conviciis et Pro- 
bris * ** Intemperatus, Impol- 


Prudence : Or, 

diis Vitam duxerit, eorum Gly. 
ria peterit finem. And 

Lines after Tot per Annos con 
tinuum wite . Ordinem mn 
deſerendum. Ann. 16. Add to 
this what Pliny, Junior ſays, 
That it is more ſhameful to 
loſe one's Reputation, than 


never to have acquir'd any 


Cum fit alioqui mult) 
mius amittere quam non afſ.. 
i Laudem. Ep. ult. lib. 8, 
erefore ſuch as have 
gain'd much -Repuration, 
are wont to be very je 
lous, and good Husbands 


lutus, quorum weſtigits et Stu- of it. 


ſently conſiders the danger of forfeiting it. And 
by means of this Reflection, he proceeds with 
ſo great Caution, that he has time to retire, and 
to ſecure his Credit. One can never be able to 
recover by a Victory what one has already loſt, 
by expoſing one's ſelf ro a Hazard. 


| M A XIM CLXXIIL 


Net to be a Glaſs in Coporrſation, and much leſi in 
Friendſhip. 


SOME are eaſy to break, and thereby diſco- 
ver their Inſolidiry. They fill chemſelves with 
- Diicontent, and others with Diſtaſte. They 
ſeem to be even renderer than the Eyes, becauſe 
they are not to be rouched cither in Jeſt, or in 
Earneſt. Even Motes offend them. I hey who 
keep them Company, ought to put an extreme 
Conſtraint upon themſclves, and Study to ob- 
ſcrve all their Niecties. There is no ſtirring 

| betore 
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before them, for the leaſt Geſture diſturbs them. 
r B Moſt commonly they are a Self-aboundirg ſort 
of People, Slaves to their own Humours, and 
„ idolarers of their filly Points of Honour, fur 
- W which they would turn the World topſie. turvcy. 
ne that truly Loves, is of the Nature of a Dia- 
! Wl nond, both as to its duration, and its being hard 
o break. | 


. MAXIM CLXXIV. 
+ 


: © Not 10 Live too faſt. 


To know how to employ one's Time, is the 
true Uſe of Life. Many there are who have fe- 
veral Years to Live, yet want the Happineſs of 
enjoying them. They laviſh away Plafure, 
(for they enjoy it not,) and when they have 
gone on a great way, would willingly, if poſſi- 
ble, come back again. Theſe are the Poſtillions 
of Life, who to the ſwift Motion of Time, 
add the Rapidity of their own raſh Minds. They 
would willingly Devour in one Day, what they 
could hardly be able co Digeſt during all their 
Lives They Live in, Pleaſures, as Men that 
would Taſte them all before- hand. They Eat 
up future Years, and fince they do al! Things 
in haſte, they have ſoon done. Even the Deſire 
of Knowledge it ſelf, ought to be moderated, 
that we may nut know Things imperfectly. 
There are more Days, than Profperities. 
Make haſte to do your Buſineſs, and enjoy 
it at Leiſure, Ir is better ro have Affairs al- 
teady done, than to do, and the Content 
Which laſts, is to be preferred to that which is 
x an end. "LL 
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MAXIM CLXXV. 
Die Subſtantial Man. 
- HE that is ſo, is not fatisficd with thoſe why 
are not. ( 1. )Unhappy.is that Eminence, that hath 
nothing of Subſtantial in it. All who appeat 
to be Men, are not really ſo. There are ſomè 
Artificial Sorts of People, that conceive Chime- 
rat, and are brought to bed of Miſtakes. There 
are others that reſemble them, and ſet a great 
Value upon them, being better ſatisfied, it ſeems, 
with the Uncertainty that a falſe Shew promi. 
"ſes, becauſe the, Much, is there; than with the 
Certainty that Truth offers, becauſe that ap. 
pears bur little: Yer however at a long run, 


their wanton Humours come to an unlucky 
end, and this inaſmuch as they have no ſolid 


Foundation. Nothing but Truth can give 2 


true Reputation; and nothing but Subſtance 
turn to Account. One Cheat ſtands in need of 
a great many others to ſupport it, and by conſe- 
quence the wholeBuilding is but imaginary ; and 
fince it is founded in the Air, ir muſt of ne 
ceſſity ſoon come to the ground. ( 2.) Anil 
conceiv'd Deſign, never arrives at maturity, 
The, Much, which it promiſes, is along {ufficient 
to render it ſuſpected . Like as the Argument 
which aims at proving too much, proves jul 
nothing. 
..) It is a Letter which | Hiſt. 3. *** Initia Conatut 
has nothing but a ſuper- ſecunda, neque diuturna. Ani 
ſcription, ſays the Coun- 6. Thor is ro ſay, All Un. 
teſs of Aranda in her firſt dertakings begunwith more 
Chapter of her idea of the Heat than Reaſon, moſt 
Nobleſſe. commonly end without 
(1.) omnia inconſulti Impe- ſucceſs. * ** Beginnings 
tus captor, Initiis valida, Spa- may be proſperous, but 


tio langueſcunt ſays Tait, then they do not _ 4 
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MAXIM CLXXIV. 
7 know of one's Self, or to hearken to thoſe who do. 


THERE is no Living without Underſtan- 
ding; One muſt, either have iz by Nature, or 
at ſccond Hand. Yet there are ſome who are 
Ignorant, that they Know Nothing; and o- 
thers, who think they Know, tho” they are real- 
ly under the ſame Predicament. The Faults that 
proceed from want of Wit, are Incurable: For 
2 Ignorants know not themſelves, ſo take they 
no Care to look out after what they want. Some 
would be Wiſe, if they did not think them- 
ſelves ſo. ( 1. ) Hence it is that tho rhe Oracles 
of Wiſdom are ſo few, yet have they nothing 
todo, becauſe No body Conſults them. ( 2.) It 
is ncither a leſſening of one's Grandeur, nor a 
gn of Incapacity, to take Councel : On the con- 
ary, one puts one's Selt into a State of Know- 
edge, by taking Advice. Debate thou with 
thy Reaſon, that thou mayſt not be worſted by 
ill Fortune, | 


(i.) If you give Attenti-, they are nor a little miſta- 
on ( lays Solomon) you ſhall ken, who think that taking 
receive Inſtruction; and if Counſel is the way to make 
you take pleaſure in hearing | themſelves difeſteem'd, and 
you ſhall become Wiſe. $S:| reputed Wite only thro ano- 
inclina veris Aurem tuam ex- ther's means; it S—_ e- 
tipies Doctrinam, et fi dilexeris | neral and an eſtabliſn d 
aud ire, Sapiens eris. Chap. 6. Maxim, That he that 1s 
(2. ) Machiavel inthe 23d. not Wiſe of himſelf, can 
Chap. of hisPrince ſays, That never be well CouncelFd. 


N MAX. 
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MAXIM CLXXVI.L 


178 


To avoid too much Familiarity in Converſation, 


( 1. ) IT is neither beneficial to Practiſe, nur 
to Suffer it. He that makes himſclf too Fami- 
liar, immediately loſes that Superiority which 
he had gain'd by his more ſerious Air, and by 
conſequence his Credit to boot. The Stars re- 
tain their Splendour, becauſe they mingle not 
with us. By Scqueſtring, we get Reſpect, and 
by too much Communicating, Contempt, 
(z.) The more common Humane Things arc, 
the leſs they are valued ; (3.) for Communication 
diſcovers Imp: rf: &tions, which a little Reſerved- 
nels had conccaled. We mult not be too Fami- 
liar with any Body; neither wich Supcriours, 
becauſe of Danger; nor with Inferiors, by rea- 
fon of Indecency : And far 1-{s with the meaner 
fort of Pcople, whom Ignorance renders Inſo- 
tent, inaſmuch as being inſenſible of the Ho- 
nour that is done them, they always preſume it 
is their duc. Too much eatinefs of Temper, is 
the token of a mean Spirit. 

(1,) If every one ( ſays 


adeptis, quam concupiſcentibus, 


Machia vel to his Prince) has 
a liberty to tell you what 
he thinks fit, you will ſoon 
loſe the Reſpect that is due 
to you. Chap. 23. Tiberius 
who underſtood perfectly 
well all the Maxims of Go- 
vernment, hated Flatrery, 
but was affraid of any one's 
taking too much Freedom 
with him. Aadulationem o- 
erat, Libertatem metuebat, 
Tacitus Ann. 2. 

( 2.) Nihil eque gratum eff 


| 


fays Pliny Junior, Ep. 15. lib. 
2. that is to fay, What is 
deſir'd is always more ac- 
2 25 than what is poſ- 
ſels d. 

(r. Tacitus ſays, that Prin- 
ces are always moſt reſpect- 
ed at a diſtance. Majeſtate ſal- 
VA cui major è longinquo Reve- 
rentia. Ann. 1. Becauſe one 


is apt to judge better of him 


one does not ſee. Majora ere- 
dit de Abſentibus. Hiſt. 2. A.- 


cebantur AſpeFu, quo plus Ve- 
nerge 
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nerationis ineſſet. Hiſt. 4.|langueſcit, cum facilis Occaſio 
Moreover One does not care|e#, ſeu quod differimus tan- 


to ſee what one may ſee at] quam ſæpe viſuri quod datur 
one's eaſe, as often as one] viaere, quoties welis cernere. 


pleaſes. OmniumRerumCupidot Pliny Ep. 20. lib. 8. 


MAXIM CLXXVIIL. 


% 


To give Credit to the Heart. eſpecially where it is 
a Preſaging One. 


(r.) THAT is never to be Contradicted: For 
ſt is accuſtomed to Prognoſticate what malt con- 
cerns us. It is a Domcitick Oracle : And many 
have periſhed, becauſe they were too Diffident 
of themſclves, But to what end ſhould one di- 
ſtruſt one's ſelt, if one look not out after a Re- 
medy? Some have a Heart that tells them e- 
very thing: A certain ſign of a rich Fund! This 
Heart always prevents their Harms, and rings 
the Allarum Bell upon the leaſt Approach of III 
and this to make them have immediate Re- 
courſe to a Remedy. It is not the part of a 
wiſe Man to go and receive Evils, but to be 
before-hand with them, and co diſperſe them. 


(.) Our Author in the the Latin word Cura (Caro) 
gth. Critique of the 1ſt Part | inaſmuch as it ſeems o rake 
of his Criticonſays, That the | care of what is requiſite for 
HeartderivesirsNamefrom | the Preſervation of Man. 


MAXIM CLXXIX 


To be Reſerved in Speaking, is the Seal of the Ca- 
pacity. | | | 


A Heart without Secrecy, is an open Letter. 


Where there is depth, Secrets are ever 
N - BO Con- 
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conceaPd: For there muſt needs be a great deal 
of room and large ſpaces, where all that is thrown 
in, may be caſily kept. Reſcrvedneſs proceeds 
from the great Command one bas over one's 
ſelt, and that is, indeed, a real Triumph. We 
pay Tribute to as many Perſons as we diſcover 
our ſelves to. The Security of Prudence, con- 
ſiſts in internal Moderation. The Snares that are 
laid for Diſcretion, are to Contradict. to obtain 
an Explanation; and to glance biting Words, to 
ſer one in a Flame. Fhen it is, that a Wiſe Man 
ought to be moſt Reſerv'd. ( 1.) Things that 
one deſigns to do, are not to be told; ncither are 
thoſe that are fit to be told, good to be done. 
See Maxim 279. > 


( 1.) It was ſaid of Pope ſaid he would, ſo the Lat- 
Alexander VI. and his Son ter never ſaid what he de- 
Duke Yalentini, that as the ſign'd to do. 

Former never did what he | 


MAXIM CLXXX: 


Not to take the Deſign of an Enemy for the Rule of 
one's Meaſures. 


A Blockhead will never do what a Wiſ- Man 
thinks proper, becauſe he is not able to judge 
what is ſo. And a prudent Perſon will do the 
ſame, ſtill leſs ; becauſe he may then go contra- 
ry to an Advice that has been blow'd upon, and 
perhaps cen even prevented by his Adverſary. 
Malters ought to be examined on both tides, and 
prepared for Pro, and Con: So that one may be 
ready both tor the Yea, and the No. Judgments 
are Different. Indifference ought always te be 

| Ab- 


% * | 
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Attentive, not ſo much to guard againſt what 
ſhall happen, as what may. 
MAXIM CLXXXI. 


Not to Lie, and yet not to ſpeak all the Truth. 


(1.) NOTHING requires more Circum- 
{petion, than Truth: For to tell ir, is to draw 
out the Hearts Blood. ( 2.) There needs as much 
Skill to know when to tell it, as to know when 
to conceal it. E, «one ſingle Lie, a Man loſes all 
his good Name. Deceit goes for falſe Coin, 
and the Deceiver for the Coiner, which is (till 
worſe. All Truths cannot be told: Some, be- 
cauſe they concern ſome body elſe. 


(1. ) Perdad es werde. Truth , reſpeAfully, In the 11th 
ir Green, fays the Spaniſh | Chap. ofthe 3d Part of her 
Proverb, which implies, | 1dea of the Nobleſſe. | 
that it is Sharp, and there- ( 1.) Truth ( fays the 
fore ought to be ſweet-| ſame Female Author) is 
ned as much as may be, o- ſometimes Imprudent, and 
therwiſe, it brings a bad therefore a Diſcreet Man 
Daughter into the World, ought to hold his Peace, 
which is Hatred, The Coun- where he ſhould be accoun- 
teſs of Aranda ſays that we | ted raſh to ſpeak. Chap. 7. 
muſt ſpeakTruth to Princes ef the 2d. Part. 


MAXIM CLXXXII, 


A Grain of Aſſurance is worth a Pound of Skill. 


IT is good not to conceive ſuch a high Noti- 
on of People, as to become Baſhful in their pre- 
lence. Never let your Imagination dehaſe your 


Heart. Some appear to be Men of Parts, till 
N93 vis 


* 
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we have convers'd with them; but that ſoon 
undeceives our Credulity. No body goes be- 
yond the narrow Bourds of Man. Every one 
hath his If, ſome as to the Wit; and others, as 
to the Genius. Dignity gives an undovbted 
Authority; but it is rare to have Perſonal good 
Qaalities anſwer it: For Fortune is wont to 
clog the Greatneſs of the Employment, with 
Meanneſs of Merit in him that enjoys it. Ima- 
gination is always upon the Wing, and till re- 
preſents Things greater than, they really are: It 

Conceives not only what is, bubekewiſe what may 
be: Reaſon having been undeceiv'd hy ſo much 
Experience, ought to undeceive that. ( 1.) In 
a word it neither becomes Ignorance to be Bold, 
nor Ability to be Baſhful. And if Confidence 
be uſeful ro thoſe who have bur a ſmall Capacity, 
much more 0ught it to be to ſuch as have a great 

cundia. Ep. 7. lib. 4. 


deal. | 
(1.) Pliny Junior ſays, that 
| See the Note of the 42 
Recta Ingenia debilitat Vere- Maxim. 


Fear weakens the Mind. 
MAXIM CEXXXUL 
Net to be Head grorg. 


All Fools are Opiniatots, and all Opiniators 
are Fools. The inbre Erroneous their Opini- 
ons are, ſtill the more they hug them. Ir is 
civil to yield, even in thoſe Things whercin' 
we have the greateſt Reaſon and Ceriainty ; * 


- (7.) They Glory in. ne- 
ver retracting their Opi- 
nions, inaſmuch as their 


Minds being” blind, they 


already fix'd in their Heads. 

They Act as they think, 
and think as they Acc. 

See the Note of the 135th 


cannot diſcover any thing | 


better than what they have 


Maxim. 


for 
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for then All know, who had Reaſon on their 
ide: And beiides Gallantry is alſo diſcover'd 
in the Procedure. There is more Eſteem loft, 
by a wilful Reſiſtance than is got by carrying 
z thing by open force: For that is not ſo much 
a defending of Truth, as a Demonſtration of a 
perverſe Temper. There aie fome Heads ve- 
ry difficult to be convinc'd, and which always 
run upon ſome irretrievable Extremity: And 
when once Whimſey joins their Hcad- ſtrong- 
neſs, they immediately Contract an indiffolu- 
ble League with Extravagance. Inflexibility 
ought to be in the Will, and not in the Judg- 
ment; though there be ſome Exceptions too, 
wherein one is not to fuffer one's ſelf to be 
gained, nor d oubly overcome; that is, both in 
Keafon, and in Ext cution of it. 


MAXIM CIXXXIV. 


Not to be over-Ceremonl ont. 


THE Affe ctation of being fo was heretofore 
G-nſur'd as a piece of vicious Singularity, and 
that in a King too. Punctilioſhip is tirclome. 
{ 1.) There are whole Nations ſick off this Diſ- 


eaſe. The Robe of Folly is wrought with {mall 
Stitchces. 


(1.) Trcitus obſerves chis Rome to do Homage to 
Defe&t in the — 4 Nero, and receive from him 
ridicules their King Yologeſus| the Crown of Armenia, on 
for having once made uſe| Condition that he ſhould 
of fuch Pun&ilio's of Hon-|not bear any mark of 
our. That King (ſaid he) Slavery, or por off his 
being accuſtom'd to the Sword, but receiy'd 
Haughtineſs and Pride of | and admitted to Audi- 
his own Cotintry, knew not ence of the Governors 
well the Romans, when he of Provinces, as ſoon as 
conſented that Tiridates, he preſented himſelf, and 
his Brother, might go to have che fame Honours done 

"2 N 4 hin 
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him, which were paid to rum traderet; aut Comblexy 
the Roman Conſuls. ' All Provinci u O:tinen:t/um pies. 
this (fays our Author) the ret ur, foribuſve ewum aſſifte= 
Roman; readily granted, for ret; ran uſque ei Rome, b 
they were accuſtom'd ro tus Conſulibus, Honor eſſet: 
refuſe nothing where they Scilicet evternuæ Superb gs ſueto 
might have the Eſſential uon erat Notiiia noſtri; anus 
part, Dominion. Petierat, quos Fur Imperii valet, Tnanig 
ne quam Imaginem Servitii\ tranſmittuntur. Ann. 1 F. 
Tiriaates preferret ; neu Fer- ; 


Stitches. Theſe Idolaters of che Pundoxor ( the 
Point of Honour) give a Demonitration, bat 
their Honour is grounded on a fmail Mater, 
ſince they imagine every Trifle eaparl. of 
wounding it. It is good ſo ro Bchave our 
ſelves, as to gain Reſpect ; but it is Ridiculyus 
to paſs for a great Maſter of Ceremonies. A 
Man without Complail-nce, ought to h.ve a 
great deal of Mcrit in the room of ir. Cour- 
lic ſie. is neither to be affected, nor ſlighted. He 
{ball never gain the Character of an able Man, 
who ſticks coo much to Formalities. 1 


MAXIM CLXXXV. 


Newer to expoſe one's Credit to the Riſque of one 
ſingle Interview : | 


FOR if one come not well off in thar, the 
Loſs is irreparable. To Fail once happens of- 
ren, and eſp cially the firſt lime. One is not 
always in the Cue; whence comes the Proverb: 
It is nt my Day. One muſt therefore Endea- 
vour; if one heath Fail'd the firſt time, to 
make the S<cord pay for all: Or, at Icaſt, that 
che Firſt way Vouch for the Second, which has 
not ſuccecded, One ought always to have re- 
courſe to the Better, and to appcal from, Much, 
534 Dade 7 | | _ 
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to More. (I.) Affairs depend on certain fortuĩ- 
tous Caſes, and thoſe many too; when by con- 
ſequence good Succeſs is to be counted rare 
good Fort une. | 


(1.) Which Tacitus calls 
Ivanſitus Rerum, Hiſt. 1. That 
is, certain favourable Ren- 


counters, which paſs away 
in a Moment, and therefore 


ought to be Shot flying. 


MAXIM CIXXXVI 


To diſcern Faults, tho they become in Faſhion. 
x * 


TH O' Vice be never fo richly cloathed, yet a 
good Man will ſtill know it. (1. ) It is to no 
purpoſe for it to be Apparell'd in Gold, ſince 
it can never be fo well diſguis'd, but that it 
will be found out to be ot Iron. It would 
cloak it ſ If with the Quality of its Adherents, 
but it never parts with its Baſeneſs, nor the mi- 
ſery of its ſlavery. Vice may put on the Mask 
of Vertue, but in the Concluſion, the cloven 
Foot appears." Some obſerve, that ſuch a Heros 
kath ſuch a Vice, but they conſider not, that 
it was not that which made him a- Heroe. The 
Example-of Great Men is fo good an Orator, 
that it perſuades to Infamous matters. (2.) 
Sometimes Flattery hath affected even Bodily 
Defecte, without obſerving, that tho" they be 


(1.) It is no advantage * (2.) Some Hiſtorian (I 
Vice (ſays Graciax in his think it was Appian) has 
Diſcreto) to belong toa great | written that Alexander's 
Perſon ; Ir fares never the | Courtiers were wont to 
better for that On the con- lean their Heads on one 
trary, a ſpor is ſooner ſeen | Shoulder, the better to 
on Gold Cloath than 7:jþ | pleaſe their Maſter, who had 

Frize. 8 chat defett by Nature. 6 
5 born 
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born with in Great Men, yet they are inſup. 
portable in the lower Rank: IP: 


MAXIM CLXXXVII. 


To AR all that is agreeable by one's Self, and af 
that's Odious by others. | 


THE once conciliates good Will, and the other 
banithes Hatred. There is more pleafure in 
doing good, than in receiving it. (1. } 'Tis 
in that generous Souls place their Felici- 
ty. It ſeldom happens that One vexes another 


without being troubled one's ſelf, either thro! 


Compaſſion or a defire of Retaliation. Superior 
Cauſes never Operate, without reaping either 
Praiſe or Reward. Let the Good come imme- 
diately from thee ; and the Evil from another, 
( 2.) Take ſome Body with thee, upon whom the 
Blows of Diſcontent may fall, that is to ſay, 
the Hatred, aud the Murmurings. The Anger 
of the Rabble is like that of Dogs; not know- 
ing the Cauſe of its Evil, it falls upon the In- 


(1.) One of the Prolemey-| they have done any wrong, 
was wont to ſay, That it or Injuſtice in the Execu- 
was better toenrich another tion of their Places, are 
than one's Self. And a Spar- wont to ſay, That their 
tan; that the true Happineſs, Prince would have it ſo, and 
of Kings conſiſted in no bo- that twas ro Obey him that 
dies being able to rival! they did it : By which means 
_ them in doing Good. they diſcharge themſelves 
(2) Moſt Princes make of the Publick Hatred, and 
Favourites forthe ſame pur-' lay it on their Prince. It 
poſe, and what is generally were bur juſt then, that he 
conſtru'd to be their weak- that bears the Faults of ſo 
neſs, is moſt commonly an many Officers, ſhould now 
Effect of the fineſt Poli- and then make them bear 


tiques. Moſt Officers when ſome of his. 
4 TY 
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&yment : So that the Inſtrument bears the Pun-- 
inment of that whereof it is not the principal 


Cauſe. | 


MAXIM CLXXXYIIL. 


70 bring always ſomething inte Company worthy fo 
be praiſed. : Se. 


( 1.) THIS is the way to make one though 
1 Pcrſon of good iſcernment, and One upon 
whoſe Jadgment/the Goodneſs of Things de- 
ends. He that hath known the perfection 
before, Will be ſure to eſteem it afterwards. He 
furniſhes Matter to Converſation and Imitation, 
by unfolding plauſible Knowledges. It is 2 poli- 
ick way of felling Courteſies to the Parties pre- 
ſent, that have the. ſame perfections. Others, 
on the contrary, always bring along with them 
ſomething fir to be Blamed, and Flatter the Pre- 
nt, by Deſpiſing the Abſent. This ſucceeds 
with them, when they are in the Company of 
thoſe whe only look on the Ourſide: Since 
ſuch obſerve not the Cunning, of ſpeaking 11! 
of one Man in the Preſence of another. Some 
thiok ic a piece of Policy to value more the or- 
dinary Perft ctions of ro Day, than the Wonders 
of Yeſterday. A Prudent Man then is to have 
care of all theſe Artifices, (whereby theſe Sparks 
endeavour to attain their Ends) that he may not 
de diſcouraged by the Extravagancy of the one 
tor puffed up with the Flattery of the others. 


(1.) Scias ipſum ſays Pli- has a great many good Qua- 
Junior) plurims Virtutibus! lities, who can diſtinguiſh; 
auundare, qui alienas fic amat. and value thoſe of another 
Ep. 17. lib. 1. That is to Man. 
lay, Beſure that that Perſon 
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Let him know, that both proceed after the ſaw 
way with both Parties, and only give them th 
Alternative, by adjuſting their Sentiments to th 
place where they Act. | = 


MAXIM CLXXXIX. 


To take Advantage of another Man's Wants, 


— 2 
LY 


IF Want excecd the length of 'D-fire, it is: 
moſt violent Conſtraint. Philoſophers hare 
{aid, that want ( Privation ) was Nothing, but 
Politicians ſay, it is All in all; and without 
doubt theſe have beſt underſtood it. There 
are ſome who to obtain their Ends, make their 
way by the Deſires of others. (.) They lay hold 
on Occaſion, ard ſtir up Debre by the dithculty 
of Obtaining. They promiſe themſelves more 
from the Heat of Paſſion,than the Lukewarmneſ, 
of Poſſeſſion. Inſomuch the Defire become 
more enflam'd, as the Reſiſtance grows the giea- 
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(I.) Pliny Junior com- In Panegyrica. Morever this 


mends Trajar for being un- 
like thoſe Princes, who im- 
prov'd their Benefits by not 
granting them eaſily, believ- 
ing, it feems, that Honours 
were much better receiv d 
after they had been a long 
time refus'd, and in a man- 
ner deſpair'd of. Tantum /1- 
ter Te et illos Principes intereſt, 


Maxim of Gracian's is of 
great uſe to good Princes. 
Alſo it agrees with that 
which Jug tas ſays, d z. That 
one ought to bo ſlow in 
Granting what one cannot 
take away, when once gran- 
ted. Tarde concederet, quid da- 
tum non adimeretur, Ann. 13. 
Fair words from Miniſters 


— — — wc, oo amy wo, 


qui Beneficiis ſuis Commendo- of State (ſays the Counteſs 
tionem ex difficultate capta- of Arinda ) are ſmall Gales 
bant, gratioreſque accipientibu;jof Wind, which refreſh 
Honores arbitrabantur, fi prias the Pretenders, yer do not 
Hos Diſperatio, et Tedium, et quench their thirſt. Chap. 


fpmilts repulſæ Mora, in notam of the 3 d. part of her Idea of the 
guandampudoremquewertiſſent. Nobleſſe. | 


FL. 
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er. The true Secret of attaining one's Ends 
s to keep People always in Dependance. 


MAXIM Cc. 


To be Satisfied in all Conditions, 


EVEN they who are uſeleſs, have this com- 
fort, that by their Beings they are eternal. 
There is no Trouble but hath its Satisfaction. 
vel Luck for Fools, and Chance for the Ugly, ſays the 
My proverb. To Live long, there necds no more 
hut to be of little Worth. The crackt Por ſel- 
dom breaks, it laſts commonly till People are 
weary of uſing it, It looks as if Fortune bore a 
Grudge to Perſons of Diſtinction, ſince it always 
wins Duration to ſome Men's Incapacity, and 
fort Life, to others Merit. All they who by 
Right ought to Live, always fail in good For- 
tune ; and ſuch as are good for Nothing, you'll 
find to continue long, whether it be accordin 
o the order of their Conſtitution, or that they 
ne ſo, but in Appearance. Ir ſeems as if Deſti- 


of MW oy, and Death, had Agreed to forget the Unfor- 
ces. Ml unite. 


hat 44 
bat (1.) Ventura de Fea, Di- and the e of a Fool. 
- an de Necio, That is, the | Gracian in his 23d. Diſcourſe 
Wy Luck of an homely Woman j of his Agudena. 
da- 
W MAXIM CXCI. 
ers 
0 2 
les WM. Not to be Gull d with Exceſſive Courteſy; 


FOR that is a kind of Cheat. There are ſome 
„ho tand not in need of the Herbs of Theſſaly 
© bewuch with; for they can Charm Fools and 
| Vain 
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Vain People meerly with a low Bow. They 
make a Traffick of Honour, and pay for it with 
the Wind of fome fair Speeches. A flauntins 
promiſer is a Stock-jobber of Words, and Pry. 
miſcs made by ſuch a Dealer, are as fo many 
Baits to catch the Unwary and Credulous. 
True Courreſic is a Debt, when that which is af. 
fected, and uncommon, is a Cheat. It is nor 
a Civility, but Dependance. This ſort of 
eople make not the Bow tothe Perſon, but to 
the Fortune. Their Flattery is not an Acknow. 
ledgment of Merit, but a Lure to the Profi, 
which they are upon the Catch for. See Maxin 


118. . 
MAXIM CXCII. 
The Peaceable Man 1 always the Cong 4 


LIVE, and let Live. The Peaceful Perſon not 
only Lives, but Reigns. We muſt Hear and 
See, bur withal hold our Peace. The Day ſpent 
wichout Contention, makes us to fpend the Night 
in Slecp. To Live much, and that with Pleaſure, 
is the Life of two, and the Fruit of internal Sa- 
tisfaction. The Man hath All, who does not 
at all care, for what doth not concern him. 
There is nothing more Impertinent, than to lay 
to Heart what concerns us not, or not to be al- 
tected with that which docs. 


MAXIM CxCIII. 


Watch fcridily ever him that Engages in your Inte- 
reſts, for no other end, than to come off with bis 
Own. 1 
THERE is no better Preſervative againſt 

Cunning, than Caution. Ser a Knave to catch 

| To a Knabe. 
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Knave. Some do their own Buſineſs, by ſeem- 
ing to do another Man's: So that if one have 
not the Key of Intentions, one is forced at every 


turn to burn one's own Fingers, to ſave another 
Man's Goods from the Fire. 


M A X I M CXCIV. 


To have a Modeſt Opinion of one's Self, and Aﬀairs, 
eſpecially where one docs but begin the World. 


ALL People almoſt have great Conceits of 
themſelves, eſpecially thoſe who ſignify leaſt. 
very one fancies a great Fortune, and imagines 
himſelf to be a Prodigy. Hope engages raſhly, 
and Experience feconds it in little or nothing. 
Reality puniſhes a Vain Imagination, by unde- 
cciving it. Prudence then ought to correct 
ſuch Extravagances as theſe, and though it be 
allowable ro defire the Beſt, yet we ought al- 
ways to expect the Worſt, that ſo we may take 
all that happens patiently. (r.) It is Dexterity 
o take Aim a little lower than ordinary, that 
one may hit the Mark the ſurer, but one ought 
not neverthcleſs to ſhoot ſo low, as to fail the 
irſt Shot, This Reformation of Imagination is 
necellary ; for Vanity without Experience, makes 
Men only to dote, (I.) A good Underſtanding 


(1.) Machiavel ſays, that| Author in the 3d. Chap. of 
when good Marks-men are | his Hero) is the Throne of 
to Shoot a great way, they Prudence. And I re- 
aways take Aim below the | fer my ſelf freely to the O- 
Mark, to the end that when | pinion of that Mother, who 
their Bullets mounts, they | ſaid to her Son, Pray God 
may be equal with it. Chap. | ſend thee, Son, ſo much Under- 
6. of his Prince. landing, as to know how tt 


( 2.) Judgment ( ſays our Govern thy ſelf. 
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is the moſt univerſal Remedy againſt all Imper- 
tinences. Let every one know the Sphere of 
his own Activity, and Condition. That will 
teach him to ſquare his Opinion of himſelf ac- 
cording to Reality. | 


MAXIM CXCV. 
To be able to Fudge. 


THERE is no Man but may be another' 

Matter in ſome thing. He that exceeds, finds 
always ſome body that excceds him. To know 
how to pick out the Beſt in every One, is a 
uſeful Knowledge. The Wiſe Man values al! 
Men, becaute he knows what's Good in every 
One, and what Things coſt, to do them well. 
When on the contrary, the Fool. deſpifes All; 
in reſpect, that he is ignorant of What is Good, 
and always Chuſcs the Worſt. | 


MAXIM CXCVL 
Jo know one's Planet. 


THERE is no Man ſo miſerable, but that 
he has his Planet; and it he be Untortunate, it is 
becauſe he knows it not. Some have acceſs to 
Princes, and Great Men, and know neither 
how, nor wherefore ; ualeſs it be that their good 
Fortune hath made way for them; fo that they 
need only a little Indultry, to preſerve Favour, 
There are others Born, as it Were, to pleaſe the 
Wiſe. Oae Man hath becn more Acceptable in 
one Country than another, and becn better Re- 
ceiv'd in this City than in that. On: hap- 
pens allo to be more fortunate in one Em- 

ployment, 
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Men; becauſe Wiſe Men 


The Man of Senſe 193 
ployment, than iti another, tho he be alike in- 
capable for all. Deſtiny makes, and unmakes, 
how, and as often as it pleaſes; Every one ought 
then to labour to know his Deſtiny, and to found 
his Minerva; on which alone depends both all 
the Loſs, and. all the Gain. Let him learn how 
to comply with his Fate, and to take good heed 
that he attempt not to Change it ; for ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding would be to forſake the North-ftar in 
his Courſe, 


MAXIM CXCvIL 
Never to ſuffer one's Self to be Plags'd with Fool 


IT is a Perplexity not to know them, and 
much more for him that knows them, not to 
get rid of them. lt is dangerous to keep them 
Company, and pernicious to admit them, to our 
decrets; for tho” their own Timorouſneſs, and 
the Eye of another, may for ſome time keep 
them in Awe, yet will their Extravagance at 
kngth break out ſince they have only deferred 
the ſhewing it, that they might do it with the 
more Solemnity. It is very difficult for him 
that cannot preſerve his own Credit, to main- 
tain another Man's. Beſides, Fools are extream- 
ly unhappy ; for Miſery is faſtened to Fol- 
ly as the Skin is to the Bone. 6 1.) They 
have only one Thing which is not fo very bad; 


(r.) This relates to one can obſerve the irregular 
of the ſayings of Caro the Condutt of Fools, and Fools 
Cenſor, which was, that Wiſe | are not able to diſcern, and 

len are more beholdingto | much leſs to imitate the 
Fools, than Fools to Wiſe 1 ſet them by Wiſe 

_ 
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and chat is, that as the Wiſdom of others ſigni. 
nes nothing to them; ſo on the contrary, are 
they very uſcfal to the Wiſe, whom they In. 
ficuQ and Caution, at their on proper Colts. 


MAXIM CXCVII. 
To know how to Tranſplant one's Self. 


THERE are ſome, who. ſect off their Me- 
rits, are obliged to chinge their Countries, e- 
ſpecially where they aſpire. ro great Poſts, 
(r.) One's own Country is the Step-mother to 
eminent Qualities, Envy reigns there as in its 
native Land. (2. ) Men remember better the 
Imperſections one had at the beginning, than the 
Merit, whereby one has advanc'd one's ſclf to 
Grandeur. A Pin has been extreamly eſteem'd, 
when tranſported to fome diftant Countrics ; and 
ſometimes Glats brought from far, hath made 
even the Diamond to be undervalued. Every 
thing that is Foreign is eſt cemed, cither 5 

cauſe 


r.) Wherefore the grea-| (:.) For according to Ja- 
teſt Men have often aban- tus, tis an innate Error ig 
don'd their own Countries, ; Man, to look with Envy 
to make choice of another | upon the growing Fortune 
where theywere not known. of thoſe to whom one once 
A certain Perſon once re- has been equal. Jnſits More 
proaching Diogenes for hav=| talibus Natura, recentem Alio- 
ing been , baniſh'd by his} rum Felicitatem, ægris Oculis 
Compatots, he reply d: 4nd | introſpicere. Hiſt. 2. From 
I Gondemn them to ſtay at this ſort of Envy ſprung the 
Home; implying, That there Oftraciſm at Sparta, and the 
was no worſe Habitation| Petaliſm at Syracuſe : For 
than the place of one's Na- neither of them were a Pu- 
tivity, eſpecially if it hap- niſhment of any Crime a- 
pen'd to be ſuch where me- gainſt the State, but only 
rit was taken no Notice of. | a Diminution ofthe Autho- 

| rity, 
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rity, and Reputation of pri- Oftraciſm ſigniſies properly 
vate Perſons. An Example Shel-work, foraſmuch as the 
hereof we have in the In- Votes were gather'd by 
ſwer made to Ariſtides, by | Shells, wherein every Citi- 
one of his Fellow-Citizens, | zen's Name was written that 
whom he had Ask'd the | was to be Baniſh'd. Where- 
Cauſe of his Averſion to | as at Syracuſe,they wrote the 
him. I « (ſays he) becauſe | fame upon Cheſnut-leanes, in 
you have gor the Surname of | Greck Petala whence tis 
Juſt. Here it may not be | manner of Proceeding was 
improper to explain the | there - call'd Petaliſm, 1. e. 
meaning of theſe 2 Words. Foliage. 


j 


cauſe it comes from a remote Country; or by 
reaſon tis found to be complcat, and in its Per- 
tection. We have known Men who have been 
the Refuſe of a little Canton, and yet are now the 
Honour of the World, being equally Reverenc'd 
by cheir Country-men and Strangers; by the one, 
becauſe they Live afar off; and by the others, 
becauſe they are come from afar. That Man 
will never have any great Veneration for a Sta- 
tue, Who bath ſeen it when it was the Stump of 
aTreein a Garden. | | 
7 1. MAXIM. CK © 

« 


To be a if? Man, and not an Intriguing One. 


The ſhorteſt Cut to Reputation, is by the 
way of Merit. If Induſtry be founded on this, 
it is the true means of obtaining the other. In- 
tegrity alone is not ſufficient: neither is the pu- 
ſhing one's ſelf forward in the World; inaſ- 
much as Matters are then fo Defective, that 
they rather debaſe, than exalt the Reputation. 
t is then requiſite both to have Merit, and to 
know how to bring one's (elf into Play. 


O 2 MAX- 
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MAXIM CC. 


To have ſtill Somewhat to Deſire, that one may not 
* unhappy in one's Happineſs. 


THE Body breathes, and the Mind aſpires, 
(r.) If one enjoyed all Things, one would be 
diſguſted at every Thing: Nay, it is even ne- 
ceſſary for the Satisfaction of the Underſtanding, 
that there always remain ſomething to be known, 
to entertain Curioſity. Hope gives Life, and 
the Glut of Pleaſure makes the latter a Burthen. 
(2.) In cafe of Reward, tis prudent not to give 
in all at once. When there is no more to be 
Deſired, every Thing is to be feared ; and that 
is an unhappy Felicity: Fear begins where De- 
fire ends. | 


(J.) It was for this Rea- (1.) Tacitus ſays, that tis 
ſon, perhaps, that Alexander equally diſſatis factory, to 
the Great diſtributed all his| have given All, as to have 
Riches _— his. Friends, | receiv'd All. Satius capit I- 
ſaying, That he reſerv'd on- los, cum omnia tribuerunt ; Her, 
ly Hope for himſelf. It is| cum jam nihil reliquum eſt 
with Men's Delires, (ſays quod cupiant. Ann. 3. For the 
John Rufo) as with Children, | former are dfpleas'd that 
that cry for all they ſee ;| they have nothing more to 
and yet when they have it, Give, and the latter that 
either throw it away, id they have nothing more to 


break it. Apothegm 10. I Receive. 


MAXIM CCL 


All who appear Fools, are certainly fo, and even 
one half of thoſe who do not appear ſuch. 


FOLLY hath taken Poſſeſſion of this World; 


and if there be the leaſt Wiſdom in it, it is ſtill 
Wd pure 
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ure Folly, in reſpect of the Wiſdom from a- 
ve. But the greateſt Fool will always 
think himſelf Wiſc, and accuſes all others of 
Folly. To be Wiſe, it is not ſufficient co ſeem 
ſo, and much leſs to ſeem ſo to one's Self. He 
is ſo, that thinks himſelf leaſt to be ſo; and he 
who perceives not, that others ſee into him, ſees 
not into himſelf. Tho' the World be ſo full of 
Fools, and Blockheads, yet no body believes him- 
ſelf qne, no not ſo much as ſuſpects it. 


MAXIM CCI. 
Sayings and Actions render a Man Accompliſh'd. 


WE muſt Speak well, and Act well; the 
one ſhews a good Head, and the other a good 
Heart ; and both ſpring from a Superiority of 
Mind. ( 1. ) Words are the Shadow of Actions. 
Saying is the Female, and Doing the Male. It is 
better to be the ſubjeRof a Panegyrick, than the 
panegyriſt. ( 2. ) It is better to receive Praiſe, 
than to give it. To, Say, is eaſie; but, to Do, 


difficult. Brave Actions are the Subſtance of 


Life, and good Sayings the Ornament of it. 
The Excellence of Actions is Permanent, but 
that of Words Tranſient, Actions are the Fruit 
of Reflections. Some are Wile, others Valiant. 


(:.) 3 call'd Diſ- chuſe to be, Achilles or Hon 
courſe, the Shaddow of mer, Anſwer'd, you had as 
Action. good Ask me whether 1 


(.) Themiſtocles being one would be the Conqueror, 
day Ask d which he would or the Herald. . 


O 3 Max 
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MAXIM cn. 


To know the Fxcellencies of the Age we Live in. | 


THEY are not very numerous. There ig 
but one Pharnix in the World, Hardly is there 
to be found in a whole Contury, 2 great Gene- 
ral, a complear Or2ror ard a perfect wife Man. 
(r.) ay, an Exccitent King is to be fought for 
in many ges. Mediocrides ae common, both 


as to Number, and Worth ; but Excellencics are 


every way rare, becauſe they require an Accom- 
pliſh'd Perfection; ard the higher the Form: the 
harder it is to get to be Captain of it. Many 
have uſurped the Surname of Great upon C/ar, 
and Alexander, bur all in vain: For without 
the Actions, the Voice f rhe People is but emp- 
ty Air. There have been but few Seneca's in 
the World, and Fame hath celebrated but one 


Appelles. 


(I.) As our late glorious Monarch /i LLIT AMIE 


MAXIM cc. 


phat 1 Eaſſe ought to be enter d upon, as if it were 


D. fficult ; and what is Difficult, if iz were 


Eaſie. 


T H E one for fear of flackening through too 


much Confidence; and the other for fear of 


loſing Courage, through to much Apprchen- 
fiveneſs. The way O la in doing « Thing, 1s 
to reckon ir already donc, when on the Contra» 

. Ty, 
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ry, Diligence ſurmounts Impollibifity. - ( x.) As 

o great Enterprizes, we mult not ſtand Reaſon- 

ing; it is enough that we embrace them when 

they Preſent, leſt che Conſideration ot their Dif. 
cculty make us to abandon the Attempt. 


1.) Julius Ca ſar (fays our; out deliberation onthe Mat- 

Author in the zoth Diſcourſe; ter, for fear leaſt the conſi- 

ö of his Agudeza) was wont to deration of the Danger, 

ſay, that great Exploits might damp the Ardour of 
hould be engag'd in with-, the Enterprize. 


MAXIM CC. 


| a 


| * 
> To know how to make uſe of Contempt. 


f ( 1. ) The true Secret for obtaining the Things 
one deſires, is to undervalue them. Moſt com- 
, BW nonly they are not to be found when they are 
bought after; whereas they offer themſelves 
ven one cares not for them. As the Things of 
this World are the ſhadow of thoſe Above, fo 
have they this Property of a Shadow, that they 
fly him that follows them, and purſue him that 
flies them. Contempt allo is the moſt politick 
Revenge. ( 2.) Tis the general Maxim of the 


(i.) This is a piece of Credit, So great a Name 
Policy, which the Halian, ( lays Father d in his 
make uſe of in Caſes of Hiſtory of the Council of 
Love, whence comes their 7-::: ) ſerv'd co render the. 
Proverb, Chi ſprexxa, Ama, Diſpute more curious, and 
that is as much as to ſay, to beget a Univerſal favour 
Who ſeems to Deſpiſe me, for Luther; for in theſe 


Lon me. Matters it moſt commons» 
( 2.) That ok of Sacra- ly happens, as it did for- 
— which King Heu merly in , and vn 
| a > ; | J* 
th of. wrote a- menrs, | where the Spetta- 
Rinſt wither F HDUat the tors ever enceimd Co dhe 
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Wiſe, never to defend themſelves with the Pen, 
becauſe that leaves Tracts, which turn more to 
the Glory of their Enemies, than their Humi- 
liation. Beſides, that kind * gives 
more Honour to Envy, than Mortification to 
Infolence. (z.) Tis Cunning in Inconſiderable 
Perſons to Vie wirh great Men, that they may 
get themſelves Credit by an Indirect Way, where 
they cannot have it by Right. Many had 
never been known, if Excellent Adverſaries had 
not taken notice of them. ( 4.) There is no 
greater Revenge than Oblivion; for it is the ve- 
ry Burying of theſe ſorts of Men under the Duſt 
of their own Inconſiderableneſs. Raſh Blades 
imagine to purchaſe to themſclves an eternal 
Fame, by ſetting Fire to the Wonders of the 
World, and of Ages. (5. ) The Art of repreſ- 
ſing Calumny is not to mind it. To an— 
{wer it, is to do prejudice to one's ſelf. To be 


(3.) Such were, one Hiſ- 
go in the time of Tiberius, 
who glory'd in attacking 
the greateſt Perſons of the 

Empire. Egens, ignotus, Cla- 
 7iſſimo Cuique Periculum faceſ- 
fit, Tacitus Ann. 1. One 
Trio, who took Pleaſure in 
making great Enemies. 7:0 
© facilts capeſſendis Inimicitits. 
Ann. 5. One Ortho, who from 
a Schoob-Maſter being rais'd 
to a Senator, thought to 
Obſcure the meanneſs of 
his Birth by the Inſolence 
and Raſhneſs of his Acti- 
ons. Se jam Potentia Senator, 
ob ſcura Initia impudenti bus 
Auſis propellebat. Ann. 3. 
And divers others, who 


9 - 


have ſought to renderthem- 
ſelves Wuſtrious, or at 
leaſt formidable, by drau- 
ing upon them great Ene- 
mies Ut magnis Inimicitiis 
clareſcerent. Hiſt. 1. 

3. Sometimes Princes 
ſuffer thoſe Perſons to live 
that have moſt offended 
them, Ollivione mag is quan 
Clementis, ſays Tacitus, 
Ana, 6. But that ratherthro' 
forgerfulneſs of them, than 
mercy to them. 
| (5.) A Proof hereof we 
have in that Athenian, who 
being Ask'd - by another 
why he Slander'd him, 


Janſwer'd, Becauſe I knew ges 


would take Notice of it. 


offen. 


pliſhed Families. 
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offended at it, is to diſcredit one's felf, and to 


give Envy a Cauſe of Satisfaction: For there 


needs no more but that Shadow of Weakneſs, 
if not for obſcuring a perfect Beauty entirely, 
at leaſt for depriving it of its livelieſt Luſtre. 


* 


MAXIM CCVI. 


We muſt know that the Vulger Humour is every 


where. 


EVEN at Corinth, and in the moſt Accom- 
| Every one hath the Experience 
of it in his own Houſe. There is not only a 
Vulgar, but a doubly Vulgar Humour, which 
is yet worſe, This hath the ſame Properties 
with that of the Rabble, juſt ſo as the pieces of 
a broken Looking-Glaſs have all the ſame Tran- 


ſparency. ( 1.) It ſpeaks Fooliſhly, and cen- 


ures Impertinently. It is the great Diſciple of 
Ignorance ; the Godfather of Folly, and the 
near Couſin of Quacking. We muſt not mind 
what it ſays, and much leſs what it thinks. It is 
convenient to know it, that we may get 
rid of it, ſo that we be neither its Companions 
nor Objects: For all Indiſcretion is of the na- 


ture of the Rabble, and the Vulgar is only made 


(l.) The Vulgar (ſays 
Machiavel in the 18th. Chap. 
of his Prince) mind nothing 
but the outward Appear- 
ances, and judge only by 


up of Fools, 


3 


[ 
the Events. There is no 
Ari ſtocracy (Government 
made up of the better 


ſort ) but it has a great ma- 


ny Ordinary People in it. 


MAX- 


20 The Art of Pricdencs Om 
MAXIM COVIL 
Fo uſe Retention. 


WE ought to mind what we do, efpecially 
on unexpected Occaſions. The Eruptions of 
Paſſions are as ſo many Slippery Places, that 
cauſe Prudence to Slide. There lies the Dan- 
ger of being undone. A Man engages farther 
in a Minute of Rage, or Pleaſure, than in ma- 
ny Hours of Indifference. Sometimes a little 
Slip coſts a Repentance, that laſts as long as one 
Lives. Some Men's Malice lays Ambuſhes for 
Prudence, that it may diſcover its Footing. It 

makes uſe of that kind of Rack, for extorting 
the moſt hidden Secret of the Heart. Reſerved. 
neſs then muſt raiſe the Counter-battery, and 
particularly on ſuch Occaſions. There needs not 
o much Reflection to keep a Paſlion in order, 
He is a Wiſe Man that leads it by the Bridle. 
Who knows there is Danger, counts his Steps. 
A Word ſeems as offenſive to him that caiches 
at it, and weighs it, as it appears of little Con- 
{ſequence to him that ſpoke it. 


MAXIM CCVIII. 
Not to Die the Death of a Pool. 


W 1 SE Men moſt commonly Die Poor in Wil- 
dom; (r.) whereas Fools, on the contrary Die 
Rich in Counſcl. To Die like 2 Fool, is to Die 
of too much Logick. Some Die becauſc they 


(1.) Becauſe Fools make their Lives. 
no uſe of Councel during | 


Think, 
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Think, and others Live becauſe they do not: 
59 that the one are Fools becauſe they Die not 
of Thinking, and the others becauſe they do. 
That Man is a Fool who dies of too much Un- 
derſtanding : So that ſome Die to be thought 
Underſtanding Men, and others Live not to be 
Underſtced, But though many Die like Fools, 
yet very few Fools Dic. N 


MAXIM CCN. 
Not to Imitate the Folly of Others. 


Is an Effet of rare Wildom for whatever 
s introduced by Example and Cuſtom, is ever 
of greareſt Force. Some who have kept good 
Guard againſt particular Ignorance, have not 
yet been able ro avoid the general. It is a com- 
mon Saying, that no Man is content with his 
own Condition, though ir be the Beſt ; nor diſ- 
latisficd with his own Wit, though it be the 
Worſt. Every one envies the Happineſs of ano- 
ther, becauſe he is not content with his own 
Lot, The Moderns commend the Performances 
of the Antients, and thoſe that are now, the 
things that were then.  (1.) All chat's paſt ſeems 
Beſt, and all that's Remote is moſt Eſteemed. 
He is as great a Fool that Laughs at all Things, 
as he that Frets at every Thing. £ 


(1.) Vetera extollemus ( ſays Paſt, and all our Envy for 
Tacitus) recentium - incuriofi, | what's Preſent, becauſs it 
Ann. 2. Vitio autem Ma'igni-: ſeems to vs that the Pre- 
tatis humane, ( ſays i- ſent is a Burde, whereas 
lian) Vetera ſemper in Laude, what's Paſt inſiruct us. Pra- 
Projentia in Faſtidio: Altho| ſemia Invidis Preteritaque 
Nec Omnia #5>u1 Pgeores = Venoratione troequimury & 
ra. Tacitus Ann 3 Ali] FE: mos obru., Mis intra cre- 
our Veneration is for what's! A, fays Paterculus Hiſt. 2. 

8 MAX- 
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MAXIM CCX. 
Zo know how to make uſe of Truth. 


TRUTH is Dangerous, yet a good Man 
cannot forbear to ſpeak it; and in that there i; 
need of Art. The Skilful Phyſicians of the 
Soul, have eſſayed all Means to ſweeten it: For 
when it touches to the Quick, it is the Quinteſ. 
ſence of Bitterneſs. Diſcretion in that particu. 
lar unfolds all its Addreſs; with the ſame Truth 
it Flatters ane, and Kills another. We ought to 
ſpeak to thoſe that are preſent, under the Name 
of the Abſent, or Dead. To the Wiſe a Sign 
3s enough ; and if that be not taken notice of, 
the þeſt Expedient is to hold one's Peace. Prin- 
ces are not Cured by bitter Medicines, the Ar 
of Prudence muſt gild their Pills. 

In the fecond Critique of the third Part of our 
Author's Criticon, he ſays, That after many Con- 
ſultations had about the manner of Re-calling 
Truth into the World, from whence Men had 
Baniſh'd it to put Falſchood into its Place, it was 
reſolved to make it up in a great quantity of 
Sugar, for qualifying the Bitterneſs of it, and 
thento do it over with the Pouder of Amber, 
to take from it its ſtrong and unpleaſant Smell. 
After that, it ſhould be given to Men to Drink 
in a Gold Cup, and not in a Glaſs, leſt it might 
de ſeen through; telling thoſe that Drank it, that 
it was an excellent Liquor brought from afar; 
and more precious than either Chocolate, Got- 
fee, or Ratafia. To this be adds: They began with 
Princes, to the end that in Imiration of them, 
all Men might Drink of it, But ſince they had 
2 8 | EET 1 | very 
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very declicate Noſes, they diſtinguiſh'd the Bit- 
terneſs of it, at a League diſtance, which be- 
gan to turn their Stomachs, and made them 
to Vomit, &. And in his Diſcreto, in the Dia- 
logue, entituled, El buen Entendedor, he brings 
in a Doctor, ſaying ; To ſpeak Truth now-a days, 
is called Brutiſhneſs and Folly. To which he 
himſelf makes Anſwer : Therefore no body will 
ſpeak it to thoſe who are not accuſtomed to 
hear it, There remain only now ſome Scraps 
of it in the world, neither do theſe appear but 
with Myſtery, Ceremony, and Circumipection. 
With Princes ( replies the Doctor) Men alwa 

ferch a compaſs. It concerns them then to ta 

care (anſwers Gracian) inaſmuch as the Loſing ar 
Gaining of All, lies thereby at Stake. Truth 
adds the DoQor, is a Virgin, no lets Modeſt, 
than Beautiful ; and that's the Reaſon why ſhe 
always goes veil'd. ( r. ) But Princes ( then re- 
plies Gracian) ought to uncover her gallantly. 
It concerns them much to be good Diviners, 
and ſharp- ſighted Linxes, that they may dive in- 
to her, and diſcern her oppoſite, Falſhood. The 
more every one ſtudies to mutter only the 
Truth to themſelves between their Teeth, the more 
they give it them ready Chewed, and eaſy to be 
digeſted, ro the end it may do them the more 
good. At preſent Undeception is Politick, it 
goes commonly betwixt two Lights, either that 
it may get out of the Darkneſs of Flattery, if it 


( 1.) Antonio Perez ſays, for that is not without 
that to underſtand this La- a Myſtery. Theſe Fools 
dy well, Princes ought] are always near them, not 
to have Fools about them. | ſo much to divert, as to 
Be not you ſurpriz'd ( ſays | adviſe them. Critique the 
Gracian ) if you find Kings third of the third Part of 
ſurrounded with Fools, his Criticon, | 


meer 
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meer 2 Fop ; or that i may advance towards the 
ligut of Truth, it it mect with a Wite Man, 


MAXIM CCXI. 


Þs Heaven Al is Pleaſure in Hell All Pain. The 
World being in the middle, has a Share of bh, 


WE are betwixt two Extremes, and there. 
fore partake of both. There is an Alternative of 
Deſtiny ; neither can All be Happineſs, nor All 
Miſery. ( 1.) This World is a Cypher: Alone it 
is Nothing; when join'd with Heaven, it is worth 
a great deal. It is Wiſdom to be indifferent as 
to all its Changes, for Novelty moves not the 
Wiſ-. Our Life is Acted like a Play; the Cata- 
ſtrophe is in the laſt Act. The chief Point then 
is to end it well. 


(..) -- Diformes  Hyemes red 


dutis Jupiter: lem | ſic exit. Says Horace, Ode ro, 
Summovet : Non, ſi male nunc, Carm. 2. 


Let olim 
MAXIM CœxII. 
Nor 0 Lſeruer the Myſtery of one's Art. 


GREAT Maſters uſe this Cunning, even when 
they Teach their Trade. One mult always pre- 
ſerve a Superiority, and ever reſerve the Matter to 
one's Self. There is need of Art in communicuing 
Art: The Source both of Teaching, and Giving, 
ought never to be drained, That's the Means 
of preſerving both one's Repuration and u urho- 
rity. To have always fomew nat that may feed 
Admiration, by advancing Things {till to a grœa- 

| | cer 


Rei oO» VU W, 24.33. 


— 
o 


1 
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ter Perfection, is a notable Precept to be ob- 
ſerved in the manner of Pleaſing and Teachin 
In all ſorts of Profeſſions, and particularly in 
the moſt Sublime, not to be lavith of one's ſelf, 
hath always been a great Rule for Living and 
Prevailing. | | 


MAXIM CI 
p To know how to Contradi8. | 


II is an excellent Stratagem, when one can 
form it, not to be Engaged, but to Engage, It 
is the only Rack that can extort Paſſions. Slow- 
neſs in believing, is an Emetique that brings up 
Secrets, and a Key that can open the cloſeſt 
Lock'd Heart. To found both the Will and 
judgment, requires great Dexterity... A fly Con- 
tempt of another's myſterious Words hunts out 
the moſt impenetrable Secrets, and pleaſantly 


' wheedles them to the tip of the Tongue, that fo 


they may be caught in the Toils of Artifice. 


The Reſervedneſs of him ho ſtands upon his 


Guard, makes his ſpy to draw off at a diſtance ; 
whereby he diſcovers another Man's Thought, 
which otherwiſe would have been difficult to 
have Fathom'd. An affected Doubt, is a falſe 
Key to cunning Contrivance, whereby Curioſi- 
ty unlocks all that it has a mind to know, In 
matters of Learning, tis a cunning Fetch in a 
Scholar to Contradict his Maſter, inaſmuch as 
it lays an Obligation upon him, to labour to 
explain the Truth with greater Perſpicuity, and 
Solidity. Thus moderare Contradiction, gives 
him that Teaches, an Occaſion to teach well. 


MAX- 
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MAXIM . CCXIV. 
07 one Folly not to make two. 


NOTHING more common, than for a Man 

after he hath committed one piece of Folly, to 
do three, or four more, in thinking to make 2. 
mends, for he thinks to excuſe one Impertinence, 
by another that is greater. Folly is of the Fa. 
mily of Lying, or rather this of the Race of that: 
To make good one, there is need of a great ma- 
ny others. (1.) The Defence of a bad Cauſe; 
hath always been worſe than the Cauſe it ſelf 
(2.) Not to know how to conceal a Fault, is a 
much greater one than the Fault it ſelf. The 
Revenue of Imperfections riſes from a great 
many others let out ro Rent. The Wiſeſt Man 
may fail once, but not twice; tranſiently, and 
thro' Inadvertency, but not deliberately. Ses 
Maxim 261. | 


(r.) John Rufo ſays plea-q (ſays our Author in the 2d. 
ſantly enough, that ſuch a} Chap. of his Heroe ) did not 
Proceeding is to borrow | treat him with the Title of 
Money at a great Intereſt, | Sor, who happen'd to do: 
to ſatisfy a Debt that does | fooliſh Thing, bur rather 
not equal it. . 32. — that having done it, 

( 2. ) Cardinal Maaruccio l knew not how to conceal it. 


MAXIM ccxv. 


To have an Eye over him thas Looks one Way, and 
Rows another. 3 


Ils the common Stratagem of a Politician to 
amuſe the Will, chat he may attack it; for ſo 
ſoon as ever it is convinced, it is a 

e 


a Ss $—_—__ + S 


/ 


He Diſſembles his Intention that he may the 
better attain it; he puts himſelf in the ſecond. 
Rank, that he may be the firſt in Execution. He 
makes ſure of his Blow through the inadverten- 
cy of his Adverſary. Let not then thy Attention 
ſleep, ſince that of thine Adverſary is fo. vigi- 
n [ant. And if Intention be the ſecond in Diffi- 
0 I mulation, Diſcernment ought to be the firſt in 
Knowledge. It is an Act of Circumſpection to 
© nd out the Artiſice that one makes uſe of, and 
to obſerve the Aims a Man takes, for attaining 
: che Ends of his Intentions. Since he propoſes 
one thing, and means another, and turns and 
winds, that he may {lily bring his Purpoſe about, 
we are to look well ro what we grant ſuch'a 
one; and ſometimes it would not even be a- 
miſs, to let him know, that we have diſcovered 
his Deſigns. | 


M AX1 M CCXVI, 


To ſpedk Clearly, 


TH AT ſhews not only a Diſengagedneſs, 
but alſo a Vivacity of Wit. Some conceive well, 
and bring forth ill: For without Light, the 
Children of the Soul, that is, (i.) Thoughts, and 
Expreſſions, cannot come into the World. Some 
Men are much like to thoſe ſlender Neck d Bot- 
les, which hold much, and iet out little: (2.) On 


(..) To hear theſe Men (2.) It was ſaid of John 
ſays Eraſmus in one off Baptiſt- du Meſnil, Attorney- 
his Dialogues) one would] General of France, that he 
think they had learnt all they always ſpoke more than he 
ohe ar Confefion, ſo very knew; and of the Sollicitor 5 


b reſerv'd are they in telling General Gilles Bourdin, that 
| any thing of ir. he knew more than he reh 
, P the 


e 
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the. contrary, others ſay again, a great deal 
more than they know. What Reſolution is in 
the Will, Expreſſion is in the Underſtanding: ' 
. Theſe are too great perfections. Clear Wits are 
plauſible ; confuſed Heads have been oftentimes 
admired, becauſe not underſtood. (3.) Some. 
times Obſcuriry is becoming, to diſtinguiſh one 
from the Rabble. But how can others Judge of 
what they Hear, if thoſe who Speak conceiye 
not themſelves what they Say ? 


6.0 It was partly on this rather a Perfection than 
Account that Tiberius affect- a Fault in Princes, whom 
ed to ſpeak ambiguouſly. it becomes to deliver them- 
Conſulto ambignus ( ſays Ia- ſelves like the Antient O- 
citus Ann. 13.) And accor- racles. Per Ambeges, ut. Mos 
ding to the Rule of Poli- Oraculis, Ann. 2. 

ticks, to ſpeak obſcurely is 


MAXIM CCXVIL 
We muſt neither Love, nor Hate for ever. 


( x. ) LIVE to Day with thy Friends, as witli 
thoſe, who may to Morrow prove thy worſt of E. 
nemies. Since this is found true by Experience, 
it were but reaſonable to be always upon one's 
Guard. Have a care, not to give Arms to the 
Deſerters of Friendſhip, leaſt they turn them 
upon your ſelf, (2.) On the contrary, in re- 


(1.) Some attribute this Wiſe Men, Author of : 
Precept to Thales, and others Maxim that undermin'drhe 
to Gbilo. Some would have v y Foundation of Friend- 
it explain'd thus, Love as ſhip: that is to ſay, Truſt, 
you ſhould Hate, and Hate as 45 It is in this Senſe that 

ſbould Love. Scip 4tri= Cato ſaid, that Friendſhip 
cans ſaid, that he could not might ſometimes be uni- 
believe any of the Seven! velfd but never en 
: Bat 
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ard of your Enemies, leave always a Port open 


for Reconciliation, to wir, that of Forgiveneſs, 


which is the ſureſt. (3. ) Sometimes preceding 
Revenge has been the Cauſe of future Repen- 


. tance, and the Pleafure of doing Ill, has been 


chang'd into a Diſpleaſure for having done it. 


of the Seven Wiſe Men] not having done fo. 
ſaid, that it was better to 


68. For this reaſon one letz than to Repent of 


MAXIM CCXVIII. 


To do Nuthing Whimſically, but every Thing with 


Circumſpection. 


EVERY Whimſic is an Impoſthume. It is 
the eldeſt Son of Paſſion, that does all Things 
prepoſterouſſy. There are ſome who turn eve- 
ry Thing into a kind of Skirmiſhing. They are 
Ruffians in Converſation, and would make a 
Triumph of whatever they do. They know nor 
what it is to be Peaceful. Both in Comman- 
ding and Governing, they are Pernicious, be- 
caule they turn Government into a League Of- 
tenſive, and form a Party of Enemies, out of 
thoſe, whom they ought to look upon as Chil- 
dren. They will have all Things as due to 
their Conduct. But ſo ſoon as ever Men diſcc- 
yer their Paradoxical Humours, they iſtand up- 
on their Guard againſt them; their Chimera's are 
recoil'd and by conſequence they are ſo far 
from þ3oing their Point, that they have rather 
teap'd upon themſelves Vexations, cvery one len- 
ding a Hand to mortify them. Theſe Silly peo- 


ple have crack d Brains, and ſometimes alſo un- 
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ſound Hearts. The way to get rid of theſe 
Monſters, is to fly to the Antipodes, whoſe 
Bardarity will undoubtedly be more ſupporta- 
ble, than the fierce and haughty Humour of 
ſuch Tyrants. 


MAXIM CCXIX. 
Not to paſs for a Crafty Man. 


(1.) TIs true, there is ſcarce any Living now. 
2. days without it, Let ſtill it is better, to Chuſe 
to be prudent than Cunning. An open Hu— 
mour is agreeable to all Men, however 2 
great many love not to have it. Sincerity ought 
not to degenerate into Simplicity, nor Wiſdom 
into Artifice. Better it is to be reſpected 2 
Wile, than feared as Crafty. Sincere People 
are belov'd, tho' the ſooneſt Deceived. It is 
the greateſt Cunning to hide that which paſſes 
for Cheating. Candour flouriſhed in the Gol- 
den Age ; Malice has its Turn in this of Iron, 
The Reputation of knowing what one hath to 
do, is Honourable, and procures Confidence; 
but that of being Subtle, is Sophiſtical, and be- 
gets Diſtruſt. "I 


(r.) Cunning is a good (wicked diſpoſition of the 
Quality — | providing | Times, it was but Prudence 
that it do not exceed. the ro deceive the Bad. u 
bounds of Prudence; but decipere, pro Moribus Tempi 
tis however a Vice, when rum, Prudentia ef. Ep. 18. 
ir proceeds as far as De- lib. 8. The Counteſs ef 
ceit. One ought to make | Aranda ſaid alſo, That: 
uſe of Cunning, as a Reme-|Man of Honour ought n. 
dy againſt another's Malice, |ther to chuſe to be eceiv'd 
and not as Poyſon. Pliny|than ro deceive, Chap. ). 
Junior ſaid, that conſidering of the ad. part of her 1 
the Malice of Men, and the of che Nobleſſe. n 


e 
le 
A- 


of 
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MAXIM CCXX. 


( 1. ) To cover our Selves with the Fox's Skin, where 
we cannot do it with the Lion's. 


(2.) TO yeild to the Times is commendable. - 
( 3. Ne that compaſſes his Deſign, n:ver loſes 


bis Reputation. Art ought to ſupply Strength. 


If one cannot proceed in the King's High way 
of open Force, one mtiſt take to the By-road ot 
Artifice. (4. ) Wiles are far more expeditious, 
than dewn right Strength, The Wiſe have of- 
tener got the better of the Brave, than the 
Brave of the Wife. When an Enterprize 
comes to Miſcarry, the Door is always open to 


Contempt. 


0 1.) This Maxim belongs thing glorious, but what is 
to Liſander, who ſaid, that ſafe, and all that contributes 
995 muſt ſow together Foxes [to preſerve Dominion is al- 


kins, where one wants. a|ways good. h 
Liens. An Inſtance whereof 


( 
(2.) Tempori cedere, id eſtſ in 8 whole Reign of Le- 
Neeaſſitati parere, ſemper Sapi- ri, who did as much by 
entis eff. Habitum. Cicero. Cunning, as his Predeceſſor 


That is to ſay, It has always Auguſtus by Force. Se no- 


been Eſteem' d a point of|vies a Divo Auguſto in Germa- 
Wiſdom to yield to the uam miſſum plura Conſlic, 
Times. And in another Place quam wi perfeciſſe. Tacitus 
the ſame Author ſays, That Ann. 2. Letiore Tiberio quia 
the Princes obey the Times, Pacem Sapientis firmaverat 
as his Subjects do him. Nos quam ſi Bellum per Aries confer 
Principi Servimus Ipſe Tempe=\ciſſert. Ibid. And in another 
ribus, Ep. lib. 6. Place Tacitus ſays, That 

(3.) And that particular- Princes do more Buſmeſs by 
ly Princes. Nihil glerieſum, Negotiations than Arms. 
niſi tutum (ſays Saluſt) et omnia Pleraque in Summs Fortuna 
retinendæ Dominationis honeſta, Auſpicits et Conſiliis, quam Je- 
That is to ſay, there is no- Ius et Manibus geri. Ann. 13. 
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MAXIM CCXXI. 


Not to be too ready to Engage one's Self, nor any 
Other. x 


THERE are ſome merely cut out for Blun- 
dering, and making others ſtumble againſt De. 
cency. They are always ready to do ſome 
fooliſh thing. They are very apt to juſtle every 
body, but they ſtill come off with the worſt. 
There is ſcarce a Day eſcapes them without va- 
riety of Quarrels, which are chiefly occaſion'd 
by their delight to Wrangle. Their Humours 
being Croſs-grain'd, they contradict all Men, 
in all things. Having their Judgments ill ſci- 
ruated, they diſapprove every thing. It belongs 
only to theſe Free-booters of Prudence, ro do 
nothing right themſelves, and yer to cenſure 
every thing as ill done. What abundance of 
*:, Monſters are there in the large Country of Im- 

pertinence. | | 


MAXIM CCXXII. 


A Reſerv'd Man is apparently a Pradent One. 


T H E Tongue is a Wild Beaſt, very difficult 
to be chain'd again, when once let looſe. It is 
che Pulſe, whereby the Wiſe Man finds out the 
Diſpoſition of the Soul. By the fame Method, 
intelligent Perſons come to the Knowledge of 
the Motion of the Heart. The Miſchief is, that 
he who ought to be the moſt Diſcreet, is moſt 
commonly the leaſt. The Wiſe Man avoids 

"5 Fretting 


The Man of Senſe. 215 
fretting and Engaging, and thereby ſhews how 
much he is Maſter of himſelf” He Acts with 
Circumſpection, He is a Fanw in Counterpoi- 
fing, and an Argus in Diſcerning. Momus might 
have ſaid with greater Reaſon, that the Hands 
wanted Eyes, than the Heart had occafion 
tor a little Window. See Maxim 148. 


MAXIM o 


( 1.) Not to be too Singular, neither thro” Affecta- 
| tion, nor Inadvertency. | 


SOME make themſelves remarkable by their 
Singularity, that is, by fooliſh Actions, which 
are rather Faults than Diſtinctions: And as ſome 
are known, by a Deformity in their Faces; 
ſo are theſe by, an I know not what, Exceſs, 
that appears in their Countenances, To be 
Singular is good for nothing unleſs ir be to 
make one paſs for an original Blockhead ; which 
alternately provokes the Scorn of fome, and the 
bad Humour of others. | 

(1. There are many People that ſerve as an Ob- 
ject to be Laugh'd ar by others, and thoſe are pur- 
poſely ſo, who to diſtinguiſh themſelvesfrom other 
Men, affect an extravagant Singularity, which 
they obſerve in all their Actions. You ſhall ſee 
a Man that would give any thing in the World, 
he could ſpeak from his Poll, that he might not 
be oblig'd ro make uſe of his Mouth, as other 
People do. But fince that's impoſſible, he will 
transform his Voice, affect a ſhrill effeminate 
Tone, invent new Idioms, and liſp it ſweetly, 
that he may be counted rare in every thing. 
He will torture his Palate, in depriving it of all 
33 as . P 4 s. % that 
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that ir naturally loves, And ſince it is common 
to him with the reſt of Mankind, and even with 
Brutes, he would change it by an Exceſs of 
Singularity, which is nevertheleſs rather the pu- 
niſhment of his Affectation, than the encreaſe 
of his Reputation. Sometimes he'll be content 
to drink Dreggs, and ſwear it is Nectar. He'll 
leave the generous King of Liquors, for Wa- 
ter which 1s only precious as- he fancies it: 
Yer he thinks it divine and will call it Ambro- 
ſia. Every day he'll invent Novelties, that he 
may always improve in Singularity; and the 
Truth on't is, he'll ſucceed in it, ſince no bo- 
dy will find it worth their while to oppoſe him: 
So that he'll have his Extravagancy to him- 
{elf, or as others term ir, extreme Folly. And 
ſomes Lines after. In Heroick Actions, Singu- 
larity is beconing, and nothing gains more Ve- 
neration to great Employments. Grandeur con- 
fiſts in the Sublimity of Wit, and in Elevated 
Thoughts. There is no Nobility like to that 
of a Great Heart, for it never ſtoops to Artifice. 
Vertue is the Character of Heroiſm. Diflerence 
is becoming there: Princes ought to Live with 
ſo great Luſtre and ſplendor, thro the means 
of their good Qualities, and Vertues, that if 
the Stars were to deſcend from their Celeſtial 
Orbs, to come and dwell among us, they ſhould 
not be more Luminous than they. * There 
are others who are not Men; they affect to ſin- 
gularize themſelves by Modes, and by an extraor- 
dinary Air which they Aſſume. They abhor all 
that is in practice. They diſcover even anAntipa- 
thy againſt Cuſtom. They affect Antiquity, and 
the reviving of old Faſhions. Another ſort in 
Spain wear the French Habit, and in France 
the Spaniſh. Nay, there are ſome that go into the 
2 3 Country 
3 
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Country with a Gorget, and to Court with a 
Band, playing ſo the Puppets, as it Deriſion 
had occaſion for a Ragout. One ought never 
to give occaſion of Laughter to Men of Senſe ; 
nay, not ſo much as to Children; and yer 
there are a great many, who ſeem to place their 
whole Care and Study, in making themſelves 
Ridiculous, and talk'd of. by Every-body. 
They'd think the Day ill ſpent, if they had not 
fignalized themſelves, by ſome abſurd Singula- 
rity. Bu how could the Mirth of ſome be enter- 
tained without the extravagance of others? 
Some Folly is neceſſary for their Diverſion. 
And thus Indiſcretion is the Support of Calum- 
ny. Bur if frivolous Singularity in the Bark, 
that is, in the Out - ſide, be a ſubject of Laugh- 
ter, what muſt the Internal, I mean, that of the 
Mind, be? There are ſome, in whom, one 
would think, that Nature had placed all things 
the wrong way. They affect at leaſt to appear 
ſuch, for fear of conforming to Cuſtom. Un- 

intelligible in their Reaſoning, depraved in 
their Opinions, and Irregular in all their Acti- 
ons. For the greateſt Singularity, will without 
doubt, ſtill de that of the Underſtanding. O- 
thers cloath their Capriciouſneſs with a vain 
pride, lined with Vanity and Folly. Thus 
Equipp'd they affect in all Things, and in all 
places, a ſtarched Gravity. They would ſeem to 
do Honour with a Look, and Favour with a 
Word from their Mouths. 
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MAXIM CCXXIV. 


Newer to tale Things againſt the Grain, though 
they come that way. © | * 


EVERY Thing hath a right Side anda wrong. 
The Beſt hurts, if we take it the contrary way: 
Whereas ghe moſt Unfitting fits, if it be taken 
by the proper Handle. Many things have oc- 
caſion d trouble which might have been plea- 
fant, if one had known but the good of them. 
There will always be both Good and Bad of 
all Kinds. The Skill lies in knowing how ta 
chuſe che Beſt. One, and the ſame Thing, hath 
different Aſpe&s. Examine it on the faireſt 
Side. We muſt not give the ſame Reins to 
both Good and Evil. Hence it is, that ſome 
fake plcaſurc in all Things, and others in No- 
thing. A good Expedient, againſt the Re- 
verſe of Fortune, and for Living at any time, 
and in any Employ. 9 


MAXIM CCXXV. 
To know one's Prevailing Faults. 


{.) EVERY one has one, which Ballances his 
predominant Excellency, and which if back't by 
_ Inclin- 


(1.) An Antient Philoſo- 
pher ſaid, That Man was 
very inquiſitive how the 
World was made ; yet was 
not at all Solicitous to know 
how he was made himſelf. 
Gracian in his — — of 
the buenEntendedor di courſes| 


after this manner: There is 
notking more eaſy than to 


more difficult (replies a 
Doctor) than to know one's 
ſelf. The firſt ſtep towards 


Knowledge (continues Gra- 
cian) is to know one's ſelf. 
p No 2! A nd 


know others: Nor nothing 
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And he (replies the other I deal of other Men. The 
can never be Underſtood, if} Fool knows better what is 
he Underſtand not. Theſdone in his Neighbour's 


w thy ſelf) is ſoon 
ſpoke, but then tis a long 
while in accompliſhing. 
A certain Philoſop er (ſays 
Gracian) was plac'd among 
the Seven Wiſe Men, for 
having been Author of 
this Maxim. But never 
(replies the Doctor) was a- 
ny plac'd there for having 
perform'd it. Some Men 
know as little of them- 


1 N of Noſce 52 


Houſe, than in his own. 
Some argue more about 
what does not concernthem, 
than concerning what does 
in the higheſt Degree. Tis 
a great Misfortune (ſays the 
Counteſs of Arama) to be 


ignorant of one's Self. 4nd 
— few Pages after, ſhe adds, 
That *tis the worſt of all 
Lies, to belie one's ſelf to 
one's ſelf, Chap. 2d. of the 


ſelves, as they know a great 


Inclination, Rules like a Tyrant. 
ginto declare War againſt it then, 


firſt part of her Idea of the 
Webleſh. i 


; one be- 
5 a Mani- 


fefo: For if ir once come to be known, it will 
be eaſily overcome; eſpecially if he that has ir, 
judge it to be as great, as it appears to be. To 
be Maſter of one's ſelf, there is occaſion of re- 
letting on one's (elf. If once this Root of 
Imperfections be grabb'd up, we ſhall ſoon be 
able to conquer the reſt. | 


MAX [ M CCXXVI. 
Attention to Engage. 


MOST Men neither Speak, nor AR, ſuita- 
ble to what they themſelves are, but acccordin 
to the Impreſſions made upon them by Others. 
There is no body, but is more than ſufficient 
{or perſuading of Evil, becauſe that is always 
eaſily believed, even fometimes, where it is 
incredible. The beſt thing we canjhave, depends 

I þ | On 
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on other People's Fancy. Some are fatisfe4 
with having Reaſon on their fide : But that j; 
not ſufficient, and therefore ſomething elſe 
muſt be purſu d. Sometime the care of engage. 
ing coſts but very little, and yet is much worth. 
With Words we purchaſe good Deeds. In this 

reat Inn of this World, there is no Utenſil ſo 
mall, but that it may happen to become uſeful 
once a Year: And for all it is ſo ineonliderabk 
yet, it will be very inconvenient to be without 
it. Every one ſpeaks of the Object according 
to his Inclination. . 


MAXIM CCXXVII. 
Not to he @ Man of the firſt Impreſſion. 


SOME always eſpouſe the firſt Information, 
ſo that the reſt are but Concubines to them. 
And as Falſhood generally goes firſt, Truth that 
comes after finds no place. Neither the Mind, 
nor Will, ought ever to be filled, either with 
the firſt Propoſition, or the firſt Object; which 
imply a poor Fund. Some reſemble a new Pot 
that always recains the Smell of rhe firſt Liquor, 
whether good, or bad, that hath been pur into 
it. When this Weakneſs comes to be known it 
15 moſt commonly pernicious, becauſe it gives 
advantage to the Artifices of Malice. They 
who have bad Intentions. haſten to give their 
Tincture ro Credulity. A void ſpace muſt be 
left then for Reviſal. (1.) Let Alexander keep 
the other Ear for the Adverſe Party. Lei a 
Door be open for a ſecond, and third Informa- 


(1.) This was an Anſwer dex, while he was hearing 
Mexongerthe Great made one lof 2 Cauſe. | 


tion. 
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tion. It is a ſign of Incapacity to ſtick to the 
firſt, nay, and a Fault that borders upon Head- 
ſtrongneſs. | 


MAXIM CCXXVIIL 


To have neither the Reputation, nor Infamy of a bad 
Tongue. | 


FOR that is to be reckoned a general Scourge. 
Be not ingenious at the Coſt of another Man; 
which is more odious in you than prejudicial 
to him. All Men revenge themſelves on an Evil 
Speaker, by ſpeaking Evil of him: And ſince he 
is alone, he'll be ſooner overcome than thoſe he 
ſlanders, who are numerous. Calumny ought 
never to be the Subject of Satisfaction, nor the 
Comment of it. A Detracter is eternally hated, 


and if ſometimes great Men converſe with him, 


it is more out of pleaſure to hear his Satyrs, than 
for any Eſteem they have for him. (t.) He that 
ſpeaks Ill, cauſes always more to be faid of 
himſelf. 


(.) Men of ill Tongues| rail at them are Nightine 
(fays John Rufo) are croaking | gales. Apot hegm 142. 


Ravens, whereas thoſe that 


MAXIM CCXXIX. 


To know how to Divide one's Life, like a Man of 
Parts. | 


NOT according as Occaſions preſent, but 


by Foreſight and Choice. A Life that hath no 


Intermiſſion is painful, like a long Journey, 
without an Inn to reſt at. Variety well under- 
ſtood, makes it happy. The firſt Stage onghr, 

| 4 to 
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to be ſpent in converſing with the Dead. W. 
are Born to Know, and ro know our Selve. 
And it is by Books that we cruly learn that 
Knowledge, and become compleat. The ſe. 
veral Station is to be allotted for the Lis. 
ing, that is to ſay, we ought to ſee what iz 
bel in the World, and to keep a Regilter of 
it. All is not to be found in one place. The 
Univerſal Father . hath diſtributed his Gifts, 
and ſometimes ir hath pleaſed him to give a 
Largeſs to the moſt miſerable Country. The 
third Pauſe ought to be alrogether for our 
Selves: For the chick Happineſs ot a Maa is 
to Philoſophize. 

The Wiſe Man, ( fays Gracian in the lift 
Chap: of his Diſcreto) meaſures his Life, as one 
that hath little and much to Live. A Life 
without Stages, is along Journey without Inns, 
Nature hath proportioned the Life of Man, to the 
Courſe of the Sun; and the four Ages of Life, 
to the four Seaſons of the Year. A Man's Spring 
begins in his Infancy, The Flowers of it are 
render, and the Hopes frail. Ir is followed by 
the hot and exceſſive Summer of Youth, every 
way dangerous, becauſe of the boyling Blood, 
and the frequent Eruptions of Pafſions. The 
Autumn of Manly Age comes next, crowned 
with the ripe Fruits both of the Mind, and Will: 
And at length comes creeping on the Winter of 
Old Age, wherein the Leaves of Vigour fall, the 
Rivulets of the Veins freeze : Snow covers the 
Head, the Hair and Teeth are gone ; and Life 
trembles at the terrible approaches of Death. 
And a Page after. It was a picce 0! celebrated 
Wit in that Gallant Perſon, u o divided the Co- 
medy into three Acts. (Note, the Spaniſh Plays 
have no more,) and the Voyage of Life = 
| three 
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three Stages. The firſt he employed in Coaver- 
fing with the Dead; the ſecond with the Liv- 
ing; and the third wirh himſelf, Let us ex- 
plain the Riddle. I fay, he allign'd the firlt 
Stage of his Life to Books. He read them: 
and that was rather a Pleaſure, then à Toil: För 
if one be the more a Man, the more be knows 
the nobleſt Employment will be then to Learn: 
He devoured Books, which are the Food of the 
Soul, and the Delights of he Mind. It is a 
great Happineſs, to meet with the Beſt on eve- 
ry Subject. Hie learn'd the two Languages, 
Latin, and Spaniſh, which were then the Keys 
of the World; ard thoſe five (which our Au- 
thor terms particular,) to wit, the Greek, Ita- 
lian, French, Eugliſh and High-Dutch ; to the end, 
that he might benefit himſelf by all the Good 
that is to be found in them. After, that he be- 
quearhed himfcit to that Grand Mother of Life, 
the Wife of the Mind, and the Daughter of 
Experience, ſolid, well compil'd Hiſtory, I 
mean that which Delights, and Inſtruts moſt. 
He began with the Antients, and ended with 
the Moderns, though others take a quite con- 
trary Courſe. He Choſe his Authors, and 
diſtinguiſh'd the Times, Dates, Centuries, 
and Ages; ſearching into the Cauſes of the 
Growth, Fall, and Revolution of Monarchies, 
and Republicks rhe Number, Order, and Qua- 
lities of their Princes, With their Actions, both 
in Time of Peace and War. He walked in the 
Delicious Gardens of Poetry, not ſo much to 
exerciſe himſelf as to Play there. Yer he was 
not ſo Ignorant, but that he knew how to 
make a Verſe; nor ſo Unadvis'd, as to make 
two. Amongſt all the Poets he devoted his 
Heart moſt to Sententious Horace, and his 

Hand 
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Hand to Subtil Martial, Which laſt was to 
give him the Laurel. To Poeſie he join 
avoury Humanity. Then he proceeded to 
Philoſophy, and beginning with the Natural, 
he acquired Knowledge, in the Structure of the 
Univerſe, the marvellous Being of Man, the 
Properties of Animals and Plants, and in fine, 
of the Qualities of Precious Stones, Bur he 
took more Pleaſure in Moral Philoſophy, 
which is the beſt Food of Man, as that which 
gives life ro Prudence: And which he ſtudied 
in the Writings of the Sages and Philoſophers, 
who have deliver d it to us in Sentences, Apo- 
thegms, Emblems and Fable. * He under. 
ſtood both Coſmographics, the Material and 
Formal, M-aſuring the Earth and Sea; diſtin- 
guiſhing the Elevations and Climates, the four 
Parts of the World, and in them Provinces and 
Nations, to the end that he might not be one 
of thoſe Ignorants and half Beaſts; who have 
never known what it is they tread upon. Of 
Aſtrology he knew as much » the Supreme 
Wiſdom permits to be known. In 2 
word, he Crown'd his Studies by a long and ſe- 
rious Application to the Reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, which is the moſt uleful, Univer- 
ſal, and diverting Study for Men of Judg- 
ment Fo that Moral Philoſophy rendced 
him Prudent; Natural, Knowing; Hiſtory, 
Diſcreer,, Poetry. Ingenious; Rhetorick, Elo- 
quent; Humanity, Polite; Coſmograpy, Intelli- 
gent; and the ſtudy of Sacred Mrit Pious and 
Devout. 

He employ'd the Second Part of his Life in 
Travelling, which is the Second Happineſs of 
a Man that is Curious, and capable of making 
a good uſe of it. He fought after and found all 

| | that 
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that was beſt in the World: For when we ſee 
not Things, we enjoy them not fully. There is 
a great deal of difference betwixt what one ima- 
gines, and what one ſccs. He takes more Plea- 
ſure in Objects who ſces them but once, than 
he that ſces them often. The firſt Time one is 
pleas'd, at all Others tired. The firſt day, a pret- 
ty thing is the Pleaſure of him, who is the Ma- 
ſter of it; but after that, it affects him no more. 
He Viſited the Courts of the greateſt Princes, 
and by conſequence the Prodigics of Nature 
and Art, whether in Picture, Sculpture, Tapeſtry; 
ſewels, Ge. He Convers'd with the moſt Ex- 
cellent Men in the World, either in Learning, 
or any thing elſe, whereby he had the means of 
obſcrving, cenſuring, controntivg, and putting 
the juſt Value upon all things. 

He Spent the third Part, or ſo fine a Life, in 
Meditating upon the Much, which he had Read; 
and the, More Which he had ſcen. All that en- 


ters by the door of the Senſes, into this Haven 


of the Soul, is unladen at the Cuſtom Houſe of 
the Mind, where every thing is Regiſtred. There 
it is that things are Weigh'd, Judg'd, Examin'd, 
and the Quinteſſences of Truths drawn. 
The Ripe Age is deſigned for Contemplation : 
For the more Strength che Body loſes, the more 
the Soul acquires. The Ballance of the Superi- 
or Part riſcs as much, as that of the Inferior 
falls. At that time Men judg: of things, after 
2 far different Mariner. Maturity of Age ſea- 
ſons Reaſon, and tœmpers the Paiſions. From 
Seeing, one becom-s intelligent; from contæm- 
plating, Wiſe. The berfection of 4 Pru- 
dent Man is to be a Pniloſopher, by extracting 
from all Things, in Imitationof the Induirious 


Bee, either the Honey of pleatant Profit, or the 
Wax 


226 The Art of Prudence : Or, 


Wax that may ſerve to make a Torch to unde- 
ceive him. Philoſophy is nothing elſe but a 
Meditation on Death. It is good to think on 


it often, that one may ſucceed in it at laſt, 


MAXIM CCXXX. 
To open One's Eyes when Time ſo requires. 


ALL who See, have not their Eyes open, 
nor do All that Look, See. To reflect too late, 


is not a Remedy, but a Vexation. Some begin 


to See, when there is no more to be Seen. They 
have undone their Familics, and ſquander d a- 


* way their Fortunes, before they have made any 


thing of themſelves. It is difficult to give Un. 
derſtanding to him, that has no mind to have 
it; and yet more difficult to give the Will to him, 
that has no underſtanding. Thoſe about theſe 
People, make Sport with them, as with Blind 
Men, nay, they are a Diverſion to all the Com- 
pany, As they are Deaf to Hear, they ne- 
ver open their Eyes to Sce. Neverthcleſs there 
are ſome who foment that Inſenſibility, becauſe 


their Well-being conſiſts in procuring others 


to be Nothing. Unhappy the Horſe, whoſe 
2 has no Eyes! He will hardly ever be 
at. | 


M A X I M CCXXXI. 
Newer to ſhew Things before they be finiſhed. 


ALL Beginnings are de fective, and the Ima- 
gination is always prejudiced by them. The 
| remem- 
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remembring to have ſeen a Thing imperteR, 


takes from one the Liberty of thinking it pret- 
ty, when finiſh:d. To have a full View at once 


of a great Object, is a hindrance from judging 


of every part of it; but it is however a pleaſure 


that fills the whole Imagivation. A Thing is 
Nothing, till it be All: And as ſoon as it begins 


to be, it is farther from bciog any Thing. To 


ſee the moſt exquilite Diſhes dreſt, more pro- 
vokes Diſguſt, than Appetite. Let every Skill- 
ful Maſter then have a care, not to let his Works 
be feen in Embrio. Let him Learn from Nature 
not to expoſe them to view, till they be in a 
Condition of appearing. 


MAXIM CCXXXII. 
' To Underſtand a little the Commerce of Life. 


.A LL muſt not be Theory, let there be ſome 
practice. (1.) The Wiſeſt, are eaſieſt de- 
ceived; for tho they Underſtand the Extraor- 
dinary, yet they are ignorant of the ordinary 
way of. Living; which is the molt neceſſary. 


The contemplation ot grear Things, ſuffers them 


not to think of thofe which are common: Ard 
ſince theyk now not what they ought firſt roknow, 
that is to ſay, what every body do-s, they are 
look'd upon with Wonder, eſteemed Igno- 
rant by the Vulgar, who conſider only the Sur- 
face. Let a WifeMan, then take care to know 
s much of the Commerce ot Life, as may 


(1.) It was for this rea- moſt Ignorant in common 
lon that the Philoſopher | things, and that the Wiſeſt 
Zn aid, That the moſt | were not however Wile in 


wing were generally rhe | Every thing. 
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ſerve to keep him from being the Bubble, or 
Laughing Stock of others. Let him be a good 
Manager; for tho” that be not the higheſt Point 
of Life, yet it is nevertheleſs the moſt Uſeful. 
What 1s Knowledge good for, if it be not put 
in practice? To know how to Live, is now a- 
days the Grand Elixir. 


MAXIM CCXXXUI: 
To find out another Men's Taſt : 


FOR otherwiſe you'll Diſpleaſe, inſtead of 
Pleaſing. Some for want of Underſtanding the 
Tempers of People, Vex where they thought to 
have Oblig'd. There are Actions that have flatter'd 
ſome, and Offended others: And many times 
that which was. believed a good Office, hath 
proved a Diſſervice. I: hath ſometimes coſt more 
to do an Injury, than a Kindneſs. How. can we 
pleaſe other Men, if we know not their Hu- 
mours? Hence it is that ſome have Cenſured, 
where they thought to have Prais'd: A Puniſh- 
ment which they very well deſerved. Others 
have thought to Divert by their Floquence, and 
yet have only cloy'd the Mind by their Bab- 
ling. | | 


MAXIM CCXXXVI. 
Newer to Engage one Reputotion, without good 


Aſſurances of the Perſons Honour, and Integrity, 
whom we relie upon. +1 


To follow the Road of Silence, is the way to 
Profit; tis eaſy to be a Loſer, and any one qu 
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be Poor when he pleaſes. As to the Concerns 
of Honour, it is good to be always in Compa- 
ny ; to the end that one's own Reputation may 
take Care of that ot another Man. One muſt ne- 
ver be Surety ; but if that ſometimes happen, let 
it be done ſo Diſcreetly, that Prudence may 
yield to Circumſpection. Let the Riſque be 
Mutual, and the Occaſion Reciprocal, to the 
end that he who is the Accomplice, may not 
ſet up for an Evidence. | 


MAXIM CCXXXV. 
To know bow to Ak. 


THERE isnothing eaſier than this to Some, 
nor more difficult ro Others. Some there are 


who cannot Refuſe, and therefore there's no 


need of a Hook, to draw from them what one 
would have. There ate others again, whoſe 
firſt Word is always No: With theſe there is 
need of Cunning. But of whomſoever we have 
any thing to Ask, we ought to nick our Time ; 
as for Inſtance, at the Concluſion of a good 
Mal, or of ſome other Refreſhment or Diver- 
lon, that hath put him in a good Humour; 
bur all this, in caſe the Prudence of rhe Perſon 
Addreſſed to baffle not the Artifice of the Ad- 
dreſſer. Days of Rejoycing are always thoſe of 
Favour, becauſe the Joy from within communi- 
cares it ſelf all around. We are not to preſent 
our ſclves, when we ſee another Denied before 
our Faces, ſince the Fear of ſaying No, is ſur- 
mounted. When there is Melancholly within 
2 Houſe, nothing is to be done. To Oblige be- 
fore-hand, is a Bill of Exchange, when the Cor- 
reſpondent is a Civil Man. 
a | Q 3 . MAx- 


230 The Art of Prudence: Or, 
MAXIM CCXXXVI. 


To make that a Favour, which wou!d afterward: 
have been but a Reward. a 
THA T's the Art of the greateſt Politicians. 

Favours, which Merit, are the Touch-ſtones 

to Eſſay a Man's Birth. ( 1.) An Anticipated Fa- 

vopr hath two Perfections; one is, the Promp. 
titude of it, which obliges the Recciver to grea- 
ter Gratitude ; and the other, in that the ſame 

Gift, which coming later, w be a Debt, by 

Anticipation is a pure Benefit. A cunning way 

of transforming Obligations, ſince he, who 

would otherwiſe have deſerved to have been 
rewarded, is hereby obliged ro a thankful Ac- 
knowledgment. I ſpeak of Men of Honour: 

For, as to others, it would rather be a Curb, than 

« por to beſtow a Favour' on them betore- 

and. * * 


(1.) Bis dat qui cito dat, ſays Sencca. 


MAXIM CCXXXVIL. 
Never to be privy to a Superior's Secret. 


Y OU may think to ſhare in the Plumbs, but 
you will have only that of the Stones. ( 1. ) Be- 
| | ing 
(1.) A Secret is a Danger, in vegas . the Vulgar, 
ſays the Spaniſb Proverb. ' which makes the Fairies to 
U Secreto es un Peligro. Up- ſhowwherehiddenT reaſure 
on a day ( ſays John Ryfo in lie , and that thoſe who hold 
his 605th Apot hegm) when | their Peace are the moſt 
ſearch was made after the} likely to find it, whereas 
Crigin of the Fable, much others meet onlywith 9 
i * 
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Ic was agreed, that it was 5 will be a rich Trea- 


the ſame thing with the Fa- [ſure to him, if he be fi- 
vour of Princes, whereof [lent as he ought to be; or 
he that boaſted leaſt ſhould ' if otherwiſe, will turn to 
enjoy moſt: And that eve- a Coal, and perhaps a burn- 
ry Secret entruſted to any ing One | 


ing Confidents, hath been the Ruin of many. 
It is with them, as with a Cruſt of Bread, that is 
uſed inſtead of a Spoon, which runs the Riſque 
of being ſwallowed with Broth. ( 2.) Con- 
fidence is not the Favour, but the Impoſt of the 
prince. Many have broken their Looking. 
Glaſſes, becauſe they thew'd them their Uglineſs. 
( 3. ) A prince cannot abide to ſee the Man, who 
may. have ſeen him; and the Witneſs of an ill 
AR, is always ill look'd upon. One ought ne- 
ver to be too much obliged to any body, and 
far leſs to great Men. ( 4. ) Services done, ſtand 
better with them than Favours received. But 
above all things, the Confidences of Friendſhip 


(2.) Upon him that has better that are oblig'd to 
the keeping of it. them, than thoſe they are 
(3.) Becauſe both the Ob- oblig'd to. ComminesBook 30. 
ſervers and Accomplices of Chap. 12. Alſo Tacitzs fays, 
2 bad Action, (ſays Tacitus) | That Acknowledgment is a 
are 100k'd upon as fo many | burden. Quia Gratia Oneri, 
Perſons that make RefleQi- | Hiſt. 4. Likewiſe the ſame 
ons upon it. Quia malorum | Author ſays, That Services 
Facinorum Miniſtri quaſi expro- are very acceptable to a 
brantes aſpiciuntur. Ann. 14. | Prince, as long as he is eaſy 
(4.) Lern XIth of Fance in rewarding them; but 
was ofa quite contrary Opi- | when once wax bo to be 
nion, ſaying, That it was bet- |ſo greartharnoRecompence 
ter for aCourtierto receive a [can equal them, then Ac- 
great Recompence from his |knowledgment immediate- 
rince for a ſmall Service, lyturns to Hatred. Beneficia, 
than to do him ſo great a |e uſque læta ſunt, dum vi- 
One that he ſhould be ob- dentur exſol vi peſſe. Ubi mul- 
lig'd to him; inaſmuch as tum ante venere, 2 
Princes naturally love thoſe dium redditur. 4+ 


0 
24 are 


232 The Art of Prudence : Or, 


are dangerous. He that hath entruſted Eis Secret 
ro another, hath made himſelf his Slave: And 
among Soveraigns, it is a violence that cannot 
laſt long; for they are impatient to redeem 
their Liberty: And for ſuccceding in that, they'll 
overturn every thing, nay, even Reaſon it ſelf. 


( 5.) 'Tis a Maxim for Secrets, Neither to hear, 
wor to tell them. | 


(5. For according tothe Heart, may likewiſe paſs 
ſaving of an Antient King from the Heart to the 
of Siracuſe, (Hiero) Princes Tongue. And it often 
do not only hate thoſe that happens (ſays a great Lord) 
diſcover their Secrets, but that a Prince repenting of 
alſo thoſe that know them. , having 2 with his Se. 
So that he was in the right, cret, and believing that he 
who being preſsd by a had entruſted it ill, ſpares 
Prince to Jet him know nothing to cure himfelf of 
what he had occaſion for, | his Apprehenfions, and to 
Anſwer'd readily, Of every | ſecure that Darling. Memoir: 
thing, except your Majeſty's Se- | of Bouillion, It is for this rea- 
.crets. The Confidence that a | ſon, that ſo many Gallants 
Prince puts in his Subjects have periſh'd by the Hands 
(ſays Boccaline) is a Bridle, of their Miſtreſſes, who were 
whereby he Curbs him, not willingthat there ſhould 
when he begins to Fear that remain Witneſſes of that 
thoſe Secrets, which have | which they themſelves had 
paſs'd from the Ears to the a Mind to forger. 


MAXIM CCXXXVII. 
To know Something We always want. 


SEVERAL would be Great, if they wanted 
not, a Somewhat, without which, they never at- 
tain the height of Perfection, ( 1.) It is to be 
obſerved id ſome, that they might be a great 


(1) A Philoſopher ſaid, | Perfection, tho Perfection 
That a ſmall matter gain d | were not a {ſmall matter. 


deal 
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deal more eſteem'd, if they would but correct 
{ome ſmall Defects. To one ſort, Scriouſncis is 
wanting; for Fault of which, great Qualities 
have had no Luſtre: To others, Sweerneſs ef 
Carriage; a Defect which thoſe that frequent 
their Company ſoon diſcover, and that eſpecial- 
ly in Dignified Perſons. In ſome, more 2 
nels is required; in others, more Reſervedneſs. 
t were ealy to ſupply all theſe DefeRs if one 
minded them; for Reflection may turn Cuſtom 
into a ſecond Nature. 8 


MAXIM CCXXXIX. 
Nor to be too Polite. 


"TIS better to be reſerved. To know more 
chan is neceſſary, is to blunt the Edge of Wit, 
fince Subtilties, commonly, are caſily baffled. 
Truth well back'd is for the moſt part the ſurer. 
It is good to have Underſtanding, but not a 
flux of Words at one's Mouth. Too much Rea- 
ſoning, looks like Jangling. - A ſolid Judgment 
that Reaſons no more than what is fit, is much 
better, 1 | 


MAXIM CCXL. 
To know how to Play the Ignorant. 


TH E ableſt Man ſometimes Acts this Part; 
and there are Occafions, where the beſt Know- 
ledge is to pretend not to Know. One muſt 
not be really Ignorant, but only pretend to be 
ſo. It ſignifies little to be Knowing among Cox- 
uf 1s combs, 
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combs, and Prudent with Fools. (1.) We are 
to ſpeak to cvcry one ſuitable to his Character. 
He is not the Ignorant Perſon, who pretends to 
be ſo, but he that is catrch'd' by ſuch. Not he 
that Counterfcirs, but he that really is ſo. The 
only way to be beloved, is ro put on the Skin 
ot che ſimpleſt of Animals. . 


the Wiſe Man in the Scrip- 
MAXIM CCXLI, 


Proverbs, 26. 


To ſuffer Raillery, but not to uſe is. 


(r1.) THE one is a kind of Gallantry ; the o- 
ther a ſort of Engagement. He that is off the 
Hinges, where People are rejoycing, has much, 
and ſhews ſtill more of the Nature of the Beaſt. 
Jocoſeneſs is Diverting. - (2.) He that can ſuf- 
fer it, paſſes for a prudent Man; whereas he 
that is netled at it, provokes others but to net- 
tle him the more. The beſt way then is to let 
it paſs without taking any notice on't. The 
greateſt Truths have always come from Satyr, 
than which there is nothing that requires more, 
Circumſpection nor Skill. Before onc begin, 


one ought ro know the utmoſt reach of him, 


with whom one intends to make one's felt 
Merry. | | 8 


(1.) For when a Man ral- | mable in =_ Men, for 
lies another, he muſt ex-| ſince they Obſerve no de- 


5 


pak the fame Uſage in his | corum towards others, 1 | 


urn, faid a certain King | have as, leſs re 
of Macedon. Raillery (ſays | pe& ſhew'd them. 

our Author alſo in his] (z.) Socrates was wont to 
Diſcreto Chap. No eſtar ficmpre | ſay, That he found no diffi- 
«e Burlas) is yet more bla- culty in ſuffering * . 


( 1.) Reſponde Stulto (ſays | ture) juxtæ Stultitiam ſuam.. 


— 


— a ga” —— ÞDY 
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MAXIM -CCLXII. 
To purſue one's Point. 


SOME are only good at a Beginning, for they 
never bring any Thing to an end. They In- 
vent, but they proſccute not, ſo inconſtant are 
their Minds. They never acquire Reputation, 
hecauſe they never hold out to a Period, but 
always end, by ſtopping ſhort. This common- 
ly proceeds from Impatience; ard is the 
ordinary Fault of the Spaniards, as Patience is 
the Vertue of the Flemings. Theſe laſt ſee the 
end of Aﬀairs, and Affairs fee the end of the o- 
thers. The former ſweat till they have over- 
come the Difficulty, and then reſt. contented in 
that they have wethered it. They know not 
how to make the beſt uſe of their Victory. The 
latter ſhew they can Conquer, but will rot. Yet 
after All, it is a Fault either. of Inability, or 
Levity. If the Deſign be good, why ſhould it not 
be Accompliſh'd; And it bad, why begun? Let 
1 Man of Parts then run down his Game, and 
not top at the ſtarring of it. 


MAXIM CCXLIIL 
Not to be a Dove in all things: 


LET the cunning of the Serpent, go hand in 
hand with the fimplicity of the Dove. There is 
nothing eaficr than to deceive a good Man. He 
that never lies, eaſily believes; and he that never 
deccives, confides too much. To be deceiv'd, is 
not always a ſign of unwarineſs: for hen 

5 | 2 | f 
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Goodnels is ſymerimes the cauſe of it. (r.) There 
are two forts of People that well know how to 
prevent a Miſchief, the One, becauſe they have 
tearn'd what is at their own Coſts; and the O. 
ther. by reaſon they havelearn'd it at the expence 
of their Neighbours. Prudence ought then to 
be as careful to caution it ſelf, as Cunning is to 
Ghear. Have a care not to be fo good a Man, 
that others may take occaſion from thence, 
of being bad. Be a compoſition of the Dove 
and Serpent; not a Monſter, but a Prodigy. 


67.) This is the Councel | dentes ſicut Serpentes, ct Sink 
of the Evangeliſt. Eſtote Pru- plices ſicut Columbe. Mat. ro, 


MAXIM CCLXIV. 
To know bow to Oblige. 


SOME ſo well Metamorphoſe Favours, that 
they ſeem to give them, even while they receive 
them. There are thoſe of ſuch admirable parts, 
that they Oblige by asking, becauſe they trans- 
form their own Intereſt into another Man's Ho- 
- nour. They ſo adjuſt matters, that one would 
Swear others diſcharg'd their Duty, white they 
grant them what they ask, ſo dexterous are they 
in inverting the Order of Obligations, by a fin- 
gular knack of Policy. At leaſt they make it 
doubtful, who it is that Obliges. They buy 
they beſt Thing with Praiſes And when they in- 
ſinuate a D-lire to have it, it is thought an Ho- 
nour to beſtow it; for ther engage Civility by 
making that a Debt, which ought to be the 
Cauſc of their Thankfulneſs. Thus they change 
the Obligation from Pallive ro Active, being 


it ſcëms better Politicians, than 110 7 
5 ; Ai. 


5 
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(i.) This is indeed, a great Dexterity ; but ir 
would be yer a much greater to ſee into it, and 
to baulk ſuch a fooliſh Bargain, by giving 
back their Civilities, and by making cvery one 


re-take his own. 


() One ought to deal 


with theſe ſorts of Sharpers, 


as Dionyſius the Tyrant did 


with that Muſician, who 


complain'd to him that he 
had had no Reward. Are 
not we (Anſwers he) quits? 
To! have given me Pleaſure 


in hearing you Sing, and 
1 have given you ſome 
in. putting you in ho pet. 
Theſe Prodigals of Prai- 
ſes ſure take great Men 
for Mills, which yield on- 
ly as much Flower as they 


have Wind. 


MAXIM CCXLV. 


To Reaſon ſometimes quite contrary to the Vulgar. 


T HAT ſhews an elevated Mind, A great Ge- 
nius, ought not to Eſteem thoſe who never Con- 
tradict him; for that proceeds not from their 
Alfection to him, but their Love of themſelves, 
{1,) Let him have a care of being the Bubble to 


Flattery, by anſwering it any otherwiſe, than 


with the Contempt which ic deſerves. Let him 
even take it for an Honour to be Cenſured by 
ſome People, eſpecially by thoſe who {pcak 
ill of all good Men. Let it diſplcaſe him, 
to have his Actions pleaſc all ſorts of People, 
ſince that's a ſign they are not as they 
ought to be, what is perfect being oblery'd 
but of very few. | 


( 1.) As our Teeth are Ears poyſon'd by hearing a- 
ſpoil'd with eating too ma- bundance of ſugar'd Expreſ- 
ſions and Flatteries. 


Rufo Apothegm. 314. 
MARX- 


ny Sweet · meats, ſo, in like Jo n 


manner, are great Men's 


/ 
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MAXIM CCXLVI. 


Newer to give Sati faction to thoſe who demand 
none. | 


TO afford even too much to thoſe who Ask 
it, is a blameable Action. To make an Excuſe 
before its time, is to accuſe one's ſelf. To be 
let Blood, when one is in Health, is a ſignal to 
invite Sickneſs. An Anticipated Apology, a- 
wakens an ill Will that ſlept. A prudent Man 
ought never to ſeem ſenſible of another's Sulpi- 
cion, becauſe that is to Court his Reſentment, 
He ought only to endeavour to cure ſuch Ica- 
louſy, by a ſincere and civil Deportment. 


MAXIM CCLXVII. 
To Know a little More, and to Live a little Leſs, 


C..) SOME, on the contrary fay, that Ho- 
neſt Leiſure, is better than much Bufineſs. No- 
thing is ours but Time, which even thoſe En- 
joy, who have no fixt Habitation. (2.) It is an 


equal 


- (1.) A Philoſopher has time in improvinghis Mind, 
ſaid, that leiſure was the | (2.) Our Author in the 
moſt precious thingwe have | 12th Critique of the ad. part 
in this Life; not becauſe ir | of his Cr/ticon ſays, That one 
allows us to do nothing, but of the greateſt - Kings in 
by reafon we have then the | Europe loling hisArtendance 


means of doing what we | in Hunting, they after three 


pleaſe. An Inſtance here- | or four days ſearch, found 
of we have in Scipio Africa= | him in a Market-Place in a 
nus, w ho ſaid, he was never | Porter's Habit, offering his 
more buſy than when he | Shoulders to hire for a R-al, 


haq nothing todo: Becauſe |wherear they being ſur- 


thea he employ'd all his 


priz'd, and demandiag * 0 
$ 


| 


* 
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his Majeſty came to debaſe over my ſelf. Begon therefore | 
himſelf 19 much, he An- from 2 pil povig * | 
ſwer'd ſeriouſly, Gentlemen, Sweets of this Liſe, I ſhould be | 
The Burden I have laid ac unwiſe if I return'd to that I 
is more weighty than any you have formerly led. About 
ſee carried here. The Heavieſt | Page after our Author ſays 
of theſe ſeem to me vs more than | farther : That he that was 
s Straw, in Compariſon of what | Ele&ed. into the place of 
I hawe long born, and I have | this King (who it ſeems kept 
ſept better for theſe 4 Nights to his Reſolution ) when | 
you have loft me, then I did in they gave him the: Scepter 
all my Life before. I new he- into his Hand, Ask d, If it 
gin to Live, and to be a King\ were not an Oar. 


equal Misfortune to employ the precious 
Hours of Life, in mechanical Exerciſes, or in 
the hurry of great Affairs. One is not to 
load one's (elt, neither with Buſineſs nor Envy: 
That is to Live in a Crowd, and be ſtifled with 
it. Some extend this Maxim even to Sciences: 
But however, not to Know, is not to Live. See 
Maxim 4. 


MAXIM CCXLVII 
Nor to put off Things to the loſt. 


(z.) THERE are Men of the laſt Impreſſion, 
for Folly runs always upon Extremes. The 

have a Mind, and a Will of Wax. The le 

Conception applics the Seal, and Effaces all the 
others. Theſe Men are never altogether gained, 
becauſe with the ſame Facility they are loſt. 
Every Body gives them a Tincture. They are 
the worſt Confidents in the World. They are 
Children as long as they Live; and as ſuch, on- 


(1.) This is becauſethere has ſpoken before, Maxim 
are Men of the firſt Impreſ-| 227. . 
tion, of whom our Author?, 


ly 
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ly flote in the Flux and Reflux of their Opinj. 
ons, and Paſlions, being always both lame in 
Will and Judgment, becauſe they continually 
toſs themſelves about, from one fide to the o. 
ther. | 


MAXIM CCXLIX. 
Not fo begin to Live, when e ſhould leave off 


SOME take their caſc in the Beginning, and 
latter End, (1.) What is Efſential ought to go 
firſt, and the Accidents come after, it there be 
room for them. Others there are who would 
Triumph, before they Fight. Some again begin 
their Knowledge by what leaſt concerns them, 
delaying the Study of the moſt Uſeful and Ho- 
nourable Things, till Life begins to fail them. 
Hardly hath ſuch a Man begun to make his For- 
tune, but he is upon his Journey to the other 
World. Method is equally neceſſary both for 
Knowing, and Living. 


(1.) One telling Diogenes oblig d to lead a more Ac- 
that his Age requir'd Reſt, | tive and Painful Life than 
he Anſwer'd, 1 muſt not ex- | other Men, that fine ſaying 
-peF* that till I have fmifh'd my | of Veſpaſian which was, That 
Courſe. Add to this for the [a Prince ouzhr to die up- 
Uſe of Princes, who are | right. 


MAXIM CCL. 
When we ought to Reaſon the quite contrary way ? 


WHEN Men ſpeak to us with Deſign, to 
ſurprize us. With ſome People, every thing 
is to be taken in a contrary Sence. Thœir, Tea, 
is No, and their No, Na. To undervalue. a 

| | Thing, 
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$4 Thing, is a ſign one Eſteems it; fince it is but 
Policy in him that would have it, to cry down 
its Price. To Praiſe, is not always to ſpeak 
well of a Man; for ſome, to avoid commen- 
ding the Good, affect ro Praiſe the Bad. He 
that thinks no body the Latter, will allow none 
to be the Former, | 


MAXIM CCLLI.. 


IWe are to uſe Humane Means, as if there were no 
Divine; and Divine, as if there were no Human. 


( 1.) THIS is the Precept of a great Maſter, 
and needs no Comment. 


(1.) This Maxim ſeems to; creavit Medicaments, et Vir 
be altogether founded on | prudens non abhorrebit Ila. 
the 38th Chap. of Eccleſtaſti- Da Locum Medico, et non diſce- 
c, which commands us to | dat a te, quia Opera ejus ſunt 
have recourſe to Phyſicians, neceſſaria. Theſe are human 
and to neglect nothing of | Means. Fli in tuã Infirmitate 
what they Preſcribe; and | ne deſpicias teipſum, ſed ora 
next to that, to put entire | DomMum, et Ipſe curabit te. 
Confidence in God, who is | And theſe are Divine. This 
the ſole Diſpenſer of Cures. | Leſſon alſo extends to all 
Honora Medicum propter Neceſ- | the other Neceſſaries of 


| ſfitatem, etenim Illum creavit | Life 


Altiſſimus. * * Altiffimus | 
MAXIM CCLIi. 


Live not altogether for your Self, nor yet far other 
People. 


' BOTH the one, and the other, is an infup- 
portable Tyranny. To Live altogether for 
one's S lf, inters, that one would have All ro 
one's Self. Theſe Men cannot abate an Ace of 

R | any 
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any thing that's convenient for them. They 


Oblige little, they truſt to their Fortune, how. 
ever moſt commonly that Support fails them, 


It is good ſometim<s to forſake our $.1ves for 
che Sake of others, to the end that they may do 


the like by us. Whoever has a publick Employ, 
is by Duty a Slave to the Publick; otherwiſe it 
may be ſaid to him, what the Old Woman once 
ſaid to Agrian the Fmperorur;'( 1. ) Renounce 
thou thy Throne, as then diſt th 
contrary, ſome are altogether for other People: 
For Folly runs always to Exceſs, and is very un- 
lucky in that particular. They have not a Day, 
nor ſo much as an Hour to themſclves, and 
they are ſo little their own Men, that there was 
one who from hence was called, Every Body's 
Man. They are not for their own Intereſt, even 
in their Underſtanding ; for they know All, and 
are ignorant for themſelves. Let a Man of 
Senſe then confider that it is not he who is cour- 
ted, bur a Power that he has, or which depends 


on him. 


(1.) Whilſt Tibertus tri- if I Dye in that Journey, 1 


thy Duty. On the 


fled with the Senate about ſbal yet have the Reputation, 
his accepting the Empire, a | to have died doing my Du- 
certain Senator among the . Don Lorenzo vander Ham- 


reſt, loſing all Patience, men, in his Don Flipe el Pru- 
cry'd out, Aut arat Aut de- dente, 


John Rufo ſays, that a 


ſcat. That is, let him behave certain dilatory Spaniſh Mi- 
himſelf like an Emperor, or niſter of State being Ad- 
not pretend to be one. EHilip dreſs'd one day, there were 
IId. of Spain, ſufficiently; only theſe four Words in 


ſhew'd, that he underſtood 
what it was to be a King, 
when he diſſwaded his Phy- 
ſicians from going to rra- 
gon, where he had conven'd 
the States. For, ( ſays he) 


the Petition, V. S. comets 
o accometa, that is, Either 
do your Duty, Sir, or Suf⸗ 


| 


fer. it to be done for you, 


Apothegm 676. 


MAX- 


= 


ES. ods a. Re Ao Au? © 
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MAXIM (CLIII. | 


Not to make one's Self too Intelligible. 


- MOST do not Eſteem what they Conceive, 
bur admire what rhey do nat Underſtand. 
Things mult coſt ſomewhat, to make them valu- 
ed. One may pals for an able Man, where one 
is not Underſtood. One ought alwliys to ap- 
pear more Prudent and Intelligent than is neceſ- 
fary, with him to whom one ſpeaks; but chat 
however with Proportion, rather than Exceſs. 
Altho' good Senſe be of great Weight with 
Knowing Men, yer Sublimity is ſtill requiſite to 
pleaſe the major Part. We muſt take from them 
the means of Cenſuring, by buſying their Minds 
with Conceiving. Many praiſe that which they 
can give no Reaſon for, when it is required of 
them; becauſe they Reverence as a Myſtery all 
that is difficult to be comprehended, and extol 
it only by reaſon they hear it admir'd. 


MAXIM CCLIV. 
Not to ſlight the Evil, becauſe it is ſmalt: 


FOR one never comes alone. Mistortunes, 
like Bleſſings, hang together as by Links. Hap- 
pineſs and Miſery molt commonly attend thaſe 
who have the moſt of either; whence it comes, 
that all avoid the Wretched, and Court the For- 
tunate. Doves themſelves, for all their Simpli- 
city, reſt on the faireſt Pigeon-Houſe. ( 1.) E- 


ys Tacitut, Anu. II. | ment, 


(1 er adverſe Conſilium Adverſity offuſcates Judg- 
nn 
; R 2 x very 
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very Thing goes wrong with the unfortunate 
Man; he is wanting to himſclf, in loſing the fa- 
vourable Gale. Misfortune, when alleep, is not 
to be awakened. A flippery Step is no great 
Matter, and yet it often occaſions a faral Fall, 
from which one could not recover one's felf; 
( 2. ) For as no Good is perfect, ſo is no Evil nei. 
ther at its higheſt pitch. That which proceeds 
from Heaven, requires Patience ; and that which 
comes frag the World, Prudence. | 


(2.) For thoſe Natural ration, which being laid 
Things (ſays the great Ora- hold on by the Wile, and 
tor of this Age) which ſeparated from Grief, con- 
happen to us in this World tributes happily to the Glo- 
are all ſo mixt, that even ry of the he, and Com- 
the Misfortunes we have, fort of the Others. In the 
tho” never ſo great, are ſel- Funeral Sermon of the Duke of 
dom extream, becauſe they Montpenſier preach'd by Fe- 
carry in themſelves the noiller, Biſhop of Montpel- 
ſubje& of ſome Conlide- lier. | 


MAXIM CCLV. 


To do ſmall Kindneſſes at a Time, but thoſe often, 


ENGAGEMENT ſhould never exceed Adi- 
lity. Whoever gives much, docs not give, but 
ſell. Gratitude is not to be overloaded; for 
he that finds himſelf under an Impollibilicy of 
making Satisfaction, will ſoon break off the 


Correſpondence. ( 1.) The way to loſe many 
| Friends, 


(1.) Beneficia (ſays Tacitus, ficia in Aliquem magna conferre, 


Ann. 4.) ea uſquelæta ſunt, dum 
videntur exſol vi poſſe: ubi mul- 
tum antevenere, pro Gratid Odli- 
um redditur. See the third 
Note of Max.m 237. Eo per- 
duct us eſt Furor (lays Seneca Ep. 
11.) ut pernicoiſa Res ſit, Ben- 


Nam quia putat turpe non reds 


dere, non vult eſſe cui reddat, 
Which alherbe tranſlates, or 
rather Paraphraſes thus: We 
are never more ungrateful 
(ſays he) than when the 


Good that has been done us, 
ex- 


. 
eT_G_  a© n FAR F ES = | 


exceeds the Means we have | we grow Revengeful, and 
of returning it, and there- | ſeek even the Death of him 


fore being aſham'd of our | who has oblig'd us, 
Incapacity to be Grateful, 


Friends, is to lay Obligations upon them to Ex- 
cels. Being unable to re- pay, they will with- 
draw, and from being obliged, turn Enemies. 
The Statue cares not to ſce its Carver, nor the 
Oblig'd perſon its Benefactor. The beſt Me- 
thod then of Giving, is to take care that that 
Little, be greatly Deſir'd, to the end that it may 
be the more valu'd. \ 


MAXIM CCLvI. 


To be always in @ Readineſs to parry the Thruſts of 
Clowns, Humoariſts, Proud Perſons, and of all 
other Impertinents. IS | 


THERE are a great many of thefe to be met 
with in the World, and it is Prudence never to 
Engage with them. Let a wiſe Man daily look 
in the Glaſs of Reflection, that he may lee the 
need he has of Arming himſclf with Reſolution, 
for by that means he will diſappoint all the At- 
tracks of Folly. If he think ſeriouſly on that, 
he'll never expofe himſelf to the ordinary 
Riſques that Men run by Contending with 
Fools. A Man Armed with Prudence, will ne- 


ver be baffi.d by Impertinence. The Naviga- 


tion of Civil Life is dangerous, becauſe it is of- 
ten expos'd to Rocks whereon Reputarion ſplits. 
(i.) The ſureſt way thenisto turn aſide, andtotalce 


(1) Whovery well knew | from the Enchantments of 
how to preſerve himſelf | Cjrce. \ 


R 3 _ 
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Leſſons of Prudence from Ulyſſes. Here an Ax. 
tificial Defeat is of great Service: But above All 
| fave your ſelf by your good Breeding ; for 
that's the ſhorteſt Cut to make the Belt of a bad 
Bargain. | | 


MAXIM CCLVII. 


Newer to come to 4 Rupture : 


FOR Reputation by ſo doing always comes 
off ſhatter'd. Any Man is ſufficient to be an 
Enemy, but not a Friend. Few are in a Condi- 
tion ot doing Good, but All almoſt can do 
Miſchicf. The Eagle is not ſecure even in the 
Arms of Tupiter, it he offend the Beetle. Se- 
cret Enemics that lic upon the Watch, blow the 
Fire, as ſoon as ever they fee the War decla- 
red. Friends that Diſagree, become the worlt 
of Enemies. They reckon their own Choice a- 
mongſ other Men's Faults. Spectators of the 
Rupture ipeak ſcvercly of it as they think, and 
think what they Wiſh. ( 1.) They condemn both 
Parties either for want of Foreſight, in the be- 
ginning, or Patience in the end, but always 
for want of Prudence. If the Rupture were In- 
evitable, it ought at leaſt to be Excuſable. An 
Indifference would have done better than a vio- 
lent Declaration. On this Occaſion, a handſom 
Retreat is Honourable, 7 


(1.). An ancient Philoſo- | ded with making a bad 
pher has ſaid, that we ought | Choice if they be good 
to ke-p our Friends, jet em | for nothing, or of dying 
be what they will, to the end them Injuſtice, if they are 
that we may not be upbrai- really good and able len, 


Vic . | MAX- 


© ode fo. «a « " - PY 
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MAXIM CCLVIT. 


To look ont for One that may help to carry the Bur- 
then of Adverſity. | | 


B E never alone, eſpecially in Dangers; for o- 
- therwiſe you will Burthen your (cif with all 
the Hatred. Some think to raiſe then lves by 
taking upon them the Superint nd.ncv fall Buſi- 
neſs, but however inſtead thercof they attract all 
the Envy; whereas on the contrary, with a Com- 
panion One ſecuresone's ſelf againſt the Evil, or at 
leaſt bears but part of ic. Neither Fortune, nor 
the Caprices of the people, can play fo eaſily 
ppon two. The Skilful Phyſician, who hath 
not ſuccecded in the Cure of his Patient, ne- 
ver fails to call in the Afliftince of another, who 
under the Name of Conſultation, helps him to 
bear the Scandal of a Miſcarriage. Divide then 
the Office, and the Trouble of it; for it is into» 
lerable to ſuffer alone. 


MAXIM CCLIX. 
To prevent Offences, and turn them into Favours 


THERE is more Dexterity in ſhunning, than 
in revenging them. It 1s great Skill ro make 
a Confident of him, who might have becn an 
Adverfary ; and to transform thoſe into Props of 
Reputation, who before threatned its Ruin. It 
is of great Importance, to know how to Oblige, 
To prevent an Injury by a Favour, is to inter- 
cept its Courſe ; and it is no ſmall Art to change 
that, which was like to have caus d Diſcontent, 

1 | Rh into 
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into Eaſe and Pleaſure. Place then thy Confidence 
in Malevolence it ſclf. 1 5 


MAXIM CCLX. 


Tou ſhould never be wholly at the Devotion of any 
One, nor any One at yours. | I 


NEITHER Blood, Friendſhip, nor the ſtricteſt 
Obligation, is ſufficient for that: For it muſt be 
another- Gueſs Intereſt that can oblige one, to a- 
bandon one's Heart and Will. The greateſt U- 
nion admits of Exception, nay, without preju- 
dicc to the Laws of the ſtricteſt Friendſhip. 
The Friend always reſerves ſome Secret, and the 
Son oftentimes conceals ſomewhar from his 
Father. Some Things are. made Myſteries to 
ſome, and yer communicated to others; and 
likewiſe on the contrary : So that a Man reſigns, 
or refuſes himſelf wholly, according to the Di- 
ſtinction he makes of his Correſpondents, 


MAXIM CCLXI. 
Niet to perſevere in Folly. 


SOME make an Engagement of their Mi- 
Rakes. When they have once begun to Err they 
think they are oblig'd in Honour to continue. 
Their Hearts accuſe their Faults, and their Mouths 
defend them: Whence it happens, that if they have 
been Taxed of Inadvertency, for beginning the 
Folly they pais for Naturals, if they perſevere in 
it. (1. ) An Indiſcreet Promiſe, 3 — 

Song * 9 40 olu- 
(r.) A certain — of | his Word, Anſwer'd, If he 
toke 


Sparta being requir d ep | Thing you have ant d me de 
1. ; | | = 


not juſt, I have never promis d 
it, ing, That he could 
never promiſe what was not 
ſo. Charle: Vth, having Sign'd 
an unjuſt Grant, he Com- 
manded it ro be brought 
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him, wherein being Obey'd, 
he took and tore it, ſay- 
ing, I bad much rather re- 
nounce my Name, than wound 


my Conſcience. Saavedra Em- 
blem 65. Fs 


ſolution, impoſe no Obligation. Thus, ſome 
continue their firſt Folly, and make it appear y et 
more remarkable, by a Vanity of aiming at be- 
ing thought conſtant Coxcombs. See Maxim 


214. 
| MAXIM CCLXIL 
To know how to Forget. 


THA T's a Happineſs, rather than an Art. 
Thoſe Things are generally beſt Rememb d. 
which ought moſt to be Forgot. The Mew 0: y 
hath not only the Incivility io fail one in time 
of need, but alſo the Impertinence, to be un- 
ſeaſonably cfhcious. © (1 ) In all that's like to 
be troubleſom it is Prodigal, and Bar ren in eve- 
ry thing that might give Pleaſure. Sometimcs 
the Remedy of the Evil conſiſts in Forgetting it, 
and at that Time, 'tis we commonly Forget the 
Remedy. Memory then muſt be accuſtomed 
to take another Courſe, becauſe it is that which 
can give us either a Paradiſe, or a Hell. I ex- 
cept thoſe who live contentedly; for in their 
State of Innocence, they enjoy all that is deſira- 
ble in paſſing down the ſwift Stream of Lite. 


(1.) For this reaſon * it is not in the Power of 
2 once Anſwer'd a] Man to deprive himſelf of 

an that proffer'd to ſhow | his Memory. Memor am quo- * 
him the Art of Memory, | que ipſam cum Voce perdidiſſe- 
That he had much rather he | mw, f tam in noftra Poteſtate 
would teach him that to | eſt obliviſci,quam tacere. In 
Forget. Tacitus ſays, That | Agricola. MAS 


of 
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MAXIM CCLXII. 


Many Things that ſerve for Pleaſure, ought not to be 
poſſeſs d peculiarly by Us. I 


ONE enjoys more of what is another's, than 
of what belongs to one's ſelf. The firſt day is 
for the Mater, and all the reſt for the Schollars. 
One doubly enjoys what belongs to others; thar 
is to fay, not only without f-ar of loſing it, but 
alſo with the pleaſure ot Novelty. Privation 
makes every thing better. The Water of ano- 
ther Man's Well, is as delicious, as Nectar. O- 
ver and above that, Poſſeſſion leſſens the pleaſure 
of Enjoyment, it augments the Trouble, whe- 
ther in Lending, or not Lending. It ſcrves 
only to preſerve Things for other Men; and 
moreover, the number of the Diſcontented is al-. 
ways greater, than that of the Thankful. 


MAXIM CCLXIV. 


To be at no time Careleſs. 


FORTUNE takes pleaſure in furprizing. It 
will ler flip a thouſand Occaſions, to catch its 
Man one Day napping. Wit, Prudence and 
Courage, ought to be always upon their Guard, 
and in like manner Beauty, inaſmuch as the day 
of their Credulity, will be that of the loſs of their 
Credit. (1.) The, Who would have thought it, 


(1.) Paterculw ſays, That minem celerius opprimi, quam 
the way to periſh ſoon is to | qui nihil timeret; et frequent- 
fear nothing, and that ſecu- | tiſimum Initium eſſe Calami- 
rity is oftentimes the occa- | ratis Securitate. Hiſt. 2. 
ſion of a great Diſaſter. Ne- _ > 
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is the Trip that ſtrikes up the Heels of many 
a Nne. Beſides, it is an ordinary Trick of others 
Malice, to lay a Snare for good Qualitics, that 
they may be more rigoroully ſifted. The Days 
of Oſtentation are well known, and yet the 


Crafty pretend not to mind them; but chuſe 


that which one leaſt expects, to make a Trial of 
what we are able to do. 


MAXIM CCLXV. 


To know bow to Engage thoſe that Depend upon 


vs, 


* 


A pat Engagement hath gain d a great many 
Credit, juſt as a Ship wrack makes goud Swim- 
mers. (I.) Several by that have made known 
their Induſtty and Ability, which might have 
lain hid in their Retirement, if Opportunity 
had not preſented. Difficulties and Dangers are 
both the Cauſes and Spurs of Reputation. A 
great Courage, upon the Occaſions of Honour, 
does more Service than a thouſand other good 
Qualitics. Queen Iſabella of Caſtile knew emi- 
nently this Leſſon of Engaging, as well as all o- 

„  thers; 

(1.) Had it not been for{| had not the Perſians been 


Opportunities (ſays Machia- 
vel, Chap. 6. of his Prince) 
the Valour of Cyrus, Romulus, 
and Theſeus, had been of no 
Uſe, and for want of ſuch 
Valour thoſe Opportunities 
had ſignified nothing. There 
was a Neceſſity of expoſing 


Romulus in his Infancy, to | f: 


make him Founder of Rome. 
Cyrus could not have ob- 


tain'd the Crown of Perſia, | 


before diſſatisfied with the 
Government of the Medes, 
and theſe grown Effeminate 
thro'a long Peace. Neither 
could Theſeus have ſhewn 
his Induſtry, if the Atheni- 
ans had not been diſpers'd. 
And in the 20th Chap. he ſays 
urt her, That Fortune when 
ſhe has a mind to make a 
Prince Great, immediately 


raiſes him up potent Ene- 
| mies 
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mies to exerciſe his Cou- the higheſt Degree of Re. 


rage and Induſtry, and by | putation and Power. g 
that Ladder mounts him to . 


| thers; (2.) and the Great Captain, ow'd all his 
Reputation to that politick Fineſſe, which is the 
Cauſe alfo, that many others have become great 
Men. Sj | 

(2.) Gonſalo Fernander Vice-Roy of Naples. 


MAXIM CCLXVI. 
To be too Good, is to be ftark Navught.. 


HE is ſo, who is never Angry. Inſenfible 
People are hardly Men. That Quality proceeds 
not always from Incapacity, but often from a 
too flegmatick Conſtitution. (1.) To refer 
where it is proper, is the Action of a complete 
Man. Birds at firſt fight, ſcorn your carv'd 
Figures, To mingle the Sharp with the Sweet, is 
the Sign of a good Reliſh, Sweetneſs alone is 
only fit for Children, and Fools. It's a great 
Misfortune to fall into this Inſenſibility, by be- 
ing too Good natur'd. 

The Man, ſays our Author further, in the [event) 
Critique, of the third Part of his Criticon) is one of 
thoſe who are called inſenſible; whom nothing 
can alter, and who is not con: ern'd at any thing; 
eve n not at the greateſt Reverſe of Fortune, the 


* 


(1.) I ſhould be inſenſible 
of Praiſe ( ſaid a Philoſo- 
pher) if I wereſoof Injuries. 
(2) Mentem non habet, qui 
ram non habet, ſays the Pro- 
verb. One of the Ancients 
hearing a Man extravagant- 
ly commended for — 
mild to all the World, ask 


Ironically if he were ſo to 
his Enemies? Another ſaid 
of a good natur'd Prince, 
whoſe Predeceſſor had been 
a very. Tyrant, That he 
found it as inconvenient to 
live under one that was too 
Eaſy, as under one that was 


too Severe. 


* 


Imper- 
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unperfection of his own Nature, nor yet the 


Home. thruſts of Malice. If the whole World 
Conſpire againſt him, tis all one; it will nei- 
ther ſpoil his Appetite, nor hinder his Sleep: 
This, ſome call Greatneſs of Courage, but o- 
thers, Weakneſs of Mind, "HEY 


F A 
MAXIM CCLXVIL. 


- 


Silken Words, 


ARROW Spiercethe Body, and bad Words 
the Soul. A good Humour makes a- good 


Tongue. It's a great Art in this Life to know 


how to ſell Air. Words anſwer almoſt every 
Thing, and Nothing is impoſſible to them. 
Men negotiate with the Clouds, and even above 
them: And a ſtrong Breath -laſts long. The 
Mouth muſt always be full of Sugar to ſweeten 
the Words that come out of it: For even Ene- 
mies then may reliſh them. The only way to 
be Amiable, is ro be Aﬀable. See the end of the 
Comment to Maxim 14. 


MAXIM CCLXVII: 


The Wiſe Man onght to do at the Beginning, what 
the Fool does in the End. 


BOTH do the ſame Thing: The Difference 
only is, that the one does it in Seaſon, and the 
other nor. He, who in the Beginning has his 
Mind IIl- fram'd, continues ſo all along. He 
draws with his Foor, what he ſhould carry on 
his Head; he makes his Right Hand his Left : 
So that he is Left-handed in all his CO 

| cer 


/ 


[ 
| 
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After all, it generally happens, that they do by 
Force what they might have done With a Nod: 
Whereas the Wiſe Man fees at firſt what is to be 
done in Time, and at Leiſure, and always puts 
it in Execution with both Pleaſure and Repu- 
ration. "op 
MAXIM CCLXIX: 
To make the Beſt of a Novelty. 


(.) SO long as it laſts, one will be Eſteemed. 
It generally rakes becauſe of Varicty which 
pleat-s the Taſt. An ordinary Thing pick 
and ſpan new, is more valued, than a Raticy of- 
ten ſcen. Excellencies wear out, and ſoon grow 
old. The Glory of Novelty will not laſt long; 
it's but a Nine Days Wonder. Make uſe then 
of the firſt Fruits of Eſteem, by gaining ſpecdi- 
8 all that you can pretend to, from a tranſient 
ompliance : For if once the freſh Gloſs be 
gone, the Paſſion will cool, and that which 
pleaſed by being new, will cloy when become 
common. Every Thing hath had its time, and 
afterwards been ſlighted, and laid afide. 


(i.) Hoſts ( ſays John Rufo if they be not freſh. This 
in his 594th Apothegm) like Maxim is verify'd by many 
Eggs, are good for nothing, Things ia this Life. 


MAXIM CCLXX. 
Not to Condemn ſmgly what has pleas'd Many. 


FOR there muſt have been ſame Good in it, 
| Elſe ir would not have contented fo Many: And 
tho what that is be not mention'd yet is it ne- 

ver- 
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vertheleſs both known and enjoyed. Singu- 
larity is ever odious, and when lil grounded, 
Ridiculous. It Diſcharges rather the Perſon than | 
the Object: So that ſuch a one will be left a- 


4 
e 
8 
b 


lone, with his Whimſical Judgment. Let him 
that is not able ty diſcern the Good, conceal 
the weakneſs of his Apprehenſion, and not En- 
gage in Condemaing at Random ; for a bad 
Diſcerning, ſprings from Ignorance. What all 
Men fay, is, or ſhould be well. 


MAXIM CCLXXI. 


Let him that Knows but Little in his Profeſſion, fick 
to what he Knows Beſt : 


FO KR if he be not reckon'd Cunning in it, 
he'll at leaſt be counted Solid. He that Knows; 
may Engage himſelf at Pleaſure : But to know 
Little, and to run the Ritque, even of that, is 
2 voluntary Precipice. Kcep always to the ſu- 
rer Side. What has Authority to Support it, 
can never fail. For a weak Underſtanding a 
beaten Path: And beſides, Security is better than 
Singularity, not only for thoſe that are Know- 
ing, but likewile for ſuch as are not. 


MAXIM GAS 


| To ſell Things as Courteſie thinks fit to Value them. 


. 


THA T's the way to Oblige the more: The 
Selfiſh Demand of the Coverous Man will ne- 
ver equal the Graceful Gift of a Generous Obli- 


ged 
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ged Heart. '( 1. ) Courteſie does not only Give, 
but Engage; and the Gallant Way of doihg it, 
rendersthe Obligation yet the greater. Nothin 
coſts a Well bred Man dearer, than what is 
frankly Given him. Ir is Selling him twice the 
ſame Thing, and at two different Prizes, one 
at the value of the Thing, and the other ac. 
cording to the worth of the Generofiry. But, 
however, Gallantry is not a Commodity for 
Sneaking Beggarly Fellows, becauſe they know 
not what it is to Live like Men. 


(1.) At the time that 
Charles Emanuel I. Duke of 
Savoy, made his Entry in- 
to Sarageſſa, his Father-in- 
Law, that was to be, Phi- 
lip II. of Spain, thro' an ex- 


King ſaying to the Duke, 
Son, you have a very gameſem 
Horſe ; the Duke reply'd, 
the Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, Sir, is, 
becauſe he knows he is out of 
his Rank. Thus we ſee how 


cefſive Civility, march'd on Gallantry may be repay'd 
his left Hand, when the'by a ready Wir. 


MAXIM CCLXXIIl. - 


To Know throughly the Temper of thoſe with whom 
we ave to Do. 


THE Effect is ſoon Known, when once the 
Cauſe is ſo. It is comprehended firſt in it Self, 
and then in its Motive. The Melancholy Per- 
ſon always preſages Mis fartuncs, and the 
Back biter Faults. The worſt always runs in 
their Heads; and as they ſce not the preſent 
Good, ſo they denounce future Evils that may, 
or may not happen. 
Paſhon delivers himſelf always in a very diffe- 
rent Style, to what Things deſcrve, Paſſion, not 


" Reaſon, ſpeaks in him; every one judges as his 
Caprice, or Humour direct, and no body accor- 


ding 


A Man prepoſlefſed with. 
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ding to Tr uth. Learn them to unmask a coun- * 
terfeit Appearance, and to ſpell out the Chara- 
Aers of the Heatt. Study to know both him 
that always Laughs out of Seaſon, and him that 


never does but when he ſhould. . Diſtruſt one 
that Asks many Queſtions, to be either aCoxcomb, 
or Spy. (1.) Never expect any Good from thoſe 
who have the leaſt natural Deformity about em; 
for they are wont to Revenge themſelves o 
Nature, by doing her as little Honour, as ſhe 
has done them. { 2 ) Moſt commonly Sillineſs 
bears a Proportion with Beauty. 


(1.) Our Author in the| ( 2.) Witneſs that fine 
tet h Critique of the firſt part Lady who us'd always 
of his Criticon ſays; T hat |[Spettacles, tho' ſhe were 
Queen Jſabella of Caſtile young, and not Short-ſight- 
was wont to ſay, that thejed, becauſe (ſays John Rufo) 
Hop-legg'd, Hump-back'd, ſne had a mind to be bet- 


Squint-ey'd, and Flat-nos'd, ter ſeen; whereas others 


never did any thing that] make uſe of them only that 
was either Good or Honeſt,ſ they may ſee the better. 
and therefore ought to be Apot hegm 284. 

avoided. | 


MAXIM CCLXXIV. 
To have the Gift of Pleaſing. 


 CIVILITY is a ftrong politick Magick. It 
is a genteel Hook, to be uſed rather for attract- 
ing Hearts, than drawing in of Profit; or in- 
deed, for all Things. Merit will not do the 
Work, if it be not ſeconded by Agreeablenels, 
on which depend all plauſible Actions. This 
Agreeableneſs, is the moſt efficacious Inſtrument 


of Sovereignty. It has Luck in it, to make it ap- 
prov'd, yet Artifice contributes to that alſo. 


In all things where there is much ot Nature, 
| 8 | Art 
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Art ſucceeds beſt, From thence ſptings that un- 


accountable, Somewhar, which gains Univer. 
ſal Favour. 


MAXIM CCLXXV. 


To — to common Cuſtom, but not to common 
Folly. 


B E not always ſtarch'd up with Gravity : It 
is a Part of Gallantry to diſpenſe alittle with one's 
Decorum, for gaining the common Good will. 
Sometimes We may do as others have done be- 
fore us, and that ſtill without Indecency. He 
that is taken for a Fool in Publick, will never be 
reckoned for Wiſe in Private. @f 1. ) There is 
more Loſt by loſing one day of Liberty, than is 
gain'd” by a long Courſe of Seriouſneſs. One 
muſt always be tor Exception. To be Singular 
is to Condemn others: And it is even worlc, to 
affect Sanctiſied Looks. That's to be left to the 
Women. Nay, ſometimes your Godly People 
render themſclves Ridiculous. It is the Beſt of 
a Man to appear like himſelf. ( 2. ) A Woman 
may with Gracefulneſs affect a Manly Air, but 
on the contrary, a Man cannot without Diſpa- 
ragement take upon him that of a Woman: 


(1.) Exceſſive Seriouſneſs Altho” one's Gravity tires0- 
(ſays our Author in his Di ther People, yet does it not 
creto, Chap. No eſtar ſiempre de however exact their Con- 
burlas) is a Burden. Cato tempt. | 
did nor pleaſe, yet was re- (2) It was therefore Ci- 
ſpected. Few now-a-days cero ridi-uled his Son-in- 
imitate his Character, yet Law, for pretendiag to 

ll many reverence it.jwear Women's Cloaths. 
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MAXIM CCXXVI. 


1 be able to rengw one's Genius beth by Natare, 


and Art. 


MAN, they ſay, changes his Temper once 
in ſeven Years. All in good Time, if it be for 
the Better. In the firſt ſeven Reaſon comes 
to him. Let him ſo order things, that at every 
change he may acquire ſome new Perfection. 
He ought ro obferve that natural Revolution, 
that he may ſecond it, and advance till farther 


and farther in the Sequel. 


Thus many have 


changed their Conduct, as well in their Condi- 
tions, as Employments : And ſometimes it is not 
perceived, till the Greatneſs of the Alteration be 
obſerved. Ar twenty Years of Age, a Peacock ; 


at thirty, a Lyon; at forty, a Camel ; at fifty, a 


Serpent , at ſixty, a Dog; at ſeventy, an Ape, at 


fourſcore, nothing at all. 


This Allegory is explain d in the 56thDiſconrſe of 
ur Author's Aguedeza, in theſe Words, 


Man, by reaſon of the Di 
thinking that he ought to 


15 


ty of his Nature, 
Immortal, ask d 


Jupiter, how long he was to Live, to which 
the God made Anſwer, That when he had re- 
ſolved to create firſt all Animals, and then Man, 
he had propoſed to himſelt to allow every one 
thirty Years of Life. Man was ſurprized to 
hear, that ſo wonderful a piece of Workmanſhip 
8 he, ſhould be made to laſt no longer, and 
that his Life muſt paſs away like a Flower. He 
thought it range, that being ſcarcely out of his 
Mother's Womb, he was to enter into chat of his 
other Mother the Earth, without enjoying the plea- 


82 


ſant 


2 
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{ant.State, wherein he was created. Therefore 
{aid he, O Fupiter, (if it be ſo that my Deſires 
be not contrary to thy Decrees) ſince that 
the Aſs, the Dog and the. Ape, all the Anj- 
mals, as unworthy of thy Favours have refuſcd 
twenty Years of the Term of Life which thou 
haſt given them, bcing ignorant of the Good 
thou didſt them as deſlitute of Reaſon, that it 
would pleaſe thee to grant them me, that I may 
Live them in their ſtead, to the end thou mayſt 
be better ſerved by me. Jupiter findivg his De- 
fires reaſonable, allowed them : So that having 
lived his own thirty Years, he was tobe gin to live, 
firſt, the 20 Years that the Aſs yieldsd, on con- 
dition that he ſhould perform all its Duties, in 
Labouring, Carting, Drawing, ard cariy ing to 
the Houſe all that was neceſſary for Husbanery, 
That from fifty to ſeventy he ſhould live the 
twenty Years of the Dog, barkirg and growl. 
ing, as having many Troubles, and no plea— 
ſure in any thing: And that at length from ſe- 
venty to ninety he ſhould accomplith the Years 
of the Ape, in imitating the Intirmitics of Na- 
ture. In like manner we ſee, that choſe who 
arrive to that Age, are accuſtomed, as Old as 
they are, to affect to ſeem young, that is to dreſs 
and ſpruce up themſelves, and to uſe the Exerciſcs 


of Youth, that they may appear to be what they 


really are not; They allo are us'd to play with 
Children, as Apes do, 

He ſays the very ſame thing almoſt in the Iaſi Chap- 
ter of his Diſcreto, Thirty Years, ſays he, were 
given to Man for Erjoyment and Rejoycing; 20 
were lent him upon his Word, for Labouring, 
29 mor< of the Dog for Barking ; and the laſt 20 
0 Play and Fool with little Children, like Apes, 


MAX- 
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| MAXIM CCLXXVII | 


The Man of Oztentation. 
"THIS Talent gives Luftre to all others. E. 
very thing hath us Time, and that Time is to 
be watched; for every Day is not a Day of 
Triumph. There are fome Men of a particular 
Character, in whom Little appears Much, 
and that Much makes them admired. When Ex- 
cellence concurs with high Birth, it paſſes for 
a Prodigy. There are oſtentatious Nations, of 
which the Spaniſh is the chief. With theſe, out- 
ward Appearances ſtand in ſtead of Much, and 
particularly, if Reality vouch for it. Heaven 
which gives Perfection, gives alſo Oſtentation; 
for without it all Perfection would be under 
Conſtraint, Art muſt go along with this Oſten- 
tation. The moſt excellent Things depend on 
Ciicumſtances, and by conſcquence are not al- 
ways in ſeaſohg. Whenever Oftentation comes 
unleaſonably, ir. ſucceds ill. Nothing admits 
lels of Affectation, for that's che Rock upon 
which it commonly ſplits, by reafon that it bor- 
ders ncar upon Vanity, and Vanity is ever fub-« 
jet to Contempt. Oftentation hath need cf 
reat Moderation, that it may not be offentive ; 
or the too much of it hath already diſcredited it 
with Men of Parts. Sometimes it conſiſts of 
a dumb Eloquence, and in thewing Perfection 
without Dcfign : For a wiſe Diſſimulation al- 
ways makes a plauſible Show. Its greateſt Art 
is not to ſhew all its Perfection at once, but 
by degrees, and as if one were finely Painting it 
to diſcoyer it the more. = fine Pattern ought, 
| E- + 46 * 
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to oblige Men to ſhew ſomewhat till finer, and 
the Applauſe given to that, makes the Specta- 
tors impatient to fee the reſt. | 

This Maxim is taken from the Authors Apology 
for the Diſcreto, entituled, Hombre de Oftentaci. 
on, the Abſtraft whereof ſhall ſerve bere for a Com- 
ment. | 

What is not ſeen, (ſays he) is as it were 
not in Being. Thy Knowledge is nothing, 
( ſaid a great Satyriſt ) if others are ignorant of 
What thou knoweſt. 


Scire * mbil eſt, niſi te ſcire hoc ſciat alter. Perſius. 


Things go not for what they really are, but for 
what they ſeem to be. There are many more 
Fools than Men of Witin this World. The for. 
mer are ſatisfied with Appearances ; and tho" the 
latter ſtick to the Subſtance, yet does Deceit 
prevail, and make all Things to be valued accor- 
ding to their Out-fides. And a page after. Know, 
ſaid the Ambaſladors of the other Birds to the 
Peacock, that all our Republick is mightily of- 
fended at thy inſupportable Pride: Far it is an 
odious piece of Singularity in thee, that thou 

alone ſhouldſt ſpread thy vain Tail before the 
Sun, which no other Bird dares to do, though 
there be many that have a better Righc to do it 
than thou haſt. Therefore thou art com- 
mand d by an irrevocable arg ro abſtain 
for the future, from ſignalizing thy ſelf after that 
Manner, &c. To which the Peacock made An- 
ſwer: Why do you Condemn me for aſſuming 
an Air of Haughtineſs, and take no notice of the 
Pageantry of my Plumes, which is the cauſe of 
it. Heaven that hath beſtowed this upon me, 

hath in like manner. complemented with L 
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other. And what would Reality ſignify with- 
out Shew ? Now-days Politicians preach no- 
ting elſe, but that the greateſt Wiſdom conſiſts 
in waking it appear. To Know, and to know 
how to fer it off, is a double Knowledge, For 
my own part, I would ſay of Oftentation, What 
others are wont to do of Fortune, that an 
Ounce of it is better worth than Pounds of Ca- 
pacity without it. What fignifi:s it, though a 
Thing be excellent, if it appear not to b ſo? 
And to pages aftiy, It is a politick Problem, 
whether or not Reality be better than A ppea- 
rance. There are Things great in — 
which appear not ſuch, and others that are in- 
conſiderable, which pretend to much: So great 
an Affect produces either having, or wanting 
Oſtentation. There are thoſe in whom 
Little makes a great Shew, and whoſe Much is 
a ſubject of Admiration. Theſe are Men of Pa- 
rade; for where Exccllence and Appearance 
meet in any one, they form a Prodigy. On the 
contrary, we have known Eminent Perſons, wha 
have not appeared to be half what they were, 
for want of the Dexteriry of Oſtentation. It is 
not long ſince, that a great Man, who in the 
Field drove all before him, being called to a 
Council of War, was afraid of every body. He, 
that was fo proper for Action, was not at all 
ſuch for ſpeaking. * ** Oftentation gives 2 
true Luſtre to H. roĩck Qualitics, and, as it were, 
a ſecond Being to all Things; that is to ſay, if 
Reality vouch for it: For without Merit, it is 
but a valgar Cheat; it ſerves only to manifeſt 


DefeRs, and conſequently to beget Contempt in- 


ſtead of Applauſe. Some make a great buſtle 
to get out, and appear upon the Theatre of the 
World, yet all their * amounts * 
| 4 
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to publiſhing their ignorance, which Rctire- 
ment civilly conceal'd. This is not to cxpoſe 
their Talent to a juſt view, but fooliſhly to diſ- 
eover their Blind- ſides. | | 


MAXIM CCLEXXVII. 
In all Things to avoid being Remarkable. 


B being fo too much, even perfections turn 
to Defeats. This proceeds from, Singularity, 
and that hath always been Cenſured. Whoever 
affects to be Singular, muſt live by himſelf. Po- 
liteneſs it {cIf is Ridiculous, if it be exceſſive; 
it offends, when it glarcs too much vpon the 
Eye. With much greater Keaſon, ought extra- 
vagant Singularitics to be nauſeous. ( 1.) Ne- 
verihelefs: ſome will needs be known by their 
Vices to that degree, that they ſeek out Novel- 
ty in Wickedneſs, and glory in a b.d Repurati- 
on. Nay, in Caſcs of Ability it ſelf, the, tos much. 
degeneratcs in Quacking. 


( 1.) Many (ſays Machia- 
wel in the Preface to his Hi- 
ſtory of Forence) have af- 
fected to render themſelves 
famous by Actions worthy 
of Blame, ſince they had 
not an 8 to 
do ſo by ſuch as deſerv'd 


MAXIM 


Praiſe, And Tacitus ſays 
That, there are a ſore o 
People that find an exqui- 
ſire Pleaſuxe, even in the 
Grandeur of Infamy. 06 
Magnitudinem Infamiæ, cujus 
apud Prodigos noviſſima Volup- 


tas eſt. Ann. 11. 


CCLXXIX. 


; To Suffer Contradiction without Gain-ſaying. 


Ix is to be diſtinguiſ d when Contradiction 
procceds from Cunning, and when from "I 
| nit o 
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of good Breeding: For it is not always Opini- 
onativeneſs, but ſometimes Artifice. Take heed” 
then not to engage in the one, nor ſtumble on 
the other. There is no pairs, better be ſtowed 
than in lying upon the catch: Nor no Security 
beter againſt thole who would pick the Lock 
of the Heart, than by putting the Key of Reſerve 


in the inſide. See Maxim 179. By 
MAXIM CCLXXX. 
dan z The Gcod Man, 


 +HONESTy and Integrity are gone: Obliga- 
tions are forgotten. There are but few good 
Correſpondences. The beſt Service has the 
worſt Reward, - This is the Mode now ea. days. 
There are whole Nations enclin'd to Evil. -Of 
fome, the Treachery is always to be tear'd; of 
others the Inconſtancy ; and of the Beſt, the 
Over- reaching. Make uſe then of bad Corref- 
pondence, not as an Example to follow; but as 
a Warning to be upon your Guard. Integrity 
runs the Kiſque of being warped, at the fight of 
a diſhoneſt Procedure; but a good Man never 
forgets what he is, let others be what they 
Walk © © 


MAXIM CCLXXXL 
The Approbation of knowing Men. 
(.) AN indifferent, Na, from a great Man, is 


more to be valued,than the Applauſcs of a Mul- 
| titude. 


; (1) One-day the Peopleſhe, turn'd about to his 


ef Athens having greatly ap- Friends, and ask d them, if 
pPlaudeda Say ing eff hνπ=j they had heard him E. 
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any thing that was very | Council, contrary to his 
fooliſh, o bad an Opinion | Advice, he told the — 
had he of the Judgments | he was very glad of the fuc- 
and Favours of the Popu- | ceſs of it; however, could 
lace. And at another time | nor be ſorry that he had 
an Affair having paſs'd in | Advis'd againſt ir. | 


titude. When there is a Bone in one's Throat to 
fnuffl-, is not io Breath. The Wiſe always deli. 
ver themielves with Judgment, and conſequent- 
ly their Approbation gives entire Satisfaction. 
(2.) Prudent Antiganu: plac'd his compleat Re- 
nown in the ſingle Teſtimony of Zeno: And 
Plato call'd Ariſtotle his whole School. Some 
mind only the filling of their Bellies, without 
conſidering what it is they Eat. Sovercigng 
ſtand in necd of good Writers, whoſe Pens they 
2 more, than the Ugly do a Picture by the 
Life. 2 

(2. bs 2 whoſe Death ons, and the Theatre of his 
he ſaid, that he had thereby 3 2 

lot the Evidence of his Adti- 


MAXIM 'CCLXXXU. 


To make Abſence an Expedient, for being both Ref- 
pected, or Efteemed. | 


IF Preſence Jeſſen Reputation, Abſence muſt 
needs encreaſe it. (1.) He who when Abſent 
may be taken for a Lion, appears but a Mouſe, 
when preſent. Perfe&ions loſe their Luſtre, if 
they be lookt upon too near; becauſe Men look 
rather upon the Out- ide, than the inward Sub- 


(1.) The Author ſays, 4 fi of a Mouſe, and a Lion 
Ridiculous bringing forth ef has more of grace, and ren- 
Mountains, which would not ders the better. Par- 
do in any Language, but the ruriunt Monger, naſctrur ridicu. 
Spaniſh, whereas the Ant it ho. Vine At ol 

| SOS) * 
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fance of the Mind. Imagination goes far be- 


ond the Sight: And the Miſtake that common- 


enters by the Ears, goes out at the Eyes. 
He that reſts in the Centre of the good Opini- 
on that People have of him, preſerves his Re- 
putation. The Phenix it {elf makes uſe of Re- 


tirement and Deſire, to make it the more efteem- 


ed and regarded, 
MAXIM CCLXXXIIL 
The Man of good Invention. 


INVENTION marks a Fruicfulneſs of Wir. 
But where is that to be fouud, without ſome 
Grains of Folly? It is the Portion of ready 
Wits, and good Choice that of ſolid Judgments. 
The former is more rare and better eſteem'd, 
inaſmuch as many have ſucceeded in Chuſing 
well, but very few in Inventing well, and in ha- 
ving the Precedency of Excellence, as well as 
that of Time. Novelty is Inſinuating, and 
where it happens to be ſucceſsful, ir ſets a dou- 
ble Value upon what is Good. In Matters re- 
lating to Judgment, it is dangerous, becauſe it 
always runs upon Paradoxes ; in Knacks of Sub- 
tilty, it is commendable: Andif Novelty, and In- 
vention, jump well together, they compoſe 
what ſhall certainly be well receiv'd. 


MAXIM CCLXXXIV. 


Meddle not with other People's Buſmeſs, and your 
own ſhall aſſuredly go well. 


(1.) VALUE your ſelf, if you have a mind 
tobe Valu'd, Be rather Covetous than Prodi- 


 (r.)Efteem may be as ins athome, ſays Jabn Rufes 
ſonably paid to one's . 222. 
Charity, which always be⸗ 
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gal of your ſclf. (2.) Make your ſelf to 
Deſir'd, and you * be well receiy d 8 
come till you be Summon'd, nor go till you are 
lent. Te that Eogages of his own Head, incurs 
all the Hatred, if he does not ſucceed, and tho 

he ſhould, yet is he not lik'd the better for it. 
A Man that is too Intriguing, is the Butt of Con- 
tempc: And as he introduces himſelf withaut 
Shame, fo is he repuls'd with Confuſion. 

(2.) The Obje& of Sight, as that af Deſire, is ever 


ſays tne ſame Author, is greateſt at a Diſtance. Apo- 
greater near at hand; where-l:heg 6. 


MAX M CCLXXXV. 


Wo to Loſe one's ſelf with another. 


(t KNOw, that he who is in the Mire, calls 
you not, but to comfort him at your Coſt, 


(.) Fhis Maxim is par- his Subjects than either for 
ticularly deſign'd for Prin- his Friends, or Kinsfolks. 
ces. Compaſſion in a Pri- When the Caſe is ſuch, that 
vate Man (ſays Saavedra the Aſſiſtance a Man gives 
Emblem 47 ) can never be muſt engage him in the Ruin 


toexceſs, but in a Prince, 
however, it may be very 
hurtful. * Let a private 
Man hazard his Life and 
Fortune to ſerve his Friend; 
*tis an Act worthy of Com- 
mendation, but on the con- 
trary, it would be no leſs 
blamable in a Prince, to en- 
danger his own State to 
fave that of his Neighbour, 
withour ſufficient reaſon 
for ſo doing. Neither can 
Relation or Friendſhip ſuf- 
hice to oblige him to it, be- 


cauſe he is born more for 


| Aporhegin 37. 


of the Perſon he has ſo be- 
friended, neither Obligation 
nor Compaſſion can ſerve 
for an Excuſe for ſych an 
Imprudence. Salus Popul: 


ſuprema Lex eſto, ſays Cicero 


lib. 3. de Leg. John Rufo 
obſerving a Plumb Tree, 
whereof the grafted Branch- 
es bore larger and better 
Fruit than the Natural, ſaid, 
that that was an evident Ex- 
ample, that ſometimes one's 
own Aſſiſtance was made 
uſe of againſt one's ſelf. 


when 


| The Man 
when you are bemir'd with him. The unfor-: 
tunate Man always looks out for ſome: body, to 


help him to bear his Affliction 


of. Senſe. \ 
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He Who ia 


proſperity turn'd his Back, will in Adverſiy 


ſtreich forth his Hand. 


Contidcr well, that you 


may not be Drown'd by erdcavouring to help 


choſe. who are a- Drowning. 


* 


MAXIM CCLXXXVI. 


Suffer not your Self to be Obliged, by all ſorts f Peg. 


ple. 


FOR that would be to become a common 


Slave to All 
happy than others; the 


(r.) Some are Born to be more 


firit for doing of Good, 


and the {cond for receiving it. ( 2.) Liberty 


15 more precious than all 
is to loſe it. It is better 


Gifts, and to receive any, 
to keep others in De- 


pendance, than to depend upon any one. (3.) The 


(2) Of Nine Things 
wherein Eccle taſticus makes 
the - +, 4a s of Man to 
conſiſt, One isnotto depend 
upon thoſe who are un- 
worthy to Command. Bea- 
tus qui non Servivit Indignis, 
Chap. 25. 

(2. ) Caligula making an 
offer of Two Hundred Ta- 
lents, to gain over the Phi- 
loſopher Demetrins,to his ſer- 
vice, Toto (ſays the Philoſo- 
per) eram illi experiundus 
Imperio, that is, If the Em- 
peror has a mind to have 
me for his Friend, he muſt 
give me no leſs than his 
whole Empire. According 
to Socrates, a Man is more 
worth than any thing that 


can be given him, but this 
is to be underſtood of good 
Men, which are rare. To 
this Place belongs that fine 
Saying of a Philoſopher, 
w lo hearing his Wife grum- 
ble by reaſon he had re- 
fus'd a great Man's Preſents, 
he told her he had done fo, 
becauſe he had his Ambiti- 
on as well as he that would 
have Brib'd him. 

(3.) This is the Thought 
of a Lacedemon an, who ſaid, 
that the fineſt Quality, 
wherebyKings diſtinguiſh'd 


themſelves from other Men, 


was, in that they had more 
Power than any body to do 
good. | 


chief 
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chief advantage of Sovereignty is, that it 
can do no more Good than another Condition, 
Above all, have a care of what Reckoning you 
make ot an Obligation, and what Value you 
fer upon a Favour, be perſuaded, that Men 
moſt commonly ſeek to Oblige, that they may 


En s 
55" MAXIM CCLXXXVIL 
Never to Act in Paſſion. 


FOR if you do, all will be ſpoil'd Let him 
that is not himſelf, have a care not to do any 
thing of himſelf; for Paſſion always baniſhes 
Reaſon. He ought at that time to procure a 
prudent Mediator, who will be ſo, if he be 
without Paſſion. Standers-by judge better than 
Gameſters, becauſe they are nor ſo blinded 
with Paſſion. (1.) When one finds one's ſelf 
mov'd, one ought to bear a Retreat, left Cho- 
ler be thereby too much heated: For then e- 
very thing will be done violently, and by ſome 
Minutes of Fury, one might prepare to one's 
felf a ſubject of long Repentance, and great 
Repining. | _ 

(r.) In Imitation of that have ſoundly bearen him, 


Spartan, who told one of his if he had not been in An- 
Servants, that he ſhould ger. 


MAXIM CCLXXXVII. 
Jo Live according 4 Occaſion ſerves. 


(.) WHETHER it be Action, or Diſcourſe, all 


ougzhc to be regulated by Time, One muſt reſolve 
when 

And ſome few Lines after: Ma- 
ny Kings ( ſaid he) might 
have been the Sons of Fame, 
if they had been ſo of Ti _ 
DE -. 


b 


(t.) Our Author in his 
Ferdinand ſays, That this was 
the Maxim on whic all this 
Priace's Politicks cara'd. 


* The Man 
for 'tis he that gives the 
height of Perfection to 
Aftions;; and above all, ro 
thoſe of Princes. :-mpori 
cedere, (ſays Cicero) [oor Sa- 
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tam Rerum etiam ac Temporum 
Conditione mutatur. Ep. 27. 
lib. 6. That is to ſay, That 
the Reaſons for doing, or 
alter'd 


nor doing a Thing, 
pientis eff Ho rum. And Pliny according to the Condition 
Junior was of the fame Opi-{of the Time, the Nature of 
nion, when he ſaid, Faciendiſ the Affair, or the Quality of 
Aliquid, vel non faciendi, vers the Perſon with w one 


Ratio cum Hominum ipſorum, was to Treat. 


when one can; for Time and Tide ſtay for no 
Man. Gov:-rn not your Life hy general Max- 
ims, unleſs it be in favour of Vertue. Preſcribe 
no pohrive Laws to your Will; for next Day 
you will be forc'd to drink the fame Water, 
which you de pis'd this. Some Men's Imperti- 
nenc-s art ſo very whimſical, that they would 
have all the Circumſtances of a Project quadrate 
with their Madneſs, inſtead of accommodating 
themſ-ives to Circumſtances. But a wiſe Man 
knows well, that to conform to the Times, is 
the North-Star of Prudence. | 


MAXIM CCLXXXIX. 
What moſt Diſcredits a Man, is to ſhew what he 


is, . 
- HE will no longer be reputed Divine, as ſoon 
as he comes to diſcover he is Humane. Levis 
ty is che greateſt Counterpoiſe to Reputation. 
As a Grave Man paſſes for more than he is, ſo a 
light Sbittlecock is always reputed leſs. No Vice 
Diſcredits ſo much a Levity, inaſmuch as it is 
diametrically oppoſite to Gravity. (1.) A light 


1 07 In Infants (ſays Jobn[Defe& ; but in old Age, 3 
o) Levit Folly. 


Shackle 


y is a Prertineſs, | Monſtrous 
in Men grown a eful 


. ˙ mm T 
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Shackle-headed Perſon cannot be ſubſtantial, ef. 
pecially where he is old, fince his Age requires 
more Prudence. And tho' this Fault be very 
common, yet is it ſtrangely Riveted into every 


particular Perſon that has it. 


MAXIM CCXC. 
It is a Happineſs to join Eſteem with Affection. 


TO be Reſpected, there is no need of being 
over much Bclov'd. Love is bolder than Ha- 
tred: Affection and Veneration ſeldom agree 
together. And tho' it is not fit to be too much 
Feared, yet neither is it good to be too much 
Belov'd. Love begets Familiarity, and as faſt as 
this comes in, Eſteem goes out. It is better to 
be Lov'd with Reſpect, than with Tenderneſs. 
Such is the Love which great Men require. 


MAXIM CCXCI. 
To Know how to make an Eſſay. 


LET the Addreſs of a Judicious Man, coun- 
terbalanc: the Reſervedneſs of a Cunning One. 
A grzat Judgment is requir'd to meaſure ano- 
ther's Capacity. Tis far better to know the 
Chara Ter or Minds, than the Virtues ot Herbs 
and Stones. This is one of the greateſt Secrets 
of Life. Metals are known by their Weight, 
and Men by their Talk. Integrity is diftin- 
guiſh'd by Words, yet much more by Deeds, 
In this, much Penetration, Circumſpection, and 
Caution, is requir'd. | | 

MAX- 
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MAXIM CCXCII. 
To be above, rather than below one”; Employment 


HO great ſoever the Station be, he who 
holds it, ſhould ſhew himſelf ſtill greater. (1. ) A 
Man that hath wherewithal at firſt, is ſtill Grow- 
ing, and ſignalizes himſelf every day more and 
more in his Employments; wh-reas he that hath 
a narrow Heart, is ſoon at a ſtand, and ar length 
is reduced to an* Inability of performing his 
Obligations, and maintaining his Reputation. 
Auguſtus made it his Glory to be a greater Man, 
than a Prince. A large Heart, and a reaſona- 
ble Confidence in one's ſelf, are of great Uſe. 


(1.) It is thus that Tacitus things ſerves for a Spur to 
ſays, that ſome ſink under] prick them forward. Exci- 
the burden of their Affairs, |:ari Quoſdam nd meliora Mag- 
and others labours inordi- |nitudine Rerum, hebeſcere Alios 
nately about'em, in as much Ann. 3. 
as the Importance of the 


MAXIM CCXCIL, 
Of Maturity. 


IT is conſpicuous in the Mien, but much 
more in the Manners. Material Gravity makes 
Gold precious, and Moral renders the Man fo, 
( 2. ) Thar Gravity is the Ornament of Qaalities, 
through the Veneration that it attracts co them. 


(1.) Providing it be not kery and Contempt, Tempo- 
an Affected Gravity, for, ac- va Gravitas, vel potius Gran 
_— to Pliny, the Imita-, vitatis Imitatio ridetur. Ep. 
tion of Gravity has always 13. lib. 6. 
been the Subject of Mock- 


” 'The 


274 The Art of Prudence : Or, 

The Oat-fide of a Man, is the Frontiſpiece of 
his Soul, Maturity is not a dull Look, nor an 
Aﬀectation of Demure Geſtures, as Sots ſpeak ; 
but rather a well weigh'd Authority. It dcli- 
vers it ſelf by Sentences, and Acts always to the 
purpoſe. It ſuppoſes a compleat Man; that is 
to ſay, one who has as much Grandeur as Ma. 
rurity. So ſoon as a Man ceaſes to be a Child, 
he begins to be Grave, and diſplays his Worth. 


MAXIM e 
To be Moderate in one's Opinion. 


ALL Judge according to their Intereſts, and 
abound in their own Senſe. Moſt Men make 
Reaſon give way to Paſſion. Let two be of a 
contradictory Opinion, yer each prefumes to 
have Right on his fide. But Reaſon, that hath 
always bzen faithful, never hitherto had two 
Faces. ( 1. ) A Wiſe Man is to reflect upon ſo nice 
a Point; and thereby his Doubts will correct 0- 
thers Head. ſtrongneſs. He will ſometimes go 
over to his Adverſaries Side, that he may ex- 
amine what Grounds he goes upon, which will 
hinder him from condemning him, and fo calt- 
Iy procure him the Victory. | 


(r.)*Tis thus that Philo- tion of the Mind. 
ſophers call rhe firſt Opera- 


MAXIM CCXCV. 


Zo be, and not ſeem to be, a Man of Bulineſs, - 


THOSE who have leaſt ro do, would always 


appear to be molt loaded with Affairs. They 
| make 
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make A ge? + every Thing, and that Wi; Rh 
the greateſt Sillineſs imaginable. They aro Ca” 
melions of Applaufe, however are heartily [air (4- 
ed at by cvery Body for their Pains. Varity is 
every where inſupportable, but here it is H. 
ed at: Theſe little Piſmires of Honour, g 
Begging after the Glory of great Exploits. Oiſ- 
cover 2s little as you can your moſt eminent 
Qualities, Reſt ſatisficd with doing, and leave 
others to talk of what you have done. Give 
your good Actions, but ſell them not. Golden 
Pens muſt never be hired to Write upon Dirt; 
which is an Eyc-ſoreto all Men of Sente. Strive 


* rather to be a Hero, than barely to ſeem One. 


Thoſe ( fays our Author in the Chapter of 
his Diſcreto, entituled Hazaneria ) ever pretend 
to moſt Buſineſs, who have leaſt ro do, becauſe 


they go a Hunting after Occaſions anditill mag- 


nific them. They ſet a great Value upon Things 
that are of leſs Worth than Nothing. They 
make a Myſtery of every Thing, and a Prodigy 
of the ſmalleſt Matter. All their Affairs are the 
prime Tranſactions of the World, and all their 
Actions Wonders. Their whole Life is a 
Train of Miracles, to be publiſh'd by the 


Trumpet of Fame. They have nothing in them 


that's common, every Action of theirs is ſingu- 
lar, whether it relate to Valour, Knowledge, or 
Fortune. All Vanity is juſtly reputed, Folly, but 
as for Bragging that is intolcrable. Wiſe Men 
ptopoſe to themſelves more Honour by being 
Great, than by appearing ſo; Bus theſe Men 
however, reſt ſatisfied with the bare appearance 
of ir. To affect to appear Great, is ſo far from 
being a mark of Sublimity in them, that on the 
contrary, it is rather a Demonſtration of a lo- 
and abject Mind, ſince the leaſt thing appears 

| : 2 
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as much to them as the greateſt. pride is 
offenſive every where, but chicfly here. Proud 
Men meet with Contempt where they look'd 
for Eſteem. Whilſt they fanfic themſelves like 
to be admired, they find in the end that they 
are expoſed to the Deriſion of all Men. Their Va- 
| nity proceeds not in the leaſt from a Great- 
neſs of Soul, but from an abjectneſs of Heart, 
ſince they aſpire not to true Honour, but only 
to Appearances; not to real Exploits, but to 
Bragadochoing, without doing any thing 
worthy of Applauſe. *** ( 1. ) There are o- 
thers, who would ſeem to be mighty Miniſters, 
and are Great Men at magnifying . Objects. 
There is no Buſineſs which they think ſmall : Of 
Atoms they make a great Duſt, and of Little a 
great Noiſe. They give themſelves out for Men 
overwhelm'd with Buſineſs, and that by conſc- 
quence they are deſirous of Repoſe and Leiſure. 
They utter themſclves only in Myſteries and their 
leaſt Geſture is a ſubject of Divination. (2. ) They 
make great Exclamations, and then, -that they 
may the better ſurprize, ſtop ſhort, like to the 
Machines of Gianello della Torre, (3.) of as great 
Noiſe, and as little Profit. There is a great deal 
of difference, nay, and contrariety betwixt great 
Doers, and great Talkers: For the more brave 
Actions the former do, the leſs they affect to 


(1.) An Effect of Self- St. Juſtus by Clock-w ork 


Love, which, according to 
the ſame Author, always 
uts on his SpeQacles to 
ook on Things, that it 
may thereby enlarge their 
Objecs. 

( 2. ) He was a Milanege 
who endeavour'd to dive 


and Puppets. Strada ſays 
he was the' Archimedes of his 


time. | 
(3.) Add to this, what 
Diogenes ſaid one Day to a 


| young Bragadochio, whoboaſt- 
ed of the Multitude of his 


Affairs, that it became him 


Charles V. in his Retreat at 


- 


well to Ape the Woman. 


talk 
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talk of them: They are ſatisfied with Doing, 
and leave others to tell What they have done; 
and tho” thoſe were ſilent, yet the Actions them 
ſelves would ſufficiently ſpeak. ** The latter 
{ell at a dear Rate, what others have given Gra- 
tis, * They publiſh it with ſound of Trum- 
pet; and for want of Pens enough among thoſe 
of Fame, they hire Golden one's ( that is to ſay, 
mercenary one's) ta make them write dirty 
Characters. And then he concludes in theſe Terms: 
The Pens of Fame are not of Gold, becaufe they 
are neither to be Sold nor Hired; bur they are 
of greater Value than the fineſt Silver; they 
have no worth, but what they beſtow upun Me- 
III. ' ts 


MAXIM CCXCVL. 
The Man of Value, and Majeſtick Sualities. 


GREAT Qualities make great Men. One 
of them is alone equivalent to all the indifferent 
Actions of another. Heretofore a Man took 
care to have nothing but what was great in his 
Houſe, even to the moſt common Utenſils. By 
a much ſtronger Reaſon ought a Great Man to 
endeavour that all the Qualities of his Mind be 
truly Great. As all is Immenſe, and Infinite in 
God, ſo ought every thing to be Great and Ma- 
jeſtick in a Heroe : So that all his Actions, nay, 
even and all his Words, ſhould be cloathed with 
2 tranſcendent Majeſty. 


* 
* 
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MAXIM CCXCVI. 


* — 


To do all things in the Preſence of Witneſſes, 


HE is a Man worthy of Praiſe, who conſi- 
ders that Men either do behold him, or may do. 
He knows that Walls have Ears, and that wick- 
ed Actions would rather burſt than not ger out. 
Even then when he is alone, he acts as if he 
were in the preſence of all Men, becauſe he 
knows that all Things muſt come to be known. 
He looks upon thoſe as preſent Witneſſes, who 
by their diſcovery may become ſo  afrerwards. 
(1.) That Man was not affraid, that his Neigh- 
hours ſhould keep a Regiſter of what he did in 
his Houſe, who deſired that all might fee it. 


(1.) This was Livius Dru-|mum (ſays Paterculus) promit- 
ſus, who told an Architect, ſreretque et ArchiteFus, ita ſe 
whom he had employ'd toſeam edificaturum, ut liberta a 
build a Houſe, that whereas|ConſpeFu, immunis ab omnibus 
he was continually Sollici-{ Arbitris efſet neque Quiſquam 
ting him to have it built ſo, ſin eam deſpicere poſſet : Tu vero, 
that nobody might look in-¶Inquit, ſi quid in te Artis ef, 
to it, he would give him aſita compone Domum meam, ut 
double Price to build it ſo, ſquicquam yt ab omnibus per- 
that all the World might]/pic? poſſit. Hiſt. 2. | 
view it. Cum edificaret De- X 


MAXIM 'CCXCVIIL py. 


The Ready Wit, the Profound Judgment, and the 
Luaint Diſcernment, . 


THESE three Thin gs make an extraordina- 
ry good Compoſition, and are the greateſt Gifts 


of Divine Bounty, It's a great — to 
; on. 


= 
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Conceive well, a greater to Reaſon well, and 


the greateſt ro have a good Underſtanding. 
Wit ought not to be in the Back- bone, which 


would render it more painful than ſharp. To 


chiok well, is the Effect of being Rational. At 
Twenty Years of Age the Will Reigns; at Thirty, 
the Wit; and at Forty, the Judgment. Some 
Wits like the Eyes of Linxes, fend forth Light 


of themſelves, and are ever moſt Intelligent, 


where the Obſcurity is greateſt. There ate o- 
thers who are Extemporary, and hit alway up- 
on that which is molt pat to the purpoſe. They 
arc always ready furniſhed, and that with what 


is good too. A moſt. happy Facundiry ! But 


+ a Diſcerning Judgment ſeaſons the whole 
Life. | £2086 


MAXIM _ CCXCIX. 


To leave off with an Appetite. 


MEN are to be left with the Nectar upon 


their Lips. Deſire is the Standard of Eſteem. 
Even in Thirſt, it is a skillful piece of Manage- 
ment to provoke, and not ſatisfie it thoroughly. 
The Good is doubly ſo, when there is but little 
of it. The Abatement is great at the ſecond 
Bout. Too full an Enjoyment is dangerous; 
for it cauſes the higheſt Perfection. to be deſpi- 
ſed The only Rule to pleaſe, is to find an Ap- 


petite left with a Deſire. If it is to be provo--—- 


ked, let it rather be by the Impatience of Long- 
ing, than the Glut of Enjoyment. A Felicity 
that coſts Pains, gives double Content. See Max- 
im 220. d 
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MAXIM CCC. 
In a Word, to be Holy. 


THAT is, to ſpeak All at once: Vertue is 
the Chain of Perfections, and the Centre of Fe- 
licity. It renders a Man Prudent, Attentive, 
Circumſp: &, Wiſe, Valiant, Reſerved, Sincere, 


Fortunate, Plauſible, True, and a Hero in All. 
(. Three Things make us Happy, Health, Wif. 


dom, and Godlineſs. (2.) Ve:rue is the Sun of 
the Microcoſm, and a good Cunicience its He- 
miſphere. It is fo Lovely, that it gains the Fa- 
vour both of Heaven and Earth. Nothing but 
that is really Amiable, and Nothing Odious but 
Vice. Vertue is a Bleſſing in good Earneſt, eve- 


ry thing elſe is but Mockery. Capacity and 


Grandeur ate to be meaſured by Verrue, and 
not by Fortune, Vertue ſtands in need of no- 
thing but it ſelt. It renders a Man Amiable, in 
this Life, and Memorablè after Death. 


(I.) This was a Saying of jreal. She is the Soul of the 

a wiſe Mileſian. coul, the Life of Life, the 
( 2.) That is to ſayof Man, Relief and Crown of all Per- 
who is call'd the Microcoſm. fection; and moreover the 
(3.) Virtue (ſays our Perfection of all Beings. 
Author in the 7th Critique of And in the — of his 
the 2d. Part of his Criticon) Hero: If Mortal Excellence 
is a Bleſſing which Man a- be worthy of our Deſires, 
Jone poſſeſſes, and no other ſure the Eternal ought to 
Creature has any Title to be the Object of our Am- 
but himſelf. All is nothing bition, Tis Little, nay, even 
without her, and ſhe alone tis Nothing to be a Hero in 
is All. The other Bleſſings this World, whereas tis ex- 


of this Life are oftentimes ceeding Much to be ſo in 


imaginary; ſhe is always the Other. 


e, 


